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CULTURAL INSIGHTS 
FOR CHRISTIAN 
LEADERS
New Directions for Organiza-
tions Serving God’s Mission

Douglas McConnell

224 pp. · paper · $22.99

978-0-8010-9965-6

ebook available

Christianity Today 2019 Book 
Award Winner

ENGAGING  
GLOBALIZATION
The Poor, Christian  
Mission, and Our  
Hyperconnected World

Bryant L. Myers

304 pp. · paper · $28.00

978-0-8010-9798-0

ebook available

Christianity Today 2018 Book 
Award Winner

Outreach 2018 Resource of the 
Year (Multicultural)

ASM (American Society of 
Missiology) Book of the Year 
Award, 2017

JOYFUL WITNESS IN 
THE MUSLIM WORLD
Sharing the Gospel  
in Everyday Encounters

†Evelyne A. Reisacher

208 pp. · paper · $25.00

978-0-8010-3084-0

ebook available

Christianity Today 2017 Book 
Award Winner

ASM (American Society of 
Missiology) Book of the Year 
Award, 2016

Named one of Ten Outstanding 
Books of 2016 for Mission 
Studies, International Bulletin of 
Mission Research

Mission after Pentecost
The Witness of the Spirit from Genesis to Revelation
Amos Yong
MISSION IN GLOBAL COMMUNITY
Scott W. Sunquist and Amos Yong, series editors

Leading scholar Amos Yong articulates a biblical understanding of mission 
that is informed by three current streams of academic conversation: theo- 
logical interpretation of Scripture, pentecostal theology, and missiology. 
By bringing Pentecostal theology into the Bible and mission conversation,  
Yong identifies the role of the divine spirit in God’s mission to redeem 
the world. The author works through the entire Bible from Genesis to 
Revelation, emphasizing the global missiological imperative: “People  
of all nations reaching out to people of all nations.” The result is a pneu-
matological theology of the missio Dei—the mission of the triune God—
that is thoroughly scriptural and surprisingly relevant for enabling appro-
priate Christian witness today. Sidebars include voices from around the 
globe who help the author put the biblical text into conversation with 
twenty-first-century questions, offering the church a fresh understanding 
of its mission and how to pursue it in the decades to come.

CONTENTS
Introduction: On the Pneumatological and Missiological Interpretation of Scripture

PART 1: DIVINE WIND AND THE OLD TESTAMENT: RUAHIC WITNESS 
ACROSS ANCIENT ISRAEL

1. Torah and the Missio Spiritus: The Winds of Creational Mission
2. The Spirits of Ancient Israel: Ambiguity in Mission
3. The Postexilic Ruah: Rewriting and Renewing Mission
4. The Breath of the (Writing) Prophets: Centripetal and Centrifugal Witness

PART 2: DIVINE BREATH AND THE CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURES:  
PNEUMATIC WITNESS AFTER PENTECOST

5. The Witness of the Evangelistic Spirit: Gospel Mission
6. Pauline Testimony in the Spirit: Apostolic Mission
7. The Witness of the Eternal Spirit: Catholic Mission
8. Johannine Paraclete and Eschatological Spirit: Mission for and against the World

Concluding Late Modern “Prescript”: Missio Spiritus—Triune Witness in a Post-
Mission World
Indexes

Amos Yong (PhD, Boston University) is dean of the 
School of Theology and the School of Intercultural 
Studies at Fuller Theological Seminary. He previously 
taught in the School of Divinity at Regent University 
and at Bethel University. Yong is the author or co- 
author of numerous books, including The Spirit 
Poured Out on All Flesh, Renewing Christian Theol-
ogy, Learning Theology, The Hermeneutical Spirit, 
The Missiological Spirit, and The Bible, Disability, 
and the Church.

October 2019

320 pp. · paper · $29.99

978-1-5409-6115-0
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a ebook available
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THE CHURCH 
AND ITS  
VOCATION
Lesslie Newbigin’s  
Missionary Ecclesiology

Michael W. Goheen

240 pp. · paper · $22.99

978-1-5409-6047-4

ebook available

A LIGHT TO 
THE NATIONS
The Missional Church 
and the Biblical Story

Michael W. Goheen

256 pp. · paper · $24.00

978-0-8010-3141-0

ebook available

The Symphony of Mission
Playing Your Part in God’s Work in the World
Michael W. Goheen and Jim Mullins

“This is one of the best books on mission that I’ve encountered 
in recent years. I resonate with the authors’ picture of mission as a 
glorious symphony, which harmonizes various missional activities and 
callings within the divine composer’s purpose for all of creation. What 
makes Goheen and Mullins’s approach distinctive is their attention to 
how God’s mission plays out in everyday practice. The book teems with 
engaging examples, gripping stories, and useful tools. Readers, prepare 
to be deeply moved and personally challenged to more faithfully 
participate in God’s symphony. I can’t wait to share this book with my 
students!”—Dean Flemming, Nazarene University

“A magnificent contribution to current conversations about the 
nature of Christian mission. Bringing a rare blend of theological exper-
tise and ministry experience to the table, Goheen and Mullins provide 
a narrative-based biblical theology and a holistic approach to mission 
from which pastors, students, and professors alike will benefit. Highly 
recommended.”—Bruce Ashford, Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary

“What is basic Christianity? What is the very heart of honest faith 
through the centuries? In the world I know, we suffer from dualisms 
of all sorts that fragment faith in ways that serve neither God nor the 
world, missing the meaning of who God is and what he has called us 
to do. The church all over the world needs help, and this new book 
by Goheen and Mullins is one that I hope will be deeply and seriously 
read. With echoes of Newbigin and Stott, it is theologically rooted and 
biblically rich, inviting all of us to see ourselves in the Great Story of 
God’s work in the world. At the same time it is deeply human, pastorally 
attentive, and pedagogically attuned to the complexity and nuance of 
life, that each one of us is unique and must find our place in the story. 
The Symphony of Mission is for every son of Adam and daughter of Eve 
who wants to make sense of life in the world, for everyone everywhere 
who longs to live life for the sake of the world.”—Steven Garber, 
Regent College; author of Visions of Vocation: Common Grace for the 
Common Good

“Are you concerned about justice but overwhelmed by the mess 
of the world around you? Do you wonder what God wants you to do 
with your life? Don’t despair—read this book! Goheen and Mullins are 
virtuosos and wise counselors in this biblical, hopeful, and practical 
book about our participation in God’s mission.”—Stephanie Summers, 
CEO, Center for Public Justice

CONTENTS
1. Story: Listening to the Symphony
2. Simplicity: Learning the Notes
3. Intentionality: The Movements of Mission
4. Stewardship: Displaying the Glory of the Father through the Work of Our Hands
5. Service: Displaying the Love of Christ by Washing the Feet of the World
6. The Spoken Word: Displaying the Power of the Holy Spirit by Opening Our Mouths
7. Listening: Finding Your Place in God’s Symphony
8. Performing: Participating in God’s Symphony
9. Sustaining: Persevering in God’s Symphony

Recommended Resources

September 2019

224 pp. · paper · $22.99

978-1-5409-6023-8

Mission, Higher  
Education, Worldview, 
Youth Ministry 

a ebook available

Michael W. Goheen (PhD, University of Utrecht) is 
director of theological education at the Missional 
Training Center, scholar-in-residence for the Surge 
Network of Churches–Phoenix, and professor 
of missional theology at Covenant Theological 
Seminary. He is the author or coauthor of several 
books, including The Drama of Scripture, Living at 
the Crossroads, and A Light to the Nations. Goheen 
splits his time between Surrey, British Columbia, and 
Tempe, Arizona.

Jim Mullins is pastor of vocational and theological 
formation at Redemption Church in Tempe, Arizona, 
and director of faith, work, and rest at the Surge 
Network of Churches–Phoenix. He is also cofounder 
and vice president of Peace Catalyst International,  
an organization that builds bridges between Christian 
and Muslim communities though interfaith dialogue, 
interfaith volunteer events, and cultural intelligence 
training.
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Global Arts and Christian Witness
Exegeting Culture, Translating the Message,  
and Communicating Christ
Roberta R. King
Foreword by Mark Labberton
MISSION IN GLOBAL COMMUNITY
Scott W. Sunquist and Amos Yong, series editors

“Drawing on decades of rich field experience, focused research, and teaching, 
Global Arts and Christian Witness pulls together the treasures of Roberta King’s 
life and work into one outstanding volume. While the book speaks powerfully 
to missionaries and artists of all kinds, I recommend it for mission pastors, 
students, and professors as well, as it offers a clear and compelling introduction 
to the importance of engaging global arts in ministry.”—Robin Harris, Center 
for Excellence in World Arts, Dallas International University

“It has been said that music is a universal language, but its meaning is not. 
King has given us an in-depth analysis adding to the ethnomusicological lexicon 
in great detail. In a world where everyone has some type of favorite music, 
King’s astute inquiry gives us a better glimpse into the complexity of music 
from around the world. Very much worth the read!”—Daniel White Hodge, 
North Park University; author of Homeland Insecurity: A Hip Hop Missiology for 
the Post–Civil Rights Era

Roberta R. King (PhD, Fuller Theological Seminary) is professor of communication and 
ethnomusicology in the School of Intercultural Studies at Fuller Theological Seminary. She 
previously served as a missionary and professor in Kenya for twenty years and is a past 
president of the APM (American Professors of Mission).

Now Available

288 pp. · paper · $26.99

978-0-8010-9885-7

Mission, Literature/Arts/ 
Communication, Worship/Liturgy

a ebook available

Now Available

144 pp. · paper · $19.99

978-1-5409-6088-7

Mission, Practical Theology/ 
Church Life

a ebook available

The Church on Mission
A Biblical Vision for Transformation among All People
Craig Ott

“This book certainly lives up to its title and represents a holistic biblical vision 
for Christ-centered transformation among all people as the central priority of 
God’s people. Every generation needs to read a book like this, which articulately 
reminds us of our faith, identity, and purpose.”—Ed Stetzer, Wheaton College

“A refreshing and thought-provoking new perspective on the mission of  
the church. Ott moves away from egocentric, personalized spirituality to disciple-
ship with purpose. I will draw deeply from this book as I teach the next generation 
of agents of transformation.”—A. Sue Russell, Asbury Theological Seminary

“A faithful and relevant vision for carrying out God’s calling, God’s com-
mission, and God’s commandment to and for all peoples of the world. Pastors, 
church leaders, and students alike will be blessed by their interaction with this 
refreshing, engaging, and highly readable book.”—David S. Dockery, Trinity 
International University and Trinity Evangelical Divinity School

Craig Ott (PhD, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School) is professor of mission and intercultural 
studies at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, where he occupies the ReachGlobal Chair of 
Mission and directs the PhD in intercultural studies program.
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CONTEX- 
TUALIZING  
THE FAITH
A Holistic Approach

A. Scott Moreau

272 pp. · paper · $26.99

978-1-5409-6000-9

ebook available

INTER- 
CULTURAL  
DISCIPLESHIP
Learning from  
Global Approaches to  
Spiritual Formation

W. Jay Moon

320 pp. · paper · $30.00

978-0-8010-9849-9

ebook available
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Introducing Cultural Anthropology
A Christian Perspective, 2nd ed.
Brian M. Howell and Jenell Paris

“Howell and Paris have provided an introductory text for cultural 
anthropology that is not only well-written, informative, and interesting 
but also unique in bridging the gap between this secular discipline and 
Christianity. Theological excursions into subjects relevant to Christians, 
devotional exercises for contemplating the full significance of human life 
in biblical terms, and personal accounts of the paradoxes of the working 
life of Christian anthropologists are interwoven with clear and penetrating 
explanations of anthropological concepts. In all this, the authors are 
faithful to both Christianity and anthropology. This book will provide 
much food for thought to Christians interested in discovering the value 
of anthropology for life, ministry, and practice.”—Eloise Hiebert  
Meneses, Eastern University; author of On Knowing Humanity

“Introducing Cultural Anthropology deftly covers traditional anthro-
pological themes such as culture, kinship, power, language, religion, and 
ritual. But more importantly, Howell and Paris show that anthropology 
is not just for intrepid missionaries or those interested in distant lands; 
rather, because it engages human themes such as poverty and injustice, 
gender and sexuality, and race and inequality, anthropology is an essential 
tool for understanding and contributing to our communities, churches, 
and neighborhoods. Introducing Cultural Anthropology is the ideal text for 
the thoughtful Christian classroom.”—Aminta Arrington, John Brown 
University

“I used the first edition of this book while teaching internationally 
diverse students in both Southern California and China. Introducing Cul-
tural Anthropology is academically rigorous and well researched, covering 
critical terms and concepts, yet written in an easy-to-understand format. 
The additional online test banks and supplemental materials are helpful 
not only for students—particularly those who speak English as a second 
language—but also for the professor preparing to teach the material. 
The textbook and supplemental materials provide the foundation neces-
sary for course preparation that focuses on the needs of students across 
cultures. Indeed, Howell and Paris have given us a great gift. I am very 
excited about the second edition and the new chapter exploring medical 
anthropology. I have been working in the field for decades on medical 
issues that impact our cultures and have not found another textbook 
that adequately addresses this important subject. Their forward-thinking 
treatment of this topic and others will undoubtedly be an immense help 
in preparing students of anthropology and Christ-followers to engage 
with our global society.”—Dana S. Chisholm, author, advocate, and 
publisher, Trail Media & Chisholm Family Foundation

Now Available

304 pp. · paper · $32.99

978-1-5409-6101-3

Mission

a ebook available

Brian M. Howell (PhD, Washington University) is 
professor of anthropology at Wheaton College, 
where he has taught for over fifteen years and regu-
larly teaches introductory anthropology courses.  
His research interests include the intersections of 
culture, globalization, and Christianity. He has written 
on ethnography of the Philippines, anthropology of 
religion, faith integration, and Christian missions.

Jenell Paris (PhD, American University) is professor 
of anthropology at Messiah College, where she  
regularly teaches introductory anthropology 
courses. She has written numerous books, including 
Teach from the Heart: Pedagogy as Spiritual Practice, 
The Good News about Conflict, and The End of 
Sexual Identity.
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PREACHING 
JESUS CHRIST 
TODAY
Six Questions for 
Moving from Scripture 
to Sermon

Annette Brownlee

208 pp. · paper · $22.99

978-0-8010-9882-6

ebook available

HOMILETICS 
AND  
HERMENEUTICS
Four Views on  
Preaching Today

Scott M. Gibson 
and Matthew D. 
Kim, eds.

192 pp. · paper · $21.99

978-0-8010-9869-7

ebook available

Preaching God’s Grand Drama
A Biblical-Theological Approach
Ahmi Lee
Foreword by Mark Labberton

“The sermon is the best weapon in the pastor’s arsenal for taking 
every thought, and our imaginations, captive to Christ, which is why 
preaching may be the quintessential theological act. But what kind of 
act is it? Ahmi Lee describes the two prevailing models, didactic and 
dialogical, and proposes a third model, the dramatic, that preserves the 
best of the other two while avoiding their weaknesses. Lee’s proposal 
for a theodramatic homiletic provides pastors with the tonic they need 
to communicate the gospel effectively to our increasingly secularized, 
disenchanted age.”—Kevin J. Vanhoozer, Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School

“Too many homiletics books frustrate their readers with predictable 
and played out hermeneutical scripts, such as the preacher-as-exalted- 
interpreter or the preacher-as-humiliated-subject. Preaching God’s Grand 
Drama offers us a better script, a fresher performance than the typical 
proposals, one that holds promise for preachers and for preaching both 
now and in the future.”—Jared E. Alcántara, Truett Theological Semi-
nary, Baylor University

“For preachers who are weary of having to choose either ‘textual’ 
or ‘topical’ preaching, Preaching God’s Grand Drama offers a profoundly 
rich vision that will inform and inspire an alternative way of seeing 
that stretches the homiletical imagination to more theologically fitting 
dimensions. This book is a wonderful example of the kind of integrative 
thinking we urgently need to practice as preachers and teachers of 
preaching. I hope it will be widely read.”—Michael Pasquarello III, 
Robert Smith Jr. Preaching Institute, Beeson Divinity School, Samford 
University

“Pioneering new homiletical territory, Preaching God’s Grand Drama 
invites propositional preachers and conversational preachers to explore 
their respective sermonic philosophies and methodologies. Well-written 
and insightful, Lee’s book presents an intriguing ‘third way,’ explaining 
the art and craft of preaching that will meet and greet a wide spectrum 
of twenty-first-century listeners.”—Matthew D. Kim, Gordon-Conwell 
Theological Seminary

“Lee’s vision of theodramatic preaching presents a lively and artful 
middle way between propositional and conversational preaching. By 
centering on an encounter with God in both the sermon and the world, 
Lee proposes a homiletic that encourages preachers to offer an essential  
balm for our wounded times.”—Paul Scott Wilson, Emmanuel College,  
University of Toronto

“The Bible narrates a cracking good story. And it is our story! Lee 
helps preachers perform this grand narrative in ways that will transform 
everyday lives in the light of God’s ongoing dramatic actions in the 
world.”—Scott Hoezee, The Center for Excellence in Preaching, Calvin 
Theological Seminary

Ahmi Lee (PhD, Fuller Theological Seminary) is  
assistant professor of preaching at Fuller Theolog-
ical Seminary. She has served in congregations in 
the Chicago area in various capacities, and she is 
an active preacher and speaker worldwide.October 2019

192 pp. · paper · $22.99
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a ebook available
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BIBLICAL 
PREACHING
The Development and 
Delivery of Expository 
Messages, 3rd ed.

Haddon W. Robinson
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ebook available

CHRIST- 
CENTERED 
PREACHING
Redeeming the Exposi-
tory Sermon, 3rd ed.

Bryan Chapell

448 pp. · cloth · $32.99

978-0-8010-9974-8

ebook available
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The Practices of Christian Preaching
Essentials for Effective Proclamation
Jared E. Alcántara

“Great preaching involves a firm grasp of the gospel as well as  
a keen sense of the moment, a discernment of the crises of this day,  
and the hungers of particular people at specific junctures of history.  
Alcántara has written a timely and wise book, a book that guides 
preachers toward sermons born out of the electric encounter between 
the enduring good news and rapidly moving news of the day.” 
—Thomas G. Long, Candler School of Theology (emeritus)

“In the midst of all the changes to communication styles in a 
technological world, our vocation has not changed. We are to preach 
the Christian message with conviction, clarity, creativity, in context, and 
geared to concrete situations. Alcántara urges us in a straightforward 
way not to forget the roots of our calling. But he also keeps us connected 
to the transcultural and multilingual realities many of us face as we 
seek to be faithful preachers. ¡Gracias, hermano!”—Juan Francisco 
Martínez, Fuller Theological Seminary

“Biblically and theologically grounded throughout, this book  
goes beyond mechanics to the practices of preaching as life-giving 
habits. The book speaks to preachers across cultures—with illustrations, 
metaphors, and stories that bring clarity and engagement with a variety 
of voices. Both novice and experienced preachers are invited into life-
long growth and creativity.”—Elizabeth Conde-Frazier, Association for 
Hispanic Theological Education

“Alcántara presents a clear and refreshing approach to the teaching 
of Christian preaching. This deliberate book brings homiletical pedagogy 
into the twenty-first century and sows innovative seeds that will bloom 
homiletical beauty in multicultural pulpits for many years to come.” 
—Rev. Luke A. Powery, Duke University Chapel

“Rather than offering a method for preaching, Alcántara promotes 
lifelong habits to develop through practice and over time. If every 
preacher would practice his Five Cs, assisted by the Spirit, the church 
would be stronger and the world would be a better place.”—Paul Scott 
Wilson, Emmanuel College, University of Toronto

“Preaching requires practice and the guidance of a wise and trust-
worthy practitioner; Alcántara is a good choice for this role. The Practices 
of Christian Preaching is a literate, diverse, and important addition to the 
field of homiletics.”—Kenton C. Anderson, ACTS Seminaries of Trinity 
Western University

“Alcántara blends perspectives from Hispanic, African American, 
and Anglo-European homiletic theory in a unique way. An extraordinary 
contribution to homiletics in the twenty-first century.”—Pablo Jiménez, 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary

Watch for a Spanish language  
version of this book in late 2020.

September 2019

224 pp. · cloth · $24.99

978-0-8010-9866-6

Homiletics

a ebook available

Jared E. Alcántara (PhD, Princeton Theological 
Seminary) is associate professor of preaching and 
occupies the Paul W. Powell Endowed Chair in 
Preaching at Truett Theological Seminary, Baylor 
University. An ordained Baptist minister, he has 
served as a youth pastor, associate pastor, and 
teaching pastor in Illinois, Massachusetts, Oregon, 
and New Jersey. Alcántara previously taught at 
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School. He has written 
two preaching books and is a member of the Academy 
of Homiletics, the Evangelical Homiletics Society, 
and the Hispanic Theological Initiative.
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UNDERSTAND-
ING SPIRITUAL 
WARFARE
Four Views

James K. Beilby 
and Paul Rhodes 
Eddy, eds.

240 pp. · paper · $22.00

978-0-8010-3936-2

ebook available

SPIRITUAL 
FRIENDSHIP
Finding Love in the 
Church as a Celibate 
Gay Christian

Wesley Hill

160 pp. · paper · $16.99

978-1-58743-349-8

ebook available

Understanding Transgender Identities
Four Views
James K. Beilby and Paul Rhodes Eddy, editors
This book offers a full-scale dialogue on transgender identities from 
across the Christian theological spectrum. It brings together contribu-
tors with expertise and platforms in the study of transgender identities 
to articulate and defend differing perspectives on this contested topic. 
After an introductory chapter surveys key historical moments and cur-
rent issues, the book presents four views, helping readers understand 
the spectrum of views among Christians and enabling Christian com-
munities to establish a context where conversations can safely be held.

EXCERPT
We have sought to find contributors who have some fundamental differ-
ences on the important issues within this debate. In particular, we have 
focused on finding contributors who hold differing perspectives on such 
questions as whether sex is binary; whether gender is binary; whether 
there are stable, transcultural, or divinely ordained gender expressions/
roles; and whether social and/or medical/surgical transitioning is appro-
priate or advantageous for transgender individuals. . . .

We also sought to find contributors who can engage this difficult and 
polarizing issue in clear and respectful dialogue. For Christians, this 
should be nonnegotiable. This does not mean that there are no difficult 
questions raised or that everyone in the conversation will remain 
comfortable. Rather, it means that when we disagree, it must be with an 
acknowledgment of the full humanity and dignity of our interlocutor. 
We believe that the conversation in this volume has met this high bar, 
and we hope that it serves both to clarify this important topic and to 
provide a model of substantive engagement of difficult issues.

CONTENTS
Understanding Transgender Identities: An Introduction    Paul Rhodes Eddy and 
James K. Beilby

1. Transition or Transformation? A Moral-Theological Exploration of Christianity and 
Gender Dysphoria    Owen Strachan
Response by Mark A. Yarhouse and Julia Sadusky
Response by Megan K. DeFranza
Response by Justin Sabia-Tanis

2. The Complexities of Gender Identity: Toward a More Nuanced Response to the 
Transgender Experience    Mark A. Yarhouse and Julia Sadusky
Response by Owen Strachan
Response by Megan K. DeFranza
Response by Justin Sabia-Tanis

3. Good News for Gender Minorities    Megan K. DeFranza
Response by Owen Strachan
Response by Mark A. Yarhouse and Julia Sadusky
Response by Justin Sabia-Tanis

4. Holy Creation, Wholly Creative: God’s Intention for Gender Diversity    Justin 
Sabia-Tanis
Response by Owen Strachan
Response by Mark A. Yarhouse and Julia Sadusky
Response by Megan K. DeFranza
Glossary
Indexes

James K. Beilby (PhD, Marquette University) is 
professor of systematic and philosophical theology 
at Bethel University. He has written or edited 
numerous books, including Thinking about Christian 
Apologetics.

Paul Rhodes Eddy (PhD, Marquette University)  
is professor of biblical and theological studies at 
Bethel University. He is the author, coauthor, or 
editor of a number of books, including Across the 
Spectrum: Understanding Issues in Evangelical 
Theology.

Beilby and Eddy are coeditors of five successful 
multiview volumes, including Understanding  
Spiritual Warfare: Four Views.

November 2019
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Culture, Ethics, Gender 

Studies, Practical 
Theology/Church Life, 
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a ebook available
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IT TAKES A 
CHURCH TO 
BAPTIZE
What the Bible Says 
about Infant Baptism

Scot McKnight

144 pp. · paper · $16.99

978-1-58743-416-7

ebook available

KINGDOM  
CONSPIRACY
Returning to the 
Radical Mission  
of the Local Church

Scot McKnight

304 pp. · paper · $19.99

978-0-8010-9785-0

ebook available

Pastor Paul
Nurturing a Culture of Christoformity in the Church
Scot McKnight
THEOLOGICAL EXPLORATIONS FOR THE CHURCH CATHOLIC

“Scot McKnight has always been one of my favorite writers and 
theologians because he writes with a deep love for and understanding 
of the local church. Pastor Paul helps us discover the heart of Paul as a 
pastor and then apply that same heart to the postmodern setting of the 
church in North America. His description of pastors as culture-makers 
is one that leaders of the church need to grasp for the church to thrive 
in current and future realities.”—Mike Glenn, senior pastor, Brentwood 
Baptist Church, Brentwood, Tennessee

“With careful exegesis of Paul’s world, Paul’s letters, and our own 
world, McKnight shows how pastoral ministry in the spirit of Paul is 
focused on nurturing a culture of corporate Christlikeness. Full of wisdom 
concerning critical aspects of both Pauline and contemporary pastoral 
ministry, this is a book that will help form more faithful ministers of 
the gospel and, through them, more faithful churches.”—Michael J. 
Gorman, St. Mary’s Seminary and University, Baltimore

“This book contains a wealth of treasures for anyone who is cur-
rently pastoring, who has been pastoring for years, or who is beginning 
to sense a call to pastor. It is full of biblical and theological insights from 
the life and writings of Paul, as well as McKnight’s own astute obser-
vations on the pastor’s life. McKnight’s ability to mine the Scriptures to 
bring inspiration, wisdom, and a Christoform framework to the work of 
a pastor is profound. Most striking is that the vision he presents for pas-
tors feels attainable. I highly recommend this book.”—Lucy Peppiatt, 
Westminster Theological Centre, United Kingdom

“As I read this abundantly rich exploration of what we learn from 
Paul as a pastor, I cannot help but imagine what our communities of 
faith would be like if we were led by pastors like Paul. McKnight has 
given us a tremendous gift, distilling the role of a pastor to its raw  
essential: forming Christ in the people we have the privilege to lead.” 
—Nancy Beach, leadership coach, Slingshot Group; author of Gifted  
to Lead: The Art of Leading as a Woman in the Church

“This book is a gift to pastors. I highly recommend it.”—Derwin L. 
Gray, lead pastor, Transformation Church; author of The High-Definition 
Leader: Building Multiethnic Churches in a Multiethnic World
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Scot McKnight (PhD, University of Nottingham),  
a world-renowned scholar, writer, and speaker, is 
Julius R. Mantey Professor of New Testament at 
Northern Seminary. His blog, Jesus Creed, is one of 
the most popular and influential evangelical blogs. 
McKnight is the author, coauthor, or editor of more 
than seventy-five books, including It Takes a Church 
to Baptize, Adam and the Genome, Kingdom Con-
spiracy, The Jesus Creed, The King Jesus Gospel, 
and The Apostle Paul and the Christian Life. He is 
also a canon theologian for the Diocese of Churches 
for the Sake of Others.
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Christian Education
A Guide to the Foundations of Ministry
Freddy Cardoza, editor
This introductory textbook solidly situates Christian education in the 
church and ministry context of the twenty-first century. With over 
twenty years of church ministry, seminary teaching, and administrative 
leadership experience, Freddy Cardoza is uniquely qualified to bring 
together a wide range of Christian educators. This volume features the 
expertise of twenty-five evangelical scholars of Christian education, 
including diverse, next-generation voices in the field. It provides 
balanced biblical-theological and practical perspectives for church and 
parachurch leaders, equipping them to meet the ever-changing needs of 
our world.

ENDORSEMENTS
“Cardoza has assembled an exemplary team of educators and  

theologians to compile this text. Each of these authors are subject- 
matter experts in their fields and their corresponding chapters represent 
some of the most cutting-edge research paired with real-life ministry 
application. I have no doubt that it will become a classic in the field and 
serve to guide the ministry efforts of countless church and parachurch 
professionals in the decades to come. I applaud this tome and highly 
recommend it to anyone in the field of Christian education and spiritual 
formation.”—Michael J. Anthony, Talbot School of Theology

“An interesting and worthwhile contribution to Christian education. 
Compiled and edited by Freddy Cardoza, the book covers the whole 
field of evangelical Christian education, beginning with educational 
foundations and continuing through theory, administration, ministries, 
and specializations. Cardoza, who served as executive administrator 
of the Society of Professors in Christian Education (SPCE), has been 
able to convene a cadre of some of the finest minds today to share their 
expertise and research. The reader will find this textbook has a satisfying 
balance of both the theoretical and the practical. It is filled with an 
abundance of theory and foundation to satisfy the academic purposes of 
colleges and seminaries, yet contains practical handles for those who are 
looking for fresh ideas to employ in the teaching-learning world.” 
—Wesley Black, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary (retired); 
minister to legacy and senior adults, Travis Avenue Baptist Church, Fort 
Worth, Texas

EXCERPT
Despite the certainty of God’s unchanging truth, no academic field of 
study has remained untouched in this season of human upheaval. This  
includes the area of Christian education. As times change, each generation 
of believers must take the truths it holds dear and pass them on to the  
next generation. This means doing the painstaking work of reconnecting 
the dots of our discipline so that they build bridges between Scripture 
and society, Christ and culture. . . . Since Christian education is an area 
of practical theology, it involves both Christian educational ministry- 
type academic programs and related ministries in churches and para-
church organizations. More specifically, it involves those ministries and 
disciplines whose direct or indirect purposes relate to supporting or  
facilitating the lifelong process of disciple making and life transformation.

Freddy Cardoza (PhD, Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary) is dean of Grace Theological Seminary 
and dean of the School of Ministry Studies at Grace 
College, where he also serves as professor of Chris-
tian ministry and leadership. He previously taught at 
Biola University. Cardoza served for eight years as 
executive administrator of the Society of Professors 
in Christian Education (SPCE).
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PREACHING 
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Understanding the 
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288 pp. · paper · $22.99
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ebook available

A Manual for Preaching
The Journey from Text to Sermon
Abraham Kuruvilla

“Abraham Kuruvilla is a physician-theologian whose work in 
the field of homiletics is both innovative and firmly Bible based. This 
manual on preaching is at once practical and theologically rich. It shows 
not only how-to but also wherefore. Highly recommended!”—Timothy 
George, Beeson Divinity School, Samford University; general editor of 
the Reformation Commentary on Scripture

“Wise, humble, realistic, vividly illustrated, erudite, comprehensive, 
constructively contrarian, playful, memorable, but above all helpful for 
the serious preacher. Kuruvilla’s magnum opus builds upon decades of 
preaching, equipping preachers, and writing for them. Some homiletics 
texts are purely theoretical, or the exemplary sermons are so detached 
from the theory that they could have been written by someone else. Not 
this volume. Kuruvilla demonstrates how to discern the theology of the 
pericope and how that theology governs the sermon. This book is not 
for the lazy. It takes seriously the price preachers must pay to prepare, 
but it will richly reward those who learn from its precepts and examples.” 
—Greg R. Scharf, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School (emeritus)

“In the multitude of books on preaching, Kuruvilla’s book will 
prove to be of more value than most, whether for novice or experienced 
preachers. The book does exactly what it claims, helping a preacher to 
move step-by-step from text to sermon. The book is full of seasoned 
wisdom, making use of Kuruvilla’s own experience—both his successes 
and, occasionally, his failures. He helpfully applies his wisdom through-
out the book by using the story of Jacob and the Letter to the Ephesians. 
I recommend it not only for personal enrichment but as a textbook for 
any class in homiletics.”—Derek Tidball, former principal, London 
School of Theology

CONTENTS
Introduction

1. Getting Ready
2. Discerning Theology
3. Deriving Application
4. Creating Maps
5. Fleshing Moves
6. Illustrating Ideas
7. Crafting Introductions and Conclusions
8. Producing Manuscripts
9. Delivering Sermons

Conclusion
Appendix A: Big Idea versus Theological Focus
Appendix B: Preaching—Argumentation versus Demonstration
Appendix C: Annotated Sermon Manuscript—Ephesians 1:1–14
Appendix D: Annotated Sermon Manuscript—Genesis 26:1–33
Index
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Abraham Kuruvilla (PhD, University of Aberdeen) 
is senior research professor of preaching and 
pastoral ministries at Dallas Theological Seminary. 
He authored A Vision for Preaching (a Preaching 
Today Book Award winner) and Privilege the Text!: 
A Theological Hermeneutic for Preaching. A past 
president of the Evangelical Homiletics Society, he 
blogs regularly at homiletix.com, writes preaching 
commentaries, and is a practicing dermatologist.
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dation of Christian 
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Greg Peters

224 pp. · paper · $24.99

978-0-8010-9805-5
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Paul’s Idea of Community
Spirit and Culture in Early House Churches, 3rd ed.
Robert J. Banks
This highly readable investigation of the early church explores the revo-
lutionary nature, dynamics, and effects of the earliest Christian commu-
nities. It introduces readers to the cultural setting of the house churches 
of biblical times, examines the apostle Paul’s vision of life in the Christian 
church, and explores how the New Testament model of community 
applies to Christian practice today. Updated and revised throughout, 
this fortieth-anniversary edition incorporates recent research, updates 
the bibliography, and adds a new fictional narrative that depicts the life 
and times of the early church.

PRAISE FOR PREVIOUS EDITIONS
“The book draws fully upon the wealth of recent scholarly analysis 

of the New Testament churches, but in such a skilled way that the pic-
ture is not buried in learning but brought to life for present-day readers. 
. . . People will be startled to find how much of modern church life has 
departed from the New Testament spirit. And yet the modern commu-
nities still possess in the New Testament, as illuminated through a book 
like this, the sources from which church life can be reawakened to the 
community consequences of accepting the Pauline gospel.”—Edwin A. 
Judge, Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia (emeritus)

“Convinced that Paul’s distinctive contribution to Christianity is his 
idea of community, Banks demonstrates how this notion informs Paul’s 
instruction to his churches. . . . It is striking how naturally discussions 
of such topics as Paul’s teaching on freedom and on eschatology fall 
within the purview of this stimulating book.”—†Abraham J. Malherbe, 
Yale University

“Banks’s analysis of the early house churches in their historical 
context has no parallel, in either content or reader accessibility. This up-
dated edition will stimulate both popular and scholarly reflection on the 
political and social as well as the contemporary theological challenge 
of the theory and practice of community taught by Paul of Tarsus. I am 
very pleased that this excellent, readable, and provocative book is being 
made available to a new generation of readers.”—S. Scott Bartchy, 
University of California, Los Angeles (emeritus)

Robert J. Banks (PhD, University of Cambridge) 
has taught at various universities and theological 
colleges in Europe, North America, and Asia. He is a 
visiting professor at Macquarie University in Sydney, 
Australia, where he serves on staff at the Centre for 
the History of Christian Thought and Experience. He 
is also an adjunct professor at Fuller Theological 
Seminary, where he previously served as founding 
professor of the ministry of the laity and executive 
director of the De Pree Leadership Center.
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288 pp. · paper · $21.99

978-1-58743-423-5
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Pastoral Leadership

Sondra Wheeler

160 pp. · paper · $22.00
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The Pastor as Public Theologian
Reclaiming a Lost Vision
Kevin J. Vanhoozer and Owen Strachan

“This is a timely, more than timely—urgent—book. Kevin Vanhoozer, 
one of our leading theologians, protests the ‘putting asunder’ of theology 
by American pastors. A ‘great chasm’ has opened up as pastors, more 
often than not, abandon their vocations as theologians in their congre-
gations for careers in which the secular culture calls all the shots. It was 
not always this way. Vanhoozer and Strachan skillfully fashion insight 
and discernment to bring us back to what the church ordained us to 
do.”—†Eugene H. Peterson, Regent College, Vancouver (emeritus)

“Preachers today must present biblical truth to people who are 
more and more resistant to it. I’ve come to the conclusion that ministers 
need more robust theological education and training than they did 
when I came into the ministry forty years ago. This book is an important, 
ringing call for working pastors and preachers to exercise a higher level 
of theologically informed leadership in our churches.”—Tim Keller, 
Redeemer Presbyterian Church, New York City

“There’s not much wrong with the practice of pastoral ministry that 
can’t be cured by a good dose of theological refurbishment. This book 
gives strong impetus for construing the work of the pastor as authorized, 
energized, and sanctified by the pastor’s theological commitments. 
A spirited, Spirit-filled book.”—William Willimon, Duke Divinity 
School; retired bishop, United Methodist Church

“Vanhoozer and Strachan show the original and eschatological unity 
of two things that modernity has tried to pull apart—the vital parish and 
the learned pastor.”—Jason Byassee, Vancouver School of Theology

“In a day when the Western church has drifted toward theological 
anemia and many of her leaders have failed to faithfully respond to the 
complexities of culture, The Pastor as Public Theologian . . . is offering a 
rich and needed vision for the pastorate.”—Josh Chatraw, Themelios

“This book is among the best available on the nature of the pastorate 
due to the unique way in which it pulls from historical resources to 
form a fresh vision of pastoring today. . . . I have only the strongest sen-
timents of support for this work. It will interest pastors, professors, and 
theology students on both sides of the Atlantic. . . . An excellent work 
that is sure to generate discussion about the role of the pastor for years 
to come.”—Benjamin G. White, Reviews in Religion and Theology
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Kevin J. Vanhoozer (PhD, University of Cambridge) 
is research professor of systematic theology at 
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School. He previously 
taught at Wheaton College and the University of 
Edinburgh. He is the author or editor of numerous 
books, including Everyday Theology, The Drama of 
Doctrine, Is There a Meaning in This Text?, and the 
award-winning Dictionary for Theological Interpre-
tation of the Bible.

Owen Strachan (PhD, Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School) is associate professor of Christian theology 
at Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary and is 
a Fellow with the Center for Pastor Theologians. He 
is the coauthor of The Essential Edwards Collection 
and the author of Risky Gospel.
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Moral Formation for 
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Joe E. Trull and 
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288 pp. · paper · $26.99
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The Leader’s Journey
Accepting the Call to Personal and Congregational 
Transformation, 2nd ed.
Jim Herrington, Trisha Taylor,  
and R. Robert Creech
This book helps pastors and church leaders understand the role their 
personal transformation as Jesus’s disciples plays in effective congrega-
tional leadership. It shifts the focus of leadership from techniques and 
charisma to spiritual transformation and developing emotional maturity 
so leaders can effectively lead congregations to embrace change. End-of-
chapter discussion questions are included. Regularly used as a textbook 
over the past fifteen years, this new edition has been revised throughout 
and includes a greater emphasis on Bowen Family Systems Theory.

EXCERPT
In this book, we write about living systems: a different way of thinking 
about leadership that we have been learning in recent years. This per-
spective has changed how we see our role as leaders. Most leadership- 
development processes focus on “leadership techniques”—essentially 
a bag of tricks for the leader to use on those they lead. We are learning 
to go in another direction. We understand that as leaders we are part of 
a living human system of engagement and relationship, and we must 
learn to become aware of these systems and navigate them wisely. We 
focus on managing ourselves rather than managing others.

CONTENTS
Introduction

PART 1: THE CALL TO PERSONAL TRANSFORMATION

1. The Need for Personal Transformation
2. Following Jesus on the Leadership Journey

PART 2: LEADING LIVING SYSTEMS

3. Understanding the System
4. Thinking Systems, Watching Process
5. Becoming a Calm Leader
6. Leading in Uncertain Times

PART 3: FAMILY PATTERNS

7. Going Home Again
8. The Nuclear Family

PART 4: THE SPIRIT AND THE JOURNEY

9. The Spiritual Life and the Path to Transformation
10. Learning to Learn Again
11. Thinking Systems as a Christian

Epilogue
Appendix A: Constructing a Family Diagram
Appendix B: Developing a Rhythm of Spiritual Practices
Appendix C: Bowen-Based Training Programs
Appendix D: Recommended Reading
Appendix E: Glossary
Indexes

Jim Herrington (DMin, Houston Graduate School 
of Theology) is co-owner of The Leader’s Journey, 
which offers coaching and consultation services 
to help leaders and organizations maximize their 
impact. He has served as a pastor to pastors in the 
greater Houston, Texas, area for thirty years.

Trisha Taylor (MA, Southwestern Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary) is a psychotherapist and pastoral 
counselor in private practice in Houston. She 
previously served as a healthcare chaplain and 
is a co-consultant for Ridder Church Renewal at 
Western Theological Seminary.

R. Robert Creech (PhD, Baylor University) is Hubert H. 
and Gladys S. Raborn Professor of Pastoral Leader-
ship and director of pastoral ministries at George W. 
Truett Theological Seminary, Baylor University. He 
is the author of Family Systems and Congregational 
Life and coauthor of Ethics for Christian Ministry.
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Leadership in Christian Perspective
Biblical Foundations and Contemporary Practices  
for Servant Leaders
Justin A. Irving and Mark L. Strauss

“Irving and Strauss intentionally set out on a daunting task to deliver a  
fully integrated and biblically rooted perspective on Christian leadership. 
The genius of their work is found in the integration of models and what then 
emerges. Empowerment becomes the thread that connects them all. Jesus 
Christ remains the greatest leadership role model, and without question their 
mission for this work is accomplished. I highly recommend this book to all 
Christian leaders!”—Tami Heim, Christian Leadership Alliance

“Irving and Strauss have provided a solid academic textbook on leadership, 
based on principles that have stood the test of time and on relevant biblical 
truths. Their combined expertise has produced a book that will inform those 
wanting a clear and comprehensive overview of Christian leadership.”—Marshall 
Shelley, Denver Seminary; contributing editor to CTPastors.com

“Irving and Strauss deliver a book that is robust from a biblical and scholarly 
perspective, and the message resonates—to seek not our own but seek to serve.” 
—Kathleen Patterson, Regent University

Justin A. Irving (PhD, Regent University) is professor of ministry leadership and director of 
the DMin Program at Bethel Seminary.

Mark L. Strauss (PhD, University of Aberdeen) is University Professor of New Testament 
at Bethel Seminary.
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Shepherding God’s People
A Guide to Faithful and Fruitful Pastoral Ministry
Siang-Yang Tan
Foreword by John Ortberg

“Dr. Tan shares with us the wisdom of his years of academic and pastoral 
insight. This book is packed with exhaustive research and lived experience. I 
recommend it highly.”—Richard J. Foster, author of Celebration of Discipline 
and Streams of Living Water

“Tan is an astute, experienced, and wise guide for those called to shepherd 
Christ’s church. In Shepherding God’s People, readers will discover a wealth of 
knowledge and counsel for carrying out their pastoral vocations powerfully, 
sanely, and safely. Highly recommended.”—Chris Hall, president of Renovaré

“Rarely does a person in ministry discover a book that combines compre-
hensive scholarly research, deep spiritual wisdom, and practical resources for 
the nitty-gritty work of nurturing a community of faith. Dr. Tan has written 
such a book. Shepherding God’s People will serve as an invaluable primer for men 
and women entering ministry and as a source of deep enrichment and encour-
agement for veteran pastors.”—Laura R. Harbert, Fuller Theological Seminary 
and Fuller Graduate School of Psychology

Siang-Yang Tan (PhD, McGill University) is professor of psychology at Fuller Theological 
Seminary and senior pastor of First Evangelical Church Glendale in Glendale, California. 
He is a popular speaker and has written numerous books, including Counseling and 
Psychotherapy.
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Coming March 2020

The Pastor in a Secular Age
Ministry to People Who No Longer Need a God
Andrew Root
MINISTRY IN A SECULAR AGE

“We are embedded in and pervaded by what Charles Taylor called 
a ‘secular age.’ The implications of Taylor’s analysis of secularity are 
enormous, but few have taken up the challenge to look through Taylor 
at ministry in our world. Andrew Root has, and he has done so success-
fully and spectacularly. We need to take up the challenge with Root, 
listen to him, and extend his insights into our local churches.”—Scot 
McKnight, Northern Seminary

“This book is a must-read for anyone preparing for pastoral 
ministry or currently in ministry. Highly readable, it seeks to reclaim a 
pastoral identity that is rooted in the divine action of a ministering God. 
Building on the work of Charles Taylor, Root first lays out the historical 
evolution of the current hollowing out of pastoral identity through an 
excellent exploration of six pastors from Augustine to Rick Warren. 
Then, turning to Foucault, Jenson, and Old Testament texts, Root boldly 
asserts the identity of God as one who ministers to his people. Root 
encourages pastors to reclaim an identity based on their participation in 
God’s acts of ministry.”—Annette Brownlee, Wycliffe College, University 
of Toronto

“Good books help you see what you couldn’t see before—like why 
pastoring is so difficult. Better books help you see the work of God 
despite the millennia of obstacles we have thrown up against divine 
agency. Root thinks the living God can break through our pastoral 
malaise. Reading him, I found myself not only agreeing but learning and 
delighting and looking anew for the God who pastors us all.”—Jason 
Byassee, Vancouver School of Theology

“An inspiring read and a wonderful resource for ministers and others 
who care about the role of the church and the vocation of ministry today. 
Drawing from his in-depth understanding of Charles Taylor’s philo-
sophical insight, and utilizing case studies of pastors from history and 
the present, Root offers a compelling portrait of a fresh and invigorating 
way to approach the vocation of ministry. This is a timely and significant 
resource for churches, seminaries, and pastors, a vision for ministering 
in the immanent frame.”—Kyle Roberts, United Theological Seminary 
of the Twin Cities

Andrew Root (PhD, Princeton Theological Seminary) 
is Carrie Olson Baalson Professor of Youth and 
Family Ministry at Luther Seminary. He is the author 
of numerous books, including Faith Formation in 
a Secular Age, Bonhoeffer as Youth Worker, The 
Children of Divorce, Revisiting Relational Youth Min-
istry, and Relationships Unfiltered, and the coauthor 
(with Kenda Creasy Dean) of The Theological Turn in 
Youth Ministry.
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Always On
Practicing Faith in a New Media Landscape
Angela Williams Gorrell
THEOLOGY FOR THE LIFE OF THE WORLD

“This book couldn’t be more timely. More and more our lives and 
identities are being worked out in digital spaces that are always on. So 
we are asked to be always on, performing and reforming our identities, 
seeking likes and retweets to confirm our being. What does this mean 
for formation into the life and death of Jesus Christ? What does it mean 
for the pastoral task of building community? Gorrell takes up the chal-
lenge in Always On. This is an exciting, deep, and well-written project 
that promises to get you thinking. Dive in!”—Andrew Root, Luther 
Seminary; author of The Pastor in a Secular Age

“A timely and important call to focus on who and what matters 
even amid the distractions that vie for our attention. Rather than merely 
asking us to turn off our devices, Gorrell invites us to turn on the 
possibilities of ‘hybrid faithful living’ and of caring for others across the 
digital divide. Highly recommended.”—Craig Detweiler, The Seattle 
School of Theology & Psychology; author of Selfies: Searching for the 
Image of God in a Digital Age

“Gorrell offers a compelling Christian vision of the good life within 
the landscape of new media. She demonstrates that this landscape is 
neither simply life-negating nor simply life-affirming and that it’s possible 
to nurture a Christian hybrid existence that reflects God’s nonviolent 
and compassionate love for creation today and into the future.”—Deanna 
Thompson, author of The Virtual Body of Christ in a Suffering World

“Using her background as a pastor, theologian, and new media 
researcher, Gorrell invites us to consider how new media affects every 
aspect of our lives and how easily we can find ourselves lost in the  
process. A helpful, practical book on one of the most pressing and 
real-life struggles we experience today.”—Chap Clark, St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church, Newport Beach, California; author of Hurt 2.0  
and Adoptive Church

CONTENTS
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2. Traversing the New Media Terrain
3. Shaping Stories
4. Online Jesus
5. The Convergence
6. Glorious Possibilities

Epilogue
Index
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a ebook available

Angela Williams Gorrell (PhD, Fuller Theological 
Seminary) is assistant professor of practical theology 
at George W. Truett Theological Seminary, Baylor 
University. She previously served as associate 
research scholar for metrics and evaluation, field 
development, and public engagement at the Yale 
Center for Faith and Culture at Yale Divinity School, 
where she worked on the Theology of Joy and 
the Good Life project with Miroslav Volf. Gorrell 
researches, writes, leads workshops, trains, and 
consults regarding the relationship between new 
media culture, joy, and visions of the good life.
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SALVATION BY 
ALLEGIANCE 
ALONE
Rethinking Faith, 
Works, and the Gospel 
of Jesus the King

Matthew W. Bates

256 pp. · paper · $24.99

978-0-8010-9797-3

ebook available

THE FOURFOLD 
GOSPEL
A Theological Reading 
of the New Testament 
Portraits of Jesus

Francis Watson

224 pp. · paper · $21.99

978-0-8010-9889-5

ebook available

Gospel Allegiance
What Faith in Jesus Misses for Salvation in Christ
Matthew W. Bates
Is faith in Jesus enough for salvation? Perhaps, says Matthew Bates, but 
we’re missing pieces of the gospel. The biblical gospel can never change. 
Yet our understanding of the gospel must change. The church needs an 
allegiance shift.

Popular pastoral resources on the gospel are causing widespread 
confusion. Bates shows that the biblical gospel is different, fuller, and 
more beautiful than we have been led to believe. He explains that saving 
faith doesn’t come through trust in Jesus’s death on the cross alone but 
through allegiance to Christ the king. There is only one true gospel and 
one required response: allegiance.

Bates ignited conversation with his influential book Salvation by Allegiance 
Alone. Here he goes deeper while making his acclaimed teaching on 
salvation more accessible and experiential for believers who want to  
better understand and share the gospel. Gospel Allegiance includes a 
guide for further conversation, making it ideal for students, church 
groups, pastors, and leaders.

ENDORSEMENTS
“We in the Protestant tradition believe the church is always reform-

ing, but this reforming must retain a focused eye on Scripture. Matthew 
Bates’s Gospel Allegiance reforms the gospel of evangelicalism by under-
taking an adventurous journey through gospel texts in the New Testa-
ment. He challenges major pastor-theologians to give a more accurate 
gospel by adding his own strong voice—one of many highlights. Never 
strident, never exceeding the clarity of Scripture, but always relentless 
in its conviction that the true gospel deserves to be given its fullness—
Gospel Allegiance is a must-read for the church.”—Scot McKnight, 
Northern Seminary; author of The King Jesus Gospel

“Arresting and provocative, with the aim of cultivating faithfulness, 
Bates’s newest book zeroes in on the questions Christians are asking, or 
should be. His approachable prose invites readers to deep and challenging 
reflection that results in action. I am eager to give my students and my 
parishioners this tool so that we can all engage with the glory of the  
gospel afresh.”—Amy Peeler, Wheaton College

“This book cuts straight to the point, and if I’m honest, it hurts. 
You will find yourself simultaneously stepping back in shock and leaning 
in with intrigue, but at the end of the day you will find yourself on your 
knees in surrender to the only One worthy of your allegiance.”—Kyle 
Idleman, teaching pastor, Southeast Christian Church, Louisville,  
Kentucky; author of Not a Fan

Matthew W. Bates (PhD, University of Notre Dame) 
is associate professor of theology at Quincy Uni-
versity. He is the author of Salvation by Allegiance 
Alone, named the Jesus Creed 2017 Book of the Year 
and one of the Best Books of 2017 by Englewood 
Review of Books. He has also written The Birth of 
the Trinity and The Hermeneutics of the Apostolic 
Proclamation. Bates is cofounder and cohost of the 
popular OnScript podcast.
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YOU ARE WHAT 
YOU LOVE
The Spiritual Power 
of Habit

James K. A. Smith

224 pp. · cloth · $19.99

978-1-58743-380-1

ebook available

CULTURAL  
LITURGIES 
3-VOLUME 
BOXED SET
James K. A. Smith

720 pp. · paper · $66.99

978-1-5409-6045-0

On the Road with Saint Augustine
A Real-World Spirituality for Restless Hearts
James K. A. Smith
Following James K. A. Smith’s influential You Are What You Love, this 
book shows how Augustine can be a pilgrim guide to a spirituality that 
meets the complicated world we live in.

ENDORSEMENTS
“On the Road with Saint Augustine is a learned, large-hearted, and 

quite lively introduction to Augustine, or to life by way of Augustine, or 
to God by way of both. The variety of Smith’s references is astonishing, 
as is the seamless way he moves among them. I expect many modern 
readers will find themselves—and, crucially, much more than them-
selves—in this book.”—Christian Wiman, author of My Bright Abyss 
and Every Riven Thing

“Smith opens this book by placing the contemporary culture  
of seeking the real, authentic self alongside the works of Augustine; 
then he continues by placing our contemporary experience alongside 
Augustine’s biography; both moves yield a fund of interesting insights.” 
—Charles Taylor, author of A Secular Age

“Fascinating, engrossing, insightful, beautifully written, and 
often brilliant, this new book will open up the story and spirituality 
of St. Augustine to a new generation of readers and seekers.”—James 
Martin, SJ, author of Jesus: A Pilgrimage

“As the author well says, this is not a book about St. Augustine. 
But it certainly is a guide for reading Augustine as he wrote and would 
probably prefer to be read, with a restless heart.”—Justo L. González, 
author of The Mestizo Augustine

“Augustine of Hippo is the patron saint of restless hearts. Now 
James K. A. Smith, long one of our most interesting theological think-
ers, both orthodox and outlier, reintroduces this figure who is at once 
strange and familiar, ancient and contemporary. This book is a journey 
into the greatest journey of all, and a delight to read. Highly recom-
mended.”—Krista Tippett, founder and CEO, The On Being Project; 
host, On Being; curator, The Civil Conversations Project

“It is a fundamental Augustinian trope that we are not home. Here 
Jamie Smith riffs with unrivaled depth and texture on what it means to 
be in via—to be on the way—to be not at home. I am grateful, and I 
will keep this book with me as I pilgrim.”—Lauren Winner, author of 
The Dangers of Christian Practice and Still

“On the Road with Saint Augustine is a spiritual reflection that reminds 
us why the ancient saint is not only essential for us but inescapable. 
With Augustine as guide, Smith takes the reader on a tour of the human 
heart. Profound, personal, and fast-paced, the book will nourish readers 
in almost any spiritual state.”—Kyle Harper, University of Oklahoma

October 2019

256 pp. · cloth · $24.99

978-1-58743-389-4

Christianity and 
Culture, Philosophy, 
Spirituality/ 
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a ebook available

James K. A. Smith (PhD, Villanova University) is 
a popular speaker who has written many books, 
including Awaiting the King, Imagining the Kingdom, 
How (Not) to Be Secular, and the Christianity Today 
Book Award winners You Are What You Love, Desiring 
the Kingdom, and Who’s Afraid of Postmodernism? 
He is professor of philosophy at Calvin University, 
where he holds the Gary and Henrietta Byker Chair 
in Applied Reformed Theology and Worldview. He 
was editor in chief of Comment magazine from 2013 
to 2018 and is now editor in chief of Image journal. 
Smith has written for Christianity Today, First Things, 
the New York Times, the Wall Street Journal, USA 
Today, and the Washington Post.
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Faith for Exiles
5 Ways for a New Generation to Follow Jesus  
in Digital Babylon
David Kinnaman and Mark Matlock  
with Aly Hawkins
In a series of groundbreaking studies, David Kinnaman and his team at Barna 
Group uncovered the reasons young people are increasingly resisting and 
rejecting the church. But the news isn’t all bleak. Recent analysis of Barna’s rich 
store of data reveals a hidden hope: the church already has the resources to 
meet young people’s deepest desires and most pressing needs—if only church 
leaders rediscover them and put them into practice.

In Faith for Exiles, David Kinnaman and former executive director of Youth 
Specialties Mark Matlock reveal five formational practices that have the power 
to cultivate resilient faith in the next generation. Drawing on never-before- 
released data, Kinnaman and Matlock show readers that God has not given up 
on the next generation. The church is needed, now more than ever, to disciple 
and empower young Jesus followers—and to learn from them.

David Kinnaman is president of Barna Group, a leading research and communications 
company that works with churches, nonprofits, and businesses.

Mark Matlock is principal at the consulting firm WisdomWorks, former executive director 
for Youth Specialties, and creator of the PlanetWisdom student conferences.

September 2019

240 pp. · cloth · $21.99
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Evangelism, Youth Ministry,  
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a ebook available
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Our Bodies Tell God’s Story
Discovering the Divine Plan for Love, Sex, and Gender
Christopher West
Foreword by Eric Metaxas
In response to a world awash in sexual chaos and gender confusion, this book 
offers a bold and thoroughly biblical look at the meaning of the body, sex, 
gender, and marriage.

Bestselling author, cultural commentator, and popular theologian Christopher 
West is one of the world’s most recognized teachers of John Paul II’s Theology 
of the Body. He specializes in making this teaching accessible to all Christians, 
with particular attention to evangelicals.

In our post-sexual-revolution world, we need to remember that our bodies tell 
a divine story and proclaim the gospel itself. As male and female, and in the call 
to become “one flesh,” our bodies reveal a “great mystery” that mirrors Christ’s 
love for the church (Eph. 5:31–32). This book provides a redemptive rather 
than repressive approach to sexual purity, explores the true meaning of sex and 
marriage, and offers a compelling vision of what it means to be created male 
and female.

Christopher West serves as president and senior lecturer for the Theology of the Body 
Institute. His global lectures, bestselling books, multiple audio and video programs, and 
popular podcast have made him one of the world’s most recognized teachers of John 
Paul II’s Theology of the Body.
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MERE  
DISCIPLESHIP
Growing in Wisdom 
and Hope

Alister E. McGrath

176 pp. · paper · $16.99

978-0-8010-9422-4

USA and Canada only

ebook available

RESTLESS FAITH
Holding Evangelical 
Beliefs in a World of 
Contested Labels

Richard J. Mouw

192 pp. · paper · $19.99

978-1-58743-392-4

ebook available

Narrative Apologetics
Sharing the Relevance, Joy, and Wonder  
of the Christian Faith
Alister E. McGrath
The Bible is a narrative—the story of God’s creation, humankind’s fall, 
and God’s plan of redemption. And it is filled with countless smaller 
stories that teach us about people, history, and the nature of God. It’s no 
surprise that God would choose to reveal himself to us in story—after 
all, he hardwired us for story. Despite this, we so often attempt to share 
our faith with others not through story but through systems, arguments, 
and talking points—methods that appeal only to our mind and neglect 
our imagination and our emotions.

In this groundbreaking book, scholar and author Alister McGrath lays  
a foundation for narrative apologetics. Exploring four major biblical 
narratives, enduring stories from our culture such as Tolkien’s The Lord  
of the Rings and Lewis’s The Chronicles of Narnia, and personal narratives 
from people such as Augustine of Hippo and Chuck Colson, McGrath 
shows how we can both understand and share our faith in terms of story.
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Alister E. McGrath (DPhil and DD, University of 
Oxford; Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts) is the 
Andreas Idreos Professor of Science and Religion 
at Oxford University and director of the Ian Ramsey 
Centre for Science and Religion. He is the author 
of many books, including The Dawkins Delusion?. 
McGrath also serves as the Gresham Professor of 
Divinity, a public professorship in the City of London, 
established in 1597, that promotes the public 
engagement of theology with the leading issues of 
the day.
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Beating Guns
Hope for People Who Are Weary of Violence
Shane Claiborne and Michael Martin

“Sometimes we get stuck in our frustration with problems that seem like 
they will never go away. This book is how we get unstuck on guns.”—Shaun 
King, writer, speaker, and activist

“As a Black woman, mother, and reconciler who has witnessed countless 
parents losing their children to gun violence, one of my greatest concerns is 
to find a way to stop this senseless loss of life. That’s why I highly recommend 
this timely, relevant, and necessary book!”—Brenda Salter McNeil, author of 
Roadmap to Reconciliation and A Credible Witness

“With mass shootings regularly in the news, this powerful, provocative 
new book is not only timely but critical reading.”—Michael Curry, presiding 
bishop of the Episcopal Church

“A must for those who care but who have not yet cared enough to weigh 
in actively for the sake of an abundant life that overrides the lethal power of 
fear.”—Walter Brueggemann, Columbia Theological Seminary

Shane Claiborne is a bestselling author, renowned activist, and sought-after speaker. 
He is the visionary founder of The Simple Way in Philadelphia, president of Red Letter 
Christians, and author of numerous books.

Michael Martin, a Mennonite pastor turned blacksmith, is founder and executive director 
of RAWtools Inc. and blogs at RAWtools.org.
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a ebook available
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I Was Hungry
Cultivating Common Ground to End an American Crisis
Jeremy K. Everett
Foreword by David Beckmann

“Jesus taught us that how we treat the least among us is how we treat him. 
‘It was me,’ Jesus says very directly. Everett, a respected advocate for the hungry, 
does what few do well; he connects faith to public policy.”—Jim Wallis, New 
York Times bestselling author of America’s Original Sin; president of Sojourners; 
editor-in-chief of Sojourners magazine

“This is a must-read, and my hope is that we all allow it to speak to us, to 
challenge us, despite our many different walks of life, political persuasions, and 
perspectives, to participate together in ‘bending our universe towards justice.’” 
—Heather Reynolds, Wilson Sheehan Lab for Economic Opportunities, 
University of Notre Dame

“This book is Everett at his best. Part prophetic call to action, part how-to 
manual—with plenty of encouragement as we face the challenges ahead—it 
is deeply theological, profoundly practical, and intensely hopeful.”—Victor J. 
Hinojosa, Honors Program, Baylor University

Jeremy K. Everett (MDiv, Baylor University) is the founder and executive director of the 
Texas Hunger Initiative. A noted advocate for the hungry, he served on the National Com-
mission on Hunger, has spent over two decades ministering to the poor, and frequently 
speaks on poverty, hunger, community development, and social entrepreneurship.
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The Church of Us vs. Them
Freedom from a Faith That Feeds on Making Enemies
David E. Fitch

“This is a book for our time. The sad reality of our churches and our 
individual lives is that we have participated in, as well as perpetuated, what 
David Fitch calls the ‘enemy-making machine.’ With penetrating analysis of our 
compromised social condition, Fitch offers a way to move beyond the hostile 
culture of ‘othering’ that has damaged our witness to Christ. I couldn’t put this 
book down.”—Rich Villodas, lead pastor, New Life Fellowship, Queens, New 
York City

“Fitch once again calls the church to a better way—that is, the ways that 
are reflective of the good news of the gospel. While the church continues to 
experience challenging times, it has been the practice of many to lean on enemy 
making, antagonisms, strife, and divisiveness. This is the book for such a time 
as this. As a ‘prisoner of hope,’ I long for the church to lean into a better, more 
loving, and more gracious imagination for what it means to be the church on 
mission.”—Tara Beth Leach, senior pastor of PazNaz; author of Emboldened

David E. Fitch (PhD, Northwestern University) is the B. R. Lindner Chair of Evangelical 
Theology at Northern Seminary and the cofounder of Missio Alliance. He is the founding 
pastor of Life on the Vine Christian Community and is currently on the pastoral staff at 
Peace of Christ Church in Westmont, Illinois.
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Romans Disarmed
Resisting Empire, Demanding Justice
Sylvia C. Keesmaat and Brian J. Walsh

“Sylvia and Brian are two of my favorite Bible scholars. Whether you’re 
over-churched or under-churched, they stir in you a fresh curiosity for the 
Bible. This new book is perfect for scholars and new Bible readers alike, and for 
everyone in between.”—Shane Claiborne, author, activist, and cofounder of 
Red Letter Christians

“If you want to hear—and experience—Paul’s letter to the Jewish and 
gentile Christ-followers in Rome as you never have, read this book. And re-read 
it. Keesmaat and Walsh bring the message of Romans into dialogue with our 
lives today, as we struggle to be faithful to the good news of Messiah Jesus in 
our own imperial context.”—J. Richard Middleton, Northeastern Seminary at 
Roberts Wesleyan College

“Building on recent scholarship, this brilliant study engages the original 
audience, who labored under the shadow of empire, in a way that brings its 
message to life for similarly struggling North American Christians.”—Ched 
Myers, Bartimaeus Cooperative Ministries

Sylvia C. Keesmaat (DPhil, University of Oxford) is adjunct professor of biblical studies 
at Trinity College and Wycliffe College and biblical scholar in residence at St. James 
Anglican Church in Fenelon Falls.

Brian J. Walsh (PhD, McGill University) is a Christian Reformed campus minister at the 
University of Toronto and an adjunct professor of theology at Trinity College and Wycliffe 
College.
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Healing the Wounds of Sexual Abuse
Reading the Bible with Survivors
Elaine A. Heath

“A remarkable resource for healing the wounds of sexual abuse. Heath is 
a courageous companion into texts familiar and loved as well as texts avoided 
and ignored.”—Bishop Hope Morgan Ward, North Carolina Conference, 
United Methodist Church

“The journey of recovery from sexual abuse is both scarred and sacred. As 
a survivor of sexual assault, Heath goes with the reader into this difficult reality. 
Joining with the vast numbers of women, men, girls, and boys who are survi-
vors of sexual abuse, Heath offers her unique contribution to the #MeToo 
movement.”—Jeanne Stevenson-Moessner, Perkins School of Theology, 
Southern Methodist University

“Through biblical narratives from both the Old and New Testaments, our 
eyes are opened to the prevalence of abuse among us. Everyone needs to read 
and discuss this book.”—David W. Baker, Ashland Theological Seminary

“Should be required reading for every seminary.”—Jaime Clark-Soles, 
Perkins School of Theology, Southern Methodist University

Elaine A. Heath (PhD, Duquesne University) is professor of missional and pastoral theol-
ogy at Duke Divinity School. An ordained elder in the United Methodist Church, she is a 
frequent retreat speaker and has experience as a pastor and spiritual director. She has 
written a number of books.
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How the Body of Christ Talks
Recovering the Practice of Conversation in the Church
C. Christopher Smith

“In a world full of talking heads and devoid of attentive ears, Smith’s prac-
tical book teaches us through poetic metaphors, useful advice, and theological 
wisdom how to be present to one another. How the Body of Christ Talks shows us 
a way of healthy, soulful dialogue.”—Carol Howard Merritt, author of Healing 
Spiritual Wounds

“At the core of every church is the wonder of conversation. Without it we 
are empty. So open this book, delve deeply into the dynamics of conversation. 
Explore Smith’s suggestions for opening this space and making way for God’s 
healing power. Read How the Body of Christ Talks and be schooled by one of the 
best in the art of conversation.”—David Fitch, Northern Seminary; author of 
Faithful Presence

C. Christopher Smith is a writer, community developer, and editor of The Englewood 
Review of Books. He coauthored the award-winning Slow Church and authored Reading 
for the Common Good. Smith is a member of Englewood Christian Church in Indianapolis, 
a congregation that has been learning to talk together for over two decades.
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SUBVERSIVE 
SABBATH
The Surprising Power 
of Rest in a Nonstop 
World

A. J. Swoboda

256 pp. · paper · $19.99

978-1-58743-405-1

ebook available

PRACTICES  
OF LOVE
Spiritual Disciplines for 
the Life of the World

Kyle David Bennett

208 pp. · paper · $19.00

978-1-58743-403-7

ebook available

Seven Transforming Gifts of Menopause
An Unexpected Spiritual Journey
Cheryl Bridges Johns
Menopause is a dramatic but largely overlooked developmental window 
to the second half of life. Although today’s women are more aware of 
and actively involved in mapping their menopausal journey than gen-
erations before, many still do not see menopause as a time of important 
psychological and spiritual transformation.

This book goes far beyond hot flashes and gets to the very heart of the 
mid-life journey, helping women find their unique voice and speak their 
truth in an era of #MeToo and #ChurchToo. Coming alongside readers 
as a wise spiritual guide, pastor, and theologian, Cheryl Bridges Johns 
identifies seven key developmental “tasks” of menopause and gives 
practical ways women can embrace each one. She encourages women 
to view these tasks as gifts as they experience the remarkable physical, 
emotional, and spiritual transformation that occurs in this stage of life.

Written in a warm and conversational tone, this book helps women 
chart a course for the future, leading them to a renewed sense of identity, 
a more focused vision for life, and a deeper spirituality. Each chapter 
includes guided questions for personal reflection and study questions 
for group discussion.

EXCERPT
Menopause is much more than a time of biological change. It is more 
than a time for focusing on hormones and our physical bodies. It is a 
crisis containing multiple dimensions, including the psychological and 
the spiritual. Menopause is a time of life that is ripe with ‘Holy Spirit 
moments’—events initiated and maintained by God’s transforming 
grace. The goal of the menopausal journey is not that we merely adapt 
but that we be transformed into a new way of being in the world. . . . 
I offer Seven Transforming Gifts of Menopause as a guide for claiming the 
opportunities for transformation during menopause. . . .

You may be one of those lucky women who breeze through menopause 
without some of the more distressing symptoms. It is still important to 
achieve menopause’s developmental tasks. Successful achievement of 
these tasks means you will be more fully able to face the challenges of 
the second half of life.
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