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Living the 
Sabbath
Discovering the Rhythms 
of Rest and Delight

Norman Wirzba

174 pp. · paper · $20.00

978-1-58743-165-4

ebook available

introducing 
evangeLicaL 
ecotheoLogy
Foundations in Scripture, 
Theology, History, and 
Praxis

Daniel L. Brunner, 
Jennifer L. Butler, and 
A. J. Swoboda

272 pp. · paper · $26.99

978-0-8010-4965-1

ebook available

For the beauty 
oF the earth
A Christian Vision for 
Creation Care, 2nd ed.

Steven Bouma-Prediger

256 pp. · paper · $26.00

978-0-8010-3695-8

ebook available

god’S good 
WorLd
Reclaiming the Doctrine  
of Creation

Jonathan R. Wilson

304 pp. · paper · $26.00

978-0-8010-3881-5

ebook available

From Nature to Creation
A Christian Vision for Understanding  
and Loving Our World
norman Wirzba
The ChurCh and PosTmodern CulTure
James K. a. smith, series editor

Renowned theologian Norman Wirzba engages philosophers, 
environmentalists, and cultural critics to show how the modern 
concept of nature has been deeply problematic. Wirzba explains that 
understanding the world as creation rather than as nature or the 
environment makes possible an imagination shaped by practices of 
responsibility and gratitude, which can contribute to the healing of our 
lands and communities.

EndorsEmEnts
“Norman Wirzba writes with verve, alacrity, and theological 

sensitivity in laying out particular arguments for bringing back the 
importance of creation for a theological anthropology relevant to earth 
ethics. This book will be valuable not only for individuals but also in a 
variety of ecclesial as well as educational settings.”—celia e. deane-
drummond, University of Notre Dame 

“From Nature to Creation expertly traces how major trends in 
contemporary culture undermine the possibility of care for creation. 
Most importantly, this book not only persuasively shows how the felt 
absence of God and the pervasive degradation of the world are linked 
but also compellingly demonstrates how we may love God and embrace 
our creatureliness in ways that are faithful and life-giving for all of God’s 
creatures.”—Steven bouma-Prediger, Hope College; author of For the 
Beauty of the Earth

“As commercialized nature and utilitarian thinking poison the 
planet and change the climate, what could be more important than 
‘creation’ as the gracious way we live? No one is better than Wirzba in 
describing modernity’s idolatrous and disastrous course and offering 
a Christian understanding of creation as the antidote.”—Larry 
rasmussen, Union Theological Seminary, New York City

“In this, his most important book yet, Norman Wirzba asks the 
simple question: what difference would it make if we thought of the 
earth not as nature but as creation? His answer—that ‘this is the world 
in which God delights . . . the world we are called to love’—challenges 
everyone. Drawing with magisterial and eloquent scholarship on a vast 
range of sources across both Christian and secular thought, Wirzba calls 
us to attentiveness, to rootedness—and above all, to gratitude.”—Loren 
Wilkinson, Regent College, Vancouver

norman Wirzba (PhD, Loyola University, Chicago) 
is professor of theology and ecology at Duke 
University Divinity School. He is the author or  
editor of numerous books, including Food and Faith:  
A Theology of Eating; Living the Sabbath; Making 
Peace with the Land (coauthored with Fred Bahnson);  
The Essential Agrarian Reader ; The Paradise of God:  
Renewing Religion in an Ecological Age; and The 
Art of the Commonplace: The Agrarian Essays of 
Wendell Berry.

october 2015

176 pp. · paper · $19.99

978-0-8010-9593-1
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a ebook available
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the SuFFering 
and victoriouS 
chriSt
Toward a More 
Compassionate Christology

Richard J. Mouw and 
Douglas A. Sweeney

128 pp. · paper · $20.00

978-0-8010-4844-9

ebook available

earLy narrative 
chriStoLogy
The Lord in the Gospel 
of Luke

C. Kavin Rowe

290 pp. · paper · $40.00

978-0-8010-3591-3

the chriStian 
Faith
A Creedal Account

Hans Schwarz

224 pp. · paper · $21.99

978-0-8010-4964-4

ebook available

engaging the 
doctrine oF 
reveLation
The Mediation of the 
Gospel through Church 
and Scripture

Matthew Levering

384 pp. · cloth · $44.99

978-0-8010-4924-8

ebook available

november 2015

352 pp. · cloth · $45.00

978-0-8010-9754-6

Christology

a ebook available

Ingolf U. dalferth (DrTheol, University of Tübingen) 
is Danforth Professor of Philosophy of Religion at 
Claremont Graduate University. He is also professor 
emeritus in the faculty of theology at the University 
of Zurich, where he served as director of the 
Institute of Hermeneutics and Philosophy of Religion 
for many years. He has held academic positions 
at the universities of Durham, Tübingen, Frankfurt, 
Fribourg, and Copenhagen. Dalferth is the author 
of twenty books, including Die Wirklichkeit des 
Möglichen, Hermeneutische Religionsphilosophie, 
and Becoming Present: An Inquiry into the Christian 
Sense of the Presence of God.

Crucified and Resurrected
Restructuring the Grammar of Christology
ingolf u. dalferth

This major work, now available in English, is considered by many to be 
one of the finest and most significant contributions to modern Chris-
tology. Preeminent scholar and theologian Ingolf Dalferth argues for a 
radical reorientation of Christology for historical, hermeneutical, and 
theological reasons. He defends an orthodox vision of Christology in the 
context of a dialogue with modernity, showing why the resurrection, not 
the incarnation, ought to be the central idea of christological thinking.

Crucified and Resurrected reorients Christology from the traditional focus 
on the incarnation to the original focus on the resurrection. Dalferth 
explains that Christology is about God, not a particular past event of 
history, and it is about the activity of divine love in resurrection rather 
than about incarnation. Resurrection is not merely about the crucified 
Jesus but about God, who through his salvific presence creates life from 
death and good out of evil for his creatures. Dalferth articulates the 
main features of a grammar of Christology so as to state, clearly and 
systematically, the consequences of the christological transformation of 
theology. He shows that a dogmatic explication of the Christian faith has 
to follow a path of thought that leads from the resurrection to the cross, 
from the cross to the life of Jesus, and from there to the understanding 
of God, which, when given a new and rearticulated form, leads to the 
understanding of salvation. Dalferth also offers a critical account of con-
temporary debates about the sacrificial understanding of Jesus’s death 
and its relevance for understanding contemporary Christian life. In the 
process, he explores how Christology has fared in modernity, introduc-
ing readers to the works of an exhaustive number of interlocutors, both 
friendly to and suspicious of the orthodox model.

Dalferth’s proposal is both pneumatological and trinitarian and 
addresses themes such as soteriology, the doctrine of atonement, and 
preaching. The result is a faithful restating of orthodox Christology in 
a modern key. Crucified and Resurrected was first published by Mohr 
Siebeck as Der auferweckte Gekreuzigte in 1994. It was translated by Jo 
Bennett.
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underStanding 
chriStian 
MiSSion
Participation in Suffering 
and Glory

Scott W. Sunquist

464 pp. · cloth · $34.99

978-0-8010-3615-6

ebook available

turning PointS
Decisive Moments in the 
History of Christianity, 
3rd ed.

Mark A. Noll

368 pp. · paper · $22.99

978-0-8010-3996-6

eu rights: IVP

ebook available

Why Study 
hiStory?
Reflecting on the 
Importance of the Past

John Fea

192 pp. · paper · $19.99

978-0-8010-3965-2

ebook available

bonhoeFFer the 
aSSaSSin?
Challenging the Myth, 
Recovering His Call to 
Peacemaking

Mark Thiessen Nation, 
Anthony G. Siegrist, 
and Daniel P. Umbel

272 pp. · paper · $30.00

978-0-8010-3961-4

ebook available

The Unexpected Christian Century
The Reversal and Transformation  
of Global Christianity, 1900–2000
Scott W. Sunquist
Foreword by Mark A. Noll

“This book provides a learned overview of major themes in 
twentieth-century world Christianity. Distinguished scholar Scott Sunquist, 
writing from an insider Christian perspective, shows how such factors 
as migration, persecution, the decline of Western Christianity, and 
Pentecostalism have created a religion far different from that of a century 
ago. He balances depth and breadth in a readable format, and in so doing, 
provides a valuable addition to the growing body of scholarship on world 
Christianity.”—dana L. robert, Boston University; author of Christian 
Mission: How Christianity Became a World Religion

“It would be hard to overestimate the valuable contribution 
Scott Sunquist has made to our understanding of the global Christian 
movement. This short volume illustrates the point. His knowledge is 
encyclopedic, his perspective fresh. This volume serves as an excellent 
introduction to what appeared at the beginning to be the century of 
Western dominance but ended up being so very different.”—gerald L. 
Sittser, Whitworth University; author of Water from a Deep Well

“Written in accessible language but with penetrating insight, The 
Unexpected Christian Century sheds considerable light on Christianity’s 
prospects in this century by reviewing the last. A valuable addition to a 
vital discourse.”—Jehu J. hanciles, Candler School of Theology, Emory 
University

“Despite its brevity, this volume places us in Sunquist’s debt for 
extending the Christian story beyond the familiar clichés, luminaries, 
and events of conventional Western church histories to a trajectory 
that includes and accounts for the fecund world of Christianity in the 
global South. Full of surprises, this is an astounding, fast-moving story, 
whose latest chapter was not and could not have been predicted by 
earlier generations of church historians.”—Jonathan J. bonk, Overseas 
Ministries Study Center

“The great merit of Scott Sunquist’s book is to narrate the recent 
history of Christianity as a genuinely and thoroughly world history. . . . 
Accessible histories that feature the broad general developments of the 
recent past, and yet that remain connected to particular stories of particular 
places, remain rare. The Unexpected Christian Century is a notable 
addition to such efforts. . . . Readers who pay attention to what [Professor 
Sunquist] has written will . . . find the book a godsend for opening up a 
vitally important history and pointing the way toward responsible Christian 
life in the future.”—Mark a. noll (from the foreword)

scott W. sunquist (PhD, Princeton Theological 
Seminary) is dean of the School of Intercultural 
Studies and professor of world Christianity at 
Fuller Theological Seminary. He previously served 
as professor of world Christianity at Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary. Sunquist is the author 
of the Christianity Today Book Award Winner 
Understanding Christian Mission, coauthor of 
the multivolume History of the World Christian 
Movement, and coeditor of A Dictionary of Asian 
Christianity.

november 2015

240 pp. · paper · $22.99

978-0-8010-9746-1
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a ebook available
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the hoLy 
trinity in the 
LiFe oF the 
church
Khaled Anatolios, ed.

272 pp. · paper · $30.00

978-0-8010-4897-5

ebook available

exPLoring 
eccLeSioLogy
An Evangelical and 
Ecumenical Introduction

Brad Harper and Paul 
Louis Metzger

336 pp. · paper · $28.00

978-1-58743-173-9

ebook available

created For 
coMMunity
Connecting Christian 
Belief with Christian 
Living, 3rd ed.

Stanley J. Grenz  
and Jay T. Smith

320 pp. · paper · $27.99

978-0-8010-4929-3

ebook available

reForMed 
cathoLicity
The Promise of Retrieval 
for Theology and Biblical 
Interpretation

Michael Allen  
and Scott R. Swain

176 pp. · paper · $19.99

978-0-8010-4979-8

ebook available

october 2015

256 pp. · paper · $24.99

978-0-8010-4974-3

Ecclesiology

a ebook available

robert sherman (PhD, University of Chicago Divinity 
School) previously served as the Richard P. Buck  
Professor of Christian Theology at Bangor Theological  
Seminary in Bangor, Maine. A leading theologian 
of the Reformed tradition, he is the author of King, 
Priest, and Prophet: A Trinitarian Theology of 
Atonement.

Covenant, Community, and the Spirit
A Trinitarian Theology of Church
robert Sherman

“Written with clarity and full of biblical and practical discernment, 
Covenant, Community, and the Spirit displays the riches that Christian 
teaching about the Trinity and the Holy Spirit brings to our experience 
and understanding of the church. This is generous Reformed theology 
at its best.”—John Webster, University of St. Andrews

“Uniting us to Christ through the faith-creating gospel, the Holy 
Spirit simultaneously unites us to Christ’s body. Robert Sherman 
integrates topics that too often float apart, especially personal salvation, 
the work of the Spirit, and the nature and mission of the church. 
Deeply rooted in Scripture and the wisdom of Christian interpretation, 
this exploration is also wonderfully accessible. This is a welcome 
contribution to the ecumenical conversation. But it is more than 
that: it is a personally enriching and edifying meditation on what it 
means to belong to the people of the Triune God.”—Michael horton, 
Westminster Seminary California

“More than solely an ecclesiology, this book offers a richly 
accessible introduction to the whole of Christian doctrine. Reformed 
Christians will find here an eloquent and enjoyable presentation 
of their faith, in a mode that is at once classical and contemporary. 
For Christians of other traditions, this book manifests the gracious 
interaction and friendly argumentation that represents the best of 
ecumenically minded, nonpolemical theology. Read this book to learn 
what Reformed Christianity is, and read this book to learn what true 
ecumenism is.”—Matthew Levering, Mundelein Seminary

“A language of hope rarely occurs in talk of the church today. 
Crisis and cynicism too often mar conversation about the congregation. 
Robert Sherman’s Covenant, Community, and the Spirit helps us recover 
an ecclesiology of hope by setting the church community in the 
context of the gospel of the Triune God and by retrieving not only the 
powerful imagery of Holy Scripture throughout but also the idioms of 
the Christian tradition, in both classical and Reformed variations. As 
Christ’s body, God’s people, and the Spirit’s temple, we are reminded 
that the church has life-giving hope, and, as pilgrims on a journey, we 
see that the church is graced with a vital mission and a joyful calling.” 
—Michael allen, Reformed Theological Seminary, Orlando
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ancient 
chriStian 
WorShiP
Early Church Practices 
in Social, Historical, and 
Theological Perspective

Andrew B. McGowan

320 pp. · cloth · $34.99

978-0-8010-3152-6

ebook available

earLy chriStian 
Martyr StorieS
An Evangelical 
Introduction with New 
Translations

Bryan M. Litfin

208 pp. · paper · $19.99

978-0-8010-4958-3

ebook available

earLy 
chriStianity 
in contextS
An Exploration across 
Cultures and Continents

William Tabbernee, 
ed.

640 pp. · cloth · $42.99

978-0-8010-3126-7

ebook available

the originaL 
biShoPS
Office and Order in 
the First Christian 
Communities

Alistair C. Stewart

416 pp. · cloth · $50.00

978-0-8010-4921-7

ebook available

The Patient Ferment of the Early Church
The Improbable Rise of Christianity  
in the Roman Empire
alan Kreider

During the three centuries before the conversion of the emperor 
Constantine, the Christian church grew in the Roman Empire. It grew 
despite disincentives, harassment, and occasional persecution. What 
enabled Christianity to be so successful that, by the fifth century, it was 
the established religion of the empire?

In this unique historical study, Alan Kreider delivers the fruit of a 
lifetime of study as he tells the amazing story of the spread of Christi-
anity over its first four hundred years. Challenging traditional under-
standings, Kreider contends the early church grew because patience 
was of central importance in the life and witness of the early Christians. 
Patience was the virtue about which the patristic writers wrote most—
Tertullian, Cyprian, and Augustine all wrote treatises on it. Patience 
entailed trusting God, who was inexorably at work; obeying Jesus, 
who embodied patience and called his followers to live in unusual, 
patient ways; and responding to people who were attracted to their 
life and message in such a way that they would be formed to become 
patient believers. Instead of writing about evangelistic method, the early 
Christians reflected on prayer, catechesis, and worship, all of which 
formed believers to have patient reflexes and to participate in a church 
that grew not by plan but by ferment. This book will benefit professors, 
students, and scholars of ancient Christianity, mission, liturgy, and 
Christian formation as well as pastors and church leaders.

ContEnts
Introduction

Part 1: groWth and Patience

1. The Improbable Growth of the Church
2. The Good of Patience
3. Push and Pull

Part 2: FerMent

4. Christians as agents of Growth
5. Communities as Cultures of Patience

Part 3: ForMing the habituS

6. Catechesis and Baptism
7. Worship
8. “Wise doves” in the Didascalia apostolorum

Part 4: the tranSForMation oF Patience

9. The Impatience of Constantine
10. augustine and the Just Impatience

Index

Alan Kreider (PhD, Harvard University) is professor 
emeritus of church history and mission at Anabaptist 
Mennonite Biblical Seminary. He is the former 
director of the Centre for the Study of Christianity 
and Culture at Regent’s Park College, Oxford 
University, where he also served as a member of the 
theological faculty. Kreider has authored several 
books, including The Change of Conversion and the 
Origin of Christendom and Worship and Mission 
after Christendom.

february 2016

272 pp. · paper · $26.99

978-0-8010-4849-4
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a ebook available
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a LiFe obServed
A Spiritual Biography  
of C. S. Lewis

Devin Brown

256 pp. · paper · $16.99

978-1-58743-335-1

ebook available

dangerouS 
PaSSionS, deadLy 
SinS
Learning from the 
Psychology of Ancient 
Monks

Dennis Okholm

240 pp. · paper · $16.99

978-1-58743-353-5

ebook available

the theoLogy 
oF auguStine
An Introductory Guide to 
His Most Important Works

Matthew Levering

224 pp. · paper · $26.00

978-0-8010-4848-7

ebook available

cLaSSicaL 
chriStian 
doctrine
Introducing the Essentials 
of the Ancient Faith

Ronald E. Heine

192 pp. · paper · $21.99

978-0-8010-4873-9

ebook available

february 2016

240 pp. · paper · $19.99

978-1-58743-378-8

Church History, 

Spirituality/Spiritual 

Formation

a ebook available

Chris r. Armstrong (PhD, Duke University) is the 
founding director of Opus: The Art of Work, an 
institute on faith and vocation at Wheaton College, 
where he also serves as a faculty member in biblical 
and theological studies. He formerly served as 
professor of church history at Bethel Seminary 
and was founding director of the Bethel Work with 
Purpose initiative. Armstrong is senior editor of 
Christian History and senior editor of the Patheos 
Faith and Work Channel. He is also the author of 
Patron Saints for Postmoderns.

Medieval Wisdom  
for Modern Christians
Finding Authentic Faith  
in a Forgotten Age with C. S. Lewis
chris r. armstrong

Most evangelical accounts of church history tend to leave out the 
medieval period. They seem to assume the church apostatized from true 
Christianity after it gained cultural influence in the time of Constantine, 
and the faith was only later recovered by the Reformers. Though recent 
work has been done to rehabilitate the first six centuries of the church, 
the medieval period has been left in a black hole, its riches and wisdom 
inaccessible to modern Protestants.

Church historian Chris Armstrong believes the medieval church is 
the next frontier in evangelical ressourcement. He explores key ideas, 
figures, and movements from the Middle Ages in conversation with  
C. S. Lewis and other thinkers, helping contemporary Christians 
discover authentic faith and renewal in a forgotten age.

ExCErpt
I grew up in a home where my father, a theology professor, read to my 
two brothers and me the delightfully quasi-medieval stories of C. S. 
Lewis, J. R. R. Tolkien, George MacDonald, and others. These were 
influences in shaping not only my imagination but also the faith I would 
find as a young adult. . . .

Since then, I’ve never lost my fascination with either those modern 
authors or the medieval world they loved. Of course, they sometimes 
romanticized that world. But they also, as we’ll see, took it quite seri-
ously as a source of wisdom for living. During my doctoral program in 
American church history at Duke University, a band of friends formed  
an “Inklings” group. Together we read and discussed those same medieval- 
influenced authors—and we reached for the older Christian wisdom 
from which they drew.

After Duke, I took a job editing Christian History magazine at Christian-
ity Today. While there, I edited issues and wrote articles on Lewis and 
Tolkien, as well as G. K. Chesterton (author of two splendid biographies 
of important medieval Christians), Dorothy L. Sayers (translator of Dan-
te and medieval French literature), and others. At the same time, I was 
able to continue my exploration—begun in graduate school—of such 
medieval thinkers as Benedict of Nursia, Bernard of Clairvaux, and the 
scholastic precursors of the scientific revolution. . . . All of this began to 
prepare me to see in medieval faith some blessings along with the banes.
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viSuaL Faith
Art, Theology, and 
Worship in Dialogue

William A. Dyrness

190 pp. · paper · $22.00

978-0-8010-2297-5

ebook available

god’S Wider 
PreSence
Reconsidering General 
Revelation

Robert K. Johnston

256 pp. · paper · $25.99

978-0-8010-4945-3

ebook available

atoneMent, 
LaW, and 
JuStice
The Cross in Historical 
and Cultural Contexts

Adonis Vidu

304 pp. · paper · $24.99

978-0-8010-3919-5

ebook available

heaven, heLL, 
and Purgatory
Rethinking the Things That 
Matter Most

Jerry L. Walls

240 pp. · paper · $19.99

978-1-58743-356-6

ebook available

Theology without Borders
An Introduction to Global Conversations
William a. dyrness and oscar garcía-Johnson

Everyone knows the nature of Christianity has changed and the 
church is growing rapidly outside the West. But there is no consensus 
as to what this means for doing theology. Must Western theology be 
exported? Should Westerners rethink their views of God and the Bible 
in the light of non-Western thinkers?

Theology without Borders argues that the current demographics of 
Christianity demand that theology becomes a comparative exercise in 
which different voices reflect their different settings and begin to learn 
from each other. It also describes the challenges such a project raises. 
This concise introduction provides an overview of an emerging global 
discussion in theology by modeling this discussion from two different 
perspectives. Combining the voices of a Western and a non-Western 
theologian, it integrates Western theological tradition with emerging 
global perspectives, exploring the major issues involved in rethinking 
theology in light of the explosion of world Christianity. The book 
envisions a constructive integration of traditional and postcolonial 
theologies and underlines the contributions from the Global South. It 
will be of interest to theology and missiology professors and students 
as well as church leaders and readers interested in the changing face of 
world Christianity.

EndorsEmEnt
“Christianity has become global, but theological education in the 

United States often retains a focus that is almost entirely Western. The-
ology without Borders takes a different approach, contextualizing Western 
theological accomplishments, explaining the significance of theologies 
that are emerging elsewhere, and opening new space for cross-cultural 
dialogue and collaboration. This insightful volume exemplifies what 
theological education needs to become now that Christianity is a gen-
uinely worldwide movement.”—douglas Jacobsen, author of Global 
Gospel: An Introduction to Christianity on Five Continents

ContEnts
1. Transoccidentalism and the making of Global Theology
2. doing Theology out of a Western heritage: Gains and losses
3. The role of Indigenous Traditions in the Context of Christian Theology
4. God, Creation, and the human Community
5. Jesus Christ and the Good news for the World
6. The Church in Global Context
7. The Christian hope: eschatology in Global Perspective

appendix: The historical Traditions of the Church
Index

William A. dyrness (DTheol, University of 
Strasbourg; Doctorandus, Free University) is dean 
emeritus and professor of theology and culture at 
Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, California, 
and is the author of several books on global 
theology.

oscar García-Johnson (PhD, Fuller Theological 
Seminary) is associate dean of the Center for the 
Study of Hispanic Church and Community at Fuller 
Theological Seminary, where he also serves as 
associate professor of theology and Latino/a 
studies. He is the author of The Mestizo/a 
Community of the Spirit: A Latino/a Postmodern 
Ecclesiology and other writings from the Global 
South.

december 2015

208 pp. · paper · $21.99

978-0-8010-4932-3
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a ebook available
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chriStian 
theoLogy,  
3rd ed.
Millard J. Erickson

1,200 pp. · cloth · $49.99

978-0-8010-3643-9

ebook available

millard J. Erickson (PhD, Northwestern 
University) has served as a pastor and 
seminary dean and has taught at several 
schools, including Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Western Seminary 
(Portland and San Jose), and Baylor 
University. l. Arnold Hustad (PhD, New York 
University) is professor of theology and 
philosophy at Crown College.

now in paper

480 pp. · paper · $34.99

978-0-8010-3090-1

Theology

a ebook available

Introducing Christian  
Doctrine, 3rd ed.
Millard J. erickson;  
L. arnold hustad, editor

This abridgment of Millard Erickson’s classic 

Christian Theology gives an overview of the 

doctrines of revelation, God, creation, providence, 

humanity, sin, Jesus Christ, atonement and 

salvation, the church, and eschatology. The third 

edition, now thoroughly revised throughout, takes 

into account feedback from professors and students 

and reflects current theological conversations, with 

added material on the atonement, justification, and 

divine foreknowledge. 

prAIsE for prEvIoUs EdItIons

“Clearly written and well-outlined, this book 

would serve as an excellent college textbook 

as well as being accessible to educated 

laypersons.”—Warren McWilliams, Religious 

Studies Review

“This is an outstanding introduction to theology 

that should become a standard undergraduate 

textbook.”—John Kohlenberger iii, Bookstore 

Journal

“Unhesitatingly recommended for use in Christian 

colleges.”—robert a. Pyne and gary L. nebeker,  

Bibliotheca Sacra

An Exploration of  
Christian Theology
don thorsen

Beginning theology students are often bewildered 

by the maze of beliefs represented in Christian 

history and tradition. This introduction explores 

the whole Christian tradition in a simple and 

straightforward way.

rEvIEWs

“Within this book there is much to interest a 

beginning student. Text boxes highlight important 

points, and at the end of each chapter questions 

for further reflection are presented. . . . Clearly, 

it is a first level text to introduce the subject and 

it does that rather well.”—ed Parker, Theological 

Book Review

“Finding a systematic theology textbook that 

ordinary people can read and learn from is not 

easy, but Dr. Thorsen has come up with one. . . . 

The content is well researched, clearly presented, 

and deeply serious. . . . The design and layout of 

the book is superb.”—gerald bray, Churchman
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don thorsen (PhD, Drew University) is 
professor of theology and chair of the 
department of theology and ethics in the 
graduate school of theology at Azusa Pacific 
University. He is the author or coauthor of 
several books, including What Christians 
Believe about the Bible.

What chriStianS 
beLieve about 
the bibLe
A Concise Guide for 
Students

Don Thorsen  
and Keith H. Reeves

224 pp. · paper · $22.00

978-0-8010-4831-9

ebook available

acroSS the 
SPectruM
Understanding Issues in 
Evangelical Theology, 
2nd ed.

Gregory A. Boyd and 
Paul R. Eddy

352 pp. · paper · $24.99

978-0-8010-3793-1

ebook available

Also of IntErEst

now Available

512 pp. · cloth · $36.99

978-0-8010-4919-4

Systematic Theology

a ebook available



For the most complete and updated information on these titles, visit www.bakeracademic.com  |  www.brazospress.com24

Theological, hisTorical & eThical sTudies

I

I

deFending 
SubStitution
An Essay on Atonement 
in Paul

Simon Gathercole

128 pp. · paper · $19.99

978-0-8010-4977-4

ebook available

now Available

160 pp. · paper · $19.99

978-0-8010-9660-0

Apologetics, Philosophy, Theology

a ebook available

Why Christian Faith  
Still Makes Sense
A Response to Contemporary Challenges
c. Stephen evans

aCadIa sTudIes In BIBle and TheoloGy
Craig a. evans and lee martin mcdonald, series editors

“Decades of first-rate philosophical scholarship 

and deep Christian reflection on the faith are here 

pressed with astonishing delicacy into an elixir of 

apologetics. Evans brilliantly summarizes a wide 

range of arguments on behalf of the rationality 

of the Christian religion, but he also offers a trio 

of arguments from miracles, ‘paradoxicality,’ 

and existential power that sings a much fresher 

and more vital song than the grim, thin plaint 

of the New Atheists. Highly recommended for 

classrooms, small groups, personal consideration, 

and friendly discussion with your favorite 

atheist.”—John g. Stackhouse Jr., Regent 

College, Vancouver

“Written by a seasoned Christian philosopher, 

this book is a marvelous overview of the 

reasonableness of biblical faith in a skeptical 

age. Evans’s work is fresh and engaging, and the 

case for Christianity is further illuminated by his 

inclusion of Kierkegaard’s reflections on reason, 

paradox, and belief. A delight to read!”—Paul 

copan, Palm Beach Atlantic University

iMaginative 
aPoLogeticS
Theology, Philosophy and 
the Catholic Tradition

Andrew Davison, ed.

198 pp. · paper · $25.00

978-0-8010-3981-2

usa and Canada only
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C. stephen Evans (PhD, Yale University) 
is University Professor of Philosophy and 
Humanities at Baylor University and a 
Professorial Fellow at the Institute for Religion 
and Critical Inquiry at Australian Catholic 
University. He is the author or editor of more 
than two dozen books.
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The Story of Monasticism
Retrieving an Ancient Tradition  
for Contemporary Spirituality
greg Peters

“I have never met a Protestant theologian—

evangelical or mainline—who speaks about 

monastics with as much competence and ease 

as Greg Peters. This book presents a well-

documented, interesting, and enjoyable summary 

of the Christian monastic way of life and also 

describes the personal journey of a young Baptist-

turned-Anglican minister following Christ’s 

footsteps back to the apostolic church. It is an 

exceptional book and will be an eye-opener for 

both Protestants and Catholics, laity and clergy 

alike.”—Fr. abbot denis Farkasfalvy, University 

of Dallas; abbot emeritus of the Cistercian Abbey 

of Our Lady of Dallas

“This book accomplishes what it promises: to 

narrate the history of monasticism for those 

who are new to the topic and for those who 

already know something about it. Greg’s writing 

is succinct without compromising thoroughness 

in a well-researched text that will be as useful 

for the classroom as it will be for the interested 

individual.”—dennis okholm, author of 

Dangerous Passions, Deadly Sins: Learning from the 

Psychology of Ancient Monks
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Dennis Okholm
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Greg peters (PhD, University of St. Michael’s 
College, Toronto) is associate professor of 
medieval and spiritual theology in the Torrey 
Honors Institute at Biola University. He also 
teaches at St. John’s School of Theology 
in Minnesota and at Nashotah House 
Theological Seminary in Wisconsin.
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George Hunsinger (PhD, Yale University) 
is Hazel Thompson McCord Professor of 
Systematic Theology at Princeton Theological 
Seminary and president of the Karl Barth 
Society of North America. He is the author 
of two critically acclaimed works on Barth’s 
theology and the much-discussed The 
Eucharist and Ecumenism.
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Reading Barth with Charity
A Hermeneutical Proposal
george hunsinger

“George Hunsinger has mastered the rare art of 

combining passion with clarity, and polemics with 

charity. Reading Barth with Charity not only shows 

readers what Karl Barth did—and did not—have 

to say about the Trinity and election but also 

instructs them in the wider tradition of Christian 

reflection on God. I would not be surprised if it 

turned out to be a modern classic.”—Joseph L. 

Mangina, Wycliffe College, University of Toronto

“George Hunsinger has been in the front 

ranks of the traditionalist reading of Karl 

Barth over against revisionist interpretations. 

In this masterful book, he gives us a spirited, 

rigorous, and comprehensive presentation of the 

traditionalist tenet that Barth considered God’s 

antecedent trinitarian perfection to be the ground 

for the divine acts of creation and election. The 

brilliance of this account extends beyond internal 

Barthian debates and illumines crucial issues 

in contemporary Christology and trinitarian 

theology.”—Khaled anatolios, Boston College 

School of Theology and Ministry

Exploring Catholic  
Theology
Essays on God, Liturgy, and Evangelization
robert barron

“Father Barron’s bracing, stimulating essays 

remind us that the ‘Church in permanent 

mission’ to which Pope Francis has called 

Catholics must be thoughtful as well as merciful, 

culture-challenging as well as culture-forming, 

intellectually sharp as well as pastorally 

sensitive.”—george Weigel, author of Evangelical 

Catholicism: Deep Reform in the 21st-Century Church

“These essays remind us how indispensable 

Fr. Barron is as a spokesman for the integrity 

and beauty of the Christian faith. He combines 

theological learning and depth with a remarkable 

gift for knowing what needs to be said—and how 

to say it.”—r. r. reno, editor, First Things

“Father Barron is a man of faith whose thirst 

for God has engendered an authentic intellectual 

quest. This book is the rarest of achievements, 

namely a demonstration in one short volume of 

how the doctrine of God, Christology, the Church, 

ethics, liturgy, and history go together in lived 

experience.”—Matthew Levering, Mundelein 

Seminary
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theoLogy
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Introduction

Kelly M. Kapic and 
Bruce L. McCormack, 
eds.

432 pp. · paper · $35.00

978-0-8010-3535-7

ebook available
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robert Barron (STD, Institut Catholique de 
Paris) is auxiliary bishop of the Archdiocese 
of Los Angeles. He founded Word on Fire, 
a Catholic ministry of evangelism, and 
previously served as rector of Mundelein 
Seminary and president of the University 
of St. Mary of the Lake. Barron has written 
numerous books, including 2 Samuel in the 
Brazos Theological Commentary on the Bible.
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The Gospel according  
to Heretics
Discovering Orthodoxy  
through Early Christological Conflicts
david e. Wilhite

“Written with good humor, clarity, insight, and 

sensitivity to various religious traditions, Wilhite’s 

volume presents ten heresies of early Christianity 

that introduce the nonspecialist reader to the 

problematic questions of just what these heretics, 

as later defined, believed and why those beliefs 

were later condemned. I know of no better 

introduction to the topic to put into the hands of 

students and scholars alike.”—geoffrey d. dunn, 

Centre for Early Christian Studies, Australian 

Catholic University

“In the rapidly growing web of interpretations  

of early Christianity, this well-informed, popularizing 

study brings about order without imposing 

simplicity and addresses conflict without attempting 

to solve it. Turning ‘orthodoxy’ and ‘heresy’ 

with dexterity and caution into analytical tools, 

Wilhite offers his readers effective insight into the 

complex world of the early church. His account 

offers a strategy for piecing together a credible early 

Christian narrative in which history meets theology 

and both can benefit from the encounter.” 

—Willemien otten, University of Chicago
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The Development and 
Meaning of Trinitarian 
Doctrine

Khaled Anatolios

352 pp. · cloth · $39.99
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david E. Wilhite (PhD, University of St. 
Andrews) is associate professor of theology 
at George W. Truett Theological Seminary, 
Baylor University. He is the author of Tertullian 
the African, coauthor of The Church: A Guide 
for the Perplexed, and coeditor of Tertullian 
and Paul.
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Fieldwork in Theology
Exploring the Social Context  
of God’s Work in the World
christian Scharen

The ChurCh and PosTmodern CulTure
James K. a. smith, series editor

“If you are interested in learning to read ‘the 

world’ and discern how God is at work in it, this 

simple book by one of today’s finest practical 

theologians is an excellent place to start. Together 

with Pierre Bourdieu, whose work he tries to 

make fruitful for theological ethnography, Scharen 

argues that reading the world well requires 

‘conversion of the way we look at other people in 

the ordinary circumstances of life.’”—Miroslav 

volf, Yale Center for Faith and Culture, Yale 

Divinity School; author of A Public Faith

“Fieldwork in Theology is remarkable in originality 

and scope. It combines a sophisticated parsing 

of social science theory with deep theological 

reflection to produce something that transcends 

both. Scharen delivers an impassioned call 

for a carnal theology that seeks a disciplined 

understanding of the social world.”—omar M. 

Mcroberts, University of Chicago; author of 

Streets of Glory: Church and Community in a Black 

Urban Neighborhood

Who’S aFraid  
oF reLativiSM?
Community, Contingency, 
and Creaturehood

James K. A. Smith

192 pp. · paper · $19.99

978-0-8010-3973-7

ebook available

the econoMy  
oF deSire
Christianity and Capitalism 
in a Postmodern World

Daniel M. Bell Jr.

224 pp. · paper · $22.00

978-0-8010-3573-9

ebook available

Christian scharen (PhD, Emory University) is 
vice president of applied research at Auburn 
Theological Seminary in New York City. He 
previously taught at Luther Seminary. Scharen 
has authored a number of books, including 
One Step Closer, and is the book review editor 
of Ecclesial Practices.
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philip turner (PhD, Princeton University) is 
an Episcopal priest and the author or editor 
of several books. Now retired, he previously 
served as professor of Christian ethics at The 
General Theological Seminary in New York 
and as dean of the Berkeley Divinity School at 
Yale University.
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Christian Ethics  
and the Church
Ecclesial Foundations  
for Moral Thought and Practice
Philip turner

“Wise in format, thought, and counsel, clear 

and charitable in expression, comprehensive in 

scope, Philip Turner’s book brings a lifetime of 

scholarly reflection, churchly hands-on living, and 

missionary experience to this refreshing project on 

Christian ethics.”—christopher Seitz, Wycliffe 

College, University of Toronto

“H. Richard Niebuhr’s theme of ‘Christ transforming 

culture’ was enormously influential in Christian 

ethics during the last half of the twentieth 

century. Whatever its usefulness then, Turner argues 

that in a culture where faith is increasingly pushed 

to the margins, the church’s common life must now 

be the focus of Christian moral reflection. Turner 

develops this argument in detail and in prolonged 

conversation with the New Testament witness. He 

believes that only a church that has discovered 

its calling can understand its civic and political 

responsibilities. This is a deeply thoughtful book, 

the fruit of years of reflection and experience, and 

it deserves to be read by anyone who wants to 

think seriously about the shape of a life in Christ.” 

—gilbert Meilaender, Valparaiso University

Traces of the Trinity
Signs of God in Creation  
and Human Experience
Peter J. Leithart

“Leithart deftly discovers traces of the Trinity in 

the world we inhabit day to day, from dirty coffee 

cups to a lover’s embrace. These reflections—each 

chapter an exquisite essay—prompt us to gaze at 

the divine presence we’d so easily neglect without 

his seasoned eye and unstilted pen. Occasionally 

whimsical, often lyrical, invariably insightful, this 

book isn’t intended to be the final word on the 

Trinity, but it should be the first.”—Jack Levison, 

Southern Methodist University; author of Inspired, 

Fresh Air, and Forty Days with the Holy Spirit

“This is the most delightful book I have read 

in a long time. One of its delights is its clear, 

gracefully written prose, which easily engages 

the reader. The book presents a cogent case for a 

highly significant point: the whole created world 

images the divine Trinity. Leithart argues this 

thesis comprehensively, demonstrating that the 

divine perichoresis—the mutual indwelling of the 

three persons of the Trinity—is reflected in every 

area of human life.”—John M. Frame, Reformed 

Theological Seminary
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editor for Touchstone, and a regular blogger at 
firstthings.com.
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