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New Release Reading a Different Story
A Christian Scholar’s Journey from America to Africa

Susan VanZanten

Turning SouTh: ChriSTian SCholarS in an age of World ChriSTianiTy

Joel Carpenter, general editor

Christianity’s demographics, vitality, and influence have tipped markedly toward the 
global South and East. Addressing this seismic shift, noted Christian literary scholar Susan 
VanZanten recounts how her focus has shifted from American to African literature, leading 
her to advocate for a global approach to education and scholarship. Reading a Different 
Story recounts her journey of reorientation, reflects on the challenges of being a Christian 
woman scholar, and shows how the rise of global Christianity necessitates changes in 
academic life.

E x c e r p t

Although my graduate training in the late 1970s was in classic nineteenth-century 
American literature (Hawthorne, Melville, Dickinson), for much of my professional 
life, my research has focused on African literature. My scholarly turn to the south was 
steered by a providential conjunction of personal circumstances, academic winds, and 
world events. One small opening led to an insignificant decision, which led to another 
opportunity, and so on. I’ve never operated with a five-year plan; rather, I’ve tried to 
be faithful to the opportunities and passions God has given me, the blue skies and my 
internal compass, and such attempts at faithfulness have taken me in unanticipated and 
sometimes ironic directions. My journey, like all journeys, was shaped by the cultural 
currents of its time.

In today’s academic world, postcolonial literature programs include African texts; 
graduate students can specialize in numerous authors, areas, or genres of African literature; 
and monographs and essays on African literary topics are published by university presses 
and scholarly journals every year. But in 1982, when I finished my PhD and found myself 
an overwhelmed twenty-six-year-old assistant professor of English at a tiny Christian 
college, the only work of African literature I had ever read was Alan Paton’s Cry, the 
Beloved Country. Given this modest beginning, people often ask me how I came to work on 
African literature, and herein lies the tale of this book, recounted in six chapters to which 
I’ve given titles from Moby-Dick—that profound quest to find one’s vocation in the midst 
of an immense, beautiful, and bewildering world.

A b o u t  t h e  S e r i e s

The Turning South: Christian Scholars in an Age of World Christianity series offers 
reflections by eminent Christian scholars who have turned their attention and 
commitments beyond North America.

January 2014 • 144 pp. • paper • $19.99 • 978-0-8010-3994-2
Literature/Arts/Communication, Christianity and Culture, Spirituality/

Spiritual Formation
ebook available

Susan VanZanten (PhD, Emory University) is professor of English 
at Seattle Pacific University and leads faculty workshops and retreats 

across the country. She is the author or editor of seven books, including 
Joining the Mission: A Guide for (Mainly) New College Faculty, 
Mending a Tattered Faith: Devotions with Dickinson, and Truth  

and Reconciliation: The Confessional Mode in South African 
Literature. She frequently reviews contemporary African fiction  

in Books & Culture.
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Journey toward Justice
Personal Encounters in the Global South

Nicholas P. Wolterstorff

Turning SouTh: ChriSTian SCholarS in an age of World ChriSTianiTy

Joel Carpenter, general editor

“Drawing on his experience of being confronted by those who have suffered injustice, 
Wolterstorff helps us understand why and how such experiences should make a difference 
for how justice is understood. His reflections on the relations of beauty, hope, and justice 
are profound and moving.”—Stanley Hauerwas, Duke Divinity School; author of 
With the Grain of the Universe and Hannah’s Child

E x c e r p t

In September 1975, I was sent by the college at which I was teaching, Calvin College, to 
an international conference on Christian higher education organized by the University of 
Potchefstroom in Potchefstroom, South Africa. This was the first time I had set foot in the 
global South.

Most of the South African scholars present at the conference were Afrikaners; but there were 
some so-called blacks and coloreds as well. In addition, there were scholars from other parts 
of Africa, a sizable contingent from the Netherlands, a number of us from North America, and 
some from Asian countries.

Apartheid was the dominant topic of conversation during coffee breaks and meals, and 
constantly threatened to intrude into the conference itself. Eventually it did, first into a 
scheduled session of the conference, and then into a hastily called unscheduled session. 
The discussion in that unscheduled session was more intense than anything I had ever 
experienced. The Dutch were very well informed about South Africa and very angry about 
apartheid; they vented their anger at the Afrikaners. The Afrikaner defenders of apartheid 
in turn vented their anger at the Dutch. Eventually the so-called black and colored scholars 
from South Africa began to speak up, more in tones of hurt than of anger. They described the 
daily indignities heaped upon them and the many ways in which they were demeaned; they 
spoke of being expelled from their homes and herded off into Bantustans. With great passion 
they cried out for justice.

Not only was I profoundly moved by this cry for justice, I felt convinced that I had been 
issued a call from God. I did not hear words in the air; it was by way of the speech of the 
so-called blacks and coloreds that God spoke to me. Fidelity to God required that I speak up 
for these victims of injustice in whatever way might prove appropriate.

eduCatinG for life
Reflections on chRistian 
teaching and leaRning

Nicholas P. Wolterstorff; 
Gloria Goris Stronks and 
Clarence W. Joldersma, eds.
300 pp. • paper • $30.00
978-0-8010-2479-5

the eConomy of 
desire
chRistianity and capitalism 
in a postmodeRn WoRld

Daniel M. Bell Jr.
224 pp. • paper • $19.99
978-0-8010-3573-9
ebook available

a puBliC faith
hoW folloWeRs of chRist 
should seRve the common good

Miroslav Volf
192 pp. • paper • $17.99
978-1-58743-343-6
ebook available

November 2013 • 272 pp. • paper• $21.99 • 978-0-8010-4845-6
Philosophy, Ethics, Christianity and Culture
       ebook available

Nicholas P. Wolterstorff (PhD, Harvard University) is Noah Porter 
Professor Emeritus of Philosophical Theology at Yale University and 
senior fellow at the Institute for Advanced Studies in Culture, University  
of Virginia. He is the author of numerous books, including Justice:  
Rights and Wrongs, Justice in Love, and Lament for a Son.
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Beginning with the Word
Modern Literature and the Question of Belief

Roger Lundin

CulTural exegeSiS

William a. dyrness and robert K. Johnston, series editors

Roger Lundin, an award-winning author, offers a sophisticated theological engagement 
with the nature of language and literature. He conducts a sustained theological 
dialogue with imaginative literature and with modern literary and cultural theory, 
utilizing works of poetry and fiction throughout to prompt the discussion and focus 
his reflections. The book is marked by a commitment to bring the history of Christian 
thought, modern theology in particular, into dialogue with literature and modern 
culture.

E x c e r p t

Words have power—on that point, virtually everyone would agree, including St. John, 
William Shakespeare, and Emily Dickinson. But beyond that point, out in the vast 
universe of language usage, the disputes begin and the battles are fought over the 
nature and meaning of words.

According to the Gospel of John, the Triune God provides the secret to the source and 
power of words. “In the beginning was the Word,” John announces, “and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into 
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.” For John, the Word 
is personal and powerful beyond imagining. From the nucleus of the minutest cell to the 
edge of the farthest galaxy, at the heights of joy and in the depths of sorrow, the Word abides. 
Before “heaven and earth were created, there was the Word of God, already existing in 
closest association with God and partaking of the essence of God.”

To describe the incarnation and “its connection to all the past and all the future,” John 
used the Greek word Logos, which can only be “faintly and partially imaged by ‘the Word,’” 
argues the eminent Victorian biblical scholar Brooke Foss Westcott. For, “as far as the term 
Logos expresses a revelation, it is not an isolated utterance, but a connected story, a whole 
and not a part, perfect in itself, and including the notions of design and completion.” The 
idea of a given revelation only partially expresses the meaning of Logos because the concept 
also speaks of a redemptive purpose that has been revealed in and through human history 
and that was “in the depths of the Divine Being before creation.” Yet until the Gospel of 
John was written, “no one had dared to form such a sentence as that which . . . declares 
the central fact of Redemption, in connection with time and eternity, with action and with 
being: The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.”

New Release

l

December 2013 • 256 pp. • paper • $24.99 • 978-0-8010-2726-0
Literature/Arts/Communication, Christianity and Culture, Theology

ebook available

Roger Lundin (PhD, University of Connecticut) is Arthur F. Holmes 
Professor of Faith and Learning at Wheaton College. He is the award-
winning author of several books, including Believing Again: Doubt 

and Faith in a Secular Age, Emily Dickinson and the Art of Belief, 
and From Nature to Experience: The American Search for Cultural 

Authority, and editor of Invisible Conversations: Religion in the 
Literature of America.
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978-0-8010-3167-0
ebook available
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ebook available
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Christian Philosophy
A Systematic and Narrative Introduction

Craig G. Bartholomew and Michael W. Goheen

“Christian Philosophy explains why philosophy is vitally important for all thoughtful 
Christians who want their faith to engage with the world today and also gives a clear 
account of what it means to do philosophy as a Christian. This book is full of wisdom 
and insight; the ideas are powerful, and the writing is clear and engaging. It is must 
reading for educated Christians.”—C. Stephen Evans, Baylor University

“I have greatly appreciated the work of Bartholomew and Goheen and their thoughtful 
commitment to Scripture’s authority. They have proven themselves adept at articulating 
the truth, beauty, and explanatory power of the biblical worldview. Their application 
of the biblical worldview to the task of Christian philosophy reflects the richness, 
nuance, and breadth we have come to expect from these seasoned guides. A wise book 
indeed!”—Paul Copan, Palm Beach Atlantic University

C o n t e n t s

  Introduction

part 1: approaching Christian philosophy

 1.  Why Philosophy?
 2.  Faith and Philosophy

part 2: the story of western philosophy

 3.  Ancient Pagan Philosophy: The Pre-Socratics to Socrates
 4.  The High Point of Greek Philosophy: Plato, Aristotle, and Their Legacy
 5.  Medieval Synthesis Philosophy: Augustine to Abelard
 6.  The Middle Ages: Aristotle Rediscovered
 7.  The Renaissance and Reformation
 8.  Early Modern Philosophy: Bacon to Leibniz
 9.  Modern Philosophy: Hume to Schleiermacher
 10.  Modern Philosophy: Romanticism to Gadamer
 11. Postmodernism and Philosophy Today

part 3: Christian philosophy today

 12.  Christian Philosophy Today
 13.  Reformed Epistemology
 14.  Reformed Epistemology Applied
 15.  Reformational Philosophy

  Conclusion
  Annotated Further Reading List
  Index
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October 2013 • 288 pp. • paper • $22.99 • 978-0-8010-3911-9
Philosophy

 ebook available

Craig G. Bartholomew (PhD, University of Bristol) is the H. Evan 
Runner Professor of Philosophy at Redeemer University College and 
the principal of The Paideia Centre for Public Theology. He is the 
author of Ecclesiastes in the Baker Commentary on the Old Testament 
Wisdom and Psalms series and Where Mortals Dwell. Michael W. 
Goheen (PhD, University of Utrecht) is professor of missional theology 
at Newbigin House of Studies, San Francisco, and Jake and Betsy Tuls 
Professor of Missiology at Calvin Theological Seminary. He is also 
minister of preaching at New West Christian Reformed Church in British 
Columbia and the author of A Light to the Nations.
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224 pp. • paper • $19.99
978-0-8010-3140-3
EU rights: SPCK
ebook available
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New Release

Reading the Bible with Martin Luther
An Introductory Guide

Timothy J. Wengert

Prominent Reformation historian Timothy Wengert introduces the basic components of 
Luther’s theology of the Bible and examines Luther’s contributions to present-day biblical 
interpretation.

C o n t e n t s

1. authority: putting James in its place

  James and Straw
  The Self-Authenticating Scripture
  Sola Scriptura?

2. method: dying and rising

  A Cautionary Tale about Throwing Stones
  Distinguishing Law and Gospel
  The Law’s First Use: The Pastor as Vo-Tech Teacher
  A Third Use for the Law: The First and the Second Uses Apply to Believers
  Exegesis Is for Proclamation: Finding the Law and the Gospel in the Text

3. interpretation: strength perfected in weakness

  The Weakness of Scripture
  Finding the Central Weakness of Scripture: Romans
  Finding the Center of the Gospels

4. practice: luther’s Biblical ethics

  Gleichmut: The Christian’s Balancing Act
  Das Gewissen: The Conscience
  Glaube: Faith
  Gemeinschaft: Community

5. example: luther interpreting Galatians 3:6–14

  The Argumentum
  Galatians 3:6–14 in 1519
  Galatians 3:6–14 in 1535

  An Afterword: Looking Forward to Reading the Bible with Luther
  Index

November 2013 • 144 pp. • paper • $17.99 • 978-0-8010-4917-0
Historical Theology, Church History, Theological Interpretation

ebook available

Timothy J. Wengert (PhD, Duke University) is Ministerium 
of Pennsylvania Professor, Reformation History, at The Lutheran 

Theological Seminary at Philadelphia. He has authored or edited  
twenty books, including The Book of Concord (2000 translation, 

coedited with Robert Kolb). He received the Melanchthon Prize from  
the city of Bretten, Germany (Melanchthon’s birthplace), for 

contributions to the field of Reformation scholarship and has written 
over one hundred articles. He is also associate editor for the Lutheran 

Quarterly and has pastored churches in Minnesota and Wisconsin.
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Why Study History?
Reflecting on the Importance of the Past

John Fea

Why Study History? explains why Christians should study history, how faith is brought 
to bear on our understanding of the past, and how studying the past can help us more 
effectively love God and others. Professors and students of history will value this unique, 
accessible introduction to the study of history and the historian’s vocation.

E n d o r s e m e n t s

“John Fea is quickly becoming one of the most important voices in the up-and-coming 
generation of Christian historians. His reflections on the study of history brim with 
scholarly insight, age-old Christian wisdom, and practical advice. This book will be a 
great conversation starter in a wide array of Christian college classrooms.”—Douglas A. 
Sweeney, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School

“John Fea’s Why Study History? performs a tremendous service for all students, teachers, and 
readers of history. His provocative, entertaining approach raises all the right questions about 
the historical vocation.”—Thomas S. Kidd, Baylor University

“John Fea has written a splendid, engaging book at once erudite and accessible. Anyone 
interested in the craft of the historian or the relationship between historical inquiry and the 
life of faith stands to benefit from having this volume within reach.”—Thomas Albert 
Howard, director, Center for Faith and Inquiry, Gordon College

C o n t e n t s

  Prologue
 1.  What Do Historians Do?
 2.  In Search of a Usable Past
 3.  The Past Is a Foreign Country
 4.  Providence and History  
 5.  Christian Resources for the Study of the Past
 6.  History for a Civil Society
 7.  The Power to Transform
 8.  So What Can You Do with a History Major?
  Epilogue: History and the Church
  Appendix: A Proposal for the Center for American History and a Civil Society
  Index

New Release

September 2013 • 192 pp. • paper • $19.99 • 978-0-8010-3965-2
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      ebook available

John Fea (PhD, State University of New York at Stony Brook) is  
associate professor of American history and chair of the history  
department at Messiah College. He is the author of Was America  
Founded as a Christian Nation? and the coeditor of Confessing  
History: Explorations in Christian Faith and the Historian’s  
Vocation and The Way of Improvement Leads Home: Philip Vickers 
Fithian and the Rural Enlightenment in Early America.
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Justification and the Gospel
Understanding the Contexts and Controversies

R. Michael Allen

Seeking to move beyond current heated debates on justification, this accessible 
introduction offers a fresh, alternative approach to a central theological topic. Michael 
Allen locates justification within the wider context of the gospel, allowing for more 
thoughtful engagement with the Bible, historical theology, and the life of the church. 
He considers some of the liveliest recent debates as well as some overlooked connections 
within the wider orbit of Christian theology.

Justification and the Gospel provides a historically informed, ecumenically minded 
defense of orthodox theology. Allen analyzes what must be maintained and what should be 
reconfigured from the vantage point of systematic theology. The book exemplifies the practice 
of theological interpretation of Scripture and demonstrates justification’s relevance for 
ongoing issues of faith and practice, making it a useful text for professors and students  
of theology.

E n d o r s e m e n t s

“Justification and the Gospel is theology at its best: disciplined by the instruction of Scripture, 
attentive to the traditions of Christian thought and practice, filled with discriminating 
judgments, and eager to explain and commend the gospel of justification.”—John 
Webster, University of St. Andrews

“In this extremely learned book, Michael Allen performs a dual service for Christian theology. 
First, by applying the lens of dogmatic analysis to a topic largely dominated by exegetical and 
ecumenical concern in recent decades, he exposes the shortsightedness of many contemporary 
approaches and debates and enables us to perceive a more capacious domain of possibilities. 
Second, by means of compelling argument and well-chosen examples, he demonstrates that 
historic Protestant teaching regarding God’s gracious justification of the ungodly retains 
its status as a hinge upon which many doctrines turn and a wellspring of theological and 
spiritual vitality.”—Scott Swain, Reformed Theological Seminary

“In this important and lively book, R. Michael Allen broadens and deepens contemporary 
reflection on the doctrine of justification. Allen provides a dogmatic account of the place 
of justification, attentive to how it relates to other topics in Christian doctrine—including 
the divine attributes, Trinity, Christology, the church, and the place of participation in God 
in salvation. As he does so, Allen shows how historic catholic and Reformation sources 
can illuminate a biblical doctrine of justification, moving beyond the caricatures of pre-
Enlightenment theologians that have become common in recent debates. Justification and 
the Gospel is a valuable work that will enlighten, provoke, and edify.”—J. Todd Billings, 
Western Theological Seminary, Holland, Michigan

November 2013 • 208 pp. • paper • $21.99 • 978-0-8010-3986-7
Theology

ebook available

R. Michael Allen (PhD, Wheaton College) is Kennedy Associate 
Professor of Systematic Theology and dean of the faculty at Knox 

Theological Seminary. He is the author of several books, including Karl 
Barth’s Church Dogmatics: An Introduction and Reader, Reformed 

Theology, and The Christ’s Faith: A Dogmatic Account. He also serves as 
book review editor for the International Journal of Systematic  

Theology and is ordained in the Evangelical Presbyterian Church.
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ebook available

the priority  
of Christ
toWaRd a postliBeRal 
catholicism

Robert Barron
352 pp. • paper • $32.00
978-1-58743-198-2
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The Suffering and Victorious Christ
Toward a More Compassionate Christology

Richard J. Mouw and Douglas A. Sweeney

Afterword by Willie James Jennings

“Richard Mouw and Douglas Sweeney address the ‘divine empathy’ of the incarnate 
Christ who, in the mysteries of the Trinity, not only created his fellow humans but also 
suffers with them. The authors’ exploration of neglected themes from Lutheran and 
Calvinist theologians will satisfy the historically minded, and their engagement with 
non-European and African American believers will illuminate the universal character 
of the gospel.”—Mark Noll, University of Notre Dame; coauthor of Clouds of 
Witnesses: Christian Voices from Africa and Asia

“Decades ago, black liberation theologian James Cone invited white theologians to 
listen closely to the spiritual insights of people of color. The Suffering and Victorious 
Christ does just that. With sensitivity and skill, Mouw and Sweeney show how much 
white American Christologies can benefit from Asian and African American histories 
and theological reflections.”—Edward J. Blum, coauthor of The Color of Christ: 
The Son of God and the Saga of Race in America

“Mouw and Sweeney have helped deepen our christological moorings with a 
Christology that reflects in deeper ways God’s redemptive work in the global church 
throughout space and time.”—Timothy C. Tennent, Asbury Theological Seminary

“This is a remarkable testimony of a theological journey in search of resources 
for a compassionate Christology through American Christianity. Readers will have 
a solid grasp of what it means to be faithful to the core of our common Christian 
tradition today while at the same time staying attentive to the voices of contemporary 
critiques. This book is for all students and professionals who take the challenge of 
such a theological inquiry seriously.”—Anri Morimoto, International Christian 
University, Tokyo, Japan

C o n t e n t s

  Introduction
 1.  John Williamson Nevin and the Incarnation of God
 2.  Franz Pieper and the Suffering of God
 3.  A Brief Interlude on Incarnational Presence
 4.  Reformed Theology and the Suffering of Christ
 5.  Christus Dolor among the Slaves and Their Descendants
 6.  The Challenge of Application: Christus Dolor in the American South
  Conclusion
  “Christus Victor and Christus Dolor: An Afterword” by Willie James Jennings
  Resources for Christological Reflection from Our Japanese and African American Interlocutors
  Index
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Christology

ebook available

Richard J. Mouw (PhD, University of Chicago) is president of 
Fuller Theological Seminary and has taught at Calvin College and the 
Free University in Amsterdam. He is the author of numerous books, 
including Uncommon Decency: Christian Civility in an Uncivil 
World and Talking with Mormons: An Invitation to Evangelicals. 
Douglas A. Sweeney (PhD, Vanderbilt University) is professor 
of church history and the history of Christian thought and chair of 
the department at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, where he also 
directs the Jonathan Edwards Center and the Carl F. H. Henry Center 
for Theological Understanding. He is the author of numerous books, 
including Jonathan Edwards and the Ministry of the Word and The 
American Evangelical Story.
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272 pp. • paper • $19.99
978-0-8010-2773-4
ebook available

reformed 
doGmatiCs, vol. 3
sin and salvation in chRist

Herman Bavinck;  
John Bolt, ed.; 
John Vriend, trans.
688 pp. • cloth • $54.99
978-0-8010-2656-0
ebook available

l



Theological, Historical & Ethical Studies

28      For the most complete and updated information on these titles, visit www.bakeracademic.com  |  www.brazospress.com

Bonhoeffer the Assassin?
Challenging the Myth, Recovering His Call to Peacemaking

Mark Thiessen Nation, Anthony G. Siegrist, and Daniel P. Umbel

Foreword by Stanley Hauerwas

The prevailing view regarding Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s life is that he abandoned his 
commitment to pacifism and became involved in plots to assassinate Hitler due to horrors 
he encountered during World War II. However, this pioneering work carefully examines 
the biographical and textual evidence and finds no support for this theory. In fact, this 
book argues that Bonhoeffer maintained his ethic of discipleship, consistently affirming a 
strong stance of peacemaking from 1932 to the end of his life, and that his commitment 
to peace was integrated with his theology and ethics as a whole. 

E n d o r s e m e n t s

“An enormously important book. It is exactly right on the core of Bonhoeffer’s Christian 
ethics and incisively helpful on the ethics of peace and war. The point is not principlism but 
God in Jesus entering incarnationally with compassion into the midst of our defenses and 
alienation, bringing healing and our participation in Jesus’s nonviolent way.” 
—Glen Stassen, author of A Thicker Jesus: Incarnational Discipleship in a Secular Age

“The authors challenge the widely-held assumption that Bonhoeffer not only participated in 
the anti-Nazi conspiracy, but set aside his earlier pacifism and adopted a more ‘rational’ and 
‘realistic’ stance—which included participation in the plot to assassinate Hitler. The close 
readings of Bonhoeffer’s biography set in the larger story of the conspiracy and of the Ethics 
manuscript, in which the more realistic account is supposedly found, are of particular value. 
Regardless of whether you are persuaded by the authors with respect to Bonhoeffer’s level of 
involvement in the attempt to kill Hitler, this volume will decisively reframe the way we read 
the thought and life of this most remarkable Christian.”—Barry Harvey, Baylor University

C o n t e n t s

  Foreword by Stanley Hauerwas
  Introduction

part 1: Bonhoeffer’s Biography reconsidered

 1.  “Pacifist and Enemy of the State”
 2.  Seeking a “Legitimate Christian Means” of Fighting Hitler
 3.  Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the Assassin?

part 2: the development of Bonhoeffer’s theological ethics

 4.  Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s Amoral Ethics: “An Extremely Awkward Undertaking” Never Again   
  Attempted
 5.  Obedience to Jesus Christ: Narrating God’s Command in Bonhoeffer’s Discipleship
 6.  The Penultimate and the Ultimate: Negotiating the Discipleship Tradition in Ethics
 7.  “Everyone Who Acts Responsibly Becomes Guilty”: Contested Themes in Ethics

  Conclusion

New Release

October 2013 • 256 pp. • paper • $29.99 • 978-0-8010-3961-4
Ethics, Public Affairs, Theology

ebook available

Mark Thiessen Nation (PhD, Fuller Theological Seminary)  
is professor of theology at Eastern Mennonite Seminary and has  

authored or edited several books, including John Howard Yoder: 
Mennonite Patience, Evangelical Witness, Catholic Convictions.  

Anthony G. Siegrist (ThD, Wycliffe College, University of Toronto)  
is associate professor of theology at Prairie Bible College.  

Daniel P. Umbel (MDiv, Eastern Mennonite Seminary) is  
a pastor, formerly of Mt. Olivet Church in Dyke, Virginia.

A l s o  o f  I n t e r e s t
the war  
of the lamB
the ethics of nonviolence 
and peacemaking

John Howard Yoder;  
Glen Harold Stassen,  
Mark Thiessen Nation,  
and Matt Hamsher, eds.
240 pp. • paper • $26.00
978-1-58743-260-6
ebook available

Just war as Christian 
disCipleship
RecenteRing the tRadition 
in the chuRch RatheR than 
the state

Daniel M. Bell Jr.
268 pp. • paper • $24.00
978-1-58743-225-5
ebook available

the early ChurCh  
on killinG
a compRehensive souRceBook 
on WaR, aBoRtion,  
and capital punishment

Ronald J. Sider, ed.
224 pp. • paper • $27.99
978-0-8010-3630-9
ebook available

war and Christian 
ethiCs
classic and contempoRaRy 
Readings on the moRality of 
WaR, 2nd ed.
Arthur F. Holmes, ed.
412 pp. • paper • $30.00
978-0-8010-3113-7
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New Release
iGods
How Technology Shapes Our Spiritual and Social Lives

Craig Detweiler

Craig Detweiler interacts with major symbols of our distracted age to investigate the 
impact of the technologies and cultural phenomena that drive us.

E n d o r s e m e n t s

“This is a wonderfully engaging romp through the largely American hills and valleys where 
theology and technology meet—a splendid contribution to the emerging conversations 
about what constitutes the good life in this age of information and communication 
technologies.”—Quentin Schultze, Calvin College; author of Habits of the High-Tech 
Heart

“Craig Detweiler is one of the best at interlacing theology and popular culture. With books 
on film and on gaming, and as the coauthor of a best-selling survey of the field, he now 
turns to consider technology and its effect on our lives. Is technology a gift or a curse? As 
we all sense, it is both. Engaging, well-researched, theologically probing, and sensitive to 
cultural change without either defensiveness or fawning, iGods will inform both addict 
and skeptic.”—Robert K. Johnston, Fuller Theological Seminary; author of Reel 
Spirituality

E x c e r p t

Futurist Arthur C. Clarke noted that any “sufficiently advanced technology is 
indistinguishable from magic.” We marvel at the results without analyzing how the 
trick was accomplished. We may be tempted to bow down to the magic box, ascribing 
secret powers to the technology. We may also applaud the magician who performed the 
trick. When it comes to technology, we celebrate the icons of Silicon Valley as iGods 
worth emulating. We reward them for granting us superpowers. With an iPhone in our 
pocket, we can transcend the bodily limits of space and time. We can send and receive, 
buy and sell, upload and download with a swipe of our fingers. In this book, we will 
consider the magic technologies that we may consider godlike. We will also study the 
trails blazed by tech leaders like Steve Jobs—the original iGod. We will also consider 
the temptations offered by Google and Facebook and Twitter to build our digital 
brand, to become iGods of our making. An iGod can be a technology, a technologist, 
or the person bewitched by the power promised by the gadget. A healthy perspective 
on technology, unmasking the magic, may make us more appreciative of the craft 
involved. In examining how technology improves our lives, we may even come to a 
deeper understanding of the glory of God. In other words, a better grasp of the iGods we 
fashion and follow can lead us toward the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

November 2013 • 256 pp. • paper • $17.99 • 978-1-58743-344-3
Christianity and Culture, Spirituality/Spiritual Formation, Youth Ministry

ebook available

Craig Detweiler (PhD, Fuller Theological Seminary) is 
associate professor of communication and director of the Center for 
Entertainment, Media, and Culture at Pepperdine University. He is the 
author of Into the Dark: Seeing the Sacred in the Top Films of the 
21st Century, coauthor of A Matrix of Meanings: Finding God in Pop 
Culture, and editor of Halos and Avatars: Playing Video Games with 
God. He is also an award-winning filmmaker and cultural commentator.

A l s o  o f  I n t e r e s t

a matrix of 
meaninGs
finding god in pop 
cultuRe

Craig Detweiler  
and Barry Taylor
352 pp. • paper • $28.00
978-0-8010-2417-7
ebook available

into the dark
seeing the sacRed  
in the top films  
of the 21st centuRy

Craig Detweiler
320 pp. • paper • $23.00
978-0-8010-3592-0
ebook available

personal Jesus
hoW populaR music shapes 
ouR souls

Clive Marsh  
and Vaughan S. Roberts
256 pp. • paper • $22.99
978-0-8010-3909-6
ebook available

of Games and God
a chRistian exploRation  
of video games

Kevin Schut
224 pp. • paper • $16.99
978-1-58743-325-2
ebook available
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on God’s side
What Religion foRgets  
and politics hasn’t leaRned 
aBout seRving  
the common good

Jim Wallis
320 pp. • cloth • $21.99
978-1-58743-337-5
ebook available

followinG Jesus  
in a Culture of fear
Scott Bader-Saye
172 pp. • paper • $18.00
978-1-58743-192-0
ebook available

mere disCipleship
Radical chRistianity in a 
ReBellious WoRld, 2nd ed.
Lee C. Camp
272 pp. • paper • $23.00
978-1-58743-230-9
ebook available

New Release

Christians at the Border
Immigration, the Church, and the Bible, 2nd ed.

M. Daniel Carroll R.

Foreword by Samuel Rodríguez

Afterword by Ronald J. Sider

Immigration is one of the most pressing issues on the national agenda. In this accessible 
book, an internationally recognized immigration expert helps readers think biblically 
about this divisive issue, offering nuanced and sympathetic guidance for the church. As 
both a Guatemalan and an American, the author is able to empathize with both sides of 
the struggle and argues that each side has much to learn.

This new edition, now updated and revised, reflects changes from the past five years, 
responds to criticisms of the first edition, and expands sections that have raised questions for 
readers. It includes a foreword by Samuel Rodríguez and an afterword by Ronald Sider.

P r a i s e  f o r  t h e  F i r s t  E d i t i o n

“With a foot in both cultures and a sensitivity to the arguments of all sides, Carroll presents 
Christians at the Border to sort through the complicated and confusing immigration debate 
with nuance. Perspective is what such a complicated discussion requires, and that is what this 
book delivers.”—Darrell Bock, Dallas Theological Seminary

“Christians at the Border offers seminary students, ministers, and church members a valuable 
introductory guide to immigration which informs and also challenges.”—Susanna Snyder, 
Political Theology

“For those who want to become well informed, Carroll provides a well-documented, well-
researched book on immigration, without reverting to scholarly minutiae. . . . The book 
provides excellent material for entry level courses in urban ministry and missions for college 
and seminary students.”—Samuel Cruz, Interpretation

“Carroll’s goal of providing Christians with a biblical and theological framework to participate 
in the US immigration debate as Christians is met brilliantly in Christians at the Border.” 
—Juan Francisco Martínez, Fuller Theological Seminary

“Carroll has written a primer for an honest theological approach to the heated debate 
concerning illegal immigration. . . . This text is a courageous step toward relating to 
undocumented immigrants from a biblical theological framework.”—Daniel Orlando 
Álvarez, Religious Studies Review

January 2014 • 208 pp. • paper • $17.99 • 978-1-58743-351-1
Biblical Studies, Public Affairs, Ethics

ebook available

M. Daniel Carroll R. (PhD, University of Sheffield) is distinguished 
professor of Old Testament at Denver Seminary, where he founded 

IDEAL, a Spanish language training program. He is also  
an adjunct professor at El Seminario Teológico Centroamericano  

in Guatemala. He is the author or editor of several books, including  
Global Voices: Reading the Bible in the Majority World and Amos— 

The Prophet and His Oracles: Research on the Book of Amos,  
and is a contributing editor to Prism.

A l s o  o f  I n t e r e s t
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introduCinG 
Christian doCtrine, 
2nd ed.
Millard J. Erickson;  
L. Arnold Hustad, ed.
448 pp. • cloth • $36.99
978-0-8010-2250-0
ebook available

mappinG modern 
theoloGy
a thematic and histoRical 
intRoduction

Kelly M. Kapic and Bruce L. 
McCormack, eds.
432 pp. • paper • $34.99
978-0-8010-3535-7
ebook available

an exploration of 
Christian theoloGy
Don Thorsen
480 pp. • cloth • $34.99
978-0-8010-4786-2
ebook available

aCross the speCtrum
undeRstanding issues in 
evangelical theology, 2nd ed.
Gregory A. Boyd  
and Paul R. Eddy
352 pp. • paper • $24.99
978-0-8010-3793-1
ebook available

Christian Theology, 3rd ed.
Millard J. Erickson

This influential textbook, now substantially updated and revised throughout, 
offers a comprehensive introduction to theology that is biblical, contemporary, 
moderate, and fair to various positions. The third edition takes into account 
feedback from professors and students and reflects current theological 
conversations, with added material on the atonement, justification, and divine 
foreknowledge.

E n d o r s e m e n t s

“Christian Theology is irenic in tone while incisive in critique, readable in format 
while substantial in content, and always faithful to Scripture and to the service of 
God’s church. The third edition will guide another generation through the ever-
changing context in which theology must be done.”—Gerry Breshears, Western 
Seminary, Portland

“What a consummate joy to see this third edition of Erickson’s widely influential 
Christian Theology. The incomparable mix of a work of serious theological 
reflection yet such readability that a biblically literate layperson can grasp its 
message makes the volume special.”—Paige Patterson, Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary

“Erickson has again given the church a clear-minded, well-stated, comprehensive 
expression of evangelical orthodoxy that is thoroughly informed for ministry in 
the twenty-first century. We are surely in his debt.”—John D. Morrison, Liberty 
University and Liberty Baptist Theological Seminary

P r a i s e  f o r  P r e v i o u s  E d i t i o n s

“This book is a very learned presentation of Christian doctrine on the basis of 
Scripture but in continuing conversation with the tradition of the church as well as 
with modern philosophical and theological contributions. While affirming the divine 
inspiration and inerrancy of the Bible, its form of argument is not fundamentalist 
but open and available to everyone interested in the issues of Christian doctrine. The 
author takes account of critical historical exegesis. His book constitutes an excellent 
example of the evangelical outlook on the Christian faith and a basis for dialogue 
with other theological positions.”—Wolfhart Pannenberg, University of Munich

“Christian Theology has established itself as the most widely used and most 
generally useful of modern Protestant surveys of Christian truth. It is altogether a 
masterly piece of work.”—J. I. Packer, Regent College

Now Available • 1,200 pp. • cloth • $49.99 •978-0-8010-3643-9
Systematic Theology

ebook available

Millard J. Erickson (PhD, Northwestern University) has served as a 
pastor and seminary dean and has taught at several schools, including 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Western Seminary (Portland 
and San Jose), and Baylor University. He has also held numerous visiting 
professorships, both in the United States and internationally. Erickson is 
the author of many books, including Introducing Christian Doctrine.
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Jonathan R. Wilson (PhD, Duke University) 
is Pioneer McDonald Professor of Theology 
at Carey Theological College. He previously 
taught at Acadia Divinity College and Westmont 
College, has served as a pastor, and is the 
author of numerous books.

A l s o  o f  I n t e r e s t

God so loved  
the world
a chRistology foR disciples

Jonathan R. Wilson
216 pp. • paper • $22.00
978-0-8010-2277-7
ebook available

for the Beauty  
of the earth
a chRistian vision foR cReation 
caRe, 2nd ed.
Steven Bouma-Prediger
256 pp. • paper • $25.00
978-0-8010-3695-8
ebook available

Classical Christian Doctrine
Introducing the Essentials of the Ancient Faith

ronald e. heine

“Here at last is an introductory theology text that gracefully 
inducts beginning students into Christian doctrines deriving 
from the Nicene Creed. Undergraduates as well as seminarians 
will meet the major minds and texts that shaped classical 
Christian theology and emerge equipped to engage the 
intricacies of Christianity’s doctrinal struggles through this 
most lucid portal, which is replete with textual excerpts, 
explanatory glosses, and accessible though not overly simplified 
presentations of hotly debated questions.”—Ellen Charry, 
Princeton Theological Seminary

“If you are searching for a solid and solidifying introduction 
to the doctrines of early Christianity, this is it. Ronald Heine 
helps those of us who feel unsettled within our transitory 
age to find some steadiness of faith within the classical and 
foundational. This is a book for those who think beginnings 
might be important to beliefs, who think antiquity might enrich 
the contemporary, and who, because they don’t like to free-
fall, appreciate the groundwork.”—D. Jeffrey Bingham, 
Wheaton College

Ronald E. Heine (PhD, University of 
Illinois) is professor of Bible and Christian 
ministry at Northwest Christian University. He 
is the author of Reading the Old Testament 
with the Ancient Church and several books  
on Origen.

A l s o  o f  I n t e r e s t

lovinG the poor,  
savinG the riCh
Wealth, poveRty, and eaRly 
chRistian foRmation

Helen Rhee
304 pp. • paper • $29.99
978-0-8010-4824-1
ebook available

retrievinG niCaea
the development and meaning  
of tRinitaRian doctRine

Khaled Anatolios
352 pp. • cloth • $39.99
978-0-8010-3132-8
ebook available
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Now Available • 192 pp. • paper • $21.99
978-0-8010-4873-9

Systematic Theology, Patristics
ebook available

God’s Good World
Reclaiming the Doctrine of Creation

Jonathan r. wilson

“A very important book. By pointing out how a robust doctrine 
of creation has been missing, Jonathan Wilson shows why 
evangelical engagement with our world is so feeble. He then lays 
the foundation for a much richer life by showing the necessary 
connections between redemption and creation. Most important, 
he shows how we can build on that trinitarian foundation—
in our attitudes toward the body, ‘consuming,’ the internet, 
business, and much more—all in the light of transformed 
worship. All Christians should read this book.” 
—Loren Wilkinson, Regent College, Vancouver

“In the current discussions concerning the biblical doctrine 
of creation, we often bypass what is most important to us as 
Christians as we debate issues like the age of the earth or the 
length of the creation days. Wilson corrects this oversight as 
he masterfully guides us to a rich appreciation of God as our 
Creator and Redeemer.”—Tremper Longman III,  
Westmont College

Now Available • 304 pp. • paper • $24.99
978-0-8010-3881-5

Theology, Ethics
ebook available
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Imagining the Kingdom
How Worship Works

James k. a. smith

CulTural liTurgieS

“Imagining the Kingdom is a fit successor to Jamie Smith’s 
remarkable Desiring the Kingdom. The new book is, like its 
predecessor, learned but lively, provocative but warmhearted, a 
manifesto and a guide. Smith takes Christians deeper into the 
artistic, imaginative, and practical resources on which we must 
draw if we wish to renew not only our minds but also our whole 
beings in Christ.”—Alan Jacobs, Honors College, Baylor 
University

“In this wonderfully rich and engagingly readable book of 
‘liturgical anthropology,’ Smith makes a persuasive case 
for the thesis that human beings are best understood as 
worshiping animals. It has important implications at once for 
practical theology’s reflection on religious formation, liturgy, 
and pedagogy and for philosophical theorizing about just 
what religion is. And it develops as an engaging and lively 
conversation among an astonishing mix of people.”—David 
Kelsey, Yale Divinity School

Now Available • 224 pp. • paper • $22.99
978-0-8010-3578-4
Philosophy, Theology, Worship/Liturgy

ebook available

James K. A. Smith (PhD, Villanova 
University) is professor of philosophy at 
Calvin College, where he also holds the 
Gary and Henrietta Byker Chair in Applied 
Reformed Theology and Worldview. He is 
the editor of Comment magazine and has 
authored or edited many books, including the 
Christianity Today Book Award winners Who’s 
Afraid of Postmodernism? and Desiring the 
Kingdom.

A l s o  o f  I n t e r e s t

desirinG the kinGdom
WoRship, WoRldvieW, and 
cultuRal foRmation

James K. A. Smith
240 pp. • paper • $22.99
978-0-8010-3577-7
ebook available

liturGy as a way  
of life
emBodying the aRts in 
chRistian WoRship

Bruce Ellis Benson
160 pp. • paper • $17.99
978-0-8010-3135-9
ebook available

The End of Apologetics
Christian Witness in a Postmodern Context

myron Bradley penner

“This book is quite accessible and passionately committed 
to Jesus Christ and his work in our world. Penner shows 
us that the modern age is ending and that the apologetics 
attached to that age cannot sustain lives of discipleship and 
witness to the gospel. But the real work of this book is to 
show us the way forward in faithfulness with a passion that 
makes us alive in Christ and fully present in the world for 
its redemption. This is an edifying work that builds us up in 
the hope and love of the gospel.”—Jonathan R. Wilson, 
Carey Theological College, Vancouver

“Speaking as a Roman Catholic and something of a Thomist, 
I welcome Dr. Penner’s meticulous and persuasive exposure 
of the kind of rationalistic apologetics that unwittingly make 
Christian faith quite unbelievable. A pleasure to read!” 
—Fergus Kerr, University of Edinburgh

Now Available • 192 pp. • paper • $19.99
978-0-8010-3598-2
Apologetics, Philosophy

ebook available

Myron Bradley Penner (PhD, University of 
Edinburgh) is pastor of Trinity International 
Church in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, 
and the author or editor of several books. 
He previously taught at Prairie College and 
Graduate School and served as a human 
development worker.

A l s o  o f  I n t e r e s t

Christianity and  
the postmodern turn
six vieWs

Myron B. Penner, ed.
240 pp. • paper • $26.00
978-1-58743-108-1
ebook available

imaGinative 
apoloGetiCs
theology, philosophy  
and the catholic tRadition

Andrew Davison, ed.
198 pp. • paper • $25.00
978-0-8010-3981-2
USA and Canada only  
(SCM-Canterbury Press)
ebook available
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With the Grain of the Universe
The Church’s Witness and Natural Theology

stanley hauerwas

This major work by one of the world’s top theologians offers a 
provocative and closely argued perspective on natural theology. 
Critically acclaimed and winner of a Christianity Today 
Book Award, With the Grain of the Universe is now available 
in paperback with a new afterword that sets the book in 
contemporary context and responds to critics.

E n d o r s e m e n t s

“In its animated conversations with William James, Reinhold 
Niebuhr, and Karl Barth and in its constructive proposals, this 
book makes for fine reading and ought to stir up some new and 
serious debate about what the church’s confession has to say 
about natural reality.”—John Webster, Oxford University

“This is a book we have long awaited; Hauerwas’s account of 
what went wrong and what went right with theology in the 
twentieth century.”—Robert Louis Wilken, University of 
Virginia

Now Available • 264 pp. • paper • $24.99
978-0-8010-4898-2

Ethics, Theology
ebook available

Stanley Hauerwas (PhD, Yale University) 
is the Gilbert T. Rowe Professor of Theological 
Ethics at Duke University. He is the author of 
numerous books, including Cross-Shattered 
Christ, A Cross-Shattered Church, War and 
the American Difference, and Matthew in the 
Brazos Theological Commentary on the Bible.

A l s o  o f  I n t e r e s t

war and the ameriCan 
differenCe
theological Reflections on 
violence and national identity

Stanley Hauerwas
208 pp. • paper • $19.99
978-0-8010-3929-4
ebook available

postliBeral theoloGy 
and the ChurCh 
CatholiC
conveRsations With geoRge 
lindBeck, david BuRRell, and 
stanley haueRWas

John Wright, ed.
176 pp. • paper • $27.00
978-0-8010-3982-9
ebook available

Calvin and the Reformed 
Tradition
On the Work of Christ and the Order  
of Salvation

richard a. muller

“This forcefully written and persuasively argued book casts in 
relief the diversity and complexity of the Reformed tradition in 
the early modern period. With an astonishing grasp of a broad 
range of sources, Muller offers a challenging and illuminating 
examination of the tightly woven relations between theology and 
history. The analysis is penetrating and the arguments break new 
ground, all in conversation with generations of scholarship on 
Reformed thought. Essential reading.”—Bruce Gordon,  
Yale Divinity School

“Once again, Muller has provided us with a sophisticated and 
provocative analysis of the Reformed tradition. He teaches us that 
this tradition stemmed from multiple backgrounds, relied on 
various predecessors and sources, and must be understood  
in terms of changing circumstances. This book is indispensable  
for understanding the development of the theology of the 
Reformed tradition.”—Susan Schreiner, University of 
Chicago Divinity School

Now Available • 288 pp. • paper • $39.99
978-0-8010-4870-8

Historical Theology, Church History
ebook available

Richard A. Muller (PhD, Duke University) 
is P. J. Zondervan Professor of Historical 
Theology at Calvin Theological Seminary and 
the author of numerous books, including The 
Unaccommodated Calvin, After Calvin, and 
Post-Reformation Reformed Dogmatics.

A l s o  o f  I n t e r e s t

A READER’S GUIDE  
TO CALVIN’S INSTITUTES
Anthony N. S. Lane
176 pp. • paper • $15.00
978-0-8010-3731-3
ebook available

Calvin’s theoloGy  
of the psalms
Herman J. Selderhuis
304 pp. • paper • $35.00
978-0-8010-3166-3
ebook available
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Thomas G. Guarino (STD, Catholic 
University of America) is professor of 
systematic theology at Seton Hall University. 
He is the author of several books, including 
Vattimo and Theology and Foundations  
of Systematic Theology.

A l s o  o f  I n t e r e s t

athanasius
Peter J. Leithart
224 pp. • paper • $28.00
978-0-8010-3942-3
ebook available

from niCaea  
to ChalCedon
a guide to the liteRatuRe  
and its BackgRound, 2nd ed.
Frances M. Young  
with Andrew Teal
416 pp. • paper • $40.00
978-0-8010-3915-7
USA and Canada only  
(SCM-Canterbury Press)

Matthew Levering (PhD, Boston College) is 
professor of religious studies at the University 
of Dayton. He is the author or editor of 
numerous books, including Ezra & Nehemiah 
in the Brazos Theological Commentary on 
the Bible, and is the coauthor of Holy People, 
Holy Land.

A l s o  o f  I n t e r e s t

Baptismal imaGery  
in early Christianity
Ritual, visual, and theological 
dimensions

Robin M. Jensen
256 pp. • paper • $25.00
978-0-8010-4832-6
ebook available

a key to Balthasar
hans uRs von BalthasaR on 
Beauty, goodness, and tRuth

Aidan Nichols, OP
128 pp. • paper • $18.00
978-0-8010-3974-4
EU and Commonwealth rights: Darton, 
Longman, and Todd

l

l

The Theology of Augustine
An Introductory Guide to His Most Important 
Works

matthew levering

“Levering introduces Augustine through seven of his most 
important texts—a wonderful idea. Augustine shines out 
as one whose theology focuses on the central mystery of 
the Christian faith, God’s gracious drawing of humanity 
into the divine life through the work of the incarnate Word 
and the life-giving Spirit. Levering’s treatment beautifully 
complements existing introductions, providing a guide that 
should aid generations of students and inspire the interested 
lay reader.”—Lewis Ayres, Durham University

“Levering offers to students the best introduction to Augustine 
devised so far. He makes clear that Augustine himself was no 
‘Augustinian’; even though he invented subjective angst and 
had an acute sense of sin, Augustine was also a humanist and 
a profound metaphysician. This book successfully inducts us 
into the bishop of Hippo’s integral blend of soul-searching, 
critical reading of sacred texts, ontological reflection, 
and social activism.”—John Milbank, University of 
Nottingham

Now Available • 224 pp. • paper • $24.99
978-0-8010-4848-7

Theology, Church History, Patristics
ebook available

Vincent of Lérins and the 
Development of Christian 
Doctrine

thomas G. Guarino

foundaTionS of TheologiCal exegeSiS  
and ChriSTian SpiriTualiTy

hans Boersma and Matthew levering, series editors

“Any student of theology interested in the problem of the 
development of doctrine must take seriously the full measure 
of Guarino’s carefully researched book. He not only provides 
us with brilliant historical scholarship but also demonstrates 
the enduring pertinence of the Vincentian Canon, which is 
too often reduced to a catchphrase. This volume is a splendid 
example of authentic ressourcement.”—Lawrence S. 
Cunningham, University of Notre Dame

“Guarino not only rescues Vincent of Lérins from the textbook 
stigma of a static view of Christian truth (what has been 
held ‘always, everywhere, and by everyone’), he also lifts 
up the nuances in the Lérinian’s full view of the dynamic 
development of doctrine (identity within change), a view 
appreciatively received by John Henry Newman and worthy of 
ecumenical ‘rereception’ today.”—Paul Rorem, Princeton 
Theological Seminary Now Available • 192 pp. • paper • $26.99

978-0-8010-4909-5
Church History, Patristics, Historical Theology

ebook available


