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Advocating for Justice
An Evangelical Vision for Transforming Systems  
and Structures
Stephen Offutt, F. David Bronkema,  
Krisanne Vaillancourt Murphy, Robb Davis, 
and Gregg Okesson

Christians are increasingly interested in justice issues. Relief and 
development work are important, but beyond that is a need for 
advocacy. Advocating for Justice shows how transforming systems and 
structures results in lasting change, providing theological rationale and 
strategies of action for evangelicals passionate about justice. Each of 
the authors contributes both academic expertise and extensive practical 
experience to help readers debate, discuss, and discern more fully the 
call to evangelical advocacy. They also guide readers into prayerful, 
faithful, and wise processes of advocacy, especially in relation to 
addressing poverty.

Contents
PaRt 1: the PROBleM DeFineD

1. An Evangelical Approach to Advocacy: Definitions and Underpinnings
2. Transformational Advocacy: Past Foundations, Current Challenges, and New 

Frontiers for Evangelical Action

PaRt 2: an eVanGelical theOlOGy OF aDVOcacy

3. Theology of Advocacy: God, Power, and Advocacy
4. Transformational Advocacy and Power: The State and Social Institutions
5. The Practice of Transformational Advocacy: The Role of the Church

PaRt 3: an eVanGelical PRactice OF aDVOcacy

6. Transformational Advocacy Practice: Witness of the Local and Global Church  
and the Parachurch

7. Challenges and Tensions in Transformational Advocacy and Steps  
for Overcoming Them
Conclusion
Appendix
Index
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professor of development studies at Asbury 
Theological Seminary.

F. David Bronkema (PhD, Yale University) is chair 
of the School of Leadership and Development at 
Eastern University’s Campolo College for Graduate 
and Professional Studies.

Krisanne Vaillancourt Murphy (ThM, Weston Jesuit 
School of Theology) is associate for evangelical 
church relations at Bread for the World.

Robb Davis (PhD, Johns Hopkins University) is 
a council member of Davis City Council in Davis, 
California.

Gregg okesson (PhD, University of Leeds) is dean of 
the E. Stanley Jones School of World Mission and 
Evangelism at Asbury Theological Seminary.

June 2016

256 pp. · paper · $22.99

978-0-8010-9765-2

Public Affairs, Ethics

a ebook available

Also oF InteRest

SeRVinG GOD 
GlOBally
Finding Your Place 
in International 
Development

Roland Hoksbergen

240 pp. · paper · $22.00

978-0-8010-3984-3

ebook available

WaR anD the 
aMeRican 
DiFFeRence
Theological Reflections 
on Violence and National 
Identity

Stanley Hauerwas

208 pp. · paper · $22.00

978-0-8010-3929-4

ebook available

the POliticS OF 
DiSciPleShiP
Becoming Postmaterial 
Citizens

Graham Ward

320 pp. · paper · $28.00

978-0-8010-3158-8

EU rights: SCM-Canterbury Press

ebook available

the ecOnOMy OF 
DeSiRe
Christianity and 
Capitalism in a 
Postmodern World

Daniel M. Bell Jr.

224 pp. · paper · $22.00

978-0-8010-3573-9

ebook available



For the most complete and updated information on these titles, visit www.bakeracademic.com  |  www.brazospress.com 39

I

Intercultural StudIeS

Why Study Religion?
Understanding Humanity’s Pursuit of the Divine
terry c. Muck

This brief primer explains why Christian students should study 
religion, how they should go about it, and why it is important in our 
contemporary, pluralistic context. Terry Muck, who has been a scholar 
of religion for over thirty-five years, introduces the discipline and 
explains how the study of religion can be approached by Christian 
students. He explores the contemporary significance of studying religion 
in a complex, multicultural world, which requires engaged Christians 
to develop an understanding of other religions and religious movements 
along with their adherents. Muck concludes by addressing the skills and 
perspectives students must bring to the study of religion in the twenty-
first century.

Why Study Religion? explores how committed Christians can be excellent 
“objective” students of religion, active and accepted in the academic 
guilds of religious studies scholarship without shortchanging their own 
deeply held religious beliefs. Written in accessible prose suitable for 
undergraduates, it can be used to supplement any standard religion 
textbook in an introductory religion course.

Contents
Introduction

PaRt 1: Why?

1. The Study of Religion
2. The Student of Religion

PaRt 2: Why nOW?

3. Changing Societies: Radical Differentiation
4. Complex Individuals: Hybrid Personalities
5. Clashing Religions: Contestation, Consilience, Confession

PaRt 3: hOW?

6. The Scholarly Skills: Studying Texts, Collecting Ethnographic Data,  
Comparing and Contrasting

7. Perspectival Objectivity: From Premodern to Modern to Postmodern
8. New Trajectories for the Study of Religion

Conclusion
Appendix 1: Classic Books in the Study of Religion
Appendix 2: Classic Essays in the Study of Religion
Appendix 3: Categorizing Religious Traditions—An Assignment
Appendix 4: Twelve Guidelines for the Study of Religion
Index
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terry C. Muck (PhD, Northwestern University) has 
been a religious studies scholar for more than 
thirty-five years. Prior to his retirement, he served 
as executive director of the Louisville Institute 
after teaching many years at Austin Presbyterian 
Seminary and Asbury Theological Seminary. 
Muck has authored or edited numerous books, 
including Christianity Encountering World Religions, 
Handbook of Religion, and Ministry and Theology 
in Global Perspective: Contemporary Challenges 
for the Church. He is cofounder and president of 
the Society for Buddhist Christian Studies and has 
been the lead writer for three Christian interfaith 
statements.
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832 pp. · cloth · $44.99
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ebook available
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The Practice of Mission in 
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Terry C. Muck and 
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416 pp. · paper · $30.00
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ebook available
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Gary R. Corwin, and 
Gary B. McGee

336 pp. · cloth · $39.99
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ebook available
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A Historian’s Discovery of 
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224 pp. · paper · $19.99
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ebook available
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Ministering Cross-Culturally
A Model for Effective Personal Relationships, 3rd ed.
Sherwood G. lingenfelter  
and Marvin K. Mayers

This model for effective personal relationships in a multicultural and 
multiethnic world has proven successful for many. On the occasion of 
its thirtieth anniversary, this contemporary classic has been thoroughly 
updated to reflect Sherwood Lingenfelter’s mature thinking on the 
topic and to communicate with modern readers, helping them minister 
more effectively to people of different cultural and social backgrounds. 
An accompanying interactive questionnaire, designed to help students 
reflect on their own cultural values, is available online through Baker 
Academic’s Textbook eSources.

PRAIse FoR the PReVIous eDItIon
“With vivid insight, lively narrative, and down-to-earth practicality, 

this book, by leading Christian anthropologists, is essential reading 
for anyone interested in ministering cross-culturally.”—Robert Priest, 
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School

“The model of basic values outlined in Ministering Cross-Culturally 
is one of the clearest and most helpful anthropological tools ever created 
for Christian workers. I have used this text for years in the preparation 
of undergraduate and graduate students for cross-cultural service, and 
it remains a student favorite.”—Murray Decker, School of Intercultural 
Studies, Biola University

“A very helpful book that provides guiding principles for cross 
cultural life. . . . The book can be used as a text for an introductory 
course at the college and seminary level. It can also provide basic 
evangelical anthropological insights to lay persons, pastoral leaders, and 
missionaries interested in ministering to persons of other cultures, both 
at home or abroad.”—David F. D’amico, Review and Expositor

“This book superbly accomplishes its objective, which is to help 
readers gain a deeper understanding of themselves and the people 
around them in order to communicate the gospel and its ramifications. 
Ministering Cross-Culturally is a helpful resource for all who minister.” 
—Octavio J. esqueda, Southwestern Journal of Theology

“Christians who minister cross-culturally or hope to do so in the 
future should read this book. . . . Ministering Cross-Culturally will help 
many missionaries on the foreign mission fields to navigate through the 
tensions they face as they try to adapt to a host culture. However, this book 
will also be beneficial for students of missions because it will prepare them 
for cross-cultural relationships.”—Josef Solc, Faith and Mission

sherwood G. lingenfelter (PhD, University of 
Pittsburgh) is provost emeritus and senior professor 
of anthropology at Fuller Theological Seminary. 
He is the author of Transforming Culture, Agents 
of Transformation, Leading Cross-Culturally, 
and Teaching Cross-Culturally (with Judith E. 
Lingenfelter) as well as several volumes on 
anthropology.

Marvin K. Mayers (1927–2015; PhD, University of 
Chicago) founded the Cook School of Intercultural 
Studies at Biola University, where he taught for 
many years. A faculty chair of Applied Anthropology 
was named in his honor at the Graduate Institute of 
Applied Linguistics (GIAL).
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ebook available

teachinG cROSS-
cultuRally
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for Learning and Teaching

Judith E. Lingenfelter 
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144 pp. · paper · $18.00
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Joyful Witness in the Muslim World
Sharing the Gospel in Everyday Encounters
evelyne a. Reisacher
MISSION IN GLOBAL COMMUNITy
Scott W. Sunquist and Amos yong, series editors

This up-to-date textbook features global perspectives on current 
Christian engagement with Islam, equipping readers for mission among 
Muslims. Evelyne Reisacher, who has worked extensively with Muslims 
in Europe, helps readers move from fear to joy as they share the gospel 
with Muslims. Reisacher surveys areas where Muslims and Christians 
encounter one another in the twenty-first century, highlighting 
innovative models of Christian witness in everyday life. Drawing on 
insights from global Christianity, this survey takes account of diverse 
conceptions of Muslim-Christian relations. Joyful Witness in the Muslim 
World may surprise those who believe mission among Muslims is nearly 
impossible.

Contents
Introduction

1. Toward Joyful Witness
2. Muslim-Christian Attachment
3. Connecting with iMuslims
4. A Joyful Witness through the Arts
5. Thinking Green in Sharing the Gospel
6. Caring for the Needy
7. Meeting Muslim Urbanites
8. Theological Conversations

Conclusion
Index

ABout the seRIes
This is the first book in the Mission in Global Community series, which 
reframes missiological themes and studies for students around the 
common theme of mission as partnership with others. Series authors 
draw upon their own global experiences and those of their global 
colleagues to illumine present realities and chart a course into the 
future. Series editors are Scott W. Sunquist and Amos Yong.
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evelyne A. Reisacher (PhD, Fuller Theological 
Seminary) is associate professor of Islamic 
studies and intercultural relations in the School of 
Intercultural Studies at Fuller Theological Seminary, 
where she has taught for fifteen years. She spent 
over a decade in leadership in L’Ami, a Paris-based 
Christian organization, facilitating relationships 
between churches and North African immigrants 
and developing courses, teaching tools, and 
seminars for sharing the gospel cross-culturally. 
She has trained Christian leaders and church 
members in Europe, North Africa, the Middle East, 
and Southeast Asia.
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288 pp. · paper · $29.99
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claiMinG 
aBRahaM
Reading the Bible and the 
Qur’an Side by Side

Michael Lodahl

238 pp. · paper · $24.00

978-1-58743-239-2

ebook available

encOunteRinG 
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anD WORK
Preparing for Intercultural 
Ministry

Tom Steffen and Lois 
McKinney Douglas
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Douglas Jacobsen (PhD, University of 
Chicago) is distinguished professor of church 
history and theology at Messiah College. He 
is the author, coauthor, or editor of ten books, 
including The World’s Christians: Who They 
Are, Where They Are, and How They Got 
There and Gracious Christianity.
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Global Gospel
An Introduction to Christianity  
on Five Continents
Douglas Jacobsen

“Douglas Jacobsen has provided a succinct, well-

organized, and clearly written historical account 

of contemporary Christianity as a truly global 

religion. Broad coverage of geographical regions 

and theological traditions—including very helpful 

graphs, charts, and bibliography—underscores the 

book’s emphasis on diversity. For a Christian world 

that is continuing to change with unprecedented 

speed, Global Gospel offers unusually perceptive 

guidance.”—Mark a. noll, University of Notre 

Dame; author of Turning Points: Decisive Moments in 

the History of Christianity

“What sets Global Gospel apart from other world  

Christianity textbooks is its masterful interweaving  

of historical narrative and theological analysis;  

helpful inclusion of figures, sidebars, and 

demographic data and trends; and expert 

deployment of primary sources and the best 

scholarship in the field. It provides teachers an 

invaluable resource to frame their lectures and 

spur discussion. Students will be informed, 

initiated, and inspired. We are all indebted to 

Douglas Jacobsen.”—amos yong, author of 

Renewing Christian Theology: Systematics for a 

Global Christianity  

GRaciOuS 
chRiStianity
Living the Love We Profess

Douglas Jacobsen and 
Rodney J. Sawatsky

144 pp. · paper · $15.00
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FaMilieS
Christians Embracing 
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240 pp. · paper · $22.99

978-0-8010-4957-6
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World Religions
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Introducing World  
Religions
A Christian Engagement
charles e. Farhadian

“This volume is a teacher’s dream. It explains 

theories of religion in accessible language, 

describes the practices and beliefs of major 

religions, includes numerous photos and charts 

to hold student interest, and exhibits a fine 

balance between detail and overview. Charles 

Farhadian has written an excellent introduction 

to world religions for the undergraduate Christian 

perspective. It will remain a textbook of choice 

for years to come.”—Dana l. Robert, Boston 

University; author of Christian Mission: How 

Christianity Became a World Religion

“Lushness of illustration aside—and there’s plenty 

of that!—what Introducing World Religions does 

best is to illustrate in the person of the author 

himself a model for ‘Christian engagement’ with 

the world’s religions, old and new. Exemplifying 

how to be both grounded and open, Farhadian 

wants us to learn about the religions so that 

we can learn from them and with them as well. 

The author’s ‘Christian Reflections’ will prove 

meaningful to Christians of all persuasions.” 

—Richard Fox young, Princeton Theological 

Seminary

chRiStianity 
anD ReliGiOuS 
DiVeRSity
Clarifying Christian 
Commitments in a 
Globalizing Age

Harold A. Netland

304 pp. · paper · $24.99

978-0-8010-3857-0

ebook available

encOunteRinG 
theOlOGy OF 
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Biblical Foundations, 
Historical Developments, 
and Contemporary Issues

Craig Ott and Stephen J. 
Strauss with Timothy C. 
Tennent

416 pp. · paper · $29.99

978-0-8010-2662-1

ebook available

Charles e. Farhadian (PhD, Boston University) 
is professor of world religions and Christian 
mission at Westmont College. He is the editor 
of Introducing World Christianity and Christian 
Worship Worldwide and coeditor of The 
Oxford Handbook of Religious Conversion.
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The Music Architect
Blueprints for Engaging Worshipers in Song
constance M. cherry

Leading worship expert Constance Cherry offers comprehensive 
guidance to Christian leaders seeking a deeper, richer way to employ 
worship music in engaging ways for twenty-first-century worshipers. 
Instead of worship being driven by the pursuit of fast-changing musical 
styles, says Cherry, leaders should pursue a musical language that helps 
to facilitate a worshipful conversation between God and people. This 
work helps Christian leaders think theologically and act pastorally 
about worship music in their churches. It addresses larger issues beyond 
the surface struggles of musical styles and provides tools to critically 
evaluate worship songs.

The Music Architect is applicable to all Christian traditions and worship 
styles and is well suited to both the classroom and the local church—
serving as a welcome resource for not only musicians but also pastors 
and other church leaders. Each chapter concludes with suggested 
practical exercises, recommended reading, and basic vocabulary terms.

Contents
Prelude

1. Becoming a Pastoral Musician
2. Pouring the Footing: God-Focused Song
3. Laying the Foundations: Music’s Role in Worship
4. Selecting Songs for the Movements of Worship: Creating Logical Flow
5. Evaluating Worship Music: Creating a Canon of Song

Interlude: Introduction to Shorter and Longer Song Forms
6. Maximizing Shorter Song Forms
7. Maximizing Longer Song Forms
8. Discovering the Congregation’s Worship Voice: An Alternative Vision  

for Musical Style
9. Leading Congregational Song: Practical Guidance from the Trenches

10. Participating in Song as the Body of Christ: Helping Worshipers  
to Engage through Singing

11. Forming Disciples through Song: Worship as Spiritual Formation
12. Pursuing Spiritual Leadership through Excellence

Postlude
Appendix A: Assessing your Canon of Song
Appendix B: Antiphon for Congregational Use
Index
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Constance M. Cherry (DMin, Northern Baptist 
Theological Seminary) is professor of worship and 
Christian ministries at Indiana Wesleyan University 
and is on the faculty of the Robert E. Webber 
Institute for Worship Studies, where she has 
taught since its inception. She speaks and teaches 
internationally and is a regular adjunct professor 
at several seminaries. Cherry has also served local 
churches as a minister of music/worship and as a 
United Methodist pastor. She is the author of The 
Worship Architect and The Special Service Worship 
Architect.
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Sacramental Preaching
Sermons on the Hidden Presence of Christ
hans Boersma
Foreword by Eugene H. Peterson

This primer on the ministry of preaching connects reading the Bible 
theologically with preparing and preaching sermons. Leading theologian 
Hans Boersma explains that exegesis involves looking beyond the 
historical and literal meaning of the text to the hidden sacramental 
reality of Christ himself, which enables us to reach the deepest meaning 
of the Scriptures. He provides models for theological sermons along 
with commentary on exegetical and homiletical method and offers 
guidance in placing the focus on Christ in all our reading of the 
Scriptures. Boersma also shows how patristic exegesis is relevant for 
reading the Bible today.

FRoM the FoRewoRD
The pulpit is ever this earth’s foremost part; all the rest comes in its rear; 

the pulpit leads the world. . . . From thence it is the God of breezes fair 

or foul is first invoked for favorable winds. Yes, the world’s a ship on its 

passage out, and not a voyage complete; and the pulpit is its prow.

—Herman Melville, Moby-Dick

I read those words while at university, and they took root in my 
imagination and eventually formed a strong sense of identity of myself 
vocationally as a pastor with a pulpit: Yes, the world’s a ship on its passage 
out, and not a voyage complete; and the pulpit is its prow.

But in the fifty-five years that I have been a pastor, I haven’t had many 
colleagues who share that conviction. What a delight to find a friend  
in Hans Boersma who does, who believes that the “pulpit is its prow” 
and is doing his best to make that believable. This book is evidence  
of his passion.

enDoRseMent
“This is a remarkable recovery of pre-modern preaching for a 

truncated, post-modern world, based on reception exegesis. With 
all the subtle skills of a patristic scholar, Boersma reunites us to ‘the 
communion of the saints’ by the fourfold reading of Scripture. This is 
not ‘a collection of sermons’ but a challenge to inspire deeper historical 
perspectives in pastoral preaching in an ahistorical culture.”—James M. 
houston, Regent College, Vancouver

hans Boersma (PhD, University of Utrecht) is J. I. 
Packer Professor of Theology at Regent College in 
Vancouver. He currently holds the Danforth Visiting 
Chair at St. Louis University (2015–16). Boersma is 
the author of numerous critically acclaimed books, 
including Violence, Hospitality, and the Cross: 
Reappropriating the Atonement Tradition, Nouvelle 
Théologie and Sacramental Ontology: A Return to 
Mystery, and Heavenly Participation: The Weaving 
of a Sacramental Tapestry. He is also coeditor of 
The Oxford Handbook of Sacramental Theology.
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Public Faith in Action
How to Think Carefully, Engage Wisely,  
and Vote with Integrity
Miroslav Volf and Ryan Mcannally-linz

Christian citizens have a responsibility to make political and ethical 
judgments in light of their faith and to participate in the political lives 
of their communities—from their local neighborhoods to the national 
scene. But it can be difficult to discern which candidates to vote for and 
which policies to support. This nonpartisan handbook offers Christians 
practical guidance for thinking through complicated political issues and 
faithfully following Jesus as citizens of their countries. The book focuses 
on enduring Christian commitments that should guide readers in their 
judgments and encourages legitimate debate among Christians over 
how to live out core values. It also includes lists of resources for further 
reflection in each chapter and “room for debate” questions to consider.

Contents
Introduction

PaRt 1: cOMMitMentS

1. Christ the Center and Norm
2. Christ, the Spirit, and Flourishing
3. Reading in Contexts

PaRt 2: cOnVictiOnS

4. Wealth
5. The Environment
6. Education
7. Work and Rest
8. Poverty
9. Borrowing and Lending

10. Marriage and Family
11. New Life
12. Health and Sickness
13. Aging Life
14. Ending Life
15. Migration
16. Policing
17. Punishment
18. War
19. Torture
20. Freedom of Religion (and Irreligion)

PaRt 3: chaRacteR

21. Courage
22. Humility
23. Justice
24. Respect
25. Compassion

Afterword
Index
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Miroslav Volf (DrTheol, University of Tübingen) 
is the Henry B. Wright Professor of Systematic 
Theology at Yale Divinity School and founding 
director of the Yale Center for Faith and Culture. 
He has written more than fifteen books, including 
A Public Faith, Exclusion and Embrace (winner of 
the Grawemeyer Award in Religion and selected 
among the one hundred best religious books of the 
twentieth century by Christianity Today), After Our 
Likeness, and The End of Memory.

Ryan McAnnally-linz, a doctoral candidate in 
religious studies at Yale University, has coauthored 
articles with Miroslav Volf for Sojourners, The 
Christian Century, and The Huffington Post.
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Making All Things New
Inaugurated Eschatology for the Life of the Church
Benjamin l. Gladd and Matthew S. harmon
With an Introductory Chapter by G. K. Beale

“For those who think that biblical theology (especially the teaching 
about inaugurated and consummated eschatology) doesn’t relate to 
daily life and ministry, Gladd and Harmon demonstrate that eschatology 
permeates every aspect of ministry, from prayer to preaching to 
missions. The book is filled with practical suggestions, but what makes 
it unique and powerful is that the practical implications are rooted in 
what the Scriptures teach about eschatology. Readers will be instructed, 
edified, and encouraged.”—thomas R. Schreiner, Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary

“It’s long been repeated that Christians live in the ‘now’ and the 
‘not yet.’ We stand in the middle of an old world dying and a new 
creation already born in our midst through Jesus Christ. How does this 
sense of living between the ages shape our conception of the church, 
pastoring, and ministry? In this book two younger scholars, with the 
assistance of Greg Beale, show what it means to be end-time people. 
They offer some great theological reflections and practical advice on 
how to lead people who are waiting with patience and purpose for 
the day when God is all in all.”—Michael F. Bird, Ridley College, 
Melbourne, Australia

Contents
PaRt 1: theOlOGical FOunDatiOn: GRaSPinG the  

alReaDy–nOt yet

1. The End Starts at the Beginning, by G. K. Beale
2. The Nature of the End-Time Church
3. Life in the Overlap of the Ages

PaRt 2: PaStORal leaDeRShiP: leaDinG GOD’S enD-tiMe FlOcK 

in the alReaDy–nOt yet

4. Feeding the Flock
5. Guarding the Flock
6. Guiding the Flock

PaRt 3: enD-tiMe MiniStRy: SeRVice in the latteR-Day  

teMPle OF GOD

7. Worship: Celebrating the Inaugurated New Covenant
8. Prayer: Pleading for the Consummation of the New-Creational Kingdom
9. Missions: Extending God’s Eschatological Presence to the Ends of the Earth

Conclusion
Indexes
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Matthew s. harmon (PhD, Wheaton College) is 
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Indiana. He is the author of a commentary on 
Philippians and of forthcoming commentaries on 
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Return to Justice
Six Movements That Reignited Our Contemporary 
Evangelical Conscience
Soong-chan Rah and Gary VanderPol

This work explains the important historical context for evangelical 
reengagement with social justice issues. It tells the story of how, in 
just two generations, Bible-believing Christians came to rediscover 
what has always been true: justice is close to the heart of God. The 
authors provide an overview of post–World War II evangelical social 
justice and compassion ministries, introducing key figures and seminal 
organizations that propelled the rediscovery of biblical justice. They 
also explore historical and theological lessons learned and offer a way 
forward for contemporary Christians.

exCeRPt
We in no way offer this book as a comprehensive analysis of the 
evangelical rediscovery of biblical justice. Our goal is simply to 
introduce the reader to a small but vital selection of key figures and 
seminal organizations that propelled the movement forward. . . . 
Nevertheless, we believe that readers from any faith tradition (or none 
at all) who seek a critical, nuanced introduction to post–World War II 
evangelical activism will find just that in the pages that follow.

The heart of our motivation for writing this book lies in the future, 
not the past. We write as actors in an unfolding script. In our roles as 
pastors, professors, activists, and servants, we have learned much from 
the previous two generations of evangelical leaders. In fact, it would not 
be too much to say that our lives have been shaped by them. Our desire 
is not only that those who read this book will encounter solid academic 
history but also that the people and events of the past will help to form 
the next generation. We have observed that oftentimes zealous believers 
with the best intentions rush in to fight the world’s worst injustices; 
unfortunately, they often wind up harming as much as helping. What 
is often lacking is simply the patience (and sometimes the humility) to 
first listen. In essence, this book is an opportunity to hear the voices of 
those who have gone before us so that we can adopt their strengths and 
avoid their struggles.

June 2016
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soong-Chan Rah (DMin, Gordon-Conwell 
Theological Seminary; ThD candidate, Duke 
University) is Milton B. Engebretson Associate 
Professor of Church Growth and Evangelism 
at North Park Theological Seminary. He is a 
sought-after speaker and a major voice on today’s 
evangelical social justice scene. Rah is the author 
of Many Colors: Cultural Intelligence for a Changing 
Church and the influential The Next Evangelicalism. 
He was founding pastor of Cambridge Community 
Fellowship Church, a multiethnic, urban, postmodern 
generation church in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
He serves on the boards of Sojourners, the Christian 
Community Development Association (CCDA), World 
Vision, and the Catalyst Leadership Center.

Gary VanderPol (ThD, Boston University) is senior 
pastor of Church without Walls in Berkeley, 
California, and an adjunct professor at Denver 
Seminary. He previously taught in Costa Rica and 
has fifteen years of missionary experience.
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Kingdom Conspiracy
Returning to the Radical Mission of the Local Church
Scot McKnight

“There is so much talk these days about ‘the kingdom of God,’ and 
yet there is so much confusion about what this phrase even means! This 
is why Kingdom Conspiracy is one of the most important and timeliest 
works to be written in recent years. McKnight brings much-needed 
clarity to what ‘kingdom of God’ means—and doesn’t mean—and 
how it relates to the church and its mission. This is a book that needs 
to be read by everyone—scholars and laypeople alike—who wants to 
understand and consistently live out what it means to be a follower of 
King Jesus.”—Gregory a. Boyd, senior pastor, Woodland Hills Church, 
St. Paul, Minnesota; author of Repenting of Religion and Benefit of the Doubt

“Evoking ‘kingdom’ language has become the new vogue among 
missional communities—almost as in vogue as the word ‘missional’ 
itself. With prescient analysis and pastoral insight, Scot McKnight 
succeeds in providing a scriptural and theological text for those who 
have heard the word so often but failed to think through its meaning. 
McKnight offers a fresh take on the kingdom that will serve as a primer 
for followers of Jesus who seek first the kingdom of God in our own 
context.”—Soong-chan Rah, North Park Theological Seminary; author 
of The Next Evangelicalism

“Unlocking what Jesus meant by ‘the kingdom of God’ is essential 
to our witness to the gospel. If Christians today are going to live in 
the world as the church, we need to understand the message of this 
book.”—Rich Stearns, president, World Vision US; author of Unfinished 
and The Hole in Our Gospel

“In Kingdom Conspiracy, McKnight critiques those of us who 
have reduced the kingdom to social action or personal salvation. He 
then issues an invitation to embrace a kingdom theology rooted in the 
church; it’s as simple as gathering and doing the things the church is 
called to do.”—Sara Barton, Pepperdine University; author of A Woman 
Called: Piecing Together the Ministry Puzzle

“Over the past decade, McKnight . . . has emerged  
as America’s theologian. . . . This is a must-read for church leaders 
today.”—Publishers Weekly

scot McKnight (PhD, University of Nottingham) is 
Julius R. Mantey Professor of New Testament at 
Northern Seminary. He is a world-renowned scholar, 
writer, and speaker whose blog, Jesus Creed, is 
one of the most popular and influential evangelical 
blogs. McKnight is the author or editor of more than 
fifty books, including The Jesus Creed, The Blue 
Parakeet, The King Jesus Gospel, and The Apostle 
Paul and the Christian Life. He is also a canon 
theologian for the Diocese of Churches for the Sake 
of Others.
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The Forgotten Ways
Reactivating Apostolic Movements, 2nd ed.
alan hirsch
Foreword by Ed Stetzer

This fully revised edition of a paradigm-shifting classic is the definitive 
statement of the church as missional movement. Visionary leader, 
educator, and strategist Alan Hirsch offers six proven characteristics 
of thriving churches. The new edition, now updated and revised 
throughout, provides fresh examples of growing churches and reflects 
on the last ten years of the missional movement. It includes charts, 
diagrams, an expanded glossary of terms, and an index.

FRoM the PReFACe
I remain as committed as ever to the belief that movements are the way  
forward, because movements are, in the deepest sense, who we are  
and what we are called to be—that missional movement is what Jesus 
actually intended. It’s our original and originating design. I believe Jesus’s 
explicit example, his unavoidable teaching on the in-breaking kingdom of 
God, his work in establishing the gospel, and the subsequent entrusting  
of these to the movement he initiated commit his people everywhere to 
being more of a permanent revolution than a civil religion that blindly 
defends tradition or conserves a prevailing status quo. . . .

It is my belief, and my experience, that precisely such a shift is going 
on in our time. There are more than enough openhearted leaders who 
know that the game is up for the prevailing forms of church and that 
we face the challenge of crossing an ever-widening chasm of culture and 
establishing a viable beachhead for Jesus-centered Christianity in the 
twenty-first century. I think the deep awareness that so many feel—that 
we are at the end of one road and the beginning of another—is now 
almost universally accepted by our best and brightest. What we tend 
to lack is the right Holy Spirit–inspired imagination to dream up new 
futures for the church. I believe it is the Jesus movement–paradigm that 
provides us with the hope-filled key to the door of transformation . . . 
our own and that of our world.

August 2016
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Alan hirsch is an international speaker and 
the founding director of Forge Mission Training 
Network. He currently co-leads Future Travelers, 
an innovative learning program that helps 
megachurches become missional movements. 
Hirsch is the author or coauthor of numerous books, 
including The Shaping of Things to Come and The 
Forgotten Ways Handbook. He is cofounder and 
adjunct faculty for the MA in missional church 
movements at Wheaton College and an adjunct 
professor at Fuller Theological Seminary and 
George Fox Seminary, among other schools.
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Reviewing Leadership
A Christian Evaluation of Current Approaches, 2nd ed.
Robert J. Banks, Bernice M. ledbetter, and 
David c. Greenhalgh
Foreword by Max De Pree
ENGAGING CULTURE
William A. Dyrness and Robert K. Johnston, series editors

This book offers a comprehensive evaluation of current approaches to 
leadership from a discerning Christian perspective. It is informed by 
both biblical and leadership studies scholarship and interacts with a 
number of popular marketplace writings on leadership. It also evaluates 
exemplary role models of Christian leadership. The second edition has 
been updated and revised throughout.

PRAIse FoR the FIRst eDItIon
Christianity Today 2005 Book Award Winner

“This book is more than a dry bibliography of the literature 
on leadership. The authors have crafted a theological and spiritual 
reflection on leadership for service in the world that is both timely and 
timeless. This is an indispensable guide for those who teach and nurture 
leaders.”—R. Paul Stevens, Regent College

“This book is a wellspring of knowledge about the intersection 
of leadership and Christian worldviews. Its ecumenical breadth and 
analytical depth can guide Christians from many traditions in shaping 
leadership for both the church and society. This resource should be 
embraced by all who care deeply about the theory and practice of 
Christian leadership.”—Shirley J. Roels, Calvin College

“Surveys a tremendous amount of scholarship with insightful 
evangelical reflection and critique. . . . I would recommend it to 
the academic or student who has already had some introduction 
to leadership studies, Christian or not. It helps one get a grasp of 
leadership as a discipline rather than a simple character trait or skill.” 
—Richard Ramsey, Christian Education Journal

“[The authors] have certainly done their homework. Their 
leadership research, bibliography, and knowledge of the field are 
nothing short of outstanding. It is one of the most impressive works I 
have read that seeks to provide an overview of various approaches to 
leadership. . . . I plan to use it as collateral reading in my leadership 
course.”—larry h. lundquist, Journal of Youth Ministry

“Perfect for the introductory, graduate leadership course that 
deals with the foundational theories and history of leadership, with 
a purposeful Christian worldview. . . . An important resource for the 
student of leadership.”—christina accornero, Missiology

Robert J. Banks (PhD, University of Cambridge) is 
visiting professor and associate at the Centre for 
the History of Christian Thought and Experience 
at Macquarie University. He previously served as 
executive director of the De Pree Leadership Center 
at Fuller Theological Seminary.

Bernice M. ledbetter (EdD, Pepperdine University) 
is practitioner faculty of organizational theory and 
management at Pepperdine University. She formerly 
directed the De Pree Leadership Center at Fuller 
Theological Seminary.

David C. Greenhalgh (EdD, Boston University) is 
professor of education and leadership and directs 
the PhD in organizational leadership program at 
Eastern University.
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An Essential Guide 
to Interpersonal 
Communication
Building Great Relationships with Faith, 
Skill, and Virtue in the Age of Social Media
Quentin J. Schultze  
and Diane M. Badzinski

“Schultze and Badzinski provide a firm foundation 

for flourishing interpersonal relationships in a 

digital age, integrating timeless scriptural wisdom, 

cutting-edge communication research, and 

compelling insights from everyday life in a highly 

engaging, student-friendly volume.”—Janie 

harden Fritz, Duquesne University; author of 

Professional Civility: Communicative Virtue at Work

“Schultze and Badzinski remind us that the 

Scriptures and communication theory offer rich 

advice on how to discuss difficult issues—both 

face-to-face and through social media—in order 

to help interpersonal relationships flourish. Their 

insights are practical, wise, and much needed in 

today’s divisive communication climate.”—tim 

Muehlhoff, Biola University; author of I Beg to 

Differ: Navigating Difficult Conversations with Truth 

and Love

Quentin J. schultze (PhD, University of Illinois) is 
professor emeritus of communication at Calvin 
College and CEO of Edenridge Communications. 
He is the author of many books, and he blogs at 
www.quentinschultze.com.

Diane M. Badzinski (PhD, University of 
Wisconsin) is professor of communication  
and chair of the department at Colorado 
Christian University.
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Adoptive Youth Ministry
Integrating Emerging Generations into the 
Family of Faith
chap clark, editor

yOUTH, FAMILy, AND CULTURE
Chap Clark, series editor

“It is not very often a new framework for 

understanding youth ministry comes along. Chap 

Clark has given us a new way to understand, 

evaluate, and facilitate youth ministry. Adoptive 

Youth Ministry is a wonderfully original 

contribution to the academy and student ministry 

praxis. Those of us in youth ministry and those of 

us teaching youth ministry will long be grateful 

for this new paradigm.”—len Kageler, Nyack 

College

“In Adoptive Youth Ministry some of the finest 

thinkers and writers in youth and family 

ministries explore a timely and penetrating 

metaphor for ministry in today’s world. That 

metaphor is adoption, and it begs consideration 

of a strong commitment to faltering families, 

churches, and communities in our society. 

Adoptive Youth Ministry can hardly be neglected by 

anyone wanting to be informed about the current 

state of, and challenges facing, youth ministry.” 

—Dean Borgman, Center for Youth Studies; 

author of Foundations for Youth Ministry
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Spiritual Companioning
A Guide to Protestant Theology and Practice
angela h. Reed, Richard R. Osmer, 
and Marcus G. Smucker

“Everyone who ventures into a church today is 

looking for more than simply an hour of spiritual 

entertainment. From the depths of their souls 

rises a yearning to be part of a truly spiritual 

community, to be knit together with other 

seekers of holiness. This book unfolds how it can 

happen.”—craig Barnes, Princeton Theological 

Seminary

“Spiritual Companioning offers a comprehensive, 

well-rounded exploration of the ways spiritual 

guidance can become an animating vision 

for healthy congregations and their leaders. 

Carefully and clearly written, with exercises at 

the end of each chapter that are designed to 

inspire contemplative reflection on personal and 

congregational dimensions of faith formation, 

this book could be a stimulating guidebook for 

discussions among pastors and lay leaders, in 

Christian formation committees, or in seminary 

classrooms.”—Marlene Kropf, Anabaptist 

Mennonite Biblical Seminary

now Available
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Angela h. Reed (PhD, Princeton Theological 
Seminary) is assistant professor of practical 
theology and director of spiritual formation at 
Truett Theological Seminary. Richard R. osmer 
(PhD, Emory University) is Ralph B. and Helen S. 
Ashenfelter Professor of Mission and Evangelism 
at Princeton Theological Seminary. Marcus G. 

smucker (1931–2014; PhD, The Union Graduate 
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Human Being and 
Becoming
Living the Adventure of Life and Love
David G. Benner

“David Benner is an adventurer and an explorer 

of geographical horizons and spiritual landscapes. 

Thank God he invites us to join him in the 

adventure, for the journey he describes is truly 

glorious!”—Ruth haley Barton, founder and 

CEO, Transforming Center; author of Sacred 

Rhythms: Arranging Our Lives for Spiritual 

Transformation

“From his own adventures in the human journey, 

David Benner offers this exquisite and engaging 

mosaic to expand our awareness of being as vital 

interconnectedness and to compel us toward our 

destined wholeness through timely practices of 

receptivity, hospitality, and consent to love-guided 

living.”—John Kiemele, founder and executive 

director, Selah Center, Woodway, Washington

“Benner again offers winsome wisdom. His 

contribution and legacy will most certainly be 

taking concepts like being and becoming and 

not simplifying them, for they would then be less 

satisfying, but giving us insights and connections 

to create a beautiful elegance that helps us grasp 

them.”—Ron Martoia, author of Transformational 

Architecture

PReSence anD 
encOunteR
The Sacramental 
Possibilities of Everyday 
Life

David G. Benner

144 pp. · paper · $15.99

978-1-58743-361-0

ebook available

SPiRituality anD 
the aWaKeninG 
SelF
The Sacred Journey of 
Transformation

David G. Benner

256 pp. · paper · $19.99

978-1-58743-296-5

ebook available

David G. Benner (PhD, York University; 
postdoctoral studies, Chicago Institute of 
Psychoanalysis) is an internationally known 
depth psychologist, author, spiritual guide, 
and personal transformation coach. He has 
authored or edited more than thirty books, 
lectures widely around the world, and 
has held numerous clinical and academic 
appointments.

Also By the AuthoR

Also oF InteRest
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Effective Generational 
Ministry
Biblical and Practical Insights for 
Transforming Church Communities
elisabeth a. nesbit Sbanotto and 
craig l. Blomberg

“A well-written and helpful book with both 

practical and biblical guidelines for ministering 

well to Baby Boomers, Gen Xers, and Millennials. 

I highly recommend it!”—Siang-yang tan, Fuller 

Theological Seminary; author of Counseling and 

Psychotherapy: A Christian Perspective

“Sbanotto’s capacity to ask questions in her research 

that make generational studies suddenly relevant for 

anyone involved in ministry is a rare and welcome 

gift. To have this coupled with the careful critique 

and seasoned insight of Blomberg’s long years of 

biblical study creates a text that is every bit as 

formational as informational. Adopt this as a text 

and you can count on many lively conversations!” 

—chris Kiesling, Asbury Theological Seminary; 

coauthor of Spiritual Formation in Emerging Adulthood

“Combining biblical and social science insights 

with clear ministry applications, the authors offer 

a well-defined pathway for shepherding, teaching, 

mentoring, and discipleship in the twenty-first 

century.”—David Setran, Wheaton College; 

coauthor of Spiritual Formation in Emerging Adulthood

elisabeth A. nesbit sbanotto (PhD, University 
of Arkansas) is assistant professor of counseling  
at Denver Seminary and author of Generational  
Affiliation as a Component of Culture.

Craig l. Blomberg (PhD, University of 
Aberdeen), the author of numerous books,  
is distinguished professor of New Testament 
at Denver Seminary.

now Available

224 pp. · paper · $21.99

978-0-8010-9674-7

Homiletics

a ebook available

A Vision for Preaching
Understanding the Heart  
of Pastoral Ministry
abraham Kuruvilla

“Kuruvilla offers a systematic and readable vision 

for the preparation of sermons and especially 

the preparation of preachers as they wrestle with 

the biblical text. Rightly arguing that the key to 

authoritative preaching is grasping the originally 

intended theological meanings of biblical texts, 

the author challenges us to take the Scriptures 

seriously and to read the Bible forward rather than 

backward.”—Daniel Block, Wheaton College; 

author of For the Glory of God

“Kuruvilla is one of the best homiletical thinkers 

today. In this book he argues that preachers must 

discern a biblical author’s theological intent in 

order to make valid and specific applications that 

will help conform listeners to Christ and bring 

glory to God. Kuruvilla has given us a vision for 

preaching that is insightful, comprehensive, and 

compelling.”—Donald R. Sunukjian, Talbot 

School of Theology

SPiRitual 
FORMatiOn 
in eMeRGinG 
aDulthOOD
A Practical Theology  
for College and Young 
Adult Ministry

David P. Setran and 
Chris A. Kiesling

288 pp. · paper · $24.99

978-0-8010-3956-0

ebook available

DiVine Sex
A Compelling Vision for 
Christian Relationships in 
a Hypersexualized Age

Jonathan Grant

208 pp. · paper · $17.99

978-1-58743-369-6

ebook available

Also oF InteRest

Abraham Kuruvilla (PhD, University of 
Aberdeen) is professor of pastoral ministries at 
Dallas Theological Seminary and is a practicing 
dermatologist. He is the author of several books, 
including Privilege the Text! A Theological 
Hermeneutic for Preaching, and has written a 
number of preaching commentaries. He blogs 
regularly at homiletix.com.

chRiSt-centeReD 
PReachinG
Redeeming the Expository 
Sermon, 2nd ed.

Bryan Chapell

400 pp. · cloth · $29.99

978-0-8010-2798-7

ebook available

BiBlical 
PReachinG
The Development and 
Delivery of Expository 
Messages, 3rd ed.

Haddon W. Robinson

256 pp. · cloth · $22.99

978-0-8010-4912-5

ebook available

Also oF InteRest

now Available

304 pp. · paper · $24.99

978-0-8010-4948-4

Christian Education, Practical 

Theology/Church Life

a ebook available
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now Available

208 pp. · paper · $16.99

978-1-58743-373-3

Public Affairs, Ethics

a ebook available

Sex anD the 
iWORlD
Rethinking Relationship 
beyond an Age of 
Individualism

Dale S. Kuehne

240 pp. · paper · $20.00

978-0-8010-3587-6

FOllOWinG JeSuS 
in a cultuRe OF 
FeaR
Scott Bader-Saye

172 pp. · paper · $20.00

978-1-58743-192-0

ebook available

stephen V. Monsma (PhD, Michigan State 
University) is a senior research fellow at 
the Paul B. Henry Institute for the Study of 
Christianity and Politics at Calvin College and 
professor emeritus of political science at 
Pepperdine University.

stanley w. Carlson-thies (PhD, University 
of Toronto) directs the Institutional Religious 
Freedom Alliance and convenes the Coalition 
to Preserve Religious Freedom.

now Available

240 pp. · paper · $18.99

978-1-58743-371-9

Christianity and Culture, Ethics, 

Evangelicalism, Practical Theology/

Church Life

a ebook available

The Future of Our Faith
An Intergenerational Conversation on 
Critical Issues Facing the Church
Ronald J. Sider and Ben lowe

Two evangelical leaders forty years apart in age 

discuss some of the biggest issues challenging 

Christianity today and into the future, with 

additional reflections from Christena Cleveland, 

Jim Daly, Gabriel Salguero, Nicholas Wolterstorff, 

and others.

enDoRseMents

“Young folks are leaving the church, and old 

institutions are hemorrhaging. But this book 

is a sign of hope—a conversation bridging the 

generational gap. It is simultaneously an invitation 

to accept the church as it is and to dream of the 

church as it could be.”—Shane claiborne, author 

and activist (www.redletterchristians.org)

“I have long looked to Ron Sider for his wise 

counsel, and I increasingly look to Ben Lowe 

for his leadership on issues of faith and justice. 

This book is an invitation and a challenge for 

us to partner across generations for the sake of 

the kingdom.”—noel castellanos, CEO and 

president, Christian Community Development 

Association (CCDA)

nOnViOlent 
actiOn
What Christian Ethics 
Demands but Most 
Christians Have Never 
Really Tried

Ronald J. Sider

208 pp. · paper · $19.99

978-1-58743-366-5

ebook available

JuSt POliticS
A Guide for Christian 
Engagement

Ronald J. Sider

272 pp. · paper · $22.00

978-1-58743-326-9

ebook available

Ronald J. sider (PhD, Yale University), founder 
and president emeritus of Evangelicals 
for Social Action, is senior distinguished 
professor of theology, holistic ministry, and 
public policy at Palmer Theological Seminary, 
Eastern University.

Ben lowe is actively engaged on a number 
of justice issues and is the founding 
spokesperson of Young Evangelicals for 
Climate Action.

Also By the AuthoR

Also oF InteRest

Free to Serve
Protecting the Religious Freedom  
of Faith-Based Organizations
Stephen V. Monsma and  
Stanley W. carlson-thies

“The next decade may very well see more 

ferocious—and hugely important—battles over 

religious freedom than at any time in recent years. 

This book is one of the very best guides to the 

threat and the solution. A must-read.”—Ronald J. 

Sider, Palmer Seminary, Eastern University

“Monsma and Carlson-Thies present a timely 

and compelling case for how the United States 

can navigate the current changes to social norms 

by proposing that society value and give equal 

credence to the ideas of all religions and the 

non-religious alike. —Shirley V. hoogstra, JD, 

president, Council for Christian Colleges and 

Universities

Christianity Today  
2016 Book award Winner
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The Justice Calling
Where Passion Meets Perseverance
Bethany hanke hoang and Kristen 
Deede Johnson
Foreword by Mark Labberton

“Many books on justice have appeared in recent 

years. Three things make this one stand out 

from the crowd. First, instead of quoting only a 

few golden nuggets from Scripture, the authors 

trace the theme of justice throughout Scripture. 

Second, they give concreteness to their discussion 

with harrowing true-life stories of present-day sex 

trafficking and slavery. And third, they explicitly 

address the need of those who struggle for 

justice, patience, lament, and hope. An important 

contribution.”—nicholas Wolterstorff, Yale 

University and University of Virginia

“A powerful and timely book. The authors 

have combined their years of national and 

global experience along with deep theological 

reflection to produce one of the best biblical 

theologies on justice that I’ve ever read. As an 

advocate for justice and racial reconciliation, I 

highly recommend it!”—Brenda Salter Mcneil, 

Seattle Pacific University; author of Roadmap to 

Reconciliation and A Credible Witness

Bethany hanke hoang (MDiv, Princeton 
Theological Seminary) advises and regularly 
speaks on behalf of the Institute for Biblical 
Justice for International Justice Mission  
(IJM.org).

Kristen Deede Johnson (PhD, University 
of St. Andrews) is associate professor of 
theology and Christian formation at Western 
Theological Seminary in Holland, Michigan.

now Available

224 pp. · paper · $19.99

978-1-58743-370-2

Christianity and Culture, Ethics, 

Spirituality/Spiritual Formation

a ebook available

To the Table
A Spirituality of Food, Farming,  
and Community
Lisa Graham McMinn

“McMinn takes us on a practical and personal 

journey into the joys and trials of growing, 

cooking, preserving, and sharing food. Here we 

see that food is not reducible to a commodity but 

is instead the tasty medium of God’s love for the 

whole creation. With inspiring and illuminating 

stories and astute cultural analysis, McMinn 

shows us how the whole of eating can be a 

sacramental act that brings healing to our hungry 

and hurting world. This beautifully written book 

is ideal for group study.”—norman Wirzba, 

Duke Divinity School; author of Food and Faith: A 

Theology of Eating

“Filled with research, recipes, how-to tips, and 

personal narrative, To the Table will encourage 

faithful readers to eat more intentionally, more 

prayerfully, and with stronger community ties. 

With insights from sociology and wisdom 

from lived experience in family, church, and 

community, McMinn is an expert guide for those 

wishing to eat better, live better, and follow Christ 

more deeply.”—Jenell Paris, Messiah College

intRODucinG 
eVanGelical 
ecOtheOlOGy
Foundations in Scripture, 
Theology, History, and 
Praxis

Daniel L. Brunner, 
Jennifer L. Butler, and 
A. J. Swoboda

272 pp. · paper · $27.00

978-0-8010-4965-1

ebook available

eDucatinG all 
GOD’S chilDRen
What Christians Can—and 
Should—Do to Improve 
Public Education for Low-
Income Kids

Nicole Baker Fulgham

256 pp. · paper · $20.00

978-1-58743-327-6

ebook available

Also oF InteRest

lisa Graham McMinn (PhD, Portland State 
University) is co-owner of Fern Creek, a 
thirty-family CSA (Community Supported 
Agriculture) farm outside of Newberg, 
Oregon. She is writer in residence at George 
Fox University, where she previously taught 
sociology, and is the author of several books.

the DRaMa OF 
liVinG
Becoming Wise in the Spirit

David F. Ford

240 pp. · paper · $20.00

978-1-58743-324-5

Cannot export to the EU

ebook available

WenDell BeRRy  
anD the 
cultiVatiOn  
OF liFe
A Reader’s Guide

J. Matthew Bonzo and 
Michael R. Stevens

208 pp. · paper · $22.00

978-1-58743-195-1

ebook available

Also oF InteRest

now Available

224 pp. · cloth · $19.99

978-1-58743-363-4

Christianity and Culture, Ethics, 

Spirituality/Spiritual Formation

USA and Canada only

a ebook available
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Good Faith
Being a Christian When Society Thinks 
You’re Irrelevant and Extreme
David Kinnaman and Gabe lyons

Christians today may find it difficult to hold on to 

their convictions while treating friends, neighbors, 

coworkers, and family members with whom they 

disagree with respect and compassion. Good Faith 

offers data-driven insights on how Christians 

talk with people they know and love about 

controversial issues such as politics, marriage, 

sexuality, and religious freedom. The authors help 

readers understand what they believe and why, 

and how to maintain their beliefs without being 

judgmental or defensive. They explore the most 

significant trends that offer both obstacles and 

opportunities to today’s Christians, encouraging 

readers to be loving despite profound differences 

and to work to engage and restore culture, not 

hide from it.

March 2016

288 pp. · cloth · $19.99

978-0-8010-1317-1

Public Affairs, Spirituality/Spiritual 

Formation, Apologetics

a ebook available

unchRiStian
What a New Generation 
Really Thinks about 
Christianity . . . and Why 
It Matters

David Kinnaman and 
Gabe Lyons

256 pp. · paper · $15.99

978-0-8010-7271-0

ebook available

yOu lOSt Me
Why Young Christians Are 
Leaving Church . . . and 
Rethinking Faith

David Kinnaman and Aly 
Hawkins

256 pp. · cloth · $17.99

978-0-8010-1314-0

ebook available

David Kinnaman, president and majority 
owner of Barna Group, has overseen 
hundreds of nationwide, representative 
research studies. He is the coauthor of 
unChristian and author of You Lost Me.

Gabe lyons is the founder of Q and the 
cofounder of Catalyst. He is the coauthor of 
unChristian and author of The Next Christians.

May 2016

256 pp. · paper · $9.99

978-0-8010-1576-2

Theology

a ebook available

The Baker Compact 
Dictionary of  
Theological Terms
Gregg R. allison

Christianity is a faith built upon the Word and 

understood through words, both written and 

spoken, handed down for centuries. But many of 

the terms used in the Scriptures and in theological 

writings may be unfamiliar or misunderstood. 

This book offers concise definitions of six 

hundred of the most significant words at the heart 

of the Christian faith, including terms related 

to doctrine, biblical concepts, church practices, 

philosophical concepts, people, councils, 

movements, and documents. The dictionary also 

includes an appendix listing the French, German, 

and Korean translations of approximately three 

hundred important terms. Students of the Bible, 

college and seminary students, and anyone who 

desires to deepen their understanding of the 

Christian faith will find this an indispensable 

resource.

the BaKeR 
cOMPact BiBle 
DictiOnaRy
Tremper Longman III, 
ed.

384 pp. · paper · $12.99

978-0-8010-1544-1

ebook available

the BaKeR 
illuStRateD 
BiBle 
cOMMentaRy
Gary M. Burge and 
Andrew E. Hill, eds.

1,648 pp. · cloth · $39.99

978-0-8010-1308-9

ebook available

Gregg R. Allison (PhD, Trinity Evangelical 
Divinity School) is professor of Christian 
theology at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. He serves as secretary of the 
Evangelical Theological Society, is a 
book review editor for the Journal of the 
Evangelical Theological Society, and is the 
author of several books.
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Losing Susan
Brain Disease, the Priest’s Wife,  
and the God Who Gives and Takes Away
Victor lee austin

“In this painfully truthful book, Victor Lee Austin draws on the 
theological wisdom shaped by suffering and death to tell us the story of 
Susan’s, his wife’s, determination to live and love though suffering from 
a terminal disease of the brain. As her caregiver, he refuses to hide from 
himself or us how hard caring for her had been. When finished with the 
book, however, the reader cannot help but think: what a wonderful love 
story. Thank God.”—Stanley hauerwas, Duke Divinity School; author 
of Hannah’s Child: A Theologian’s Memoir 

“An amazing book. Victor Austin has written a late-modern 
memoir, with the biblical God as a participant!”—Robert W. Jenson, 
Center of Theological Inquiry

“A beautiful story of love, loss, and faith. It is deep but accessible 
and handles pain and suffering, common to us all, with uncommon 
intelligence, sensitivity, and humor. This book will help those who have 
suffered similarly and will inspire and prepare those who have not, 
yet.”—Stephen hildebrand, Franciscan University of Steubenville

exCeRPt
Our human relationship with God is a dynamic of giving and receiving, 
bestowal and counter-bestowal. This is the way it is within God’s own 
being. The Father loves the Son, which means he bestows himself upon 
the Son. The Son receives this gift and also gives it back to the Father. 
And the gift that is between and around them is the Holy Spirit. There 
is nothing to God except these relationships. God is entirely love, and 
love is entirely dynamic: given and received and given back.

It is so beautiful, this description of the Trinity. And I would stake my 
life on it. Indeed I have, and I will.

But what happened to me is that this dynamic came close to home. Too 
close.

Love was given: Susan came to me as my wife.

Love was received: We lived together for fifteen years and had children 
and foster babies and many other joys of love.

Love was taken away: Susan had a brain tumor, and its (yes, successful) 
treatment began a disease in her brain that started taking her away from me.

It took nearly twenty years. But God is persistent. As the psalmist has it: 
“like a moth you eat away all that is dear to us” (39:12). He took Susan 
away from me.

June 2016

160 pp. · cloth · $19.99

978-1-58743-385-6

Theology, Practical 

Theology/Church Life, 

Spirituality/Spiritual 

Formation, Psychology/

Counseling

a ebook available

Victor lee Austin (PhD, Fordham University), an 
Episcopal priest in the diocese of New York, is 
theologian-in-residence at the historic Saint Thomas 
Church Fifth Avenue in Midtown Manhattan. He has 
taught at Mount St. Mary College, Marist College, 
Mount Aloysius College, Fordham University, and 
the General Theological Seminary in New York. 
Austin is the author of several books, including 
Christian Ethics: A Guide for the Perplexed and Up 
with Authority.

DaRKneSS iS My 
Only cOMPaniOn
A Christian Response to 
Mental Illness, rev. and 
exp. ed.

Kathryn Greene-
McCreight

240 pp. · paper · $18.99

978-1-58743-372-6

ebook available

ReJOicinG  
in laMent
Wrestling with Incurable 
Cancer and Life in Christ

J. Todd Billings

224 pp. · paper · $18.99

978-1-58743-358-0

ebook available

VulneRaBle 
cOMMuniOn
A Theology of Disability 
and Hospitality

Thomas E. Reynolds

256 pp. · paper · $25.00

978-1-58743-177-7

ebook available

BROKenneSS  
anD BleSSinG
Towards a Biblical 
Spirituality

Frances M. Young

140 pp. · paper · $20.00

978-0-8010-3504-3

USA, Canada, and the 
Philippines only
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Exodus
T. Desmond Alexander
TeAch The TexT coMMenTAry SerieS
Mark L. Strauss and John h. Walton, series editors

t. Desmond Alexander (PhD, The Queen’s University, 
Belfast) is senior lecturer in biblical studies and director 
of postgraduate studies at Union Theological College 
in Belfast. He is the coeditor of the New Dictionary of 
Biblical Theology and the author of From Paradise to 
the Promised Land.

August 2016

224 pp. · paper · $26.99

978-0-8010-9214-5

Commentaries,  

Pentateuch

a ebook available

The Teach the Text Commentary Series utilizes the best of biblical scholarship to 

inform authoritative expository preaching and teaching. These volumes enable 

readers to quickly grasp the key themes of each passage of Scripture so they can 

move seamlessly from the meaning of the text to its effective communication.

PRAIse FoR the seRIes

“Few commentaries help the reader move beyond study to thoughtful 

application, and fewer still move beyond application to teaching. That’s why I 

am thrilled with the Teach the Text Commentary Series. Pastors and teachers are 

going to love this series. I highly recommend it.”—George h. Guthrie, Union 

University

“Teach the Text is the kind of commentary I have wanted for a long time. It deals 

with the kinds of questions that busy pastors have to ask and answer in order to 

preach the Scriptures every week. I commend it to those of you who are in that 

kind of ministry.”—haddon Robinson, Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary

now AVAIlABle In the seRIes

leviticus and 

numbers 

Joe M. Sprinkle

Joshua 

Kenneth A. Mathews

1 & 2 Samuel 

Robert B. Chisholm Jr.

Job 

Daniel J. Estes

Psalms, vol. 1 

C. Hassell Bullock

ecclesiastes and Song 

of Songs 

Edward M. Curtis

Daniel 

Ronald W. Pierce

Matthew 

Jeannine K. Brown

Mark 

Grant R. Osborne

luke 

R. T. France

Romans 

C. Marvin Pate

1 corinthians 

Preben Vang

Revelation 

J. Scott Duvall

Jeremiah and Lamentations
J. Daniel hays
TeAch The TexT coMMenTAry SerieS
Mark L. Strauss and John h. Walton, series editors

J. Daniel hays (PhD, Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary) is dean of the School of Christian Studies 
and professor of biblical studies at Ouachita Baptist 
University. He is the author or coauthor of many articles 
and books, including The Baker Illustrated Bible 
Handbook and The Temple and the Tabernacle.

April 2016

400 pp. · paper · $32.99

978-0-8010-9212-1
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Prophets

a ebook available
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The Heart of Revelation
Understanding the 10 Essential Themes  
of the Bible’s Final Book
J. Scott Duvall

“The Heart of Revelation offers the perfect blend 

of sound biblical interpretation, rich theological 

reflection, and practical application, complete 

with small-group discussion questions at the end 

of each chapter. I love this book and can’t wait 

to use it in the church and with my university 

students!”—George h. Guthrie, Union 

University

“The Heart of Revelation illuminates this 

challenging and complex biblical book for 

contemporary readers by unraveling its mysteries 

in a fresh and thematic manner. Scott Duvall is to 

be heartily commended for providing this clear 

guide that will enable students, teachers, and 

pastors to comprehend and communicate the 

riches so often missed in the Bible’s concluding 

book. It is truly a joy and a delight to welcome 

and recommend this outstanding and insightful 

book.”—David S. Dockery, Trinity International 

University

“This book is biblical theology for the church at 

its best.”—Daniel l. akin, Southeastern Baptist 

Theological Seminary

J. scott Duvall (PhD, Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary) is professor of New 
Testament and J. C. and Mae Fuller Chair of 
Biblical Studies at Ouachita Baptist University. 
He has authored or coauthored many articles 
and books, including The Baker Illustrated 
Bible Handbook and Revelation in the Teach 
the Text Commentary Series.

August 2016

208 pp. · paper · $19.99

978-0-8010-1620-2

Biblical Studies

a ebook available

The Temple and the 
Tabernacle
A Study of God’s Dwelling Places  
from Genesis to Revelation
J. Daniel hays

At various points in Israel’s history, God dwelt 

in specific, significant places, most notably in 

the tabernacle and the temple. These structures, 

meticulously planned, extravagantly furnished, 

and regularly frequented by the devout, were 

more than just places of worship and sacrifice. 

They were pictures of God’s relationship with his 

chosen people and of the atoning work that would 

be done by the Messiah. Visually stunning and 

theologically rich, this full-color resource brings 

together the latest scholarship and archeological 

discoveries to bring God’s dwelling places alive 

for modern readers. It places these important 

structures in their historical and theological 

contexts, connects them with the overall biblical 

story, and shows how they bring meaning and 

depth to the faith of Christians today.

ReVelatiOn
J. Scott Duvall

352 pp. · cloth · $39.99

978-0-8010-9220-6

ebook available

hOW tO ReaD 
the BiBle in 
chanGinG tiMeS
Understanding and 
Applying God’s Word Today

Mark L. Strauss

288 pp. · paper · $15.00

978-0-8010-7283-3

ebook available

Also oF InteRest

J. Daniel hays (PhD, Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary) is dean of the School 
of Christian Studies and professor of biblical 
studies at Ouachita Baptist University. He has 
authored or coauthored many articles and 
books, including The Baker Illustrated Bible 
Handbook and Jeremiah and Lamentations in 
the Teach the Text Commentary Series.
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1,792 pp. · cloth · $39.99

978-0-8010-1297-6

ebook available
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a ebook available


