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Faithful and Fractured
Responding to the Clergy Health Crisis
Rae Jean Proeschold-Bell and Jason Byassee
Clergy suffer from certain health issues at a rate higher than the general
population. Faithful and Fractured addresses why pastors are in such
poor health and what can be done to help them step into the abundant
life God desires for them.
Although anecdotal observations about poor clergy health abound, this
book makes concrete data from multiple sources supporting this claim
accessible for the first time. Duke’s Clergy Health Initiative (CHI), a
major, decade-long research project, provides a true picture of the clergy
health crisis over time and demonstrates that improving the health of
pastors is possible. Combining the expertise of a health psychology researcher and a leading pastoral theologian, Faithful and Fractured brings
together the best in social science and medical research, quantifying the
poor health of clergy with theological engagement. Although the study
focused on United Methodist ministers, the authors interpret CHI’s
groundbreaking data for a broad ecumenical readership. In addition
to physical health, the book examines mental health and spiritual wellbeing, and suggests that increasing positive mental health may prevent
future physical and mental health problems for clergy. Concrete suggestions tailored to clergy are woven throughout the book.

FROM THE BOOK
There is a true crisis in clergy health. We believe it stems from a combination of the expectations people have of pastors, pastors’ expectations
of themselves, and other stressors pastors face today. We’ll consider what
it means to be called to holy work and how this deep sense of sacred
work makes pastors more likely to sacrifice (even if unconsciously)
their well-being. We’ll also consider external expectations, for the combination of these sets the stage—for some clergy at least—for depression,
anxiety, and stress.
Even when good is intended, ministry is ripe for misunderstandings and
differences, leading to potential conflict and stress. Instead of expecting
pastors to navigate these stresses on their own, we aim to explore integrated physical-mental-spiritual programs for pastors, keeping in mind
the hope of their flourishing.
This book should inform individual clergy striving to be strong ministers
across the years, lay leaders aspiring to improve the environment of
their churches, clergy supervisors interested in fostering a cadre of
strong clergy, and program developers seeking to promote physical and
mental health of clergy, which will truly benefit us all.

Rae Jean Proeschold-Bell (PhD, Arizona State
University) is associate research professor of global
health at the Duke Global Health Institute and the
Duke Center for Health Inequalities and Research.
Her research focuses on the joint treatment of
mental and physical health. She is coprincipal
investigator of the Duke Clergy Health Initiative,
which seeks to understand and improve the health
of United Methodist clergy in North Carolina and
designs interventions for clergy, including a twoyear holistic health program called Spirited Life.
Jason Byassee (PhD, Duke University) is the
inaugural Butler Chair in Homiletics and Biblical
Hermeneutics at Vancouver School of Theology. He
previously served as senior pastor of Boone United
Methodist Church in the Western North Carolina
Conference and taught at Duke Divinity School. He
is a contributing editor to the Christian Century and
has authored numerous books.
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The Mystic Way of Evangelism
A Contemplative Vision for Christian Outreach, 2nd ed.
Elaine A. Heath
Elaine Heath brings a fresh perspective to the theory and practice of
evangelism by approaching it through contemplative spirituality, offering a corrective to the contemporary American trend of programmatic
and consumeristic forms of evangelism. This thoroughly revised second
edition includes a new study guide.

ENDORSEMENTS
“A refreshing and profound contribution, this revised edition offers
even more perceptive insights. Heath wisely and incisively identifies
critical issues facing the contemporary church in the West and responds
with care and creativity, skillfully recovering the richness of Christian
mysticism. This is a must-read for both those who study and those who
practice Christian ministry!”—Laceye Warner, Duke Divinity School
“The Mystic Way of Evangelism is honest, reflective, intelligent, and rooted
in Scripture and tradition. A must-read for anyone who cares about the
current state of Christianity in the West and longs for a healthy way
forward.”—Johnny Sears, director, Academy for Spiritual Formation
and Emerging Ministries, The Upper Room
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dean of Duke Divinity School. She previously taught
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University, where she directed the Center for
Missional Wisdom. An ordained elder in the United
Methodist Church, she is a frequent retreat speaker
and has experience as a pastor and spiritual director.
She is the author of a number of books, including
We Were the Least of These.
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“Since discovering the wonderful gift that this book is, I have used it in
several contexts, including university courses, seminars, and churches.
Heath’s challenge is no less than the total makeover of both the individual
believer and the church. The goal of her vision is a beautiful church that
brings good news in word and deed to God’s world. The revision of this
powerful volume is now even more helpful to a church that is crying
for the very thing this book can help us to become.”—Chris Flanders,
Abilene Christian University
“Have you turned away from common methods of evangelism but
struggled to find a way of evangelism you can embrace? Allow Heath to
guide you to alternatives. Rich with narratives from across the centuries
and theological traditions, the book surprises at every turn. Central to the
book is the God of the gospel, and central to the evangelism she calls us
to is the evangelist’s—and the evangelistic community’s—experience of
this loving God.”—Mark D. Baker, Fresno Pacific Biblical Seminary
“Heath’s ideas have sparked a renewed and timely interest in the intersection of the Christian mystics, contemplation, and practical Christianity.
This book inspires through the richness of traditions while opening readers
to divine possibility in the midst of decline and challenge in today’s
church.”—Hee-Soo Jung, resident bishop, Wisconsin Conference of the
United Methodist Church
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A Guide to Christian Spiritual Formation
How Scripture, Spirit, Community, and Mission
Shape Our Souls
Evan B. Howard
Grounded in careful biblical scholarship, this volume provides a
holistic, accessible, and informed introduction to Christian spiritual
formation, written from a broadly evangelical perspective. Evan Howard,
a noted authority on Christian spirituality, joins Scripture with the
themes of community, spirit, formation, and mission in a single integrative guide. A Guide to Christian Spiritual Formation includes helpful
features such as figures, charts, chapter overviews, and formationfocused questions. Its evangelical-ecumenical and global perspectives
will appeal to a wide audience.

CONTENTS
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Christian Spiritual Formation
The Story of Christian Spiritual Formation

PART 2: THE ELEMENTS
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The Fullness and Aims of Christian Spiritual Formation
The Contexts and Agents of Christian Spiritual Formation
The Process of Transformation and the Task of Formation
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PART 3: THE PRACTICE
7.
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course help for professors and study aids for students

Formed into Prayer
Formed Together
Formed in Thinking, Feeling, and Acting
Formed into Mission
Discerning Formation

Evan B. Howard (PhD, Graduate Theological Union)
is the founder and director of Spirituality Shoppe: An
Evangelical Center for the Study of Christian Spirituality and affiliate associate professor of Christian
spirituality at Fuller Theological Seminary. He leads
workshops and seminars on Christian spirituality
worldwide and is the author of several books,
including Praying the Scriptures: A Field Guide for
Your Spiritual Journey.
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The Ministry of Christian Spiritual Formation
Indexes
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Integrative Preaching
A Comprehensive Model
for Transformational Proclamation
Kenton C. Anderson
“Too many books on preaching force us to choose between unhelpful binaries: head or heart, reason or imagination, theory or practice,
divine or human agency. Not so with Integrative Preaching. Anderson
sets us free from these homiletical entrapments. This book informs and
inspires. It is theoretical and practical. It presses preachers to engage the
mind and touch the heart. It challenges us to grow in the task of preaching and to rest in the divine assurance that God is the real Preacher who
promises to be with us as we preach.”—Jared E. Alcántara, Trinity
Evangelical Divinity School

CONTENTS
Introduction
PART 1: UNDERSTANDING THE INTEGRATIVE MODEL OF PREACHING
1.
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3.
4.

Preaching Is Integral (Cohesive)
Preaching Is Horizontal (Physical)
Preaching Is Vertical (Spiritual)
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PART 2: THE FUNCTIONAL ELEMENTS OF INTEGRATIVE PREACHING
Kenton C. Anderson (PhD, Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary) is president and professor of
homiletics at Northwest Baptist Seminary. He is also
associate professor of homiletics at ACTS Seminaries of Trinity Western University. A past president of
the Evangelical Homiletics Society, he owns and operates www.preaching.org and is a frequent speaker
at churches, seminars, and retreats. Anderson is
the author of several books, including Choosing to
Preach: A Comprehensive Introduction to Sermon
Options and Structures, Preaching with Conviction,
and Preaching with Integrity.
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Preaching with Cultural Intelligence
Understanding the People Who Hear Our Sermons
Matthew D. Kim
This book provides a step-by-step template for cross-cultural hermeneutics and homiletics, equipping preachers to reach their varied
listeners in the church and beyond. Each chapter includes questions for
individual thought or group discussion. The book also includes helpful
diagrams and images, a sample sermon, and appendixes for exegeting
listeners and for exploring cultural differences.

ENDORSEMENTS
“Matthew Kim writes with the sensitivity of a pastor, the experience of
a multicultural minority person, and the knowledge of an experienced
homiletics professor—a wonderful combination for helping us think
through what is needed to bring knowledge of hermeneutics, humans,
and homiletics to bear on the task of preaching in a world of rapidly
integrating cultures.”—Bryan Chapell, Grace Presbyterian Church;
author of Christ-Centered Preaching
“In this brave, vulnerable book, professor and preacher Matthew
Kim reminds us that homiletics also includes diverse humans, both
preachers and listeners. This is an essential text for anyone who takes
seriously the call to love our neighbors through preaching, regardless of
denominations, ethnicities, genders, locations, and religions.”—Luke A.
Powery, Duke University Chapel
“I couldn’t be more thrilled to commend this book to preachers everywhere. Kim takes the science behind our work in cultural intelligence
and brings it to life to help preachers share the greatest news of all.
Rooted in research and made practical with specific biblical texts and
application points, this book should be read by any preacher wishing
to communicate effectively with the twenty-first-century congregation.”—David Livermore, author and thought leader on cultural intelligence and global leadership

Matthew D. Kim (PhD, University of Edinburgh) is
associate professor of preaching and ministry at
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary and is a past
president of the Evangelical Homiletics Society. He
has over fifteen years of preaching and teaching
experience and is the author of several books,
including 7 Lessons for New Pastors: Your First Year
in Ministry.
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“Kim wisely and adeptly sensitizes preachers to the unexamined cultural
and sociological assumptions that inevitably drive their preaching. This
is a thoughtful, insightful book that offers more than mere homiletical
technique—an important book for pastors.”—Gerald Hiestand, executive director, Center for Pastor Theologians; senior associate pastor,
Calvary Memorial Church

Communication

a ebook available

“Preachers have been waiting for a smart book on cultural intelligence.
Let’s face it, we’ve been behind the ball when it comes to really understanding the cultural diversity of our listeners. Kim brings us up to speed
and gives us practical ways to use cultural intelligence.”—Patricia Batten,
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary
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The Science of Virtue
Why Positive Psychology Matters to the Church
Mark R. McMinn
This book shows that the new science of virtue—the field of positive
psychology—can complement Christian faith and promote happiness
and personal flourishing. Each chapter includes a section addressing
Christian counselors who seek to promote happiness and fulfillment in
others.

ENDORSEMENTS
“There are few authors and psychologists that I admire more than Mark
McMinn. With The Science of Virtue, he has done it again. He invites the
reader to a Christian perspective on positive psychology that ratifies
Scripture by presenting the latest evidence-based science. Wise and
compassionate, this book is simultaneously edifying and inspiring.”
—Robert A. Emmons, University of California, Davis; editor-in-chief,
The Journal of Positive Psychology; author of Gratitude Works! and Thanks!
How the New Science of Gratitude Can Make You Happier
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“An exquisite book on how the psychology of virtue (that is, positive
psychology) can bridge theology and science. McMinn addresses some
of the most important topics in Christian psychology: wisdom, forgiveness,
gratitude, humility, hope, and grace. This book can profoundly affect
psychologists, pastors, and theologians, but its value to the person in the
pew is its real strength. Judging by its quality, this will be one of my top
books—secular or Christian—for the year.”—Everett L. Worthington Jr.,
author of Forgiving and Reconciling: Bridges to Wholeness and Hope
“McMinn is the rare scholar who can masterfully integrate scientific
psychology, Christian theology, and counseling practice. In The Science
of Virtue, he places the best of contemporary positive psychology research
in fruitful dialogue with ancient Christian wisdom. This book not only
contributed to my understanding of key Christian virtues but also gave
me clear strategies for practicing the virtues.”—Steven J. Sandage,
Boston University
“Thoughtful, balanced, and sensitively written, The Science of Virtue
offers a compelling examination of ways in which positive psychology
and the church can inform and learn from each other.”—Julie Exline,
Case Western Reserve University
“A wonderfully written and excellent book on positive psychology and
the church. It presents the latest research findings from positive psychology
as well as biblical perspectives on these virtues in a very helpful way.
McMinn also shares graciously, humbly, and vulnerably from his own life
experiences. Highly recommended!”—Siang-Yang Tan, Fuller Theological
Seminary; author of Counseling and Psychotherapy: A Christian Perspective
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Subversive Sabbath
The Surprising Power of Rest in a Nonstop World
A. J. Swoboda
Foreword by Matthew Sleeth
We live in a 24/7 culture of endless productivity, workaholism, distraction, burnout, and anxiety—a way of life to which we’ve sadly grown
accustomed. This tired system of “life” ultimately destroys our souls, our
bodies, our relationships, our society, and the rest of God’s creation. The
whole world grows exhausted because humanity has forgotten to enter
into God’s rest.
This book pioneers a creative path to an alternative way of existing.
Combining relevant academic research, creative storytelling, pastoral
sensitivity, and practical insight, Subversive Sabbath offers a unique
invitation to personal Sabbath-keeping that leads to fuller and more
joyful lives. A. J. Swoboda demonstrates that Sabbath is both a spiritual
discipline and a form of social justice, connects Sabbath-keeping to local
communities, and explains how God may actually do more when we
do less. He shows that the biblical practice of Sabbath-keeping is God’s
plan for the restoration and healing of all creation.

CONTENTS
PART 1: SABBATH FOR US
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3.

Sabbath and Time
Sabbath and Work
Sabbath and Health

A. J. Swoboda (PhD, University of Birmingham)
pastors Theophilus Church in urban Portland,
Oregon. He teaches biblical studies, theology, and
church history at Portland Seminary and Fuller
Theological Seminary, among others. He is also
executive director of the Seminary Stewardship
Alliance, a consortium of Christian higher education
institutions dedicated to reconnecting Christians
with the biblical call to care for God’s creation.
Swoboda is an award-winning author or editor of
nine books and speaks regularly at conferences,
retreats, churches, and seminars.
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PART 3: SABBATH FOR CREATION
7.
8.
9.
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Ethics for Christian Ministry
Moral Formation for Twenty-First-Century Leaders
Joe E. Trull and R. Robert Creech
This one-of-a-kind resource in professional ethics helps Christian leaders
maintain a high moral character and lifestyle and sharpen their personal
and professional decision-making skills amid the rapidly changing landscape of the contemporary church.
Joe Trull and Robert Creech bring together their experience as teachers
and pastors to address both current and perennial ethical issues and
offer guidance for developing a personal code of ethics to maintain
integrity in the work of ministry. The authors address the nature of
ethical decision making as well as practical areas where integrity can be
compromised, including issues raised by the use of smartphones and
social media.
Ethics for Christian Ministry will be useful for professors and students in
practical ministry, pastoral care, and ministerial ethics classes as well as
pastors involved in local church ministry.

ENDORSEMENT
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Joe E. Trull (ThD, Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary), now retired, previously served as
professor of Christian ethics at New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary. He served as a pastor for
over twenty years, is the former editor of Christian
Ethics Today, and authored several books.
R. Robert Creech (PhD, Baylor University) is
Hubert H. and Gladys S. Raborn Professor of
Pastoral Leadership and director of pastoral
ministries at George W. Truett Theological Seminary,
Baylor University. He formerly taught at Houston
Baptist University and served as senior pastor of
University Baptist Church in Houston. He is the coauthor of The Leader’s Journey: Accepting the Call
to Personal and Congregational Transformation.

“Two experienced, inspired pastoral theologians have given us a
thorough, judicious book that is sure to become the standard text on
pastoral ethics. Trull and Creech not only show a deep understanding of
the particular challenges faced by those called to be clergy but also offer
sound, practical guidance that helps pastors make better decisions as
we engage in ministry. Here’s a book that enables contemporary clergy
to hold to the highest standards of our high and noble calling. What a
wonderful contribution to the field of pastoral theology and ethics.”
—Will Willimon, Duke Divinity School; United Methodist Bishop, retired
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Being Good and Doing Good: Moral Formation for Ministry
Looking in the Mirror: Integrity in Your Personal Life
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Developing a Personal Code of Ethics: A Plan for Integrity in Ministry
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Appendix D: Sample Codes of Ethics
Indexes
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Introducing Practical Theology
Mission, Ministry, and the Life of the Church
Pete Ward
This introduction to the field of practical theology reclaims a theological
vision for the life and work of the church. Pete Ward dispels the myth
that practical theology is a distraction from the “real” tasks of ministry
or from serious academic theological work. He argues that practical
theology is part of the everyday life of the church and that its location in
congregational life provides an orientation and a methodology based on
how practitioners pray, witness, act, and live out their faith. Ward challenges the distinction between applied theology and practical theology,
thereby reintegrating a doctrinal orientation to the discipline. He argues
that there are a variety of possible approaches to practical theology,
helping readers evaluate the approach that is most appropriate to their
ministerial context and theological tradition. This reliable, accessible
resource will work well for those in training or in ministry.

ENDORSEMENT
“Introducing Practical Theology does much more than you might think
from the title. It no doubt introduces practical theology, but it goes
much further, introducing a whole way of thinking about the field.
Ward is a unique thinker that uncompromisingly demands that practical theology attend to real people’s experiences by respecting their
tacit and meaningful lived theology. Ward champions the belief that
ordinary people in our churches are indeed attending to God’s action. In
this volume you’ll find a beautiful way for attending to theology in the
everyday.”—Andrew Root, Luther Seminary; author of Faith Formation
in a Secular Age

CONTENTS
Introduction
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Practical Theology as the Ordinary Life of the Church
Practical Theology as Faith Seeking Understanding
The Gospel and Practical Theology
Practical Theology and Lived Theology
Practical Theology as a Conversation about Practice and Theology
Theological Reflection
Practical Theology and Theological Disciplines
Practical Theology as a Conversation about Culture
Beginning Small-Scale Empirical Research
Producing Practical Theology

Pete Ward (PhD, King’s College, London) is a
professorial fellow in ecclesiology and ethnography
at St. John’s College, Durham University. He also
teaches at MF The Norwegian School of Theology,
Oslo. He is the author, coauthor, or editor of numerous books, including Perspectives on Ecclesiology
and Ethnography, and has written in the areas of
youth ministry, contemporary worship, theology and
popular culture, and ecclesiology.

I
OCTOBER 2017
192 pp. · paper · $21.99
978-0-8010-9819-2
Practical Theology/
Church Life, Theology

a ebook available

Index

ALSO OF INTEREST
KINGDOM
CONSPIRACY

FIELDWORK
IN THEOLOGY

A LIGHT TO
THE NATIONS

MAKING ALL
THINGS NEW

Returning to the
Radical Mission of the
Local Church
Scot McKnight

Exploring the Social
Context of God’s Work
in the World
Christian Scharen

The Missional Church
and the Biblical Story
Michael W. Goheen
256 pp. · paper · $22.99

Inaugurated Eschatology
for the Life of the Church
Benjamin L. Gladd and
Matthew S. Harmon

304 pp. · paper · $19.99

144 pp. · paper · $20.00

978-0-8010-3141-0

224 pp. · paper · $20.00

978-0-8010-9785-0

978-0-8010-4930-9

ebook available

978-0-8010-4960-6

ebook available

ebook available
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The Minister as Moral Theologian
Ethical Dimensions of Pastoral Leadership
Sondra Wheeler
“Some pastors approach their work as moral theologians seriously but
not humbly, thereby failing to recognize the complexity of the task.
Others recognize that complexity but respond by shunning the responsibility. This important book challenges both of these errors, and in the
process it provides everyday counsel that is as practical as it is sophisticated. Sondra Wheeler is an exceptionally wise moral theologian, and
all who heed her words will be the wiser for it.”—Craig C. Hill, Perkins
School of Theology, Southern Methodist University
“The Minister as Moral Theologian is a wise, compassionate, and direct
treatment of Christian ethics in the pastoral tasks of preaching, teaching,
and counseling. Wheeler reminds us of the challenges, joys, blessings, and
wonders of pastoral ministry. This is a must-read for seminarians and
seasoned clergy alike.”—Kathryn Greene-McCreight, associate chaplain,
The Episcopal Church at Yale; author of Darkness Is My Only Companion:
A Christian Response to Mental Illness

I
NOW AVAILABLE
160 pp. · paper · $21.99
978-0-8010-9784-3
Ethics, Practical
Theology/Church Life,

Sondra Wheeler (PhD, Yale University) is Martha
Ashby Carr Professor of Christian Ethics at Wesley
Theological Seminary in Washington, DC. She has
decades of experience preparing ministers and
teaching advanced courses in the practice of ministry. Wheeler is the author of several books, including
Sustaining Ministry, Wealth as Peril and Obligation:
The New Testament on Possessions, Stewards of
Life: Bioethics and Pastoral Care, and What We
Were Made For: Christian Reflections on Love.

Spirituality/Spiritual
Formation

“For pastors faced with the challenging task of living as Christians and
teaching others to do so as well, Sondra Wheeler has written a book
that is both learned and wise. She wears her considerable learning lightly,
writing prose that is simultaneously winsome and direct. Even more
important, every page displays wisdom—a mature insight that will be her
greatest gift to her readers.”—Gilbert Meilaender, Valparaiso University
“Writing with extensive knowledge of the ways ministers are moral
teachers, Wheeler offers a theologically informed, ethically nuanced,
practical guide for ministers and ministry students to reflect on the moral
impact their professional and personal lives can make.”—Bernard
Brady, University of St. Thomas
“This lovely book offers wise and mature reflections on the moral
dimensions of Christian pastoral ministry. An indispensable contribution, The Minister as Moral Theologian will henceforth join the short list
of required books in my introductory seminary ethics course.”—David
Gushee, Center for Theology and Public Life, Mercer University

a ebook available

ALSO OF INTEREST
SPEAKING
OF DYING

REVIEWING
LEADERSHIP

EFFECTIVE
GENERATIONAL
MINISTRY

Recovering the Church’s
Voice in the Face of Death
Fred Craddock,
Dale Goldsmith,
and Joy V. Goldsmith
240 pp. · paper · $22.00

A Christian Evaluation
of Current Approaches,
2nd ed.
Bernice M. Ledbetter,
Robert J. Banks, and
David C. Greenhalgh

978-1-58743-323-8

240 pp. · paper · $23.99

Biblical and Practical
Insights for Transforming
Church Communities
Elisabeth A. Nesbit
Sbanotto and Craig L.
Blomberg

ebook available

978-0-8010-3629-3

304 pp. · paper · $25.00

ebook available

978-0-8010-4948-4

WORSHIP WORDS
Discipling Language
for Faithful Ministry
Debra Rienstra and
Ron Rienstra
286 pp. · paper · $26.00
978-0-8010-3616-3

ebook available
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Sustaining Ministry
Foundations and Practices for Serving Faithfully
Sondra Wheeler
This book offers an account of the moral foundations of pastoral ethics
and the underlying dynamics that make the practice of ministry so challenging. Why are Christian leaders whose intentions are good nevertheless at risk? Sondra Wheeler explores the interpersonal dynamics that
make ministry powerful and morally dangerous, even for those with the
best of intentions. She examines the personal disciplines and spiritual
practices that equip ministers to abide by ethical standards when they
come under pressure. She also offers practical strategies for navigating
challenges, emphasizing the essential practices of prayer and spiritual
accountability to sustain safe ministry, and stresses personal vulnerability
and “unselfish self-care.”

ENDORSEMENTS
“Sondra Wheeler combines ethical, biblical, and theological expertise
with thorough analytical skills to address dilemmas of clergy life. Drawing
on the serving heritage of professions, she shows how clergy face special
issues, particularly around power. She performs a careful diagnosis of
perils and temptations clergy encounter while offering positive practices
to sustain an ethical ministry.”—Lovett H. Weems Jr., Wesley Theological Seminary
“Wheeler draws on her deep familiarity with what makes ministry distinct as a profession and a way of life. She writes beautifully and accessibly; often I felt I was as much listening to her wise counsel as reading it.
She skillfully weaves insights from clergy self-care with pastoral ethics,
and while she is unflinchingly realistic about the moral dangers of
ministry, she is also sympathetic toward those who try to navigate them.
This book will be especially useful in seminary contexts and for those
just entering the ministry profession.”—Barbara J. Blodgett, author of
Lives Entrusted: An Ethic of Trust for Ministry
“Many contemporary analyses of clergy ethics take a backward-looking
view of the power dynamics inherent in pastors’ relationships with their
flock. These analyses then offer a rules-based model for the prevention
of clergy ethics violations. In Sustaining Ministry, Wheeler points beyond
a rules-based model to the necessity of practicing the deeply rooted
Christian spiritual disciplines that form emotional and moral health.
These practices, Wheeler argues, are the tools that will most fruitfully
shield churches and their clergy from ethics abuse and will build abundant
communities of faith. Sustaining Ministry, along with Wheeler’s earlier
The Minister as Moral Theologian, is a must-read for everyone in ministry,
from bishops to lay pastors.”—Kathryn Greene-McCreight, author of
Darkness Is My Only Companion: A Christian Response to Mental Illness

Sondra Wheeler (PhD, Yale University) is Martha
Ashby Carr Professor of Christian Ethics at Wesley
Theological Seminary in Washington, DC. She has
decades of experience preparing ministers and
teaching advanced courses in the practice of ministry.
Wheeler is the author of several books, including
The Minister as Moral Theologian, Wealth as Peril and
Obligation: The New Testament on Possessions, Stewards of Life: Bioethics and Pastoral Care, and What We
Were Made For: Christian Reflections on Love.

I
NOVEMBER 2017
160 pp. · paper · $21.99
978-0-8010-9836-9
Ethics, Practical
Theology/Church Life,
Spirituality/Spiritual
Formation

a ebook available

ALSO OF INTEREST
VULNERABLE
COMMUNION

THE MEANING
OF SEX

UNTAMED
HOSPITALITY

A Theology of Disability
and Hospitality
Thomas E. Reynolds

Christian Ethics
and the Moral Life
Dennis P. Hollinger

Welcoming God
and Other Strangers
Elizabeth Newman

Brain Disease, the Priest’s
Wife, and the God Who
Gives and Takes Away
Victor Lee Austin

256 pp. · paper · $25.00

272 pp. · paper · $24.00

236 pp. · paper · $26.00

160 pp. · paper · $17.99

978-1-58743-177-7

978-0-8010-3571-5

978-1-58743-176-0

978-1-58743-407-5

ebook available

ebook available

ebook available

ebook available
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Public Faith in Action
How to Engage with Commitment, Conviction,
and Courage
Miroslav Volf and Ryan McAnnally-Linz

NOW IN
PAPER

\

A Best Book of 2016 in Religion, Publishers Weekly
“Mixing faith and politics can be tricky, but [the authors] have assembled a helpful, concisely written guide. . . . Working on the premise
that Christian faith must naturally spill over into public discussion, they
offer insight into making informed decisions around candidates and
political issues. . . . A must-read.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review)
“A concise, readable, theologically informed guide for Christian political
engagement, this book deftly integrates relevant biblical principles and
contemporary data, summarizes the key issues at stake, and points to
important additional reading. An excellent contribution to the rapidly
growing body of work on how Christians can engage politics in a faithful way.”—Ron Sider, Evangelicals for Social Action

Q
SEPTEMBER 2017
256 pp. · paper · $19.99
978-1-58743-410-5
Public Affairs, Ethics

a ebook available

Miroslav Volf (DrTheol, University of Tübingen) is the
Henry B. Wright Professor of Systematic Theology
at Yale Divinity School and founding director of the
Yale Center for Faith and Culture. He has written
more than fifteen books, including A Public Faith,
Exclusion and Embrace (winner of the Grawemeyer
Award in Religion and selected among the one hundred
best religious books of the twentieth century by
Christianity Today), After Our Likeness, and The End
of Memory.
Ryan McAnnally-Linz (PhD, Yale University) is an
associate research scholar at the Yale Center for
Faith and Culture. In addition to his scholarly writings,
he has coauthored articles with Miroslav Volf for
Sojourners, Christian Century, and the Huffington Post.

“The question isn’t whether you’ll live out a public faith but how. In this
wise, measured, and refreshingly concrete discussion, Volf and McAnnallyLinz encourage Christians to be active, thoughtful contributors to the
‘life together’ that is society. The book is unapologetically convicted, but
it makes room for the global realities that demand different responses
and creates space for Christians to come to different prudential conclusions. Here is an antidote to polarization.”—James K. A. Smith, Calvin
College; author of You Are What You Love: The Spiritual Power of Habit;
editor of Comment magazine
“This volume achieves its aims: opening up a series of serious questions
that are a matter of public debate in a pluralistic society, while exhorting
Christians to responsibly explore the answers through the lens of faith.”
—Stephanie Summers, Center for Public Justice
“The world needs our active Christian faith more now, perhaps, than
ever. Public Faith in Action provides a deeply thoughtful model for how
we as Christians might work out our faith for the glory of God and the
flourishing of communities and people. One needn’t agree with every
application here in order to be instructed, challenged, and inspired by
this call to commitment, conviction, and character as we strive to serve
a suffering world faithfully and well.”—Karen Swallow Prior, author of
Booked: Literature in the Soul of Me and Fierce Convictions: The Extraordinary Life of Hannah More—Poet, Reformer, Abolitionist

ALSO OF INTEREST
A PUBLIC FAITH
How Followers of Christ
Should Serve the Common
Good
Miroslav Volf
192 pp. · paper · $19.99
978-1-58743-343-6
ebook available

RETURN
TO JUSTICE

AMERICA’S
ORIGINAL SIN

CHRISTIANS
AT THE BORDER

Six Movements That
Reignited Our Contemporary
Evangelical Conscience
Soong-Chan Rah and
Gary VanderPol

Racism, White Privilege,
and the Bridge to a New
America
Jim Wallis

Immigration, the Church,
and the Bible, 2nd ed.
M. Daniel Carroll R.

272 pp. · paper · $17.99

240 pp. · paper · $19.99

978-1-58743-351-1

978-1-58743-400-6

978-1-58743-376-4

ebook available

ebook available

200 pp. · paper · $20.00

ebook available
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Andrew Root (PhD, Princeton Theological
Seminary) is Carrie Olson Baalson Chair of
Youth and Family Ministry at Luther Seminary.

Faith Formation
in a Secular Age

of Divorce, and coauthored (with Kenda Creasy

Responding to the Church’s Obsession
with Youthfulness
Andrew Root

Dean) The Theological Turn in Youth Ministry.

MINISTRY IN A SECULAR AGE

He has authored numerous books, including
Bonhoeffer as Youth Worker and The Children

ALSO BY THE AUTHOR

Andrew Root provides an alternative take on
the issue of youth drifting away from the church
and articulates how faith can be formed in our
secular age.

BONHOEFFER AS
YOUTH WORKER

ENDORSEMENT

A Theological Vision for
Discipleship and Life
Together
Andrew Root

“This is not a ‘youth ministry’ book. This is a
book that holds up a mirror to the contemporary
church to help us see how we’ve come to reflect
the culture around us and how that has changed
our approach to faith formation. While this shift
has had significant impact on youth, none of us
are immune. With his typical combination of
careful scholarship, pastoral wisdom, and lively
prose, Andrew Root not only diagnoses the problem but also constructively charts a way forward.
If we care about the future of faith formation,
every seminarian should be reading this book.”
—James K. A. Smith, Calvin College; author of
You Are What You Love: The Spiritual Power of Habit

224 pp. · paper · $19.99
978-0-8010-4905-7
ebook available

THE CHILDREN
OF DIVORCE
The Loss of Family
as the Loss of Being
Andrew Root
192 pp. · paper · $20.00
978-0-8010-3914-0
ebook available

October 2017
240 pp. · paper · $22.99
978-0-8010-9846-8

I

Practical Theology/Church Life,
Christianity and Culture, Youth
Ministry

a ebook available

Kyle David Bennett (PhD, Fuller Theological
Seminary) is assistant professor of philosophy
at Caldwell University, where he also directs
the Spirituality and Leadership Institute, a
think tank and training center. He has taught
at Azusa Pacific University, Providence

Practices of Love
Spiritual Disciplines
for the Life of the World
Kyle David Bennett
Foreword by James K. A. Smith

Christian College, and The King’s College.

ALSO OF INTEREST
THE YEAR OF
SMALL THINGS
Radical Faith
for the Rest of Us
Sarah Arthur and
Erin F. Wasinger
240 pp. · paper · $17.99
978-1-58743-382-5
ebook available

TO THE TABLE
A Spirituality of Food,
Farming, and Community
Lisa Graham McMinn
224 pp. · paper · $20.00

“Spiritual disciplines, if done wrong, can become
a form of sanctified narcissism. Bennett’s book
is a welcome corrective. He turns the disciplines
sideways, and in doing so life gets oriented
outward. We have focused much on the first great
commandment. Bennett helps us put shoes on
the second great commandment. If you take him
seriously, your life and your neighborhood will be
changed.”—Dennis Okholm, Azusa Pacific University; author of Dangerous Passions, Deadly Sins:
Learning from the Psychology of Ancient Monks
“In this lively book, Bennett shows how our everyday working and resting, speaking and listening,
eating and shopping can be Christian practices
with and for our neighbors. With earnest passion
and humble humor, Bennett calls us to spiritual
formation that is an intentionally social expression
of love.”—Rebecca Konyndyk DeYoung, Calvin
College; author of Glittering Vices

August 2017
208 pp. · paper · $17.99
978-1-58743-403-7
Christianity and Culture, Spirituality/

978-1-58743-370-2

Spiritual Formation

ebook available

a ebook available
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Recent Practical Theology, Spirituality,
and Formation Textbooks

978-0-8010-4934-7 · 416 pp. · $29.99p

978-0-8010-4970-5 · 400 pp. · $34.99c

978-0-8010-4967-5 · 224 pp. · $21.99p

course help for professors and study aids for students

978-1-58743-399-3 · 240 pp. · $18.99p

978-0-8010-9674-7 · 224 pp. · $22.00p

978-0-8010-9761-4 · 352 pp. · $34.99p

978-0-8010-4926-2 · 304 pp. · $26.99p

978-0-8010-3956-0 · 288 pp. · $25.00p

978-0-8010-2966-0 · 512 pp. · $39.99c

course help for professors and study aids for students
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Mark A. Maddix (PhD, Trinity Evangelical
Divinity School) is dean of the School of
Theology and Christian Ministry and professor
of practical theology at Point Loma Nazarene
University.
James Riley Estep Jr. (PhD, Trinity Evangelical

Practicing Christian
Education
An Introduction for Ministry
Mark A. Maddix
and James Riley Estep Jr.

Divinity School) is professor of Christian education at Lincoln Christian University.

ALSO OF INTEREST
TEACHING
THE NEXT
GENERATIONS
A Comprehensive Guide
for Teaching Christian
Formation
Terry Linhart, ed.

“This short volume is a practical introduction
to the theory and practice of Christian education ministry. It will be useful in introductory
courses, providing a taste of important issues
and approaches in educational ministry, and it
includes helpful questions for reflection or group
discussion.”—Kevin E. Lawson, Talbot School of
Theology, Biola University; editor of the Christian
Education Journal
“Practicing Christian Education discusses the
biblical, historical, and theological foundations
and nature of what is to be taught in and through
the church. I am most enthusiastic about the
compelling case that Maddix and Estep make for
the integration of faith and education, of faith
and the social sciences, and of faith and culture.
This book has reignited my zeal for ministry
preparation that has a curricular core of Christian
education.”—Karen E. Jones, Veritas Theology
Institute, Huntington University

352 pp. · paper · $34.99
978-0-8010-9761-4
ebook available

EFFECTIVE
BIBLE TEACHING,
2ND ED.
James C. Wilhoit
and Leland Ryken
208 pp. · paper · $21.99
978-0-8010-4860-9

course help for professors and study aids for students

Now Available
192 pp. · paper · $22.99
978-0-8010-3096-3

I

Christian Education, Practical

ebook available

Theology/Church Life

a ebook available
Thomas C. Oden (1931–2016; PhD, Yale
University) was Henry Anson Buttz Professor
of Theology and Ethics Emeritus at Drew University and authored many books. He served

Classical Pastoral Care,
4 vols.
Thomas C. Oden

BACK IN
PRINT

as an executive editor of Christianity Today,
chairman of the Institute on Religion and
Democracy, and general editor of the Ancient
Christian Commentary on Scripture.

ALSO OF INTEREST
BECOMING
WHOLE AND HOLY
An Integrative
Conversation about
Christian Formation
Jeannine K. Brown,
Carla M. Dahl, and
Wyndy Corbin
Reuschling
214 pp. · paper · $25.00
978-0-8010-3925-6
ebook available

FLAWED FAMILIES
OF THE BIBLE
How God’s Grace
Works through Imperfect
Relationships
David E. Garland
and Diana R. Garland

This four-volume set provides a topical arrangement of passages from classic Christian writings
offering guidance on all major subjects of pastoral
theology. Writings from more than two hundred
notable Christian authors—from Abelard and
Ambrose to Isaac Watts and Zwingli—are
arranged in thirty topical sections. Volumes are
available individually in addition to the fourvolume set. Volume one, Becoming a Minister, is
concerned with the person and self-understanding
of the pastoral caregiver. Volume two, Ministry
through Word and Sacrament, guides pastors in
caring for other’s health, their own health, and the
life of the soul. Volume three, Pastoral Counsel,
brings new perspective to the counseling ministry
as pastors seek to help those who are hurting.
Volume four, Crisis Ministries, addresses crucial
situations in which pastors are often called to
respond to urgent and specific challenges as they
comfort those who suffer.

Now Available
1,024 pp. · paper · $75.00
(maximum discount 40%)
978-0-8010-6762-4

I

Church History, Psychology/
Counseling

236 pp. · paper · $22.00
978-1-58743-155-5
ebook available
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ALSO OF INTEREST

Acts

Psalms, vol. 2

David E. Garland

Psalms 73–150

TEACH THE TEXT COMMENTARY SERIES
Mark L. Strauss and John H. Walton, series editors

A

C. Hassell Bullock
TEACH THE TEXT COMMENTARY SERIES
Mark L. Strauss and John H. Walton, series editors

A

David E. Garland (PhD, Southern Baptist Theological

September 2017

Seminary) is professor of Christian Scriptures at

336 pp. · paper · $26.99

C. Hassell Bullock (PhD, Hebrew Union College) is

978-0-8010-9229-9

November 2017

Franklin S. Dyrness Professor Emeritus of Biblical

Commentaries,

Studies at Wheaton College. He authored the first

640 pp. · paper · $39.99

Gospels/Acts

volume on Psalms in the Teach the Text Commentary

George W. Truett Theological Seminary, Baylor
University. He is the author of numerous books,
including commentaries on 1 Corinthians and Mark.

a ebook available

The Teach the Text Commentary Series utilizes the best of biblical scholarship to
inform authoritative expository preaching and teaching. These volumes enable
readers to quickly grasp the key themes of each passage of Scripture so they can
move seamlessly from the meaning of the text to its effective communication.

PRAISE FOR THE SERIES
“Few commentaries help the reader move beyond study to thoughtful application,
and fewer still move beyond application to teaching. That’s why I am thrilled
with the Teach the Text Commentary Series. Pastors and teachers are going to
love this series. I highly recommend it.”—George H. Guthrie, Union University
“Teach the Text is the kind of commentary I have wanted for a long time. It deals
with the kinds of questions that busy pastors have to ask and answer in order to
preach the Scriptures every week. I commend it to those of you who are in that
kind of ministry.”—Haddon Robinson, Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary

Series, as well as An Introduction to the Old Testament
Poetic Books and Encountering the Book of Psalms.

Commentaries,
Wisdom/Poetry

a ebook available

NOW AVAILABLE IN THE SERIES
Exodus
T. Desmond Alexander
Leviticus and Numbers
Joe M. Sprinkle
Joshua
Kenneth A. Mathews
Judges and Ruth
Kenneth C. Way
1 & 2 Samuel
Robert B. Chisholm Jr.
Job
Daniel J. Estes
Psalms, vol. 1
C. Hassell Bullock
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978-0-8010-9239-8

Ecclesiastes and Song
of Songs
Edward M. Curtis
Jeremiah and Lamentations
J. Daniel Hays
Daniel
Ronald W. Pierce
Matthew
Jeannine K. Brown
Mark
Grant R. Osborne

Romans
C. Marvin Pate
1 Corinthians
Preben Vang
2 Corinthians
Moyer V. Hubbard
James, 1 & 2 Peter, and
Jude
Jim Samra
Revelation
J. Scott Duvall

Luke
R. T. France

For the most complete and updated information on these titles, visit www.bakeracademic.com | www.brazospress.com

ALSO OF INTEREST
Gregg R. Allison (PhD, Trinity Evangelical Divinity
School) is professor of Christian theology at
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. He is the
author of many books and is a book review editor
for the Journal of the Evangelical Theological
Society.

February 2018
432 pp. · paper · $29.99
978-0-8010-1912-8

A

Theology

a ebook available

Nancy R. Pearcey (MA, Covenant Theological
Seminary) is director of the Center for Christian
Worldview, scholar in residence, and professor
of apologetics at Houston Baptist University. She
is also editor at large of The Pearcey Report, a
fellow at Discovery Institute’s Center for Science

50 Core Truths of the
Christian Faith
A Guide to Understanding and Teaching Theology
Gregg R. Allison
This volume collects succinct teachings on the most
important doctrines of Christianity, covering the nature
and works of God, the Bible, God’s created beings, Jesus,
the Holy Spirit, salvation, the church, and the end times.
Each chapter features clear guidance for how to teach and
apply the doctrine today, making it an indispensable resource for understanding and teaching Christian theology.

Love Thy Body
Answering Hard Questions about Life
and Sexuality
Nancy R. Pearcey

and Culture, and the author of several books.

January 2018

A

336 pp. · cloth · $22.99
978-0-8010-7572-8
Apologetics,
Christianity and Culture

a ebook available

Taking on hard questions about life and sexuality, Love
Thy Body empowers readers to engage intelligently and
compassionately with today’s most controversial moral
and social challenges. Nancy Pearcey demonstrates that
while secularism promises much, it delivers little. She
turns the tables on stereotypes that portray Christianity
as harsh and bigoted, inviting a fresh look at its wholistic,
life-affirming principles: It is a worldview that matches
the real world and fits with human experience.

ENDORSEMENT
“Liberal secularist ideology rests on a mistake, and Nancy
Pearcey, in her terrific new book, puts her finger right on it.”
—Robert P. George, Princeton University
In its thirty-year history, Barna Group has
conducted more than one million interviews
over the course of hundreds of studies. The firm
has become a go-to source for insights about
faith and culture, leadership and vocation, and
generations.

December 2017
224 pp. · paper · $29.99
978-0-8010-1864-0
Practical Theology/
Church Life, Christianity and Culture,
Evangelicalism

A

Barna Trends 2018
What’s New and What’s Next at the
Intersection of Faith and Culture
Barna Group
For thirty years, Barna Group has been a trusted guide to
sorting out the trends that shape us. Presenting a year’s
worth of their major research findings, Barna Trends 2018
consolidates and interprets the raw data behind cultural,
religious, and political shifts. Writers, speakers, pastors,
and leaders will find this collection of infographics, analysis, and expert commentary indispensable as they prepare
to engage audiences, whether on paper, in person, or
online.

For the most complete and updated information on these titles, visit www.bakeracademic.com | www.brazospress.com
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Marilyn Gordon
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Fax: (616) 676-2315
Email: mgordon@bakerpublishinggroup.com
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Paris, Ontario
South Africa.........Christian Art Distributors,
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New Zealand........Soul Distributors, Ltd.,
Auckland
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Baker Academic and Brazos Press partner with
Theological Book Network, Inc., to provide quality
academic books to seminary, college, and university
libraries around the world that offer theological
training for leaders, teachers, and clergy in the
Christian church. For more information, visit
www.theologicalbooknetwork.org.
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orders only
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orders only
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PO LICY
Examination Copy Policy
Professors in the United States are invited
to examine academic titles for possible classroom use. Exam copies may be requested
online (http://bakerpublishinggroup.com/
contact/request-exam), on institutional
letterhead, or via email. Exam copy requests
must include the professor’s name, the course
name, and the anticipated enrollment.
Exam copies will be mailed with a provisional
invoice billed at a 50% discount. Professors
may examine the book for ninety days before
taking one of the following actions: (1) adopt
the textbook; (2) pay the invoice; (3) return
the book. If the textbook is adopted and ten
or more students are required to purchase
it, the exam copy becomes a free desk copy
(please notify us of the adoption).
Exam copies are limited to one copy per
title, per professor. We reserve the right to
refuse exam copies to individuals who abuse
the policy.
Please direct mailed exam copy requests to:
Order Department, Baker Publishing Group,
P.O. Box 6287, Grand Rapids, MI 49516-6287.
Emailed requests may be sent to: orders@
bakerpublishinggroup.com.

Lecturers in the United Kingdom and
Ireland can obtain an examination copy
order form from:
SPCK
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examination copy order form from:
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Canada
Tel.: 1 800 263 2664
Fax: 1 800 461 8575

Faculty Discount Policy
Faculty at recognized institutions may
purchase one copy of any Baker Publishing
Group title for personal use at the faculty
discount of 25% (US customers only).
Please email, mail, or fax your request to our
customer service department on institutional
letterhead.

Bookstore Orders
Bookstores may order books from this catalog
through their normal suppliers or directly
from Baker Publishing Group. See your Baker
sales representative or contact our sales department for details. Please note: book prices
ending in $.00 have a maximum discount of
40% unless otherwise indicated.

Library Orders
Libraries may order books from this catalog
through their normal suppliers or directly
from Baker Publishing Group. Library orders
sent to Baker Publishing Group on library
purchase order forms will receive a 40%
discount. We offer the Library Approval Plan
for those libraries in the US that would prefer
automatic shipments of our academic titles with
the option of returning any titles not suitable for
their collections. Please address inquiries to
Steve Ayers, Academic Sales Manager,
Baker Publishing Group, P.O. Box 6287,
Grand Rapids, MI 49516-6287
(email: sayers@bakerpublishinggroup.com).

Remarkable Reading from Brazos Press
The Tradition Alive

978-1-58743-

380-1 • 224
pp. • $19.99
c

978-1-58743-

394-8 • 240 pp

. • $19.99p

978-1-58743-390-0 • 304 pp. • $21.99p
978-1-58743-395-5 • 176 pp. • $17.99p
978-1-58743-377-1 • 240 pp. • $21.99c

For the most complete and updated information on these titles, visit www.bakeracademic.com | www.brazospress.com

Coming March 2018

course help for professors and study aids for students

The new edition of this popular introduction is accompanied by extensive online material designed to
bring the New Testament to life in your classroom. Fully updated test banks, PowerPoint slides, and
flash cards are integrated with new videos, interactive visual aids, and engaging background readings.
TEACHING AIDS

STUDENT STUDY AIDS

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Test bank
Discussion questions
Pedagogical suggestions
PowerPoint outlines
Additional sidebars
Expanded bibliographies

Introductory videos
Interactive visual aids
Chapter objectives and summaries
Study questions
Flash cards
Self-quizzes
Additional sidebars
Expanded bibliographies
Image galleries

Request your exam copy at www.bakeracademic.com/powell-exam.

For the most complete and updated information on these titles, visit www.bakeracademic.com | www.brazospress.com

Access Free Online Course Aids
Textbook eSources
course help for professors
and study aids for students

Textbook eSources provides ancillary content for professors and students on select Baker Academic
textbooks. These resources may include test banks, flash cards, self quizzes, PowerPoint slides,
class activity ideas, and discussion prompts. Go to www.bakeracademic.com/professors to check
out Textbook eSources for these books and many others.

See page 23

See page 13

See page 41

See page 53

For a full listing, visit www.bakeracademic.com/professors.

For the most complete and updated information on these titles, visit www.bakeracademic.com | www.brazospress.com

Commemorating the 500th Anniversary
of the Reformation
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978-0-8010-4947-7 · 272 pp. · $26.99p
See page 11

978-0-8010-9893-2 · 448 pp. · $34.99p
See page 8

978-0-8010-9833-8 · 224 pp. · $27.99p
See page 6

978-0-8010-4981-1 · 272 pp. · $26.99p
See page 9

978-0-8010-4863-0 · 528 pp. · $49.99c

978-0-8010-9821-5 · 160 pp. · $22.99c
See page 7

978-0-8010-9837-6 · 240 pp. · $35.00c
See page 18

978-0-8010-9886-4 · 432 pp. · $37.00p
See page 10

978-0-8010-4969-9 · 880 pp. · $59.99c
See page 2
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