THEOLOGY, HISTORY, AND ETHICS
The Culture of Theology
John Webster; Ivor J. Davidson
and Alden C. McCray, editors
“This volume provides the reader with a wonderful and welcome
chance to reflect carefully with John Webster on the task of theology—
its methods, sources, contexts, purpose, and character. The lectures
presented here leave one inspired and encouraged, yet also gloriously
unsettled by the vocation of theology and its demands. Complete with
an illuminating introduction by Ivor Davidson, this work comes highly
recommended.”—Paul Nimmo, University of Aberdeen
“Why would a theologian as God-centered as John Webster be
constantly ruminating on theology’s culture, theology’s tasks, Christian
tradition, university faculties, and so forth? He does so in order to meet
his hearers in the midst of their (our) theologically scandalous loss of
interest in God and Christ and to call out: God is summoning you; the
eschaton (Christ himself) has broken in among you; Scripture is speaking Christ’s Word to you in the Spirit! When Christ is recognized for
who he is, theology can rediscover itself for what it is: a joyful response
to the risen Lord. Let theologians be Christians and thereby really have
something to say to one another, to the university, and to the wider
world.”—Matthew Levering, Mundelein Seminary
“How wonderful to have Webster’s Culture of Theology edited and
made available to a new generation of readers in this fine book. I count
myself fortunate to have had the challenge in these chapters—to strive
to think of theology, its methods, aims, and practices, theologically—
put to me during my student days and to have been compelled to
wrestle continuously with the possibilities and perils of doing theology
in the eschatological space created by the ‘staggering good news of Jesus
Christ.’ This book stands as a winsome invitation to others to do the
same.”—Philip G. Ziegler, University of Aberdeen
“This book is vintage John Webster—a stringent but also generous
summons to let theology be about nothing less than God. It is the best
account of what it means to be a theologian existentially since Karl
Barth’s Evangelical Theology.”—Joseph Mangina, Wycliffe College,
Toronto School of Theology
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John Webster (1955–2016; PhD, University of
Cambridge), one of the world’s most significant
systematic theologians, was latterly professor of
divinity at the University of St. Andrews. He was
elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh
in 2005. He published widely on the nature and
practice of Christian theology.
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patristic theology and history.
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Theology in the Democracy of the Dead
A Dialogue with the Living Tradition
Matt Jenson
“Theology in the Democracy of the Dead is a lively and accessible—
and yet also deeply considered—set of conversations with some of the
Christian tradition’s most vivid and powerful voices. Again and again
these voices from the past come to life in response to Jenson’s queries
and exclamations. A first-rate example of truly dialogical theology.”
—Alan Jacobs, Honors College, Baylor University
“Jenson deserves our deepest thanks for extending this superb
invitation to apprenticeship with some of the finest thinkers ever to
walk the face of the earth. I hope and pray that many readers will
respond with close attention, advancing in Christian discipleship in
communion with the saints.”—Douglas A. Sweeney, Beeson Divinity
School, Samford University
“Conversation lies at the heart of the theological enterprise, conversations with great minds of the past in particular. Dispelling damaging
caricatures with a largely sure touch, Jenson converses with eleven
diverse Christian theologians from across the centuries. By doing so, he
engages with many of the key issues of Christian theology. These essays
will surely generate further conversation.”—Frances Young, University
of Birmingham

Matt Jenson (PhD, University of St. Andrews)
is associate professor of theology in the Torrey
Honors Institute at Biola University. He has written
The Gravity of Sin: Augustine, Luther, and Barth on
‘homo incurvatus in se’ and (with David Wilhite)
The Church: A Guide for the Perplexed. Jenson is
ordained in the Evangelical Covenant Church.
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“This book has been years in the making. It is a serious engagement
with some of the most formative minds in the Christian tradition, written
by one of the most thoughtful and careful theologians working today.
Jenson has given us a rich and rewarding work full of conversations
with those who, though dead, yet speak.”—Oliver D. Crisp, University
of St. Andrews
“I wish everyone could be in the classroom with this master teacher;
now his classroom expands, and all of us can follow his guidance.”
—Michael Allen, Reformed Theological Seminary, Orlando

CONTENTS

Historical Theology

a ebook available

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

ALSO OF INTEREST
HOW TO READ
THEOLOGY
Engaging Doctrine
Critically and
Charitably
Uche Anizor

JESUS—THE
END AND THE
BEGINNING

200 pp. · paper · $21.99

Tracing the ChristShaped Nature of
Everything
Telford Work

978-0-8010-4975-0

240 pp. · paper · $24.99

ebook available

978-1-5409-6054-2

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

Introduction
A King or a Fox? Irenaeus of Lyons and the Theology of Scripture
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“That Most Biblical of Theologians”: Denys the Areopagite and the Brilliant
Darkness of God
Faith Seeking Understanding—or Understanding Seeking Faith? Anselm of
Canterbury and the Logic of God
“St. Thomas of the Creator”: Aquinas and the Beginning and End of All Things in God
“One Little Word Shall Fell Him”: The Word of God and the Faith of Martin Luther
“What Do You Have That You Did Not Receive?”: John Calvin on Having God as Father
The Beauty of Holiness: Jonathan Edwards’s Religion of the Heart
A Pietist of a Higher Order: Schleiermacher, Jesus, and the Heart of Religion
“The Happiest Theologian of Our Age”: Karl Barth on the One Word of God That We
Have to Hear
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Earthkeeping and Character
Exploring a Christian Ecological Virtue Ethic
Steven Bouma-Prediger
“‘What we do depends on who we are’ is the thoughtful theme of
this wonderfully refreshing book with an illuminating biblical focus
on earthkeeping. Inviting us to the pulsing heart of caring for, serving,
and keeping the entire biosphere, Bouma-Prediger helps us reframe our
ecological ethics by centering on the virtues of wonder and humility,
self-control and wisdom, justice and love, and courage and hope. He
thus invites us to develop and nurture personal character to make earthkeeping integral to Christian faith.”—Calvin B. DeWitt, University of
Wisconsin-Madison; author of Earthwise and “Earth Stewardship and
Laudato Si’”
“This new book cements Bouma-Prediger’s reputation as one of our
best thinkers and writers on the most important issue facing Christians
today—how we relate to God’s creation and care for it well in a time of
profound crisis. Bouma-Prediger provides a beautiful and compelling
vision of a Christian ecological virtue ethic that can inspire faithful
living and concerted action among all Christians. This important book
will now be required reading in my environmental ethics courses.”
—Jonathan A. Moo, Whitworth University
“I remember precisely where I was when I first read Bouma-Prediger’s
groundbreaking For the Beauty of the Earth. In the end, it woke me up to
Christ’s call to care for the earth. One might struggle to imagine how he
could top that prophetic book. He has done it. What Bouma-Prediger
has accomplished in this book for God’s people is breathtaking: a
startling call to become people of character and virtue through caring
for the planet God put us on. This book will change the way we think
about discipleship. And it will change the way we think about how a
discipled people can transform the world.”—A. J. Swoboda, author of
Subversive Sabbath
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Steven Bouma-Prediger (PhD, University of Chicago)
is Leonard and Marjorie Maas Professor of Reformed
Theology at Hope College. He also oversees the
Environmental Studies minor and chairs the Campus
Sustainability Advisory Committee. In addition,
Bouma-Prediger is adjunct professor of theology
and ethics at Western Theological Seminary. He is
the author or coauthor of numerous books, including
For the Beauty of the Earth, is a former board member of the Au Sable Institute, and regularly writes
and speaks on environmental issues.
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Theology as a Way of Life
On Teaching and Learning the Christian Faith
Adam Neder
What difference does Jesus Christ make for the way we teach the
Christian faith? If he is truly God and truly human, if he reveals God to
us and us to ourselves, how might that shape our approach to teaching
Christian theology? Without a compelling theological vision of theological instruction and without a clear awareness of its unique goals,
challenges, and temptations, our teaching will be out of joint with the
subject matter, and we will waste valuable opportunities.
Drawing on the work of Søren Kierkegaard, Karl Barth, and Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, Adam Neder offers a clear and creative theological and
spiritual reflection on the art of teaching the Christian faith. This
concise and engaging book offers a wealth of fresh insights and practical
suggestions. While addressed to teachers in academic contexts, the
approach is broad enough to include anyone involved in teaching and
learning Christianity.

ENDORSEMENTS

Adam Neder (PhD, Princeton Theological Seminary)
is Bruner-Welch Professor of Theology at Whitworth
University and is the author of Participation in Christ:
An Entry into Karl Barth’s Church Dogmatics. He
has been voted Most Influential Professor by four
Whitworth senior classes.
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Theology That Makes
a Difference
Miroslav Volf and
Matthew Croasmun

“Informed by careful engagement with an array of important voices
past and present, this honest, realistic, yet deeply encouraging handbook for Christian theological educators is brimming with wise practical
principles. But those who love to teach and learn about God—whether
in the academy, the church, or the home—will find in this book more
than a collection of clever pedagogical insights. They will themselves
be taught and inspired by a vision of the task of Christian theology and
the nature of the Christian life grounded in the glorious reality of God’s
work for us in Jesus Christ.”—Han-luen Kantzer Komline, Western
Theological Seminary
“Neder has written a beautiful, profound book, one which will
reward multiple readings. What comes to expression here is the ‘impossible possibility’ of teaching theology, and the kind of ‘theological
existence’ the teacher must herself reflect if she wants her students to
know that this human impossibility is nonetheless, by God’s grace,
possible. This is a book that stands in favorable comparison with Barth’s
Evangelical Theology. Surely, a book for our times—and for all times.”
—Bruce McCormack, Princeton Theological Seminary

ALSO OF INTEREST
FOR THE LIFE
OF THE WORLD

“This is the book I wish I could have read when I started teaching
over thirty years ago. Ironically, much literature on theological pedagogy
these days is woefully bereft of theology. Every page of this book takes
its ultimate cue, materially and formally, from the Christ-shaped gospel
itself—in all its disturbing and heart-wrenching glory. At the same time,
the text is jargon-free, utterly honest, and obviously born out of years
of classroom experience. It is simply superb.”—Jeremy Begbie, Duke
Divinity School
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“Neder’s book has as its central claim that you cannot know Jesus
from a safe distance. Yet as he makes clear, theologians are tempted
to make it safe to follow and think with Jesus. Neder does not make
that mistake, which is why this is such a challenging but constructive
book.”—Stanley Hauerwas, Duke Divinity School (emeritus)
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Dogmatic Ecclesiology, vol. 1
The Priestly Catholicity of the Church
Tom Greggs
Ecclesiology is a key issue for the present age of church history. This
groundbreaking work by one of today’s leading theologians offers a
major Protestant ecclesiology for the church catholic. This volume,
the first of three, considers the priesthood of the church in light of
the priesthood of Christ. Tom Greggs shows the connection between
Christ’s work as high priest and the universal church’s role in salvation.
All together, the three volumes of Dogmatic Ecclesiology will offer a major
statement on the doctrine of the church for Christians from a variety of
backgrounds. Volume 2 will explore the prophetic apostolicity of the
church, and volume 3 will cover the kingly holiness of the church.
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The Communion of Saints
Intercessory Prayer
Thanksgiving and Praise: Participating Graciously in Grace
Congregation: Priestly Polity
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Love
Priestly Catholicity
Coda: The Church as One
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Tom Greggs (PhD, Cambridge University) holds
the Marischal Chair of Divinity at the University of
Aberdeen and is a founding codirector of the Aberdeen
Centre for Protestant Theology. He previously taught
at the University of Chester and the University of
Cambridge. Greggs has written several books, including Theology against Religion: Constructive Dialogues
with Bonhoeffer and Barth and Barth, Origen, and
Universal Salvation: Restoring Particularity. He has
also served on the Faith and Order Commission of
the World Council of Churches.
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Baptists and the Catholic Tradition
Reimagining the Church’s Witness in the Modern
World, 2nd ed.
Barry Harvey
Barry Harvey provides a doctrine of the church that combines Baptist
distinctives and origins with an unbending commitment to the visible
church as the social body of Christ. Speaking to the broader Christian
community, Harvey updates, streamlines, and recontextualizes the arguments he made in an earlier edition of this book (Can These Bones Live?).
This new edition offers a contemporary revival of “Baptist Catholicity,”
a style of ecclesial witness that can help Christian churches engage culture. Harvey suggests new ways Baptists can engage ecumenically with
Catholics and other Protestants, offers insights for Christian worship
and practice, and shows how the fragmented body of Christ can be
re-membered after Christendom.

PRAISE FOR THE FIRST EDITION
“Harvey has written a small Summa for our time, a fine compendium
of ecclesial wisdom for making Christian witness to the principalities
and powers of our age. With massive learning, both theological and
biblical, he offers us a real masterwork, a splendid demonstration of
theological thinking at its best, fully mature and fully engaged with
church and world alike.”—Ralph C. Wood, Baylor University

Barry Harvey (PhD, Duke University) is professor of
theology in the Honors College at Baylor University
and has served as a theologian and teacher in the
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. He is the author
of Another City: An Ecclesiological Primer for a
Post-Christian World and Taking Hold of the Real:
Dietrich Bonhoeffer and the Profound Worldliness of
Christianity and coauthor of StormFront: The Good
News of God.
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“Harvey contends that free churches in North America, and
throughout the world, do not merely exist in a state of division. Like
the dry bones of Ezekiel’s vision, they lie scattered and lifeless. But
this book is not merely an exercise in social criticism. It constructively
shows how to understand what it might mean for Christ’s dismembered
body to be re-membered.”—Curtis W. Freeman, Duke Divinity School
“Harvey’s scholarship is profound, although he displays it gracefully,
and his insights penetrating. While accurately describing the political,
social, and economic forces that have severed the sinews of Christ’s
body, this marvelous work also represents a fresh breath of the Spirit,
offering a rich account of the ecclesial practices that may yet clothe us
with new life.”—Elizabeth Newman, Baptist Theological Seminary at
Richmond
“Harvey’s ecclesiology recovers earlier Baptist emphases (notably
that of the Church as the alternative polis) while being deeply shaped
by Catholic and Orthodox sacramentalism. . . . The greatest strength of
Harvey’s book is its overt sacramental ontology, along with its recovery
of mystery as central to the ecclesial discipline of theology.”—Hans
Boersma, Religious Studies Review
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THE PRIORITY
OF CHRIST
Toward a Postliberal
Catholicism
Robert Barron

“Harvey’s cultural critique is penetrating and his suggestions for
moving forward are insightful and practical. . . . I commend this book
to all thoughtful Christians that are interested in the intersection of
church and culture.”—Patrick S. Franklin, Perspectives on Science and
Christian Faith
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Providence
A Biblical, Historical, and Theological Account
Mark W. Elliott
This book by a leading scholar of Christian theology and exegesis is a
capstone of years of research on the history and theology of the doctrine
of providence. Addressing a topic of perennial interest in Christian
theology, Mark Elliott offers a constructive account of the doctrine of
providence and shows that, contrary to received opinion, the Bible has a
lot to say about providence as a distinct doctrine within the wider scope
of God’s acts of salvation.
Elliott explains that providence operates outside the range of knowledge
and full comprehensibility, eluding faith and transcending revelation.
Therefore, readers must look for traces of God’s action in the stories and
philosophies of the biblical authors, which appear in the biblical corpus
in such themes as the hand of God, the face of God, the kingdom, the
plan of God, blessing, life, breath, enduring order, judgment, protection,
and the hidden God. Elliott explores these themes in such a way that
the entirety of the Bible across both Testaments bears witness to the
theme of providence. He concludes by showing how the findings of his
analysis speak to the concerns of systematic and practical theologians.
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Is Providence Topical or Even Biblical?
Alternative Themes to Providence in the Bible
Providence and Divine Action, Viewed Biblically
Finding Providence across the Old Testament Genres
Providence as Set Forth in the New Testament
Systematic Considerations in the Light of Biblical Theology
Indexes

Mark W. Elliott (PhD, University of Cambridge) is
professor of divinity and biblical criticism at the
University of Glasgow. He previously taught at the
University of St. Andrews, where he directed the
Institute for Bible, Theology, and Hermeneutics.
Elliott is the author of numerous articles and
essays and has written several books, including
Providence Perceived. He is also the coeditor, with
Scott Hafemann, N. T. Wright, and John Frederick,
of Galatians and Christian Theology.
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Resilient Faith
How the Early Christian “Third Way”
Changed the World
Gerald L. Sittser
“Resilient Faith is an exciting, beautifully written, and much-needed
book. In a time in which our social fabric seems to be tearing, Jerry
Sittser draws on the early centuries of the church to offer a powerful
vision of Christian witness. Sittser’s ‘Third Way’ offers significant promise
for a robust renewal of Christian life and thought.”—L. Gregory Jones,
Duke Divinity School
“It’s hard to find a book that is both scholarly and accessible to a
general reading audience. Sittser believes his vocation is to write this
kind of book, and he’s done so in Resilient Faith. If you’re interested in
a knowledgeable, insightful, and thorough introduction to the life and
thought of the ancient church—and the ancient church leaders known
as the church fathers (and church mothers)—this is just the book for
you.”—Chris Hall, president of Renovaré
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Gerald L. Sittser (PhD, University of Chicago) is
the bestselling author of Water from a Deep Well,
A Grace Disguised, and The Will of God as a Way
of Life. He is professor of theology at Whitworth
University, where he also serves as senior fellow
and researcher in the Office of Church Engagement.
He specializes in the history of Christianity, Christian
spirituality, and religion in American public life. Sittser
has written for numerous publications, including
Christianity Today, and has spoken at numerous
churches, conferences, retreats, and colleges.
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“In this stimulating book Sittser powerfully argues that the gospel
message can reverse the continued decline and superficiality of Western
Christianity. Sittser recovers the ancient practice of the catechumenate
to transform stagnant believers into dynamic disciples. Anyone concerned
about the contemporary health of the Western church will profit from
this insightful study. I highly recommend it!”—Tom Schwanda, Wheaton
College (emeritus)

EXCERPT
We are not alone. The story of early Christianity reminds us of this fact.
Faithful Christians—“real disciples,” as Ignatius aspired to be—have
gone before us, bearing witness to the truth of Christianity, the power
of the gospel, and the high calling of discipleship. Calling out across
the centuries, they tell us that it is possible now, as it was then, to live
as faithful followers of Jesus the Lord in a culture that does not approve
of it or reward it. Two millennia ago Jesus Christ—his incarnation,
life, death, resurrection, and ascension—set in motion a movement
that turned the world upside down. He is the same Lord today. It can
happen again.

Spiritual Formation

THE PATIENT
FERMENT OF
THE EARLY
CHURCH

“I wish I could make this exceptional new book required reading
for all contemporary Christians. Exploring the formative role of worship
and the intentional process of formation that developed in the early
church, Sittser helps us look back so that we can more faithfully move
forward in our complex cultural moment, embodying our faith in ways
that eschew both accommodation and separation. If you have appreciated
the works of Alexander Schmemann, Jamie Smith, Kevin Vanhoozer, or
Sam Wells, you will love this book.”—Kristen Deede Johnson, Western
Theological Seminary
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Introducing Evangelical Theology
Daniel J. Treier
“In making introductions, first impressions count: according to
a Harvard study it takes only seven seconds to size up a new acquaintance. Introducing Evangelical Theology makes a good impression in the
first seven pages, where we meet a movement that is equally concerned
with intellectual, moral, and spiritual formation; ecumenically orthodox
and rooted in the great creeds; yet distinctly Protestant in its insistence
that the gospel retain its glorious freedom to renew and reform. This is
not simply an introduction to but an education in evangelical theology,
and one to which I will be enthusiastically introducing students for years
to come.”—Kevin J. Vanhoozer, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School
“Real faith seeks deeper understanding, and when it does, it inevitably reaches out for help. This book is that help. Treier has produced
a tool for training the evangelical mind and for training the mind evangelically. Introducing Evangelical Theology is an instrument of catechesis
designed for our times.”—Fred Sanders, Torrey Honors Institute, Biola
University
“Treier offers a truly remarkable combination of Scripture, tradition,
ethics, doctrine, historic debates, and contemporary challenges as he
explores one essential topic after another. Trinitarian in both content
and structure, the book could not be more thoughtfully ordered and
presented. I know this book’s pages will be dog-eared and its binding
worn by many a college student, pastor, graduate student, and academic,
for whom it will quickly become an invaluable and treasured resource.”
—Kristen Deede Johnson, Western Theological Seminary
“Treier has produced a richly textured work that is at once ecumenical, Protestant, and evangelical in the best sense of the words. Further,
by framing it within the three components of the traditional catechism,
Treier connects modern evangelicals to their ancient heritage. Here is a
book that I will readily recommend for introductory courses in systematic
theology.”—Simon Chan, editor of Asia Journal of Theology
“What a great teacher! Treier is a master of summarizing the expansive, explaining the complicated, and highlighting the central. Here we
encounter an invitation to experience the breadth of the Christian tradition while standing within the best of the spirit of evangelical theology.
This volume will surely be a great gift to a generation of readers.”
—Kelly M. Kapic, Covenant College
“Alert to theology’s doctrinal, moral, and spiritual dimensions;
deeply informed by classical and contemporary approaches to the matters at hand; and irenic in its survey of a broad theological landscape,
Treier’s Introducing Evangelical Theology offers a faithful and creative
account of Christian teaching that both students and teachers will
appreciate and that further distinguishes the author as one of our most
gifted theologians.”—Scott R. Swain, Reformed Theological Seminary,
Orlando

course help for professors and study aids for students

Daniel J. Treier (PhD, Trinity Evangelical Divinity
School) is Knoedler Professor of Theology at
Wheaton College Graduate School. He is the
author of Introducing Theological Interpretation
of Scripture and the coeditor of several books,
including the Evangelical Dictionary of Theology,
The Cambridge Companion to Evangelical Theology,
and the award-winning Dictionary for Theological
Interpretation of the Bible.
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Now Available
464 pp. · paper · $29.99
978-0-8010-9769-0
Evangelicalism,
Theology,
Systematic Theology

a ebook available

ALSO BY THE AUTHOR
EVANGELICAL
DICTIONARY
OF THEOLOGY,
3RD ED.
Daniel J. Treier
and Walter A.
Elwell, eds.

PROVERBS &
ECCLESIASTES
Daniel J. Treier
282 pp. · paper · $28.00
978-1-58743-388-7
ebook available

976 pp. · cloth · $59.99
978-0-8010-3946-1
ebook available
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THEOLOGY, HISTORY, AND ETHICS
Reforming Apologetics
Retrieving the Classic Reformed Approach
to Defending the Faith
J. V. Fesko
“Reforming Apologetics presents a compelling case for the shape and
content of Reformed apologetics by reconnecting it with the roots of the
Reformed faith. Fesko carefully examines the nineteenth-century idealist backgrounds of the Van Tilian and Dooyeweerdian approaches and demonstrates
their flawed epistemology. He outlines the enduring strength of the genuine
tradition of the Reformation, which begins with the authority of Scripture but
also recognizes the presence of intuitions and concepts common to believer
and unbeliever and of the natural law written on the heart—common grounds
of discourse necessary to the apologetic task.”—Richard A. Muller, Calvin
Theological Seminary (emeritus)

I

Now Available
272 pp. · paper · $24.99
978-0-8010-9890-1
Apologetics, Philosophy,
Theology, Worldview

a ebook available

“Fesko writes with learning and verve as he ploughs up the baked ground
of much current Reformed apologetics, letting in light and fresh air. If you are
skeptical about whether a book on apologetics can be good reading, then this
incisive treatment will convince you.”—Paul Helm, author of Human Nature
from Calvin to Edwards
J. V. Fesko (PhD, University of Aberdeen) is professor of systematic and historical theology
at Reformed Theological Seminary in Jackson, Mississippi. A minister in the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church, he served in church planting and pastoral ministry for more than ten
years and is the author of numerous books.

Reformed Ethics, vol. 1
Created, Fallen, and Converted Humanity
Herman Bavinck; John Bolt, editor
“For the last decade, a global readership has enjoyed the theological and
historical richness of Bavinck’s Reformed Dogmatics. At the outset of that work,
Bavinck set out that dogmatics is happiest in the company of its twin discipline,
theological ethics. Dogmatics and ethics, respectively, show us why and how we
should love God. For that reason, they belong together as ‘related members of
a single organism.’ Since its release, Reformed Dogmatics has given a wide audience the chance to engage with a great Christian theologian on God and God’s
works of creation, salvation, and consummation. In Reformed Ethics, we are
invited to think with Bavinck about the concreteness of human life in the light
and strength of God’s deeds for us. For that, we owe the editor and translators a
great deal.”—James Eglinton, New College, University of Edinburgh
“John Bolt and his accomplished team of translators and editors have
added amazing value to Bavinck’s recently rediscovered manuscripts in the field
of moral theology. An invaluable background study on the history of theological
ethics.”—James A. De Jong, Calvin Theological Seminary (emeritus)
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Now Available
608 pp. · cloth · $59.99
978-0-8010-9802-4
Ethics, Philosophy

a ebook available
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Herman Bavinck (1854–1921) succeeded Abraham Kuyper as professor of systematic
theology at the Free University of Amsterdam in 1902.
John Bolt (PhD, University of St. Michael’s College) is professor of systematic theology at
Calvin Theological Seminary and the editor of Bavinck’s four-volume Reformed Dogmatics.
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THEOLOGY, HISTORY, AND ETHICS
The Gospel of Our King
Bible, Worldview, and the Mission of Every Christian
Bruce Riley Ashford and Heath A. Thomas
“Ashford and Thomas have combined their respective areas of expertise
most effectively, giving us a book that is biblically rich, theologically thorough,
spiritually insightful, holistically missional, and practically relevant.”
—Christopher J. H. Wright, Langham Partnership
“This book is a glorious reminder of the fact that, as believers, we serve
the King of all. Ashford and Thomas remind us that God is King over creation,
culture, politics, education, and our individual lives. Their robust theology
seasoned with wise understanding makes me want to bow down before this
King again and again.”—Karen Swallow Prior, author of On Reading Well
“If you are looking for an effective survey of the whole biblical narrative
that connects directly to the gospel message and spills forth naturally into
Christian living in the twenty-first century, this book is for you.”—Douglas S.
Huffman, Talbot School of Theology, Biola University
Bruce Riley Ashford (PhD, Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary) is provost, dean
of the faculty, and professor of theology and culture at Southeastern Baptist Theological
Seminary.
Heath A. Thomas (PhD, University of Gloucestershire) is dean of the Herschel H. Hobbs
College of Theology and Ministry, associate vice president for church relations, and
professor of Old Testament at Oklahoma Baptist University.

Now Available
224 pp. · paper · $22.99
978-0-8010-4903-3

I

Biblical Studies, Evangelicalism,
Mission, Worldview

a ebook available

Philosophy
A Christian Introduction
James K. Dew Jr. and Paul M. Gould
“A stunning success. Thoroughly researched and interacting with the best
thinkers on the topics within the book’s purview, Dew and Gould have given
us a work that can be trusted in its treatment of these topics. Moreover, the
selection of subject matter is excellent for an introductory text. But the real contribution of this book is the clarity and accessibility of its content. This is my
first choice for anyone who wants a readable, solid introduction to Christian
philosophy.”—J. P. Moreland, Talbot School of Theology, Biola University
“If you’re a Christian student studying philosophy, this is the book you’ve
been waiting for. If you’re a professor teaching philosophy in a Christian university,
college, or seminary, this is the book you’ll want to assign. Beautifully organized
and clearly written, Dew and Gould have produced an informative, inspiring
introduction to philosophy that is at once uncompromisingly philosophical and
unapologetically Christian.”—Richard Brian Davis, Tyndale University
James K. Dew Jr. (PhD, Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary; PhD, University of
Birmingham) is president and professor of philosophy at New Orleans Baptist Theological
Seminary. He previously taught at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary.
Paul M. Gould (PhD, Purdue University) is the author of Cultural Apologetics, the coauthor
of Stand Firm: Apologetics and the Brilliance of the Gospel, and the coeditor of Four Views
on Christianity and Philosophy and Is Faith in God Reasonable?

Now Available
304 pp. · paper · $26.99
978-0-8010-9799-7
Philosophy
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a ebook available
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THEOLOGY, HISTORY, AND ETHICS
The Story of Creeds and Confessions
Tracing the Development of the Christian Faith
Donald Fairbairn and Ryan M. Reeves
“This welcome study combines detailed attention to the foundation
of creedal Christianity (especially Nicaea and Chalcedon) with authoritative
accounts of later confessional traditions. It is a good book for beginning
theologians and an excellent review for those who have traversed this
ground before.”—Mark A. Noll, editor of Confessions and Catechisms of
the Reformation
“This volume provides a wonderful introduction to the creeds and
confessions of the Christian church. It attends carefully to the various
historical contexts within which these diverse texts were written and
deployed and offers insightful comment on the theological claims that
they advance. The result is a work that spurs the reader to greater
appreciation and deeper understanding of the tradition of the church
and the way in which its official texts have served at different points
to express unity, continuity, and disruption. Above all, Fairbairn and
Reeves witness to the desirability of taking these documents seriously
not only as historical artifacts but also as ongoing witnesses, insisting
that what binds Christians together is of much greater significance than
what separates them.”—Paul T. Nimmo, University of Aberdeen

Donald Fairbairn (PhD, University of Cambridge) is
the Robert E. Cooley Professor of Early Christianity
at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary. He has
also taught at Denver Seminary, Evangelische
Theologische Faculteit in Leuven, Belgium, and
numerous other institutions. His books include Life in
the Trinity, Grace and Christology in the Early Church,
and Eastern Orthodoxy through Western Eyes.

I
October 2019
416 pp. · paper · $34.99
978-0-8010-9816-1
Church History,

Ryan M. Reeves (PhD, University of Cambridge) has
taught at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary,
Reformed Theological Seminary, Orlando, and the
University of Cambridge. He is the author of several
books, including Know How We Got Our Bible.

Historical Theology

a ebook available

“In a remarkable accomplishment, not witnessed since Jaroslav
Pelikan’s Credo more than fifteen years ago, Fairbairn and Reeves trace
in readable fashion the entire history of the church’s creeds and confessions. Uniting Protestant convictions, ecumenical sensitivity, and scholarly acumen, this book is a solid introduction to the common heritage
of the church.”—Hans Boersma, Nashotah House, Wisconsin

CONTENTS
1.

Beginning the Story

PART 1: THE ERA OF THE CREEDS (100–500)
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

The Creedal Impulse in Scripture and the Early Church
A Christian Empire and Creedal Standardization
The Nicene Creed: A Creed for the Entire Church
The Chalcedonian Definition: Explaining the Nicene Creed
The Apostles’ Creed: A Regional Creed with Traditional Authority
The Athanasian Creed: A Creedal Anomaly with Staying Power

PART 2: EXPLORING CREEDAL THEOLOGY (500–900)
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PART 3: FROM CREEDS TO CONFESSIONS IN THE WEST (900–1500)
11.
12.

ALSO OF INTEREST
QUEST FOR
THE HISTORICAL APOSTLES
Tracing Their Lives
and Legacies
W. Brian Shelton
328 pp. · paper · $32.00
978-0-8010-9855-0
ebook available

CHRISTIAN
WOMEN IN
THE PATRISTIC
WORLD
Their Influence,
Authority, and Legacy
in the Second through
Fifth Centuries
Lynn H. Cohick and
Amy Brown Hughes
336 pp. · paper · $35.00
978-0-8010-3955-3
ebook available

12

Setting the Stage for Medieval Developments
Catholic Confessions in the High Middle Ages
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Early Protestant Confessions
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18.

The New Grammar of Modern Confessions
Conclusion
Index

For the most complete and updated information on these titles, visit www.bakeracademic.com or www.brazospress.com.

THEOLOGY, HISTORY, AND ETHICS
The Meaning of Protestant Theology
Luther, Augustine, and the Gospel That Gives Us Christ
Phillip Cary
“Cary gives a clear and concise definition of the meaning of Protestant
theology. Luther’s sacramental conception of the gospel is the meaning of Protestant theology; even more, it is the essence of Christianity, the key to the right
interpretation of the Bible, and the root of the orthodox doctrine of the Trinity.
Cary has prepared a rich theological feast of many courses, serving consumers
of various tastes with plenty to take away and digest.”—Carl E. Braaten,
Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago (emeritus); founding director, Center
for Catholic and Evangelical Theology
“Years ago, Cary began to suspect that Augustine’s inward turn was a
false step, that what we sinners need is what Luther said we need—a grace
that comes to us from outside of us. Here is the fruit of that suspicion, a fully
realized account of the meaning of Protestant theology (and spirituality) centered on the gospel as a sacramental word that gives us Christ.”—Matt Jenson,
Torrey Honors Institute, Biola University
Phillip Cary (PhD, Yale University) is scholar-in-residence at the Templeton Honors College
and professor of philosophy at Eastern University. He serves as editor-in-chief of Pro
Ecclesia and has written Good News for Anxious Christians and three critically acclaimed
books on the life and thought of Augustine.

Now Available
384 pp. · paper · $32.99
978-0-8010-3945-4

I

Church History, Theology,
Historical Theology

a ebook available

Transubstantiation
Theology, History, and Christian Unity
Brett Salkeld
Foreword by Michael Root
This thoroughgoing study examines the doctrine of transubstantiation from
historical, theological, and ecumenical vantage points. Brett Salkeld explores
eucharistic presence in the theologies of Aquinas, Luther, and Calvin, showing
that Christians might have more in common on this topic than they have typically been led to believe.

FROM THE FOREWORD
“An exemplary contribution. . . . Churches need to be open to new ways
of thinking, but they cannot simply abandon doctrinal commitments of the past
with a ‘that was then, this is now’ wave of the hand. Just here is where Salkeld’s
work is so valuable. Ecumenical discussions with Catholics on the Eucharist
cannot evade the term ‘transubstantiation’ and all that the term brings with
it. Salkeld faces the issues head-on, bringing to the discussion both historical
learning and ecumenical creativity and sensitivity.”—Michael Root
November 2019
Brett Salkeld (PhD, Regis College, University of Toronto) is archdiocesan theologian for
the Archdiocese of Regina, Saskatchewan, and has served for many years on the national
Canadian Roman Catholic–Evangelical Dialogue. He is the book review editor for the
journal Pro Ecclesia and has written or edited several books.

288 pp. · paper · $29.99
978-1-5409-6055-9
Church History, Theology
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a ebook available
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THEOLOGY, HISTORY, AND ETHICS
Reading Karl Barth for the Church
A Guide and Companion
Kimlyn J. Bender
“For those of us who want Karl Barth to be a valued partner in our
preaching and ministry, this is the book we’ve been awaiting. Bender hereby
establishes himself as a great interpreter of Barth’s theology for the church
today.”—Will Willimon, Duke Divinity School; author of Conversations with
Barth on Preaching
“In his close reading of and illuminating commentary on Barth’s Church
Dogmatics I/1 and I/2, Bender provides masterful exposition of the distinctive
themes and patterns of Barth’s theology evident in the first volume of his magnum
opus and persisting in all later volumes. In addition to skillfully unpacking
Barth’s understanding of the purpose, method, and content of dogmatics, Bender
also underscores the indispensability of sustained theological inquiry in the life
and ministry of the church. Reading Karl Barth for the Church will be a valuable
resource, not only for serious students of Barth’s thought but also for many
pastors and church teachers who may wonder whether and why theology really
matters.”—Daniel L. Migliore, Princeton Theological Seminary (emeritus)
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Now Available
336 pp. · paper · $26.99
978-0-8010-9758-4
Theology, Historical Theology

a ebook available

Kimlyn J. Bender (PhD, Princeton Theological Seminary), an ordained Baptist minister,
is professor of Christian theology at Truett Theological Seminary, Baylor University. He
is the author of Confessing Christ for Church and World and Karl Barth’s Christological
Ecclesiology and coeditor of Theology as Conversation.

Karl Barth and Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Theologians for a Post-Christian World
Wolf Krötke; John P. Burgess, translator
Foreword by George Hunsinger
“Krötke, one of the foremost German scholars of Bonhoeffer and Barth,
presents a collection of his most important essays on these theologians. Krötke
is not only quite capable in his interpretation of their work. With a biographical
background in the former East Germany and now speaking regularly about the
flourishing of atheism there, he also translates their ideas into a time in which
being a Christian is no longer self-evident.”—Christiane Tietz, University of
Zurich; former president of the German Language Section of the International
Bonhoeffer Society

I

October 2019
272 pp. · cloth · $48.00
(maximum discount 40%)
978-0-8010-9817-8
Theology, Historical Theology

a ebook available
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“Wolf Krötke, one of Germany’s leading ‘post-Barthian’ theologians,
began his career during the Cold War as a citizen of East Germany who found
resources for his theological existence (and resistance) in the writings of Karl
Barth and Dietrich Bonhoeffer. These essays sparkle with insight. They also
remind us of what Christian dogmatics once was—and what it can be again—
when done at a high level. John Burgess is to be thanked for his fine translation.”
—Bruce L. McCormack, Princeton Theological Seminary
Wolf Krötke (PhD, University of Tübingen) is professor emeritus of systematic theology
at Humboldt University in Berlin. He studied under Eberhard Jüngel and has written more
than a dozen books.
John P. Burgess (PhD, University of Chicago) is the James Henry Snowden Professor of
Systematic Theology at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.

For the most complete and updated information on these titles, visit www.bakeracademic.com or www.brazospress.com.

THEOLOGY, HISTORY, AND ETHICS
The Essential Karl Barth
A Reader and Commentary
Keith L. Johnson
“This is the best one-volume anthology of Barth’s theology available in
English. Johnson’s critical commentary is superb. This book will be of great
service not only in the classroom but also in the pastor’s study and in the hands
of any interested reader.”—George Hunsinger, Princeton Theological Seminary
“This volume offers a delightful and illuminating approach to the theology
of Karl Barth. Johnson serves as a well-equipped and sure-footed guide as he
draws the reader gently into key excerpts from Barth’s rather daunting and
multifaceted corpus of work. The result is a highly impressive achievement.”
—Paul T. Nimmo, King’s College, University of Aberdeen
“Johnson has curated and introduced a rich assortment of Barth’s writings
spanning his career, and Johnson’s wise and learned commentary keeps ever in
view the contexts in which Barth did his work. An invaluable resource for exploring Barth’s theology and his world.”—Angela Dienhart Hancock, Pittsburgh
Theological Seminary
Keith L. Johnson (PhD, Princeton Theological Seminary) is associate professor of
theology at Wheaton College. He is the author or coeditor of several books, including
Theology as Discipleship, T&T Clark Companion to the Doctrine of Sin, and
Bonhoeffer, Christ and Culture.

Now Available
384 pp. · cloth · $40.00
(maximum discount 40%)
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978-1-5409-6073-3
Theology, Historical Theology

a ebook available

Freedom under the Word
Karl Barth’s Theological Exegesis
Ben Rhodes and Martin Westerholm, editors
In this volume, top-tier scholars offer critical engagements with Karl Barth’s
exegesis of Christian Scripture and explore its implications for contemporary
hermeneutics and biblical interpretation. Contributors include Carsten
Card-Hyatt, Stephen Fowl, Mark Gignilliat, Christopher Green, Wesley Hill,
Christina N. Larsen, Grant Macaskill, R. David Nelson, Paul T. Nimmo, Ben
Rhodes, Susannah Ticciati, Andrew B. Torrance, Francis Watson, John Webster,
and Martin Westerholm.

ENDORSEMENT
“The breadth and intensity of Barth’s commitment to the exegetical mainsprings of Christian faith and thought generally, and of doctrine in particular,
are well honored and well served by this fine volume. As these essays make
clear in all their incisiveness and insight, read well, Barth’s theology continues
to invite us to return again and again to dwell in the ‘strange new world of the
Bible.’”—Philip G. Ziegler, University of Aberdeen
Ben Rhodes (PhD, University of Aberdeen) is manager of academic studies at the Christian
Institute on Disability at the Joni and Friends International Disability Center. He also
teaches at Talbot School of Theology, Biola University.
Martin Westerholm (PhD, University of Aberdeen) is senior lecturer in systematic theology
at the University of Gothenburg in Sweden and is the author of several books.

Now Available
320 pp. · paper · $45.00
(maximum discount 40%)
978-0-8010-9881-9
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THEOLOGY, HISTORY, AND ETHICS
The People of God’s Presence
An Introduction to Ecclesiology
Terry L. Cross
“Cross proposes a theology of the church as the Spirit-empowered
community of people formed in the image of Christ and called to fulfill God’s
mission in and for the world. Rather than offering a new method for church
outreach, Cross insists on renewing the church’s theology. Only a theological
re-formation of the church can cultivate authentic practices of worship, discipleship, and ministry required for fulfilling the church’s God-given mission in
its dynamic twenty-first-century cultural context.”—Steven M. Studebaker,
McMaster Divinity College
“Cross wants to reinfuse into Christian churches the reality of God’s
presence, especially in the person and work of the Holy Spirit. He offers some
radical suggestions for restoring God’s presence both in public worship and
in the proclamation of Scripture. Drawing upon his Pentecostal background,
Cross advocates for a ‘re-formation’ of churches, emphasizing the empowerment of God’s Spirit collectively in how churches worship and proclaim the
Word of God.”—Don Thorsen, Azusa Pacific University
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October 2019
320 pp. · paper · $27.99
978-1-5409-6057-3
Ecclesiology, Pneumatology

Terry L. Cross (PhD, Princeton Theological Seminary) is dean of the School of Religion
and distinguished professor of theology at Lee University. He is the author of Dialectic in
Karl Barth’s Doctrine of God and Answering the Call in the Spirit: Pentecostal Reflections
on a Theology of Vocation, Work, and Life.

a ebook available

If Jesus Is Lord
Loving Our Enemies in an Age of Violence
Ronald J. Sider
Foreword by Stanley Hauerwas
“‘Jesus intended that his followers should never kill anyone!’ After you
read If Jesus Is Lord, you will be able to reject this claim as unworkable in the
real world, but you will not be able to dispute it. A compelling and challenging
volume.”—Miroslav Volf, Yale Divinity School
“Sider is a rare bird among biblical interpreters: he combines well-grounded
scholarly attentiveness with a lively, practical passion for a world of just peace.
This book comes at just the right time.”—Walter Brueggemann, Columbia
Theological Seminary
“If Jesus Is Lord is excellent and extremely helpful thinking for our Catholic
Nonviolence Initiative.”—Marie Dennis, Pax Christi International
“Important reading for all Christians committed to peacemaking.”
—Mayra G. Picos Lee, Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America
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Now Available
256 pp. · paper · $24.99
978-0-8010-3628-6
Christianity and Culture,
Ethics, Theology

“I have been reading Sider for forty years, and this is his best case yet.”
—Scot McKnight, Northern Seminary
Ronald J. Sider (PhD, Yale University) is the founder and president emeritus of Evangelicals
for Social Action and distinguished professor of theology, holistic ministry, and public
policy at Palmer Theological Seminary, Eastern University. He is the author of more than
thirty books.

a ebook available
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Cinematic Faith
A Christian Perspective on Movies and Meaning
William D. Romanowski
“Romanowski has written another accessible, probing, and stimulating
book which engages one of the fastest-growing fields of theological reflection
today. Throwing into relief the ways in which movies convey meaning and
articulate ‘life perspectives,’ the book will make an ideal ‘way in’ to thinking
about film for virtually any Christian reader.”—Jeremy Begbie, Duke University
“This rich and lucid book sheds fresh light on a wide range of American
films. Full of thoughtful and nuanced interpretations, Cinematic Faith provides
a catalyst for empowering engagement, robust reflection, and dynamic discussion about film.”—Jolyon Mitchell, Centre for Theology and Public Issues,
University of Edinburgh
“Cinematic Faith is the book I didn’t know my college-level film students
needed. Romanowski effectively blends cultural insight, critical evaluation,
and honest analysis to make this book a fantastic, faith-based follow-up to Eyes
Wide Open.”—Kimberly M. Miller, Grove City College
William D. Romanowski (PhD, Bowling Green State University) is Arthur H. DeKruyter
Chair in Communication at Calvin University. He speaks frequently on American culture
and the entertainment industry and has written a number of books, including the
award-winning Reforming Hollywood and Eyes Wide Open.
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Deep Focus
Film and Theology in Dialogue
Robert K. Johnston, Craig Detweiler,
and Kutter Callaway
ENGAGING CULTURE
William A. Dyrness and Robert K. Johnston, series editors

“This stellar work invites readers to join an ongoing conversation among
some of the most cinematically literate companions one can find.”—Terry
Lindvall, Virginia Wesleyan University
“A brilliant contribution to the growing canon of books on the intersection
of theology and film. The authors know and love their territory and plumb the
depths of cinema’s historical and cultural landscape to break open films to find
what is divine and authentically human.”—Rose Pacatte, FSP, Pauline Center
for Media Studies; film critic, National Catholic Reporter
“Great movie choices, insightful analysis, wonderful prose, rich knowledge
about film and theology—this book has it all. It’s a great read for all who are
interested in the field of film and theology. Highly recommended!”—Stefanie
Knauss, Villanova University
Now Available
Robert K. Johnston (PhD, Duke University) is professor of theology and culture at Fuller
Theological Seminary, and codirector of Fuller’s Reel Spirituality Institute.
Craig Detweiler (PhD, Fuller Theological Seminary) is president of The Seattle School of
Theology & Psychology.
Kutter Callaway (PhD, Fuller Theological Seminary) is assistant professor of theology and
culture at Fuller Theological Seminary.
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