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World Religions

ebook available

Charles E. Farhadian (PhD, Boston University) is professor of world religions 
and Christian mission at Westmont College. He is the editor of Introducing World 
Christianity and Christian Worship Worldwide and the coeditor of The Oxford 
Handbook of Religious Conversion. He has done fieldwork in Southeast Asia 
and the Pacific, where he has investigated themes of worship, social history, and 
nation making.

Understanding 
Christian Mission
ParticiPation in Suffering 
and glory

Scott W. Sunquist
464 pp. • cloth • $34.99
978-0-8010-3615-6
ebook available

the sUffering and 
ViCtorioUs Christ
toward a More 
coMPaSSionate chriStology

Richard J. Mouw and 
Douglas A. Sweeney
128 pp. • paper • $20.00
978-0-8010-4844-9
ebook available

serVing god 
globally
finding your Place in 
international develoPMent

Roland Hoksbergen
240 pp. • paper • $21.99
978-0-8010-3984-3
ebook available

handbook of 
religion
a chriStian engageMent  
with traditionS, teachingS, 
and PracticeS

Terry C. Muck, Harold A. 
Netland, and Gerald R. 
McDermott, eds.
832 pp. • cloth • $44.99
978-0-8010-3776-4
ebook available

l

Introducing World Religions
A Christian Engagement

Charles E. Farhadian

This beautifully designed, full-color textbook offers a comprehensive 
introduction to the world’s religions, including history, beliefs, worship 
practices, and contemporary expressions. Charles Farhadian, a seasoned teacher 
and recognized expert on world religions, presents a nuanced, ecumenical 
perspective that enables readers to appreciate both Christianity and the world’s 
religions in new ways. Introducing World Religions highlights similarities, 
dissimilarities, and challenging issues for Christians and includes significant 
selections from sacred texts to enhance learning. Pedagogical features include 
sidebars, charts, key terms, an extensive glossary, over two hundred illustrations, 
and about a dozen maps. 

E n d o r s e m e n t

“You can count on two things from this excellent introduction: (1) reliable 
information about the world’s religions and (2) guidance in seeing that 
information through a Christian lens. Charles Farhadian has given us a 
religion text for the twenty-first century: accurate, faithful, respectful, and 
compassionate. It now has a permanent place on my bookshelf.” 
—Terry Muck, Louisville Institute

A l s o  o f  I n t e r e s t 

422 423

God, there is no god but He—the Living, the Self-
subsisting, Eternal. No slumber can seize Him nor 
sleep. His are all things in the heavens and on earth. 
Who is he that can intercede in His presence expect 
as He permitteth? He knoweth what (appeareth to His 
creatures as) before or after or behind them. Nor shall 
they compass aught of His knowledge except as He 
willeth. His Throne doth extend over the heavens and 
the earth, and He feeleth no fatigue in guarding and 
preserving them for He is the Most High, the Supreme 
(in glory).

Qur’an 2:255

Prophet Muhammad told Muslims to believe only in 
Allah to the exclusion of all other gods, for associating 

(i.e., government) left an indelible mark 

on Islam, for it was Uthman who led 

the task of gathering the recitations of 

Prophet Muhammad that had made 

their way across the Islamic world 

through writings on branches, leaves, 

leather, bones, and different sorts of 

parchment, deciphering which ones 

were authentic and fraudulent and de-

stroying all inaccurate compilations. 

Uthman’s compilation, which is consid-

ered a miracle by Muslims, was known 

as the Uthmanic Codex and was estab-

lished as the true recitation given to 

Prophet Muhammad, otherwise known 

as al-Qur’an (literally, “the recitation”).

Allah

The central focus of the Qur’an is 

Allah. The Arabic term “Allah” comes 

from the conflation of the Arabic al-

ilah, meaning “the God” (al is the 

definitive article, and ilah is “god”). 

Crucial to understanding this Arabic 

term is the fact that al-ilah cannot 

be pluralized. In Arabic there is no such thing as “al-ilahs,” even though 

grammatically the English does allow for the terms “Gods” or “gods.” The 

Arabic exclamation Allahu Akbar (“Allah is greater” or “God is greatest”) 

is known as the Takbir, a common Muslim expression used in various con-

texts such as prayer, celebration, or times of distress. Since Arabic 

is a Semitic language, like Hebrew and Aramaic, it should not be 

surprising that there are many similarities between the names for 

God in this language family.

The Qur’an proclaims that Allah is creator, sustainer, judge, and 

ruler of the material, human, and spiritual realms, guiding history 

through a long line of prophets, such as Adam, considered the first 

prophet, Noah (Nuh), Abraham (Ibrahim), Moses (Musa), Jesus (Isa), 

and finally Prophet Muhammad. Allah is worshiped at the Qa’abah in 

Mecca as the “high god” over all pre-Islamic gods.

Map 9.2. Muslims 1910–2010

Figure 9.7. Arabic script for 
“Allah”

The Old Testament presents several 
names for God, including El (God, 
“strong”), Elohim (plural form of 
God), El Shaddai (“God Almighty”), 
El Elyon (“Most High”), El-Olam 
(“Everlasting God”), El-Berith (“God 
of the Covenant”), and El-Gibhor 
(“Mighty God”).

http://www.myredeemerlives 
.com/namesofgod 

/el-compound.html
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May 2015 • 304 pp. • paper • $24.99 • 978-0-8010-3857-0
Apologetics, Mission, World Religions, Theology

ebook available

Harold A. Netland (PhD, Claremont Graduate University) is professor 
of philosophy of religion and intercultural studies at Trinity Evangelical 

Divinity School, where he also directs the PhD in intercultural studies 
program. He is the author or coauthor of several books, including 

Encountering Religious Pluralism: The Challenge to Christian Faith 
and Mission, Dissonant Voices: Religious Pluralism and the Question 

of Truth, A Trinitarian Theology of Religions, and Buddhism: 
 A Christian Exploration and Appraisal. He is also the coeditor of 

Globalizing Theology and Handbook of Religion.

froM eVery tribe 
and nation
a hiStorian’S diScovery of 
the global chriStian Story

Mark A. Noll
224 pp. • paper • $30.00
978-0-8010-3993-5
ebook available

reading a different 
story
a chriStian Scholar’S 
Journey froM aMerica  
to africa

Susan VanZanten
144 pp. • paper • $19.99
978-0-8010-3994-2
ebook available

ClaiMing abrahaM
reading the bible  
and the Qur’an Side by Side

Michael Lodahl
238 pp. • paper • $23.00
978-1-58743-239-2
ebook available

Christianity at the 
religioUs roUndtable
evangelicaliSM in converSation 
with hinduiSM, buddhiSM, 
and iSlaM

Timothy C. Tennent
270 pp. • paper • $26.00
978-0-8010-2602-7
ebook available

l

Christianity and Religious Diversity
Clarifying Christian Commitments in a Globalizing Age

Harold A. Netland

Christianity and Religious Diversity explores how religions have changed in a 
globalized world and how Christianity is unique among them. Harold Netland, an expert 
in philosophical aspects of religion and pluralism, offers a fresh analysis of religion in 
today’s globalizing world. He addresses some central issues in understanding religion 
and religions today, challenging common misunderstandings of the concept of religion 
itself and its relation to culture. He also shows how particular religious traditions, such 
as Buddhism, undergo significant change with modernization, secularization, and 
globalization. Netland then responds to issues concerning the plausibility of Christian 
commitments to Jesus Christ and the unique truth of the Christian gospel in light of 
religious diversity and disagreement. The book concludes by considering basic principles 
for Christians living as Christ’s disciples in religiously diverse contexts.

Combining theological resources with insights from history, religious studies, and 
philosophy, Christianity and Religious Diversity will be useful for professors and students 
in intercultural studies, world religions, and mission courses. Scholars, missionaries, and 
pastors will also benefit from this book.

E n d o r s e m e n t

“There is no better writer today than Harold Netland on how to think about Jesus in a 
global, postcolonial world, especially when it comes to epistemology. Netland combines 
a passionate heart with a keen mind. He has listened carefully to the cacophonous 
worldwide discussion on these questions and has compelling things to say about how to 
believe that Jesus is the only way to the Father, while at the same time recognizing that 
there is goodness and truth among other religionists.”—Gerald R. McDermott, 
coauthor of A Trinitarian Theology of Religions: An Evangelical Proposal

C o n t e n t s

  Introduction

Part 1: religion(s) in a Modern, globalizing World

 1.  Rethinking Religion(s)
 2.  Secularization, Globalization, and the Religions
 3.  Buddhism in the Modern World
 4.  Jesus in a Global, Postcolonial World

Part 2: Christian Commitments in a Pluralistic World

 5.  Can All Religions Be True?
 6.  On the Idea of Christianity as the One True Religion
 7.  Religious Diversity and Reasons for Belief
 8.  Living with Religious Diversity as Jesus’s Disciples

A l s o  o f  I n t e r e s t
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effeCtiVe 
interCUltUral 
CoMMUniCation
a chriStian PerSPective

A. Scott Moreau,  
Evvy Hay Campbell,  
and Susan Greener
416 pp. • paper • $27.99
978-0-8010-2663-8
ebook available

deVeloPing a 
strategy for 
Missions
a biblical, hiStorical,  
and cultural introduction

John Mark Terry  
and J. D. Payne
304 pp. • paper • $28.00
978-0-8010-3953-9
ebook available

enCoUntering 
theology of Mission
biblical foundationS, 
hiStorical develoPMentS, 
and conteMPorary iSSueS

Craig Ott and Stephen J. 
Strauss with Timothy C. 
Tennent
416 pp. • paper • $29.99
978-0-8010-2662-1
ebook available

Christianity 
enCoUntering World 
religions
the Practice of MiSSion in 
the twenty-firSt century

Terry C. Muck  
and Frances S. Adeney
416 pp. • paper • $30.00
978-0-8010-2660-7
ebook available

Introducing World Missions
A Biblical, Historical, and Practical Survey, 2nd ed.

A. Scott Moreau, Gary R. Corwin, and Gary B. McGee

EncountEring Mission

A. scott Moreau, series editor

In this volume, leading missionary scholars offer an engaging introduction to 
the work of missions in the contemporary world. The authors provide a broad 
overview of the biblical, theological, and historical foundations for missions. 
They also consider personal and practical issues involved in becoming a 
missionary, the process of getting to the mission field, and contemporary 
challenges a mission worker must face. Sidebars, charts, maps, and numerous 
case studies are included. This new edition has been updated and revised 
throughout and features a full-color interior. 

P r a i s e  f o r  t h e  F i r s t  E d i t i o n

“[This book is] not only readable but attractive in layout, broad in content, 
balanced in perspective, and in a teacher and student-friendly format. 
. . . The authors succeed in striking a balance between the extremes of 
oversimplification in brevity and overload with detail, thus providing the ideal 
textbook for an introductory course on Christian world missions. This reviewer 
has used the text in such a course and students have also been enthusiastic. In 
this regard Moreau, Corwin, and McGee have commendably achieved their goal 
and met a genuine need. There is simply no other textbook that compares  
with it.”—Craig Ott, Trinity Journal

June 2015 • 384 pp. • cloth • $39.99 • 978-0-8010-4920-0
Mission

ebook available

A. Scott Moreau (DMiss, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School) is associate 
academic dean and professor of intercultural studies at Wheaton College Graduate 
School. He is the editor of Evangelical Missions Quarterly and has authored, 
coauthored, or edited eleven books, including Evangelical Dictionary of World 
Missions and Contextualization in World Missions. Gary R. Corwin (MA, 
Northwestern University) is a missiologist serving with SIM International (Serving 
in Mission) and is associate editor of Evangelical Missions Quarterly.  
Gary B. McGee (1945–2008) received his PhD from St. Louis University and was 
distinguished professor of church history and Pentecostal studies at the Assemblies 
of God Theological Seminary.

A l s o  i n  t h e  S e r i e s

9998

grace to bear the fruit which is hoped for and 
to present the faith adequately” (Neuner and 
Dupuis 1991, 340–41).

Despite such novel ideas for missionary 
preparation, the spirit of the times remained 
confrontational. On several occasions when Lull 
traveled to North Africa to evangelize, one of 
his tactics included holding up a copy of the 
Ten Commandments and then announcing that 
the prophet Muhammad had broken every one 
of them. Though he gained several converts, 

this method failed to win the applause of other 
Muslims, and a mob stoned him to death in 
1315 (Zwemer 1902, 108). But in another part 
of Africa the monk Takla-Haymanot, known 
for piety and miracles in his ministry, preached 
with success among pagan peoples. He reversed 
the Muslim expansion and helped to ensure the 
survival of Ethiopia as a Christian kingdom 
(Budge 1928, 911, 1241–46).

of Assisi chose a life of “apostolic poverty,” a 
simple lifestyle reminiscent of Jesus and his dis-
ciples. Going from place to place to preach and 
help people in their needs, 
the “Franciscans,” along 
with the Order of Preach-
ers (the “Dominicans,” 
founded by Dominic), de-
pended on the charitable 
contributions of people 
they met. The subsequent 
Franciscan missionary 
dispersion included fri-
ars who went to North 
Africa, where many suf-
fered martyrdom, and 
others who journeyed to 
China (Moorman 1968, 
226–32).

Islam, the religion 
of  the seventh-century 
prophet Muhammad, 
had swept like a firestorm 
across Arabia, North 
Africa, and much of the 
Middle East before extending into central Asia, 
India, and finally to Indonesia and the Philip-
pines in the millennium that followed (Brockel-
mann, Perlmann, and Carmichael 1973, 45–70). 
When the Arabs (“Saracens”) gained control 
of the Holy Land with its pilgrimage sites, this 
prompted the Crusades, which occurred between 
1095 and 1291. Western Christians saw regain-
ing control of the holy places in Palestine as a 
sacred duty. Although the crusaders believed that 
by fighting the Muslim “infidels” they would 
store up for themselves treasures in heaven, they 
proved to be more adept at looting on earth. 
Destruction came to all who crossed their path: 
Muslims, Jews, and even Greek Christians on 
occasion. The Fourth Crusade (1202–4), tyran-
nically diverted from its original destination by 
the Venetians, proceeded with the plundering 
of Constantinople, a tragedy that earned the 
enduring enmity of Greek Christians (Runciman 

1955, 150). “Even the Saracens are merciful and 
kind,” said one writer who described the pil-
lage, “compared with these men who bear the 

Cross of Christ on their 
shoulders” (Ware 1963, 
69). Though ultimately 
unsuccessful, the Cru-
sades succeeded in creat-
ing a legacy of suspicion 
and bitterness between 
Muslims and Christians, 
and among Christians 
themselves, that exists to 
the present day.

By the thirteenth cen-
tury some Christians rec-
ognized that countering 
Islam required dialogue 
and persuasion. Francis 
himself tried unsuccess-
fully to convert the sultan 
of Egypt. Nevertheless, it 
was the Franciscan Ray-
mond Lull who proved 
to be among the most 

visionary strategists of mission. Born on the 
island of Majorca in the western Mediterra-
nean in 1235, just nine years after the death of 
Francis, Lull found his call to missions through 
a vision of the crucified Savior. He dedicated 
his life to preaching to non-Christians, espe-
cially Muslims. Lull wrote books in Arabic and 
personally dialogued with Muslim and Jewish 
scholars. He also encouraged missionaries to 
master the Arabic language and Arabic phi-
losophy, and he appealed to Christian rulers 
to establish special schools for the training of 
missionaries. That church leaders listened to his 
advice became evident at the Council of Vienna 
(1311–12): “The holy Church should have an 
abundant number of Catholics well versed in 
all languages, especially those of the infidels 
[Muslims],” the council decreed. “Once they 
have learned and are sufficiently proficient in 
those languages . . . they will be able by God’s 

Through [Bertilla, Abbess at Chelles 
near Paris], the Lord collected such great 
fruits for the salvation of souls that even 
from over the seas, the faithful kings of 
the Saxons . . . asked her to send some 
of her disciples for the learning and holy 
instruction they heard were wonderful 
in her, that they might build convents 
of men and nuns in their land. . . . That 
the harvest of souls in that nation might 
increase through her and be multiplied 
by God’s grace, she sent chosen women 
and devout men.

Jo Ann McNamara (McNamara, Hal-
borg, and Whatley 1992, 286)

Map 6.1 Irish/Celtic and British missions  
to Europe, sixth to eighth centuries
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Thomas A. Robinson (PhD, McMaster 
University) is professor of religious studies 
and chair of the department at the University 
of Lethbridge in Alberta, Canada. Hillary P. 
Rodrigues (PhD, McMaster University) is 
professor of religious studies at the University of 
Lethbridge. Both authors have written several 
books.

A l s o  o f  I n t e r e s t

introdUCing CUltUral 
anthroPology
a chriStian PerSPective

Brian M. Howell and Jenell 
Williams Paris
288 pp. • paper • $29.99
978-0-8010-3887-7
ebook available

islaM in Context
PaSt, PreSent, and future

Peter G. Riddell  
and Peter Cotterell
232 pp. • paper • $24.00
978-0-8010-2627-0
ebook available

Our Global Families
Christians Embracing Common Identity  
in a Changing World

todd M. Johnson and Cindy M. Wu

“Plenty of books discuss the process of globalization and the 
related spread of Christianity to all corners of the world. But I 
don’t think any other book has presented these stories within 
the framework of family—the Christian family worldwide, 
and the broader human family. Our Global Families is a 
thoughtful, provocative, and deeply rewarding book.” 
—Philip Jenkins, Baylor University; author of The Next 
Christendom

“For years we have read statistics about the rise of the global 
church, but here we have a stellar introduction to these realities 
that makes this phenomenon personal. Behind the numbers 
we are discovering the family of God in new and profound 
ways. At a time when we often hear stories of how divided the 
world and the church is, it is refreshing to discover this deeper 
connectedness which is emerging in the church. Our Global 
Families is the best introduction to global Christianity you 
will find. I heartily recommend it.”—Timothy C. Tennent, 
Asbury Theological Seminary

Todd M. Johnson (PhD, William Carey 
International University) is director of the 
Center for the Study of Global Christianity and 
associate professor of global Christianity at 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary. He is 
also visiting research fellow at the Institute on 
Culture, Religion, and World Affairs at Boston 
University. Cindy M. Wu (MA, Gordon-
Conwell Theological Seminary) has served in 
various church planting contexts.

A l s o  o f  I n t e r e s t

globalizing theology
belief and Practice in an era  
of world chriStianity

Craig Ott and  
Harold A. Netland, eds.
382 pp. • paper • $30.00
978-0-8010-3112-0
EU rights: IVP
ebook available

leading Cross-
CUltUrally
covenant relationShiPS for 
effective chriStian leaderShiP

Sherwood G. Lingenfelter
176 pp. • paper • $18.00
978-0-8010-3605-7
ebook available

Now Available • 240 pp. • paper • $22.99
978-0-8010-4957-6

Mission, World Religions
ebook available

World Religions
A Guide to the Essentials, 2nd ed.

thomas a. robinson and hillary P. rodrigues

“One of the best introductory surveys of religions gets 
better in a second edition with revised and additional 
materials, including quick-facts pages, sections on 
women, and more illustrations. This multiauthored 
text maintains a remarkable cohesive fluidity and 
clarity that is extremely accessible and attractive. Its 
concise and well-structured exposition minimizes 
technical jargon and sticks to interesting essential 
details in a well-balanced development of history, 
beliefs, and practices of major and minor religious 
traditions. Although the book is only three hundred 
pages long, the depth of discussion is significant and 
quite creative for an introductory overview. Enhanced 
by a substantial chapter on minor religions and major 
subgroups, a fine introduction to methods of religious 
studies, a spelling guide, and excellent summary 
sidebars, it also makes available to instructors extensive 
multiple-choice test questions.”—Michael Stoeber, 
Regis College and University of Toronto

“Highly recommended for first-year college courses on 
world religions.”—Michael DeRoche, Memorial 
University of Newfoundland

Now Available • 368 pp. • paper • $35.00
(maximum discount 40%)

978-0-8010-4971-2
World Religions
ebook available
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April 2015 • 160 pp. • paper • $14.99 • 978-1-58743-349-8
Christianity and Culture, Ethics, Practical Theology/Church Life, Spirituality/
Spiritual Formation

ebook available

Wesley Hill (PhD, University of Durham) is assistant professor of 
biblical studies at Trinity School for Ministry. He is the author of Paul 
and the Trinity: Persons, Relations, and the Pauline Letters and 
the much-discussed Washed and Waiting: Reflections on Christian 
Faithfulness and Homosexuality. Hill is on the editorial board of 
and is a columnist for Christianity Today. He also contributes to 
Books & Culture and First Things.

t

Spiritual Friendship
Finding Love in the Church as a Celibate Gay Christian

Wesley Hill

“Wesley Hill’s courageous, thought-provoking book seeks to recover ‘friendship as a 
genuine love in its own right.’ At one level, it is a historically rooted and theologically 
nuanced essay that opens up fresh perspectives on a topic that is crucial but too rarely 
pondered. But at another level, Spiritual Friendship belongs to the classic genre of 
Christian confessional autobiography, a genre that can be traced back to St. Augustine; 
it is both searing in its honesty and moving in its chastened hope for grace. This is a 
book that challenges all of us—whatever our sexual experience or longings may be—to 
think more truthfully about the meaning of love and the complex ways in which our 
communities either stifle or nurture it.”—Richard B. Hays, Duke Divinity School

“A remarkable book. Drawing on a deep reservoir of biblical wisdom and theological 
imagination, Wesley Hill explores the possibilities for a truly Christian picture of 
friendship. And because this exploration requires him to think also about how his 
friendship both contributes to and differs from the fellowship that all Christians share, he 
makes here a significant contribution to the general theology of the church as well. Here 
is a book everyone interested in Christianity, and everyone interested in friendship, can 
profit from reading.”—Alan Jacobs, Honors College, Baylor University

“Medieval monks expressed their love for one another with what to us is cringe-inducing 
intimacy, and not so long ago Christians still entered formal bonds of friendship 
by taking vows that sound like marriage vows. We don’t do that anymore, with our 
commitment to uncommitted freedom, our turnover habits, our sexualization of 
everything and everyone, and our resignation to loneliness. Wesley Hill’s very personal 
book is an elegant, theologically rich plea on behalf of the love of friendship that 
uncovers fresh ways to improvise on a lost Christian tradition of committed spiritual 
friendship.”—Peter Leithart, Theopolis Institute, Birmingham, Alabama

“Love is the most complicated thing in the world—and even more so for gay and lesbian 
Christians who have experienced a vocation to celibacy. With disarming frankness, Wesley 
Hill charts the loss of friendship from our world and mounts a compelling case for its 
recovery as a communally celebrated form of Christian love.” 
—Benjamin Myers, Charles Sturt University, Sydney

“Spiritual Friendship weaves together Scripture, Christian history, art, and personal 
experience. This is a portrait, not a treatise. It depicts friendship’s flaws and failures but 
also shows how friendship can bear spiritual fruit and help us build up the kingdom of 
God. Wesley Hill challenges us all to strengthen our own friendships and those around us 
and offers guidance in these tasks from his own experience and from the Christian past. 
Honest and poignant, Spiritual Friendship is like a conversation with a good friend who 
has learned much from books but more from loving and being loved by others.”—Eve 
Tushnet, author of Gay and Catholic: Accepting My Sexuality, Finding Community, 
Living My Faith

A l s o  o f  I n t e r e s t

generoUs 
sPaCioUsness
reSPonding to gay 
chriStianS in the church

Wendy VanderWal-Gritter
288 pp. • paper • $16.99
978-1-58743-355-9
ebook available

Mere disCiPleshiP
radical chriStianity in a 
rebelliouS world, 2nd ed.
Lee C. Camp
268 pp. • paper • $23.00
978-1-58743-230-9
ebook available

VUlnerable 
CoMMUnion
a theology of diSability 
and hoSPitality

Thomas E. Reynolds
256 pp. • paper • $25.00
978-1-58743-177-7
ebook available

UntaMed hosPitality
welcoMing god and other 
StrangerS

Elizabeth Newman
236 pp. • paper • $25.00
978-1-58743-176-0
ebook available
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August 2015 • 240 pp. • cloth • $19.99 • 978-0-8010-9771-3
Theology, Practical Theology/Church Life, Christianity and Culture, 

Homiletics
ebook available

Kevin J. Vanhoozer (PhD, University of Cambridge) is research 
professor of systematic theology at Trinity Evangelical Divinity 

School. He is the author of numerous books, including Is There 
a Meaning in This Text? and The Drama of Doctrine. Owen 

Strachan (PhD, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School) is assistant 
professor of Christian theology and church history at Boyce College 

and Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, where he also directs the 
Carl F. H. Henry Institute for Evangelical Engagement and serves as a 

Fellow with the Center for Pastor Theologians.

The Pastor as Public Theologian
Reclaiming a Lost Vision

Kevin J. Vanhoozer and Owen Strachan

“This is a timely, more than timely—urgent—book. Kevin Vanhoozer, one of our 
leading theologians, protests the ‘putting asunder’ of theology by American pastors. A 
‘great chasm’ has opened up as pastors, more often than not, abandon their vocations 
as theologians in their congregations for careers in which the secular culture calls all 
the shots. It was not always this way. Vanhoozer and Strachan skillfully fashion insight 
and discernment to bring us back to what the church ordained us to do.”—Eugene H. 
Peterson, Regent College, Vancouver; pastor emeritus, Christ Our King Presbyterian 
(UPCUSA), Bel Air, Maryland

“Preachers today must present biblical truth to people who are more and more resistant 
to it. The skillful preacher must understand something of the history of ideas and the 
baseline cultural narratives of our day in order even to be comprehensible to them. Not 
only that, but preachers in our cities must often speak to people from several diverse 
world cultures all at once. I’ve come to the conclusion that ministers need more robust 
theological education and training than they did when I came into the ministry forty 
years ago. This book is an important, ringing call for working pastors and preachers to 
exercise a higher level of theologically informed leadership in our churches.” 
—Tim Keller, Redeemer Presbyterian Church, New York City

“There’s not much wrong with the practice of pastoral ministry that can’t be cured by a 
good dose of theological refurbishment. This book gives strong impetus for construing 
the work of the pastor as authorized, energized, and sanctified by the pastor’s theological 
commitments. A spirited, Spirit-filled book.”—William Willimon, Duke Divinity 
School; retired bishop, United Methodist Church

“For years I have told students that they were too smart for the academy, that they should 
stretch themselves with the harder intellectual work of the parish. And here I thought I 
was being original. Vanhoozer and Strachan show the original and eschatological unity 
of two things that modernity has tried to pull apart—the vital parish and the learned 
pastor.”—Jason Byassee, Boone United Methodist Church, North Carolina; Duke 
Divinity School
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August 2015 • 224 pp. • paper • $21.99 • 978-0-8010-4967-5
Youth Ministry

ebook available

Chap Clark (PhD, University of Denver) is associate provost for 
strategic projects and professor and chair of the youth, family, and 
culture department in the School of Theology at Fuller Theological 
Seminary. He also directs the master’s level and DMin programs in youth, 
family, and culture and directs the Student Leadership Project at Fuller. 
Clark has authored or coauthored more than twenty books, including 
Hurt 2.0 and Sticky Faith. He is on the teaching team of Harbor 
Christian Center in Gig Harbor, Washington, is president of ParenTeen 
and Harbor Hope Services, and is the former senior editor of  
YouthWorker Journal.

l

Youth Ministry in the 21st Century
Five Views

Chap Clark, editor

Youth, FAMilY, And culturE

chap clark, series editor

There are many philosophies and strategies that drive today’s youth ministry. To most 
people, they are variations on a single goal: to make faithful disciples of young people. 
However, digging deeper into various programs, books, and concepts reveals substantive 
differences among the approaches. In this multiview work, Chap Clark, one of the leading 
voices in youth ministry today, brings together a diverse group of leaders to present major 
views on youth ministry extant. Contributors and approaches include:

Fernando Arzola Jr. presents the Ecclesial Model of Youth Ministry. The goal is to 
develop a formal teaching strategy as the center of youth ministry nurture and discipleship. 
Arzola (PhD, Fordham University) is dean of the College of Arts and Sciences and associate 
professor of religion at Nyack College. He is the author of several books, including Toward a 
Prophetic Youth Ministry.

Greg Stier presents the Gospel Advancing Ministry Model. The goal is to equip and 
launch teenagers as mature believers invested in peer to peer evangelism ministry. Stier is 
founder and president of Dare 2 Share Ministries, which equips teenagers to relationally share 
their faith. A former pastor, church planter, and youth leader, Stier has trained over a million 
teens and youth leaders in the last twenty years and is the author of fifteen books.

Ron Hunter Jr. presents the Family Focused Youth Ministry Model. Based on 
Deuteronomy 6, the goal is to create a discipleship model where parents are the youth pastors 
and the church works alongside and trains them. Hunter is executive director and CEO of 
Randall House, publisher of D6 curriculum, and serves as director of the D6 Conference. He 
is currently completing his PhD at Dallas Baptist University and is the coauthor of Toy Box 
Leadership.

Brian Cosby presents the Reformed Youth Ministry Model. The goal is to equip parents 
to raise up children in submission to and under the teaching of ordained church leaders by 
means of the ministry of the Word, prayer, sacraments, service, and gospel community. Cosby 
(PhD, Australian College of Theology) is lead pastor of Wayside Presbyterian Church (PCA) on 
Signal Mountain, Tennessee, and visiting professor of church history at Reformed Theological 
Seminary, Atlanta. He is the author of more than ten books.

Chap Clark presents the Adoption Model of Youth Ministry. The goal is to create an 
environment where every young person knows and experiences being cared for in an almost 
parental way as they prepare to enter into emerging adulthood.

Offering a model of critical thinking and respectful dialogue, this volume provides a 
balanced, irenic approach to a topic with which every church wrestles. It gives readers the 
resources they need to develop their own approach to youth ministry. 
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Divine Sex
A Compelling Vision for Christian Relationships  
in a Hypersexualized Age

Jonathan Grant

Foreword by James K. A. Smith

“This is a book that needed to be written. I pray that it will make its way into the hands 
of not only pastors and parents but also the wide array of those leaders who care for the 
body of Christ in the twenty-first century. It speaks both to those who are single and to 
those who are married. And it is a must-read for anyone working with young people 
today; it should be read by youth pastors and university chaplains as well as by student-
life divisions at Christian colleges and universities. Absorbing Grant’s insight, analysis, 
and constructive argument should not only deepen how we are talking about sex and 
discipleship; it should also give us new intentionality about the church as a formative 
community, enabling us to live into a different script that is good news—that our sexual 
lives are hidden with Christ in God.”—James K. A. Smith (from the foreword)

E x c e r p t

Although a number of influential Christian leaders have addressed issues relating 
to sexuality, the church has often struggled to perceive and effectively come to terms 
with the significant mis-formation of the “self” that occurs within the (post)modern 
world. The common approach of teaching people to live according to Scripture, without 
giving due attention to the formative influence of our cultural context, unwittingly and 
ironically succumbs to the modern illusion that we can choose our own reality, largely 
free from external influences. This myopic approach to cultural formation runs the risk of 
incorporating secular assumptions about human identity into our models of discipleship. 
Although this may be unintentional, it undermines the formation of mature Christians 
who are able to sustain sexual practices that are faithful to the Christian vision of life. . . .

Christian leaders tend to use the Bible as their exclusive source for framing Christian 
speaking and living. Yet only through a kind of “thick description” of our present 
circumstances, being attentive to both the world and the church, can we deeply 
understand the hope of the gospel in redefining and reforming the self within our 
complex times. Understanding the nature of the modern self has enormous significance 
for spiritual leaders because it cuts to the heart of Christian identity and mission within 
our culture. Is Christian identity being formed by the church, or is it being formed by the 
culture at large? Only once we get to the root of this issue can we effectively pursue the 
task of allowing God to reshape people in the gospel.

July 2015 • 208 pp. • paper • $17.99 • 978-1-58743-369-6
Christianity and Culture, Ethics, Practical Theology/Church Life, 

Spirituality/Spiritual Formation, Youth Ministry
ebook available

Jonathan Grant (ThM, Regent College, Vancouver) is the 
leader of St. Paul’s Symonds Street, one of the largest Anglican 
congregations in Australasia, located in the heart of the city of 
Auckland, New Zealand. After beginning his career in law and 
investment banking, Grant pursued ordination training in the 

Church of England, serving in pastoral ministry at St. Mary’s 
Bryanston Square, London.
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Darkness Is My Only Companion
A Christian Response to Mental Illness, rev. and exp. ed.

Kathryn Greene-McCreight

Foreword by Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury

Darkness is my only companion. The words of the psalmist rang hauntingly true 
for Kathryn Greene-McCreight when she was in the depths of her mental illness. In 
this brave and compassionate book, she confronts the difficult questions raised by her 
struggle with bipolar disorder. Does God send this suffering? Why, if I am a Christian, 
can I not rejoice? What is happening to my soul? With brutal honesty, she tackles often 
avoided topics such as suicide, mental hospitals, and electroconvulsive therapy.  
Greene-McCreight offers the reader everything from poignant and raw glimpses into the 
mind of a mentally ill person to practical and forthright advice for their friends, family, 
and clergy.

The first edition has been recognized as one of the finest books on the subject.  
This thoroughly revised edition incorporates updated research and adds anecdotal and 
pastoral commentary. It also includes a new foreword by the current Archbishop of 
Canterbury and a new afterword by the author.

P r a i s e  f o r  t h e  F i r s t  E d i t i o n

One of Publishers Weekly’s Top Ten Religion Books of the Year for 2006

“By means of personal story, theological reflection, and practical suggestions for 
caregivers, Greene-McCreight takes readers into her mind as she plunges from frantic 
ecstasy . . . to profound despair. . . . With firm but never facile faith, she offers hope 
to Christians with mental illness and understanding to those who live and work with 
them.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review)

“[A] sensitive and profound work. . . . All of [Greene-McCreight’s] observations are 
grounded in Scripture and the Christian tradition, and offer hope and help to the 
increasing number of Christians who recognize that her story is theirs as well.” 
—L. P. Fairfield, Touchstone

“Theologically sound and medically astute, this is a safe guide for those who battle the 
darkness of mental illness and for those who care about them. . . . Greene-McCreight, 
an Episcopal priest, does what is so desperately needed in our therapeutic society—she 
practices psychotherapy under the authority of Scripture.”—Robertson McQuilkin, 
Christianity Today

“Greene-McCreight offers the church a generous gift with this book of facts and faith, 
pain and hope, and powerful witness to the presence of God, even and especially in the 
depths of darkness.”—Margaret B. Adam, Anglican Theological Review

“This book is to be recommended. . . . [It offers] great insight into a believer’s struggle 
with mental illness.”—Susan J. Dunlap, Interpretation

June 2015 • 208 pp. • paper • $18.99 • 978-1-58743-372-6
Psychology/Counseling, Spirituality/Spiritual Formation, Theology

ebook available

Kathryn Greene-McCreight (PhD, Yale University) is associate 
chaplain at The Episcopal Church at Yale and the author of several 
books, including Ad Litteram: How Augustine, Calvin, and Barth 
Read the Plain Sense of Genesis 1–3 and Feminist Reconstructions 
of Christian Doctrine: A Narrative Analysis and Appraisal. She also 
serves on the board of the Elm City Chapter of NAMI (National Alliance 
on Mental Illness) and on the Patient and Family Advisory Council of 
Yale-New Haven Psychiatric Hospital.
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Praying with Paul
A Call to Spiritual Reformation, 2nd ed.

D. A. Carson

Renowned New Testament scholar D. A. Carson calls believers to reject superficiality 
and revolutionize their lives by embracing a God-guided approach to prayer. The 
second edition has been updated to connect more effectively with contemporary 
readers. A study guide, DVD, and leader’s kit are available through The Gospel Coalition 
(thegospelcoalition.org).

P r a i s e  f o r  t h e  F i r s t  E d i t i o n

“A manifesto for profound, other-centered, God-guided praying. Such prayer is not caught 
up in the tyranny of the urgent but the urgency of the eternal.”—John R. Throop, 
Christianity Today

“[This book] provides an excellent balance of biblical exposition, theological reflection, 
and practical advice on prayer. . . . The greatest need for churches today is not education, 
evangelism, or programs but a deeper knowledge of God. The book contributes to filling 
that need by assisting those who read it to a fuller life of prayer.”—Mark A. Seifrid, 
Review and Expositor

“The reader is guided, gently yet persuasively, towards a reformation in personal dealings 
with God. This excellent and timely book can be heartily commended.”—Edward 
Donnelly, The Banner of Truth

“[This] is a book with rich insights, both exegetical and pastoral, and should be read by 
all those desiring to improve their prayer life, or more importantly those who desire that 
their prayers might conform to the pattern that God has provided in the apostle Paul.” 
—Glenn N. Davies, Reformed Theological Review

C o n t e n t s
  Introduction: Neglected Prayer
 1.  Lessons from the School of Prayer
 2.  The Framework of Prayer: 2 Thessalonians 1:3–12
 3.  Worthy Petitions: 2 Thessalonians 1:1–12
 4.  Praying for Others
 5.  A Passion for People: 1 Thessalonians 3:9–13
 6.  The Content of a Challenging Prayer: Colossians 1:9–14
 7.  Excuses for Not Praying
 8.  Overcoming the Hurdles: Philippians 1:9–11
 9.  A Sovereign and Personal God
 10.  Praying to the Sovereign God: Ephesians 1:15–23
 11.  Praying for Power: Ephesians 3:14–21
 12.  Praying for Ministry: Romans 15:14–33
  Afterword: A Prayer for Spiritual Reformation
  Indexes

Now Available • 232 pp. • paper • $17.99 • 978-0-8010-9710-2
Pauline Studies, Spirituality/Spiritual Formation

Previously published as A Call to Spiritual Reformation
ebook available

D. A. Carson (PhD, University of Cambridge) is research professor 
 of New Testament at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School. He is the 

author or editor of more than fifty books, including Commentary on 
the New Testament Use of the Old Testament, The God Who Is There, 
and How Long, O Lord? Carson is one of the founders of The Gospel 

Coalition and is an active guest lecturer in academic and church settings 
around the world.
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Kingdom Conspiracy
Returning to the Radical Mission of the Local 
Church
scot Mcknight

“Kingdom Conspiracy is one of the most important and 
timeliest works to be written in recent years. McKnight brings 
much-needed clarity to what ‘kingdom of God’ means—and 
doesn’t mean—and how it relates to the church and its 
mission. This is a book that needs to be read by everyone—
scholars and laypeople alike—who wants to understand and 
consistently live out what it means to be a follower of King 
Jesus.”—Gregory A. Boyd, Woodland Hills Church,  
St. Paul, Minnesota; author of Repenting of Religion and 
Benefit of the Doubt

“Evoking ‘kingdom’ language has become the new vogue 
among missional communities—almost as in vogue as the 
word ‘missional’ itself. With prescient analysis and pastoral 
insight, Scot McKnight succeeds in providing a scriptural and 
theological text for those who have heard the word so often 
but failed to think through its meaning.”—Soong-Chan 
Rah, North Park Theological Seminary; author of The Next 
Evangelicalism

Scot McKnight (PhD, University of 
Nottingham), professor of New Testament 
at Northern Seminary, is a world-renowned 
scholar, writer, and speaker. He is the author or 
editor of fifty books and his blog, Jesus Creed, 
is one of the most popular and influential 
evangelical blogs.
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The Justice Calling
Where Passion Meets Perseverance
bethany hanke hoang and kristen deede Johnson

Over the past decade, justice movements have been 
growing to abolish labor slavery, end sex trafficking, 
fight for those who suffer violent oppression, and 
address the grinding poverty that is inextricable to the 
utter vulnerability of the poor. Evangelical interest, in 
particular, has been on the rise. But reactions can all 
too easily range from impulsive fits of activism without 
true understanding to paralyzing despair. In The Justice 
Calling, two authors with firsthand experience in the 
justice movement encourage readers to ground their 
call to justice in sound biblical and theological teaching 
as they engage with the most critical global needs of 
our time. The authors connect justice to Scripture, the 
character of God, and the long traditions and practices 
of the church so that passion meets perseverance and 
justice becomes an enduring and integrated part of our 
life and faith.

Bethany Hanke Hoang (MDiv, Princeton 
Theological Seminary) is the director of the 
Institute for Biblical Justice at International 
Justice Mission (IJM) in Washington, DC, a 
human rights agency. She regularly speaks 
on behalf of IJM. Kristen Deede Johnson 
(PhD, University of St. Andrews) is associate 
professor of theology and Christian formation 
at Western Theological Seminary in Holland, 
Michigan.
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David G. Benner (PhD, York University; 
postdoctoral studies, Chicago Institute of 
Psychoanalysis) is an internationally known 
depth psychologist, spiritual guide, and 
personal transformation coach. He is a faculty 
member of The Rohr Institute’s Living School 
for Action and Contemplation, where he serves 
as a master teacher, and has authored or edited 
more than twenty books.
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The Drama of Living
Becoming Wise in the Spirit
david f. ford

“This is a tour de force. We all take part in the drama of 
living, and Ford’s wisdom shapes our engagement with 
its depths and fullness. This extraordinary book draws on 
the riches of his own experience, contemporary poetry, 
and the mysterious Gospel of John. It both explores the 
complexities of daily life and inspires wise and creative 
responses.”—Micheal O’Siadhail, award-winning 
poet

“David Ford here combines a treatise in individual and 
social anthropology with a reading of the Fourth Gospel 
in order to assist us while we join him in the ‘search 
for wisdom in the drama of living.’ The interweavings 
among the themes are further strengthened by 
frequent citations in verse from the Irish poet Micheal 
O’Siadhail. Altogether this is a book that may properly 
engage the attention of theological and humanistic 
readers alike.”—Geoffrey Wainwright, Duke 
University

David F. Ford (PhD, University of 
Cambridge) is Regius Professor of Divinity and 
director of the Cambridge Inter-Faith Program 
at the University of Cambridge. He is also a 
Fellow of Selwyn College and the author or 
editor of more than fifteen books, including 
The Shape of Living.
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Presence and Encounter
The Sacramental Possibilities of Everyday Life
david g. benner

foreword by richard rohr, ofM

“With his trademark blend of scholarship and accessibility, 
psychological insight and spiritual depth, David Benner has done 
it again. Presence and Encounter goes to the heart of spiritual 
formation and direction—awareness of Divine Presence. 
Whether in Eucharist or casual encounter, it is awakening to 
Presence that makes encounter possible.”—Gary W. Moon, 
Martin Institute and Dallas Willard Center, Westmont College; 
author of Apprenticeship with Jesus

“In Presence and Encounter David Benner provides a simple 
but profound guide to experiencing the presence of Christ 
(even in absence) in everyday life. Every day holds sacramental 
possibilities if only we learn by God’s grace to be present and 
to authentically encounter and dialogue with each other and 
with God. I highly recommend it!”—Siang-Yang Tan, 
Fuller Theological Seminary; author of Counseling and 
Psychotherapy: A Christian Perspective

Now Available • 144 pp. • paper • $15.99
978-1-58743-361-0
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Bonhoeffer as Youth Worker
A Theological Vision for Discipleship and Life 
Together
andrew root

“Bonhoeffer as Youth Worker reads like the labor of love 
that it is, introducing Bonhoeffer as a fellow pastor who 
shares your passion for young people’s journey of faith and 
your conviction that Christ’s church should receive youth 
without using them. Andrew Root is at his best here, warmly 
introducing us to an old friend who we didn’t know knew us 
so well.”—Kenda Creasy Dean, Princeton Theological 
Seminary; author of Almost Christian: What the Faith of 
Our Teenagers Is Telling the American Church and A More 
Excellent Way: What Youth Ministry Can Teach Theological 
Education If We Let It

“I read everything Andy Root writes, and I hope you do the 
same. Andy sheds new light on one of my theological heroes, 
illuminating Bonhoeffer’s timeless power to shape your 
understanding of both ministry and our faith itself.”—Kara 
Powell, Fuller Youth Institute, Fuller Theological Seminary

“Root makes a thoughtful and compelling contribution both 
to Bonhoeffer studies and youth ministry.”—Publishers 
Weekly Now Available • 224 pp. • paper • $19.99

978-0-8010-4905-7
Youth Ministry, Theology, Practical Theology/Church Life

ebook available

Andrew Root (PhD, Princeton Theological 
Seminary) is Carrie Olson Baalson Chair of 
Youth and Family Ministry at Luther Seminary. 
He is the author of numerous youth ministry 
books, including The Children of Divorce, and 
the coauthor (with Kenda Creasy Dean) of The 
Theological Turn in Youth Ministry.

A l s o  o f  I n t e r e s t

the Children  
of diVorCe
the loSS of faMily  
aS the loSS of being

Andrew Root
192 pp. • paper • $20.00
978-0-8010-3914-0
ebook available

CUltUral intelligenCe
iMProving your cQ to engage 
our Multicultural world

David A. Livermore
288 pp. • paper • $24.99
978-0-8010-3589-0
ebook available

Rejoicing in Lament
Wrestling with Incurable Cancer and Life  
in Christ
J. todd billings 

“Courageous, revealing, sometimes raw—this book reminds 
us that lament is an act of faith and that faith is a communal 
treasure. Billings’s testimony is that love is stronger than 
death. Unforgettable!”—Cornelius Plantinga Jr., author 
of Engaging God’s World

“Weaving theological and scriptural reflection throughout the 
narrative of his struggle with cancer, Todd Billings gracefully 
models how to read one’s life in light of Scripture and Scripture 
in light of one’s life. Here there is no simplistic moralizing but 
a persistently questing witness to a God who is present in the 
midst of life-changing sorrow. To read with Todd is to join him 
in struggle and faith, doubt and hope, lament and praise.” 
—Marianne Meye Thompson, Fuller Theological 
Seminary

“Rejoicing in Lament is a profound witness to the gospel.  
I can hardly find words to express its intelligence, honesty,  
and richness.”—Gerald L. Sittser, Whitworth University;  
author of A Grace Disguised and A Grace Revealed

Now Available • 224 pp. • paper • $18.99
978-1-58743-358-0
Practical Theology/Church Life, Spirituality/Spiritual Formation, 
Theology, Psychology/Counseling

ebook available

J. Todd Billings (ThD, Harvard University 
Divinity School) is Gordon H. Girod Research 
Professor of Reformed Theology at Western 
Theological Seminary in Holland, Michigan. 
He is the author of several books, including 
the Christianity Today Book Award Winner 
Union with Christ and Calvin, Participation, 
and the Gift, winner of a 2009 John 
Templeton Award for Theological Promise.

A l s o  o f  I n t e r e s t

Union With Christ
refraMing theology and 
MiniStry for the church

J. Todd Billings
192 pp. • paper • $20.00
978-0-8010-3934-8
ebook available

a litUrgy of grief
a PaStoral coMMentary  
on laMentationS

Leslie C. Allen
208 pp. • paper • $22.00
978-0-8010-3960-7
ebook available

l

t



50      For the most complete and updated information on these titles, visit www.bakeracademic.com  |  www.brazospress.com

D

Also of Interest to the Academy

Daniel
ronald W. Pierce

tEAch thE tExt coMMEntArY sEriEs

Mark l. strauss and John h. Walton, series editors

August 2015 • 240 pp. • cloth • $29.99 • 978-0-8010-9213-8 
Commentaries, Prophets

ebook available

Ronald W. Pierce (PhD, Fuller Theological Seminary) is professor of biblical 
and theological studies at Talbot School of Theology, Biola University. He has 
led numerous academic study tours to Israel and Palestine and is the author of 
many articles and books.

Psalms, vol. 1
Psalms 1–72
C. hassell bullock

tEAch thE tExt coMMEntArY sEriEs

Mark l. strauss and John h. Walton, series editors

August 2015 • 608 pp. • cloth • $49.99 • 978-0-8010-9197-1
Commentaries, Wisdom/Poetry

ebook available

C. Hassell Bullock (PhD, Hebrew Union College) is Franklin S. Dyrness Professor 
Emeritus of Biblical Studies at Wheaton College. He is the author of An Introduction to 
the Old Testament Poetic Books and Encountering the Book of Psalms.

Te a c h  t h e  Te x t  C o m m e n t a r y  S e r i e s

“Few commentaries help the reader move beyond study to thoughtful 
application, and fewer still move beyond application to teaching. That’s why I 
am thrilled with the Teach the Text Commentary Series. Pastors and teachers 
are going to love this series. I highly recommend it.”—George H. Guthrie, 
Union University

“Teach the Text is the kind of commentary I have wanted for a long time. It 
deals with the kinds of questions that busy pastors have to ask and answer in 
order to preach the Scriptures every week. I commend it to those of you who are 
in that kind of ministry.”—Haddon Robinson, Gordon-Conwell Theological 
Seminary

N o w  A v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  S e r i e s

1 & 2 Samuel
Robert B. Chisholm Jr.
978-0-8010-9225-1
352 pp. • $39.99c
ebook available

Job
Daniel J. Estes
978-0-8010-9206-0
288 pp. • $29.99c
ebook available

Ecclesiastes  
and Song of Songs
Edward M. Curtis
978-0-8010-9223-7
192 pp. • $29.99c
ebook available

Mark
Grant R. Osborne
978-0-8010-9219-0
352 pp. • $39.99c
ebook available

Luke
R. T. France
978-0-8010-9235-0
416 pp. • $39.99c
ebook available

Romans
C. Marvin Pate
978-0-8010-9221-3
368 pp. • $39.99c
ebook available

1 Corinthians
Preben Vang
978-0-8010-9234-3
272 pp. • $29.99c
ebook available

Revelation
J. Scott Duvall
978-0-8010-9220-6
352 pp. • $39.99c
ebook available



Also of Interest to the Academy
Matthew
Jeannine k. brown

tEAch thE tExt coMMEntArY sEriEs

Mark l. strauss and John h. Walton,  
series editors

“Jeannine Brown is an excellent selection to write this 
commentary on the Gospel of Matthew. Her widely 
respected scholarly expertise in Matthean studies is 
combined with experienced teaching skills to provide 
sound commentary and guidance for readers who want 
to understand and communicate in a profound yet 
practical way the treasures of the Gospel of Matthew. An 
outstanding contribution.”—Michael J. Wilkins, 
Talbot School of Theology, Biola University

“[Brown offers] expert assistance on understanding 
Matthew’s Gospel for teaching and preaching. The 
strength of this commentary is its attunement to the 
story Matthew tells, its concise summaries of sections, 
brief discussions of the key exegetical and theological 
elements, and suggestive prompts for communicating 
the message today. Matthew roots the story of Jesus told 
by the First Evangelist in its first-century context but, 
more importantly and uniquely, provides clear guidance 
for biblical communicators to imagine how to embody 
the story anew in the twenty-first-century church.” 
—Joel Willitts, North Park University

April 2015 • 352 pp. • cloth • $39.99
978-0-8010-9218-3
Commentaries, Gospels/Acts

ebook available

Jeannine K. Brown (PhD, Luther 
Seminary) is professor of New Testament 
at Bethel Seminary in San Diego. She is 
the author or editor of numerous books 
and articles, including Scripture as 
Communication, Becoming Whole and 
Holy, and The Dictionary of Jesus and the 
Gospels (2nd ed.).

A l s o  b y  t h e  A u t h o r

sCriPtUre as 
CoMMUniCation
introducing biblical 
herMeneuticS

Jeannine K. Brown
320 pp. • paper • $29.99
978-0-8010-2788-8
ebook available

beCoMing Whole  
and holy
an integrative converSation 
about chriStian forMation

Jeannine K. Brown, Carla 
M. Dahl, and Wyndy Corbin 
Reuschling
214 pp. • paper • $25.00
978-0-8010-3925-6
ebook available

The Irresistible Community
An Invitation to Life Together
bill donahue

foreword by henry Cloud

Jesus created an “irresistible community” with his 
disciples—a deep, life-changing community marked 
by grace and unconditional love. Using the upper-room 
narrative and engaging stories, Bill Donahue shows 
readers how to build enduring relationships and vibrant 
communities where everyone finds a place to belong, live 
fully in the truth, and serve others with joy. This book will 
appeal to church leaders looking for a biblical model for 
healthy communities and all who desire intimacy with God.

August 2015 • 256 pp. • paper • $14.99
978-0-8010-1709-4 
Practical Theology/Church Life, Spirituality/Spiritual 
Formation

ebook available

Bill Donahue (PhD, University of North 
Texas) is associate professor of pastoral 
theology at Trinity International University 
and the author of more than a dozen books. He 
is former director of leadership development 
and group life for the Willow Creek 
Community Church and Association.
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