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BIBLE AND INTERPRETATION

The Bible in a Disenchanted Age
The Enduring Possibility of Christian Faith
R. W. L. Moberly
THEOLOGICAL EXPLORATIONS FOR THE CHURCH CATHOLIC

In our increasingly disenchanted age, can we still regard the Bible as 
God’s Word? Why should we consider the Bible trustworthy and dare to 
believe what it says? In this creative, accessible, and provocative book, 
leading Old Testament theologian R. W. L. Moberly sets forth his case 
for regarding the Bible as unlike any other book (and the Bible’s Deity as 
unlike any other deity) by exploring the differences between the Bible 
and other ancient writings. He explains how and why it makes sense 
to turn to the Bible with the expectation of finding ultimate truth in it, 
offering a robust apology for faith in the God of the Bible that’s fully en-
gaged with critical scholarship and compatible with modern knowledge.

ENDORSEMENTS
“In this gem of a book, Moberly addresses the difficult question of what 
it might mean to trust the Bible in an era marked by distrust, particu-
larly when any sort of religious claim is at stake. With his characteristic 
clarity, candor, breadth of learning, and intellectual generosity, Moberly 
proves a sure-footed guide through the thicket of challenges to trusting 
both the Bible and the God to whom it bears witness.”—Marianne 
Meye Thompson, Fuller Theological Seminary

“How is reading the Bible not like reading any other book? Moberly  
elegantly reflects on this question, deftly articulating a distinctive account 
of biblical interpretation. Challenging the ‘evidentialist’ approach typically 
adopted on the right and the left, he instead develops a participatory 
hermeneutic of trust, in which interpretation is pursued in continuity 
with religious community and the biblical text is engaged with ‘full 
imaginative seriousness.’”—Stephen B. Chapman, Duke University

CONTENTS
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2. Approaching the Bible
3. Towards Privileged Perspectives
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Indexes
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R. W. L. Moberly (PhD, University of Cambridge) is 
professor of theology and biblical interpretation at 
Durham University, where he has taught for more 
than thirty years. He has authored eight books, 
including Old Testament Theology, The Theology of 
the Book of Genesis, Prophecy and Discernment, 
and The Bible, Theology, and Faith: A Study of 
Abraham and Jesus. He is also an ordained priest in 
the Church of England.

OLD TESTAMENT 
THEOLOGY
Reading the Hebrew Bible 
as Christian Scripture

R. W. L. Moberly

352 pp. · paper · $30.00

978-0-8010-9772-0

ebook available

A THEOLOGICAL 
INTRODUCTION 
TO THE  
PENTATEUCH
Interpreting the Torah  
as Christian Scripture

Richard S. Briggs and 
Joel N. Lohr, eds.

224 pp. · paper · $24.00

978-0-8010-3912-6

ebook available

CAN WE  
STILL BELIEVE 
THE BIBLE?
An Evangelical  
Engagement with  
Contemporary Questions

Craig L. Blomberg

304 pp. · paper · $21.99

978-1-58743-321-4

ebook available

WHEN IN ROMANS
An Invitation to Linger 
with the Gospel according 
to Paul

Beverly Roberts Gaventa

160 pp. · cloth · $22.99

978-0-8010-9738-6

ebook available

ALSO OF INTEREST



BIBLE AND INTERPRETATION

22

I

For the most complete and updated information on these titles, visit www.bakeracademic.com  |  www.brazospress.com

A Concise Guide  
to Reading the New Testament
A Canonical Introduction
David R. Nienhuis

The New Testament came together, and comes to us, not as a randomly 
sorted set of individual books but as a definitely shaped and ordered 
whole. In this concise, theological introduction to the New Testament, 
David Nienhuis sheds light on the interpretive significance of the can-
on’s structure and sequence. Nienhuis argues that the New Testament is 
deliberately formed in such a way that its presentation of God’s work in 
Christ teaches what it means to be formed into God’s people. Providing 
an essential overview often missing from New Testament books and 
courses, it will serve as an accessible supplement to any New Testament 
or Bible introduction textbook.

ENDORSEMENTS
“Of the making of New Testament introductions there is no end—yet 
this volume is truly unique: a guide to the New Testament as a coherent, 
ordered, and interconnected collection of writings about God’s saving 
work in Jesus and the call to discipleship. This fascinating and insightful 
volume will benefit readers of Scripture in various settings.”—Michael J. 
Gorman, St. Mary’s Seminary and University

“Nienhuis offers a robustly theological proposal about how to read the 
New Testament as a collection of texts that are foundational for Christian 
faith and practice. Not to be overlooked are his illuminating citations of 
passages illustrating the reception of the NT books by patristic interpreters. 
A thought-provoking resource for all who seek to introduce students to 
the NT as Christian Scripture.”—Richard B. Hays, Duke Divinity School

“Newcomers to the formal study of the New Testament need a reliable 
guide that prioritizes learning the New Testament over learning about 
the New Testament. This is that guide, but it is more besides. It’s also 
an impressive, uncluttered reading of the New Testament as the church’s 
Scriptures that promotes faithful life and witness.”—Joel B. Green, 
Fuller Theological Seminary

“A solid resource for believers who are serious about New Testament 
study and Christian discipleship. The scholarship is perfectly calibrated  
for teachers and students: always clear, never overbearing.”—Scott Hahn, 
Franciscan University of Steubenville; Saint Paul Center for Biblical Theology

“A readable and rare guide that approaches the NT documents as a 
canonical collection for the purpose of forming disciples. This is a fresh 
and fruitful textbook that manifests a teacher’s passion and care for 
students to grow in their faith through engaging Holy Scripture.” 
—Jonathan T. Pennington, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

David R. Nienhuis (PhD, University of Aberdeen) 
is professor of New Testament studies at Seattle 
Pacific University. He is the author of Not by Paul 
Alone: The Formation of the Catholic Epistle Col-
lection and the Christian Canon and is the coeditor, 
with Robert W. Wall, of Reading the Epistles of 
James, Peter, John & Jude as Scripture and A 
Compact Guide to the Whole Bible: Learning to Read 
Scripture’s Story.
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Scripture and Its Interpretation
A Global, Ecumenical Introduction to the Bible
Michael J. Gorman, editor

“A treasure-house of resources for teachers and students of the Bible, as 
well as for anyone who wants to become more deeply informed about 
the texts that are Sacred Scripture for the Christian church. The volume 
provides balanced attention to history and hermeneutics, with particular 
attention to the reception of the biblical writings in various global and 
ecclesial contexts. I am not aware of any other book that packs so much 
valuable information about the Bible into such a concise and readable 
form. Its essays demonstrate the distinctive, twofold character of fine 
teaching: they are accessible for serious introductory study while, at the 
same time, full of mind-expanding perspectives for readers who may 
have studied the Scriptures for a lifetime.”—Richard B. Hays, Duke 
Divinity School

“Scholarly yet eminently accessible to the nonspecialist, this work is 
enlightening both as a historical introduction to the Bible and as an 
overview of how it has been read from ecumenical, intercontinental, 
and thematic perspectives. An invaluable tool for beginners as a way to 
situate themselves in the world of the Scriptures and as a resource to set 
the convictions of the experienced in a more inclusive context. A tour 
de force!”—Brother John, Taizé Community, France

“This excellent introduction to the Bible goes well beyond the basic issues 
of who wrote when, where, and why. It sets out clearly the complex 
process of how particular writings (and not others) became designated 
as canonical; poses challenging questions about how Scripture is, can, 
or should be interpreted; and provides a fascinating account of how biblical 
interpretation has developed within the various denominations and 
different parts of the world. The volume is a strong reminder to readers 
of the extent to which their own reading of and response to the Bible 
has been shaped by their often very different cultures and traditions.  
It demonstrates that when the Bible is read in different contexts, it has  
a richness of relevance that individuals in their own contexts rarely 
appreciate—revealing what a truly catholic reading actually involves.” 
—James D. G. Dunn, Durham University

“This beautifully produced volume merits a place in the library and on 
the teaching agenda of every church and seminary. All adult students of 
Scripture, from beginners to the most experienced, could benefit from 
this multifaceted yet theologically coherent collection of essays, which is 
both historically grounded and thoroughly contemporary in outlook.” 
—Ellen F. Davis, Duke Divinity School

NOW AVAILABLE
464 pp. · cloth · $34.99

978-0-8010-9839-0
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a ebook available

Michael J. Gorman (PhD, Princeton Theological 
Seminary) is the Raymond E. Brown Professor of 
Biblical Studies and Theology at St. Mary’s Semi-
nary and University in Baltimore. He formerly served 
as dean of the Ecumenical Institute of Theology at 
St. Mary’s. Gorman is the author of numerous books, 
including Elements of Biblical Exegesis: A Basic 
Guide for Students and Ministers.
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Introducing Medieval  
Biblical Interpretation
The Senses of Scripture in Premodern Exegesis
Ian Christopher Levy

Does medieval hermeneutics have continuing relevance in an age 
dominated by the historical-critical method? Ian Christopher Levy 
asserts that it does. Levy shows that we must affirm both the irreversible 
advances made by the historical-critical method and the church’s lasting 
commitment to the deeper spiritual senses beyond the immediate his-
torical circumstances of the text.

In Introducing Medieval Biblical Interpretation, Levy explains that medieval  
exegetes, like modern practitioners of the historical-critical method, 
were attuned to the nuances of ancient languages, textual variations, 
and cultural contexts in which the biblical books were produced. Yet 
these early interpreters did not stop after establishing the literal, historical 
sense of the text. Presupposing as they did the divine authorship of 
Holy Scripture, medieval exegetes maintained that the God of history 
imbued events, places, and people with spiritual significance so that 
they could point beyond themselves to deeper salvific realities. There 
is much meaning to be discovered through the techniques of medieval 
hermeneutics.

This introductory guide offers a thorough overview of medieval biblical 
interpretation. An opening chapter sketches the necessary background 
in patristic exegesis, especially the hermeneutical teaching of Augustine.  
The book then progresses through the Middle Ages from the eighth to 
the fifteenth centuries. Spanning approximately one thousand years 
from late antiquity up to the eve of the Reformation, Introducing Medieval  
Biblical Interpretation examines the major movements, developments, 
and historical figures of the period. Rich in primary text engagement 
and comprehensive in scope, it is the only current, compact introduc-
tion to the whole range of medieval exegesis.

Ian Christopher Levy (PhD, Marquette University)  
is professor of historical theology at Providence  
College. He is the author or editor of numerous 
books, including Holy Scripture and the Quest for 
Authority at the End of the Middle Ages. He also 
edited and translated the Galatians and Romans 
volumes in the Bible in Medieval Tradition series.
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Romans
Scott W. Hahn
CATHOLIC COMMENTARY ON SACRED SCRIPTURE
Peter S. Williamson and Mary Healy, series editors

“A masterful commentary on Romans that is theologically insightful and 
pastorally relevant. While dealing adeptly with the historical and literary 
background of Romans, Hahn always keeps the focus on its theological 
content and meaning for our lives. I recommend Hahn’s work to all 
who want to discover the powerful message of Paul’s great letter to the 
Romans.”—Frank J. Matera, Catholic University of America

“Hahn’s commentary on Romans is lucid, penetrating, theologically 
alert, and a joy to read. It will be of interest to both scholar and non-
scholar alike. His status as one of the most prominent Catholic converts 
from Protestantism makes his treatment of this great Pauline text, which 
was of such significance to Luther and the other Reformers, of particular 
interest.”—Robert Barron, Auxiliary Bishop of Los Angeles

“Informative, elegant, and learned. One of the best commentaries avail-
able on Romans from within the Catholic tradition.”—Michael F. Bird, 
Ridley College, Melbourne, Australia
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Scott W. Hahn (PhD, Marquette University) is the 
Father Michael Scanlan, TOR, Chair of Biblical 
Theology and the New Evangelization at Franciscan 
University of Steubenville and is founder and pres-
ident of the Saint Paul Center for Biblical Theology. 
A popular speaker and teacher, Hahn has delivered 
numerous talks nationally and internationally on a 
wide variety of topics related to Scripture and the 
Catholic faith. He is the author or editor of more 
than forty books, including The Kingdom of God as 
Liturgical Empire, Covenant and Communion, The 
Lamb’s Supper, and Rome Sweet Home.
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Jesus the Lord according  
to Paul the Apostle
A Concise Introduction
Gordon D. Fee
Foreword by Cherith Fee Nordling

Representing the fruit of a lifetime of study, this work from renowned 
scholar Gordon Fee offers a concise summary of Paul’s teaching about 
Jesus.

In the course of his extensive teaching and writing career in New Testament  
studies, Fee noticed a considerable gap in the scholarly literature regarding  
Paul’s understanding of the person of Christ. His comprehensive Pauline 
Christology has been very useful for scholars, but it did not fulfill Fee’s 
ultimate aim of the project—to make the results accessible to any inter-
ested reader of Scripture. This concise volume offers a theological syn-
thesis of the exegetical work found in Fee’s Pauline Christology, making it 
more accessible to a wider readership.

ENDORSEMENT
“Intertextually rich and theologically provocative, this book invites 
us to rethink traditional academic constructions of Paul’s theology in 
light of the primary data provided rather conspicuously by Paul’s own 
letters.”—Craig S. Keener, Asbury Theological Seminary

CONTENTS
PART 1: THE SAVIOR

1. The Divine Savior
2. The Preexistent and Incarnate Savior

PART 2: THE SECOND ADAM

3. Paul and New Creation Theology
4. The Pauline Emphasis: A Truly Human Divine Savior

PART 3: THE JEWISH MESSIAH AND SON OF GOD

5. The Anticipation of Jesus in the Story of Israel
6. Jesus as the Son of David
7. Jesus as the Eternal Son of God

PART 4: THE JEWISH MESSIAH AND EXALTED LORD

8. Paul’s Use of the “Name” of the Lord
9. Paul’s Understanding of the Role of Jesus as Lord

10. Jesus the Lord: Sharer of Other Divine Prerogatives
Conclusion: Paul as a Proto-trinitarian
Glossary
Index

Gordon D. Fee (PhD, University of Southern California)  
is professor emeritus of New Testament studies at 
Regent College in Vancouver. He is the author of 
numerous works, including Pauline Christology ; 
God’s Empowering Presence ; Paul, the Spirit, and 
the People of God ; and commentaries on Revelation, 
Philippians, 1 and 2 Timothy, and Titus. He is also the 
coauthor of How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth.
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Introducing the Apocrypha
Message, Context, and Significance, 2nd ed.
David A. deSilva
Foreword by James H. Charlesworth

This comprehensive, up-to-date introduction to the Old Testament 
apocryphal books summarizes their context, message, and significance. 
It is the most substantial introduction to the Apocrypha available and 
has become a standard authority on the topic. The new edition has 
been substantially revised and updated throughout to reflect the latest 
scholarship.

PRAISE FOR THE FIRST EDITION
“This is certainly the best introduction to the Old Testament Apocrypha.” 
—James H. Charlesworth, Princeton Theological Seminary (from the 
foreword)

“An excellent introduction to the Apocrypha that is fully informed by 
contemporary scholarship and written in a style that is readable and 
accessible. It can be recommended without reservation for students at 
all levels.”—John J. Collins, Yale University Divinity School

“Introducing the Apocrypha effectively fills a serious gap in introductions 
to the Bible. Each chapter succinctly assesses the major issues and themes 
of a given book, concluding with observations of how it influenced the 
New Testament and the church down through the centuries. I recommend 
it enthusiastically!”—Craig A. Evans, Houston Baptist University

“This volume is perhaps the most helpful, up-to-date guide to the apoc-
ryphal/deuterocanonical books currently available in English. It will be 
particularly useful to NT scholars who are seeking the illumination of 
the background to the NT provided by these writings. I recommend 
this work for every biblical library.”—Jeremy Corley, Catholic Biblical 
Quarterly

“An excellent introduction. . . . This volume can be used as a textbook 
for advanced students and as a reference work in libraries.”—Daniel J. 
Harrington, SJ, Theological Studies

“A thorough and thoughtful introductory book to the deuterocanonical/
apocryphal writings, offered in a winsome style. . . . A book that is ‘use-
ful’ but goes beyond utility to embrace the imagination of even a general 
reader, without wearying those with more background. It will be useful 
especially in a Christian college or seminary setting but will no doubt 
make its mark beyond these places.”—Edith M. Humphrey, Review of 
Biblical Literature

“An excellent introduction for research students and scholars making an 
initial foray into the study of a particular book.”—Simon Gathercole, 
Journal for the Study of the New Testament
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David A. deSilva (PhD, Emory University) is Trustees’ 
Distinguished Professor of New Testament and 
Greek at Ashland Theological Seminary. He has 
written more than twenty-five books, including An 
Introduction to the New Testament: Contexts, Methods, 
and Ministry Formation, and has been involved in 
several major Bible translation projects.
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The Fear of the Lord  
Is Wisdom
A Theological Introduction  
to Wisdom in Israel
Tremper Longman III

“Israel’s wisdom literature has long been misunder- 

stood as secular and experiential, a foreign import  

and therefore a human response to the challenges 

of life rather than a divine word. By building on 

newer work demonstrating wisdom’s religious roots 

and revelatory character, Longman masterfully ex-

plores the theological particularity of Israel’s wisdom 

tradition. The result is an excellent introduction for 

students and the general Christian reader, as well 

as a fitting culmination of Longman’s career-long 

engagement with this literature. His book is unusually 

comprehensive in scope, extending its coverage 

to the Apocrypha, the Dead Sea Scrolls, and the 

New Testament. It concludes with thoughtful 

reflections on the potential for Israel’s wisdom to 

contribute significantly to church and society in 

the twenty-first century.”—Stephen B. Chapman, 

Duke University

“Insightful and refreshing, this brilliant exposition 

of wisdom is a must read for anyone seeking a 

more coherent theology of wisdom and its place 

in the canon.”—Carol M. Kaminski, Gordon- 

Conwell Theological Seminary

August 2017

336 pp. · cloth · $32.99

978-0-8010-2711-6
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a ebook available
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Tremper Longman III
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Tremper Longman III

608 pp. · paper · $45.00
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Tremper Longman III (PhD, Yale University) 
is Distinguished Scholar of Biblical Studies 
at Westmont College. He has authored or 
coauthored numerous books, including An In-
troduction to the Old Testament, How to Read 
Proverbs, and commentaries on Genesis, 
Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, 
Jeremiah and Lamentations, and Daniel.
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Old Testament Law  
for Christians
Original Context and Enduring Application
Roy E. Gane

“Of books that offer guidance for Western Christians 

on how to make sense of the Old Testament law,  

this is the finest I have read. Gane treats the record  

of God’s revelation as a single continuous gospel 

story. With his ‘progressive moral wisdom’ approach,  

he offers a liberating view of the Torah of Moses 

and the law of God. All who desire to live by ‘the 

law of love’ and ‘the law of Christ’ will find in the 

Old Testament law an inexhaustible resource for 

learning what that looks like in life.”—Daniel I. 

Block, Wheaton College

“A great introduction to the subject of Old 

Testament law, a thorough review of the major 

approaches and interpretations of this law, and 

a moderate but entirely appropriate application 

of law to the New Testament and to Christians 

today.”—Richard S. Hess, Denver Seminary

ANCIENT NEAR  
EASTERN THOUGHT  
AND THE OLD 
TESTAMENT
Introducing the Conceptual 
World of the Hebrew Bible

John H. Walton

368 pp. · paper · $29.99

978-0-8010-2750-5

EU rights: IVP

ebook available

OLD TESTAMENT 
TEXTUAL  
CRITICISM
A Practical Introduction, 
2nd ed.

Ellis R. Brotzman  
and Eric J. Tully

272 pp. · paper · $24.99

978-0-8010-9753-9

ebook available

Roy E. Gane (PhD, University of California, 
Berkeley) is professor of Hebrew Bible and  
ancient Near Eastern languages at Seventh- 
day Adventist Theological Seminary, Andrews 
University. He is the author of several books, 
including a commentary on Leviticus and 
Numbers.

ALSO OF INTEREST

ALSO BY THE AUTHOR
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PAPER
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PAPER

Being Human in God’s World
An Old Testament Theology of Humanity
J. Gordon McConville

“What might the Old Testament teach us about  

being human in community with God, other 

humans, and the world today? McConville expertly 

leads the reader on an engaging theological journey 

through the Old Testament to answer that question. 

He offers intelligently argued and biblically grounded 

understandings of a broad range of topics: human 

transformation, spirituality, community, health, 

ecology, knowledge, emotion, language, politics, 

sexuality, work, and creativity. A spiritual feast of 

Old Testament insight into what it means to be 

human that takes seriously both the Bible and our 

twenty-first-century contexts.”—Dennis Olson, 

Princeton Theological Seminary

“A richly textured account of our humanity as the 

Hebrew Bible portrays it. McConville’s ‘spiritual’  

reading is both scholarly and engaging for a diverse 

audience, as he explores variously the material, 

political, gendered and sexual, as well as prayerful 

dimensions of human living ‘in the image of God.’” 

—Ellen F. Davis, Duke Divinity School

J. Gordon McConville (PhD, Queen’s University, 
Belfast) is professor of Old Testament theology 
at the University of Gloucestershire. He has 
authored or edited many books, including 
commentaries on Deuteronomy, Joshua, 1 and 
2 Chronicles, and Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther.

December 2017

224 pp. · paper · $21.99

978-0-8010-9889-5

Gospels/Acts, Jesus Studies,  

Theological Interpretation, Christology

a ebook available

The Fourfold Gospel
A Theological Reading of the  
New Testament Portraits of Jesus
Francis Watson

“The Fourfold Gospel displays all the virtues that 

readers have come to expect from one of the finest 

biblical interpreters of our day: depth and breadth 

of learning, exegetical prowess, clarity of argument,  

and sure theological judgment, all in the service 

of the truth of the gospel.”—John Webster, 

St. Mary’s College, University of St. Andrews

“What does it mean, theologically speaking, that we 

have four canonical gospels? Drawing on sources 

as diverse as Ezekiel’s vision and Eusebius’s canons, 

Watson’s reflection on this question is as astonish-

ingly fresh as it is deeply grounded in the church’s 

traditions. Not for specialists only, The Fourfold 

Gospel is rich and richly rewarding.”—Beverly 

Roberts Gaventa, Baylor University

“A superb study, lucid, erudite, and insightful.” 

—Jeremiah Coogan, Biblical and Early Christian 

Studies

INSPIRATION AND 
INCARNATION
Evangelicals and the  
Problem of the Old  
Testament, 2nd ed.

Peter Enns

224 pp. · paper · $19.99

978-0-8010-9748-5

ebook available

THIS STRANGE 
AND SACRED 
SCRIPTURE
Wrestling with the Old  
Testament and Its Oddities

Matthew Richard 
Schlimm

272 pp. · paper · $22.99

978-0-8010-3979-9

ebook available

ALSO OF INTEREST

Francis Watson (PhD, University of Oxford) 
is Research Chair in Biblical Interpretation 
at Durham University. Among his numerous 
works are the critically acclaimed Paul and 
the Hermeneutics of Faith ; Paul, Judaism, and 
the Gentiles: Beyond the New Perspective; 
and Gospel Writing: A Canonical Perspective.

THE GOSPEL  
OF MARK
A Liturgical Reading

Charles A. Bobertz

288 pp. · paper · $27.99

978-0-8010-3569-2

ebook available

THE PARABLES 
AFTER JESUS
Their Imaginative Recep-
tions across Two Millennia

David B. Gowler

320 pp. · paper · $29.99

978-0-8010-4999-6

ebook available

ALSO OF INTEREST

January 2018

240 pp. · paper · $22.99

978-0-8010-9970-0

Old Testament General Studies, 

Biblical Theology

a ebook available
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Recent Greek and Hebrew Textbooks

978-0-8010-3928-7 · 704 pp. · $49.99c

Greek for Life
Strategies for Learning, Retaining,  
and Reviving New Testament Greek
Benjamin L. Merkle and Robert L. 
Plummer
Foreword by William D. Mounce

“A charming and immensely practical book on how 

to retain and even regain knowledge of Greek. I 

am thrilled to recommend this book, which so 

effectively instructs and motivates us to continue 

studying the Greek New Testament.”—Thomas R. 

Schreiner, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

“Clearheaded, relevant, and oh so timely! Merkle 

and Plummer provide a compelling case for Greek 

and a surefooted guide to retaining it. Greek for Life 

has the potential to pull us back from the brink 

and to silence those who suggest, either explicitly 

or implicitly, that the rules have changed and that 

the study of the Greek New Testament is passé.  

It is not time to give away the game, and Merkle 

and Plummer show us why and how to persevere.” 

—Jay E. Smith, Dallas Theological Seminary

August 2017

176 pp. · paper · $19.99

978-0-8010-9320-3

Greek

a ebook available

INTERMEDIATE 
GREEK GRAMMAR
Syntax for Students  
of the New Testament

David L. Mathewson and  
Elodie Ballantine Emig

336 pp. · cloth · $32.99

978-0-8010-3072-7

ebook available

USING AND 
ENJOYING  
BIBLICAL GREEK
Reading the New  
Testament with Fluency 
and Devotion

Rodney A. Whitacre

272 pp. · paper · $25.00

978-0-8010-4994-1

ebook available

Benjamin L. Merkle (PhD, Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary) is professor of New 
Testament and Greek at Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary.

Robert L. Plummer (PhD, Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary) is professor of New 
Testament interpretation at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary.

ALSO OF INTEREST

978-0-8010-4886-9 · 324 pp. · $40.00p

978-0-8010-4952-1 · 340 pp. · $80.00p

course help for professors and study aids for studentscourse help for professors and study aids for students
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Christian Doctrine  
and the Old Testament
Theology in the Service of Biblical Exegesis
Gary A. Anderson

“Anderson is a rare creature among biblical schol-

ars. A savant of the historical-critical method and 

a serious student of theology, he is also at home 

in the history of biblical interpretation. All three 

skills are on display in this book, and readers will 

delight in tracking Anderson’s march through 

the Scriptures with high theological concepts in 

hand. There is a freshness and originality here that 

few biblical scholars can match.”—Robert Louis 

Wilken, University of Virginia

“In this profound and engaging volume, one of the  

keenest theological minds of our time explores the  

Old Testament foundations of major Christian doc-

trines with great respect both for Judaism and for 

the original context of the Scriptures he discusses. 

The book is a rarity in scholarship and a major 

achievement from which anyone with an interest 

in Christian theology or the Old Testament can 

profit.”—Jon D. Levenson, Harvard University

Gary A. Anderson (PhD, Harvard University) is 
Hesburgh Professor of Catholic Theology at 
the University of Notre Dame. He is the author 
or editor of more than ten books, including the 
award winners Sin: A History and Charity: The 
Place of the Poor in the Biblical Tradition.

Now Available

336 pp. · paper · $29.99

978-0-8010-4888-3

Old Testament General Studies

a ebook available

The Old Testament Is Dying
A Diagnosis and Recommended 
Treatment
Brent A. Strawn

THEOLOGICAL EXPLORATIONS FOR THE 
CHURCH CATHOLIC

“A book of urgent practical theology based on 

prodigious research, grounded in keen theological 

sensibility, and addressed to an acute problem in 

the church, a problem that has immense impli-

cations for the wider culture in which the church 

dwells and to which it addresses itself. The lan-

guage, effective use, and serious understanding of 

the Old Testament are ‘on the brink of being lost.’ 

Strawn shows that the danger runs from Marcion 

through the Revised Common Lectionary to the 

likes of Joel Osteen. In response, Strawn wisely 

urges an intentional pedagogy that includes hym-

nody, memorization, and sustained didacticism in 

order to create a ‘cultural-linguistic community.’ 

The work to be done is not for the fainthearted, 

but it is nonetheless work that must be done. 

Strawn shows himself to be a wise hermeneutist, 

an acute student of culture and of language, and 

a passionate witness in and for the life of the 

church. We have no other book like this; it merits 

wide attention.”—Walter Brueggemann, Columbia 

Theological Seminary (emeritus)

PSALMS AS TORAH
Reading Biblical Song 
Ethically

Gordon J. Wenham

256 pp. · paper · $24.00

978-0-8010-3168-7

ebook available

THE CHARACTER 
OF CHRISTIAN 
SCRIPTURE
The Significance of a 
Two-Testament Bible

Christopher R. Seitz

224 pp. · paper · $24.00

978-0-8010-3948-5

ebook available

ALSO OF INTEREST

Brent A. Strawn (PhD, Princeton Theological 
Seminary) is professor of Old Testament at 
Candler School of Theology, Emory University. 
He has authored or coedited numerous 
volumes, including The World around the Old 
Testament and The Oxford Encyclopedia of the 
Bible and Law.

THE WORLD 
AROUND THE OLD 
TESTAMENT
The People and Places of 
the Ancient Near East

Bill T. Arnold and  
Brent A. Strawn, eds.

560 pp. · cloth · $49.99

978-0-8010-3918-8

ebook available

INVITATION TO 
THE PSALMS
A Reader’s Guide for  
Discovery and Engagement

Rolf A. Jacobson and 
Karl N. Jacobson

192 pp. · paper · $19.99

978-0-8010-3644-6

ebook available

ALSO OF INTEREST

Now Available

240 pp. · cloth · $29.99

978-0-8010-9825-3

Hermeneutics/Exegesis, Old Testa-

ment General Studies, Theology

a ebook available
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The Heartbeat of Old  
Testament Theology
Three Creedal Expressions
Mark J. Boda

ACADIA STUDIES IN BIBLE AND THEOLOGY
Craig A. Evans, series editor

“Boda has demonstrated great insight and learning 

in his numerous previous publications. In The 

Heartbeat of Old Testament Theology, he now illu-

mines the overall theological message of the Old 

Testament. This book is must reading for all serious 

students of the Bible.”—Tremper Longman III, 

Westmont College

“Wonderfully grounded in close readings of biblical 

texts, this work is an impressive presentation of 

key theological trajectories that reveal the person 

and acts of God across the canon. Boda explores 

what he labels the narrative, character, and 

relational creeds of Israel and then connects them 

to the redemptive purposes for all of creation. 

His carefully articulated method establishes the 

Old Testament’s own voice before demonstrating 

its rich and complex ties to the New. Informed, 

creative, and robust, this book is an important 

contribution!”—M. Daniel Carroll R. (Rodas), 

Wheaton College and Graduate School

Now Available

240 pp. · paper · $22.99

978-0-8010-3089-5

Biblical Theology, Old Testament 

General Studies

a ebook available

FOR THE GLORY 
OF GOD
Recovering a Biblical 
Theology of Worship

Daniel I. Block

432 pp. · paper · $34.99

978-0-8010-9856-7

ebook available

STORY AS TORAH
Reading Old Testament 
Narrative Ethically

Gordon J. Wenham

192 pp. · paper · $24.00

978-0-8010-2783-3

USA and Canada only

Mark J. Boda (PhD, University of Cambridge) 
is professor of Old Testament at McMaster 
Divinity College. He is the author or editor of 
more than twenty-five books, including the 
Dictionary of the Old Testament: Prophets 
(coedited with Gordon McConville) and com-
mentaries on Haggai, Zechariah, 1–2 Chroni-
cles, and Judges.

Now Available

304 pp. · paper · $22.99

978-0-8010-4922-4

Commentaries, General Epistles/

Revelation

a ebook available

James, First, Second, and 
Third John
Kelly Anderson and Daniel Keating

CATHOLIC COMMENTARY ON SACRED SCRIPTURE
Peter S. Williamson and Mary Healy, series editors

“Anderson’s and Keating’s lucid commentaries 

arrive at just the right time, when Catholics at the 

parish level and in undergraduate and seminary 

coursework desperately need resources that ac-

quaint them with the scriptural text, the broader 

scriptural context, and the ways in which scrip-

tural passages have been understood and lived 

within the Church’s rich tradition. Well instructed 

in contemporary scholarship, the authors put us 

all in their debt by focusing firmly on the heart of 

the matter—namely, learning from the letters of 

James and John how to live and love as Christians 

in a fallen world.”—Matthew Levering, Munde-

lein Seminary

“The exposition of the inspired text is clear and 

easily accessible, rich in making connections with 

the rest of the Bible and the other sources of rev-

elation, and always focused on sharing the saving 

message the Lord has for his people—all done 

with scholarly excellence.”—Allen H. Vigneron, 

Archbishop of Detroit

FIRST AND SEC-
OND PETER, JUDE
Daniel Keating

240 pp. · paper · $20.00

978-0-8010-3645-3

ebook available

JAMES
Dan G. McCartney

368 pp. · cloth · $39.99

978-0-8010-2676-8

ebook available

Kelly Anderson (PhD candidate, Catholic 
University of America) is assistant professor 
of biblical studies at Saint Charles Borromeo 
Seminary.

Daniel Keating (DPhil, University of Oxford) is 
professor of theology at Sacred Heart Major 
Seminary and has authored several books, 
including First and Second Peter, Jude in the 
Catholic Commentary on Sacred Scripture.

ALSO OF INTEREST

ALSO OF INTEREST



For the most complete and updated information on these titles, visit www.bakeracademic.com  |  www.brazospress.com 33

BIBLE AND INTERPRETATION

I

I

Salvation by Allegiance 
Alone
Rethinking Faith, Works, and the Gospel  
of Jesus the King
Matthew W. Bates
Foreword by Scot McKnight

“In this well-argued book, Matthew Bates recovers 

a deeper sense of what the act of faith con-

sists of as it is depicted in Scripture. He wisely 

observes that the story of the rich young ruler 

in the Synoptic Gospels presumes that salvation 

depends on certain human actions. How those 

actions are related to salvation by faith alone is a 

central question raised by this book and elegantly 

answered.”—Gary Anderson, University of Notre 

Dame

“In this bold, provocative book, Bates challenges 

Christians of all traditions to reexamine basic 

assumptions about the gospel, grace, the nature of 

salvation, and the meaning of ‘faith.’ His argument 

for saving faith as embodied, enacted allegiance 

is rooted in solid scholarship and presented with 

both zeal for the kingdom and concern for the 

church. This is a much-needed corrective to 

many misunderstandings.”—Michael J. Gorman, 

St. Mary’s Seminary and University

Matthew W. Bates (PhD, University of Notre 
Dame) is assistant professor of theology at 
Quincy University. He is the author of The 
Hermeneutics of the Apostolic Proclamation 
and The Birth of the Trinity.

Now Available

192 pp. · cloth · $27.99

978-0-8010-3091-8

Pauline Studies, Commentaries, 

Theology

a ebook available

The Epistle to the Ephesians
Karl Barth
Introductory Essays by Francis Watson 
and John Webster

“This carefully translated and edited text of Barth’s 

lectures on Ephesians from the early 1920s takes 

us into Barth’s Göttingen classroom during the 

exciting days of the turbulent debate set off by 

his Romans commentary. The volume, with its 

excellent interpretive essays by Francis Watson 

and John Webster, is an important enrichment of 

the Barth library in English. It demonstrates how 

relevant Barth’s theological project continues to be, 

especially for the Christian church struggling with 

the decline of western Christendom.”—Darrell 

Guder, Princeton Theological Seminary

“Throughout my more than forty years of preaching, 

Karl Barth’s scriptural exegesis and exposition 

have been a constant companion and most valued 

source. It is therefore a major event to have his 

lectures on Ephesians translated into English for 

the first time.”—Fleming Rutledge, author of The 

Crucifixion: Understanding the Death of Jesus Christ 

and Not Ashamed of the Gospel

DEFENDING  
SUBSTITUTION
An Essay on Atonement 
in Paul

Simon Gathercole

128 pp. · paper · $20.00

978-0-8010-4977-4

ebook available

SACRED TRADI-
TION IN THE NEW 
TESTAMENT
Tracing Old Testament 
Themes in the Gospels and 
Epistles

Stanley E. Porter

336 pp. · cloth · $40.00

978-0-8010-3077-2

ebook available

ALSO OF INTEREST

Karl Barth (1886–1968) is widely regarded 
as one of the most significant Christian 
theologians since the Reformation. He was a 
professor of theology at several universities 
in Germany and later taught in Basel, Switzer-
land. His works include Church Dogmatics (14 
volumes), the most influential work of theology 
in the twentieth century.

THE APOSTLE 
PAUL AND THE 
CHRISTIAN LIFE
Ethical and Missional 
Implications of the New 
Perspective

Scot McKnight and 
Joseph B. Modica, eds.

224 pp. · paper · $26.00

978-0-8010-4976-7

ebook available

PAUL AS A  
PROBLEM IN 
HISTORY AND 
CULTURE
The Apostle and His Critics 
through the Centuries

Patrick Gray

272 pp. · cloth · $33.00

978-0-8010-4883-8

ebook available

ALSO OF INTEREST

Now Available

256 pp. · paper · $24.99

978-0-8010-9797-3

Gospels/Acts, New Testament 

General Studies, Soteriology

a ebook available
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BACK IN 
PRINT

The Sermon on the Mount 
and Human Flourishing
A Theological Commentary
Jonathan T. Pennington

“A remarkable piece of work: erudite, careful, 

balanced, and fresh. Grounded in meticulous 

historical exegesis but shaped by a distinctive 

sensitivity to theological hermeneutics, the book 

succeeds in proclaiming what is often undersold 

in our evangelicalism—the goodness of the good 

news by which we come to flourish.”—Grant 

Macaskill, University of Aberdeen

“When it comes to the Sermon on the Mount, 

many scholars find it difficult to comprehend the 

Sermon, let alone to make a contribution to the 

history of Christian thinking about it. Pennington 

has accomplished both, baptizing this great collec-

tion of Jesus’s teachings into the wisdom tradition 

of human flourishing and virtue ethics. Even 

where I disagree with Pennington, I have learned 

from his logical and clear case for the Sermon as 

a summons to human flourishing. An exceptional 

classroom tool as well as a preacher’s steady re-

source.”—Scot McKnight, Northern Seminary

Jonathan T. Pennington (PhD, University of 
St. Andrews) is associate professor of New 
Testament interpretation and director of 
research doctoral studies at the Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. He is the author 
of Reading the Gospels Wisely and Heaven 
and Earth in the Gospel of Matthew.

Now Available

160 pp. · paper · $21.00

(maximum discount 40%)

978-0-8010-2738-3

Gospels/Acts

Understanding Matthew
The Early Christian Worldview  
of the First Gospel

Stephen Westerholm

“Westerholm invites us into a reading of Matthew  

that makes sense of this Gospel within its first- 

century context in a way that is utterly engaging. 

Using Dietrich Bonhoeffer as a conversation partner 

and a touchpoint for contextualizing Matthew’s 

message, Westerholm offers a compelling vision of 

how this ancient Gospel might become good news 

and true invitation for contemporary readers.” 

—Jeannine Brown, Bethel Seminary–San Diego

“Biblical scholars regularly offer introductory volumes 

that are intended for a general audience, but few 

are as successful as Westerholm in unpacking 

difficult concepts and finding apt analogies. Here 

he guides readers through Matthew’s worldview 

and his understanding of Jesus, engaging along 

the way with Dietrich Bonhoeffer as an interpreter 

and an embodiment of discipleship.”—Beverly 

Gaventa, Christian Century

“Clear, fresh, and evocative.”—Charles H. Talbert,  

Baylor University

READING THE 
GOSPELS WISELY
A Narrative and Theologi-
cal Introduction

Jonathan T. Pennington

288 pp. · paper · $26.00

978-0-8010-3937-9

ebook available

MATTHEW
David L. Turner

848 pp. · cloth · $59.99

978-0-8010-2684-3

ebook available

ALSO OF INTEREST

Stephen Westerholm (DTheol, Lund Univer-
sity) is professor of early Christian studies 
emeritus at McMaster University. He is the 
author of Justification Reconsidered, Under-
standing Paul, Perspectives Old and New on 
Paul, and Jesus and Scribal Authority.

UNDERSTANDING 
PAUL
The Early Christian  
Worldview of the Letter  
to the Romans, 2nd ed.

Stephen Westerholm

166 pp. · paper · $21.00

978-0-8010-2731-4

ebook available

MATTHEW
Charles H. Talbert

400 pp. · paper · $30.00

978-0-8010-3192-2

ebook available

ALSO OF INTEREST

Now Available

352 pp. · cloth · $32.99

978-0-8010-4963-7

Commentaries, Gospels/Acts

a ebook available
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INTERCULTURAL STUDIES

Engaging Globalization
The Poor, Christian Mission,  
and Our Hyperconnected World
Bryant L. Myers

MISSION IN GLOBAL COMMUNITY
Scott W. Sunquist and Amos Yong, series editors

“Engaging Globalization delves into the complex 

forces of globalization that shape our contemporary 

world. Myers does so as a missiologist, which 

perhaps more than anything else makes this book 

so critical, as he flips globalization on its head and 

asks us to think about how we should witness to 

such forces with the gospel of Jesus Christ. This 

book is as astute as it is compelling.”—Gregg A. 

Okesson, E. Stanley Jones School of World 

Mission and Evangelism, Asbury Theological 

Seminary

“In this essential text, Myers offers a vision of  

human flourishing that emerges from careful 

study and thoughtful pastoral reflection. A 

balanced work that should be read by any who 

seek to guide the church in key areas of Christian 

thought and life.”—Soong-Chan Rah, North Park 

Theological Seminary; author of The Next Evangel-

icalism and coauthor of Return to Justice

Now Available

304 pp. · paper · $26.99

978-0-8010-9798-0

Mission, Christianity and Culture, 

Ethics

a ebook available

JOYFUL WITNESS 
IN THE MUSLIM 
WORLD
Sharing the Gospel in 
Everyday Encounters

Evelyne A. Reisacher

208 pp. · paper · $22.99

978-0-8010-3084-0

ebook available

ADVOCATING FOR 
JUSTICE
An Evangelical Vision for 
Transforming Systems and 
Structures

Stephen Offutt, F. David 
Bronkema, Krisanne 
Vaillancourt Murphy, 
Robb Davis, and Gregg 
Okesson

224 pp. · paper · $23.00

978-0-8010-9765-2

ebook available

Bryant L. Myers (PhD, University of California 
at Los Angeles) is professor of transformational 
development in the School of Intercultural 
Studies at Fuller Theological Seminary. A 
veteran leader in global development work,  
he has served with World Vision International  
and the Lausanne Committee on World 
Evangelization.

August 2017

432 pp. · paper · $29.99

978-0-8010-2696-6

Church History, Mission

a ebook available

Encountering the History 
of Missions
From the Early Church to Today
John Mark Terry and  
Robert L. Gallagher

ENCOUNTERING MISSION
A. Scott Moreau, series editor

“Terry and Gallagher, two veteran missionaries and 

professors of missions, provide their readers with 

an edifying survey of the history of missions. I can 

enthusiastically recommend this book to professors, 

students, pastors, missionaries, and missions 

administrators. All will benefit from its scope and 

insights.”—Ed Stetzer, Wheaton College

“Far from a dry recitation of dates and places, Terry 

and Gallagher have given us compelling narratives 

of the lives of missionaries from every generation 

and continent.”—Mark Young, Denver Seminary

“In the tradition of J. Herbert Kane’s mission 

textbooks, Terry and Gallagher have brought their 

broad experience and scholarship to provide the 

next generation of mission students a text on 

mission history.”—Scott W. Sunquist, School of 

Intercultural Studies, Fuller Theological Seminary

THE MISSION  
OF THE CHURCH
Five Views in Conversation

Craig Ott, ed.

224 pp. · paper · $22.99

978-0-8010-9740-9

ebook available

OUR GLOBAL 
FAMILIES
Christians Embracing 
Common Identity  
in a Changing World

Todd M. Johnson  
and Cindy M. Wu

240 pp. · paper · $23.00

978-0-8010-4957-6

ebook available

John Mark Terry (PhD, Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary) is department chair 
and professor of missions at Mid-America 
Baptist Theological Seminary.

Robert L. Gallagher (PhD, Fuller Theological 
Seminary) is department chair and associate 
professor of intercultural studies at Wheaton 
College, where he also directs the MA in inter-
cultural studies program.

ALSO OF INTEREST

ALSO OF INTEREST
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I

INTERCULTURAL STUDIES

Intercultural Discipleship
Learning from Global Approaches to Spiritual Formation
W. Jay Moon
ENCOUNTERING MISSION
A. Scott Moreau, series editor

This addition to an acclaimed series brings cutting-edge research to 
bear on a topic of perennial interest: making disciples. While much has 
been written about disciple-making methods and materials in Western 
contexts, very little has been written to incorporate disciple-making 
methods from other cultures. This book by an expert in oral learning 
looks at disciple-making from multiple cultures to help readers discover 
contextual approaches that are culturally relevant and biblically faithful. 
It emphasizes methods that are especially effective with contemporary 
converts and includes practical examples from around the world. Each 
chapter includes sidebars, discussion questions, an activity for disci-
pling, and a case study. An appendix contains further suggestions and 
exercises for instructors.

NOW AVAILABLE IN THE SERIES

DECEMBER 2017
352 pp. · paper · $29.99

978-0-8010-9849-9

Mission, Practical 

Theology/Church Life, 

Spirituality/Spiritual 

Formation

a ebook available

W. Jay Moon (PhD, Asbury Theological Seminary) 
is professor of church planting and evangelism and 
codirector of the Office of Faith, Work, and Econom-
ics at Asbury Theological Seminary. He previously 
taught at Sioux Falls Seminary and also served in 
Ghana, West Africa, with SIM. He is the author of 
African Proverbs Reveal Christianity in Culture and 
the coauthor of Ordinary Missionary.

“I believe Intercultural Discipleship will 
soon become a classic text in the disci-
pleship literature.”—Darrell Whiteman, 
publisher, American Society of Missiology

THE CHANGING 
FACE OF WORLD 
MISSIONS
Engaging Contemporary 
Issues and Trends

Michael Pocock, Gai-
lyn Van Rheenen, and 
Douglas McConnell

392 pp. · paper · $30.00
978-0-8010-2661-4
ebook available

ENCOUNTERING 
MISSIONARY LIFE 
AND WORK
Preparing for Intercultural  
Ministry

Tom Steffen and Lois 
McKinney Douglas

412 pp. · paper · $32.00
978-0-8010-2659-1
ebook available

CHRISTIANITY 
ENCOUNTERING 
WORLD RELIGIONS
The Practice of Mission in 
the Twenty-first Century

Terry C. Muck and 
Frances S. Adeney

408 pp. · paper · $30.00
978-0-8010-2660-7
ebook available

ENCOUNTERING 
THE HISTORY  
OF MISSIONS
From the Early Church 
to Today

John Mark Terry and 
Robert L. Gallagher

432 pp. · paper · $29.99
978-0-8010-2696-6
ebook available

DEVELOPING A 
STRATEGY FOR 
MISSIONS
A Biblical, Historical, and 
Cultural Introduction

John Mark Terry and  
J. D. Payne

304 pp. · paper · $28.00
978-0-8010-3953-9
ebook available

ENCOUNTERING 
THEOLOGY OF 
MISSION
Biblical Foundations, 
Historical Developments, 
and Contemporary Issues

Craig Ott and Stephen 
J. Strauss with  
Timothy C. Tennent

414 pp. · paper · $31.00
978-0-8010-2662-1
ebook available

EFFECTIVE 
INTERCULTURAL 
COMMUNICATION
A Christian Perspective

A. Scott Moreau, Evvy 
Hay Campbell, and 
Susan Greener

416 pp. · paper · $30.00
978-0-8010-2663-8
ebook available

INTRODUCING 
WORLD MISSIONS
A Biblical, Historical, and 
Practical Survey, 2nd ed.

A. Scott Moreau,  
Gary R. Corwin, and 
Gary B. McGee

336 pp. · cloth · $39.99
978-0-8010-4920-0
ebook available
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Recent Intercultural Studies   
Textbooks

978-0-8010-4971-2 · 368 pp. · $35.00p 978-0-8010-9841-3 · 464 pp. · $34.99p 978-0-8010-9746-1 · 240 pp. · $23.00p

978-0-8010-3857-0 · 304 pp. · $25.00p 978-0-8010-4920-0 · 336 pp. · $39.99c 978-0-8010-3084-0 · 208 pp. · $22.99p

978-0-8010-3234-9 · 624 pp. · $49.99c 978-0-8010-9740-9 · 224 pp. · $22.99p 978-0-8010-4995-8 · 224 pp. · $19.99p

course help for professors and study aids for students

course help for professors and study aids for students

course help for professors and study aids for students


