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BIBLE AND INTERPRETATION

Christian Doctrine and the Old Testament
Theology in the Service of Biblical Exegesis
Gary A. Anderson

“In this profound and engaging volume, one of the keenest theo-
logical minds of our time explores the Old Testament foundations of 
major Christian doctrines with great respect both for Judaism and for 
the original context of the Scriptures he discusses. The book is a rarity 
in scholarship and a major achievement from which anyone with an 
interest in Christian theology or the Old Testament can profit.”—Jon D. 
Levenson, Harvard University

“Readers will delight in tracking Anderson’s march through the 
Scriptures with high theological concepts in hand. There is a freshness 
and originality here that few biblical scholars can match.”—Robert 
Louis Wilken, University of Virginia

“Creative, profound, even startling, these studies by Anderson  
open up fresh vistas for reading the Old Testament through the 
resources both of Jewish tradition and of historic Christian theology. 
A game-changing work of scholarship.”—Walter Moberly, Durham 
University

CONTENTS
Introduction

PART 1: “WHO IS A GOD LIKE YOU?”

1. Apophatic Theology: The Transcendence of God and the Story of Nadab and Abihu
2. The Impassibility of God: Moses, Jonah, and the Theo-Drama of Intercessory Prayer

PART 2: “IN THE BEGINNING”

3. Creation: Creatio ex Nihilo and the Bible
4. Original Sin: The Fall of Humanity and the Golden Calf
5. Election: The Beloved Son in Genesis and the Gospels

PART 3: “THE WORD BECAME FLESH”

6. Christology: The Incarnation and the Temple
7. Mariology: The Mother of God and the Temple
8. Christology: Tobit as Righteous Sufferer

PART 4: “CONFORMED TO THE IMAGE OF HIS SON”

9. The Treasury of Merits: Faith and Works in the Biblical Tradition
10. Purgatory: Sanctification in This Life and the Next

Epilogue
Indexes

April 2017

240 pp. · cloth · $29.99

978-0-8010-9825-3

Hermeneutics/Exegesis, 

Old Testament, Theology

a ebook available

Gary A. Anderson (PhD, Harvard University) is 
Hesburgh Professor of Catholic Theology at the 
University of Notre Dame and is a past president of 
the Catholic Biblical Association. He is the author or 
editor of more than ten books, including the award 
winners Sin: A History and Charity: The Place of 
the Poor in the Biblical Tradition. Anderson has 
also written for The Christian Century, First Things, 
Commonweal, and America.

PSALMS AS TORAH
Reading Biblical Song 
Ethically

Gordon J. Wenham

256 pp. · paper · $24.00

978-0-8010-3168-7

ebook available

THE CHARACTER 
OF CHRISTIAN 
SCRIPTURE
The Significance of a 
Two-Testament Bible

Christopher R. Seitz

224 pp. · paper · $24.00

978-0-8010-3948-5

ebook available

BEING HUMAN  
IN GOD’S WORLD
An Old Testament  
Theology of Humanity

J. Gordon McConville

240 pp. · cloth · $27.99

978-0-8010-4896-8

ebook available

OLD TESTAMENT 
THEOLOGY
Reading the Hebrew Bible 
as Christian Scripture

R. W. L. Moberly

352 pp. · paper · $30.00

978-0-8010-9772-0

ebook available
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The Old Testament Is Dying
A Diagnosis and Recommended Treatment
Brent A. Strawn
THEOLOGICAL EXPLORATIONS FOR THE CHURCH CATHOLIC

“Strawn has written a book of urgent practical theology based 
on prodigious research, grounded in keen theological sensibility, and 
addressed to an acute problem in the church, a problem that has 
immense implications for the wider culture in which the church dwells 
and to which it addresses itself. The language, effective use, and serious 
understanding of the Old Testament are ‘on the brink of being lost.’ 
Strawn shows that the danger runs from Marcion through the Revised 
Common Lectionary to the likes of Joel Osteen. In response, Strawn 
wisely urges an intentional pedagogy that includes hymnody, memori-
zation, and sustained didacticism in order to create a ‘cultural-linguistic 
community.’ The work to be done is not for the faint hearted, but it is 
nonetheless work that must be done. Strawn shows himself to be a wise 
hermeneutist, an acute student of culture and of language, and a passion-
ate witness in and for the life of the church. We have no other book 
like this; it merits wide attention.”—Walter Brueggemann, Columbia 
Theological Seminary

“A wonderfully illuminating and thought-provoking book.” 
—Walter Moberly, Durham University

CONTENTS
Testimonia

PART 1: THE OLD TESTAMENT AS A DYING LANGUAGE

1. The Old Testament Is Dying
2. Initial Testing
3. On Language Growth and Change, Contact and Death

PART 2: SIGNS OF MORBIDITY

4. The New Atheism
5. Marcionites Old and New
6. New Plastic Gospels: The “Happiologists”

PART 3: PATH TO RECOVERY

7. Recommended Treatment
8. Saving the Old Testament
9. Ways Forward and Not

Appendixes
Indexes

Brent A. Strawn (PhD, Princeton Theological Seminary) 
is professor of Old Testament at Candler School 
of Theology, Emory University. He has authored or 
coedited numerous volumes, including The World 
around the Old Testament, The Oxford Encyclopedia 
of the Bible and Law, and What Is Stronger than a 
Lion? Leonine Image and Metaphor in the Hebrew 
Bible and the Ancient Near East. Strawn also serves 
as coeditor of the Old Testament Theology series 
and is on the editorial board of Catholic Biblical 
Quarterly and Journal of Biblical Literature.

March 2017

336 pp. · paper · $29.99

978-0-8010-4888-3

Old Testament

a ebook available

ALSO OF INTEREST

CREATION  
UNTAMED
The Bible, God,  
and Natural Disasters

Terence E. Fretheim

176 pp. · paper · $20.00

978-0-8010-3893-8

ebook available

THIS STRANGE 
AND SACRED 
SCRIPTURE
Wrestling with the Old 
Testament and Its Oddities

Matthew Richard 
Schlimm

272 pp. · paper · $22.99

978-0-8010-3979-9

ebook available

INSPIRATION AND 
INCARNATION
Evangelicals and  
the Problem of the  
Old Testament, 2nd ed.

Peter Enns

224 pp. · paper · $19.99

978-0-8010-9748-5

ebook available

INTRODUCING 
THE APOCRYPHA
Message, Context,  
and Significance

David A. deSilva

430 pp. · paper · $34.00

978-0-8010-3103-8

ebook available
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The Fear of the Lord Is Wisdom
A Theological Introduction to Wisdom in Israel
Tremper Longman III

This major work from renowned scholar Tremper Longman III exam-
ines wisdom in the Old Testament and explores its theological influence 
on the intertestamental books, the Dead Sea Scrolls, and especially the 
New Testament.

CONTENTS
Prologue

PART 1: THE HEART OF WISDOM: PROVERBS, ECCLESIASTES, AND JOB

1. Proverbs: The Fear of the Lord Is the Beginning of Wisdom
2. Ecclesiastes: Fear God, Obey the Commandments, and Live in Light  

of the Coming Judgment
3. The Book of Job: “Behold the Fear of the Lord Is Wisdom” (Job 28:28)

PART 2: WISDOM ELSEWHERE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

4. Other Sources of Wisdom: Deuteronomy, Psalms, Song of Songs, and Prophecy
5. Joseph and Daniel: Paragons of Wisdom
6. Adam and Solomon: From the Heights of Wisdom to the Depths of Folly

PART 3: ISRAEL’S WISDOM: COSMOPOLITAN OR UNIQUE?

7. Sources of Wisdom: Experience, Observation, Tradition, Correction,  
and Ultimately Revelation

8. Wisdom, Creation, and (Dis)order
9. Israelite Wisdom in Its Ancient Near Eastern Setting

10. Wisdom, Covenant, and Law

PART 4: FURTHER REFINING OUR UNDERSTANDING OF WISDOM

11. The Consequences of Wise and Foolish Behavior: The Issue of Retribution Theology
12. The Social Setting of Wisdom
13. Wisdom and Gender

PART 5: THE AFTERLIFE OF ISRAEL’S WISDOM

14. Intertestamental Wisdom from the Apocrypha to the Dead Sea Scrolls
15. New Testament Wisdom

Appendix 1: Wisdom in the Twenty-First Century
Appendix 2: Is Wisdom Literature a Genre?
Indexes

August 2017

336 pp. · cloth · $32.99

978-0-8010-2711-6

Wisdom/Poetry,  

Biblical Theology

a ebook available

Tremper Longman III (PhD, Yale University) is the 
Robert H. Gundry Professor of Biblical Studies at 
Westmont College. Before coming to Westmont, 
he taught at Westminster Theological Seminary in 
Philadelphia for eighteen years. He has authored or 
coauthored numerous books, including An Introduc-
tion to the Old Testament, How to Read Proverbs, 
and commentaries on Genesis, Job, Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, Jeremiah and Lamen-
tations, and Daniel.

JOB
Tremper Longman III

492 pp. · paper · $40.00

978-0-8010-9851-2

ebook available

PROVERBS
Tremper Longman III

608 pp. · paper · $45.00

978-0-8010-3097-0

ebook available

PSALMS,  
3 VOLS.
John Goldingay

2,208 pp. · cloth · $150.00

978-0-8010-3607-1

INVITATION  
TO THE PSALMS
A Reader’s Guide for  
Discovery and Engagement

Rolf A. Jacobson  
and Karl N. Jacobson

192 pp. · paper · $19.99

978-0-8010-3644-6

ebook available
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Scripture and Its Interpretation
A Global, Ecumenical Introduction to the Bible
Michael J. Gorman, editor

Top-notch biblical scholars from around the world and from various 
Christian traditions offer a fulsome yet readable introduction to the 
Bible and its interpretation.

CONTENTS
Introduction

PART 1: THE BIBLE

1. The Bible: A Book, a Library, a Story, an Invitation    Paul Zilonka and Michael J. Gorman
2. The Setting: Biblical Geography, History, and Archaeology    Karen J. Wenell
3. The Scriptures of Israel (The Christian Old Testament)    Claire Mathews McGinnis
4. The Writings of the New Covenant (New Testament)    Michael J. Gorman
5. Significant Noncanonical Writings    Christopher W. Skinner
6. From Books to Library: The Formation of the Biblical Canons    Michael W. Holmes
7. From There to Here: The Transmission and Translation of the Bible    Michael L. Barré

PART 2: THE INTERPRETATION OF THE BIBLE IN VARIOUS  

TRADITIONS AND CULTURES

8. The Reception of the Bible and Its Significance    Christine E. Joynes
9. Premodern Interpretation of the Bible    Carole Monica C. Burnett

10. Modern and Postmodern Methods of Biblical Interpretation    Joel B. Green
11. Theological Interpretation of the Bible    Stephen Fowl
12. Protestant Biblical Interpretation    Michael J. Gorman
13. Roman Catholic Biblical Interpretation    Ronald D. Witherup
14. Orthodox Interpretation of Scripture    Edith M. Humphrey
15. Pentecostal Biblical Interpretation / Spirit Hermeneutics    Craig S. Keener
16. African Biblical Interpretation    Bungishabaku Katho
17. African American Biblical Interpretation    C. Anthony Hunt
18. Latino/Latina Biblical Interpretation    M. Daniel Carroll R.
19. Asian and Asian American Biblical Interpretation    K. K. Yeo

PART 3: THE BIBLE AND CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIAN EXISTENCE

20. The Bible and Spirituality    Patricia Fosarelli and Michael J. Gorman
21. Scripture and Christian Ethics: Embodying Pentecost    Brent Laytham
22. The Bible and Politics    Christopher Rowland
23. The Bible and Christian Community    Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove
24. The Bible and Christian Mission    N. T. Wright

Glossary
Indexes

Michael J. Gorman (PhD, Princeton Theological 
Seminary) is Raymond E. Brown Chair in Biblical 
Studies and Theology at St. Mary’s Seminary and 
University in Baltimore. He formerly served as dean 
of the Ecumenical Institute of Theology at St. Mary’s. 
Gorman is the author of numerous books, including 
Elements of Biblical Exegesis: A Basic Guide for 
Students and Ministers.

April 2017

464 pp. · cloth · $34.99

978-0-8010-9839-0

Bible Survey,  

Hermeneutics/Exegesis

a ebook available

ALSO OF INTEREST

ELEMENTS  
OF BIBLICAL  
EXEGESIS
A Basic Guide for Students 
and Ministers, rev. and 
exp. ed.

Michael J. Gorman

304 pp. · paper · $22.99

978-0-8010-4640-7 

ebook available

INTRODUCING 
BIBLICAL  
HERMENEUTICS
A Comprehensive  
Framework for Hearing 
God in Scripture

Craig G. Bartholomew

640 pp. · cloth · $44.99

978-0-8010-3977-5

ebook available

SCRIPTURE AS 
COMMUNICATION
Introducing Biblical 
Hermeneutics

Jeannine K. Brown

320 pp. · paper · $29.99

978-0-8010-2788-8

ebook available

READING  
THE HISTORICAL 
BOOKS
A Student’s Guide to  
Engaging the Biblical Text

Patricia Dutcher-Walls

208 pp. · paper · $22.00

978-0-8010-4865-4

ebook available

course help for professors and study aids for students
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Salvation by Allegiance Alone
Rethinking Faith, Works, and the Gospel  
of Jesus the King
Matthew W. Bates
Foreword by Scot McKnight

“In this well-argued book, Matthew Bates recovers a deeper sense 
of what the act of faith consists of as it is depicted in Scripture. He 
wisely observes that the story of the rich young ruler in the Synoptic 
Gospels presumes that salvation depends on certain human actions. 
How those actions are related to salvation by faith alone is a central 
question raised by this book and elegantly answered.”—Gary Anderson, 
University of Notre Dame

“In this bold, provocative book, Bates challenges Christians of all 
traditions to reexamine basic assumptions about the gospel, grace, the 
nature of salvation, and the meaning of ‘faith.’ His argument for saving 
faith as embodied, enacted allegiance is rooted in solid scholarship and 
presented with both zeal for the kingdom and concern for the church. 
This is a much-needed corrective to many misunderstandings.” 
—Michael J. Gorman, St. Mary’s Seminary and University

“Bates argues that faith or believing is not mere assent, not easy  
believism, but covenantal loyalty to the God who saves his people through 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Bates forces us to rethink the meaning of faith, 
the gospel, and works with a view to demonstrating their significance 
for true Christian discipleship. This will be a controversial book, but 
perhaps it is the controversy we need!”—Michael F. Bird, Ridley College, 
Melbourne, Australia

“Bates makes a powerful argument that the New Testament 
writings find their climax in their portrait of Christ as the enthroned 
king. The right response to this king is not simply trust or intellectual 
assent but rather wholehearted allegiance. Bates’s reframing of faith, 
works, and the gospel is a necessary correction to prevalent distortions 
of Jesus’s gospel. This is an important argument written by a creative, 
careful, and trustworthy biblical interpreter.”—Joshua Jipp, Trinity 
Evangelical Divinity School

“[An] outstanding book. . . . The superficiality of American evan-
gelicalism’s gospel-obsession with security and assurance has led me at 
times to wonder if we should not teach justification by discipleship. Or 
justification by faithfulness. But Matthew Bates has landed on a beauti-
ful and biblically sound term: allegiance.”—Scot McKnight, Northern 
Seminary (from the foreword)

March 2017

256 pp. · paper · $24.99

978-0-8010-9797-3

Gospels/Acts, New 

Testament, Soteriology

a ebook available

Matthew W. Bates (PhD, University of Notre Dame) 
is assistant professor of theology at Quincy University. 
He is the author of The Hermeneutics of the Apostolic 
Proclamation and The Birth of the Trinity.

THE FOURFOLD 
GOSPEL
A Theological Reading 
of the New Testament 
Portraits of Jesus

Francis Watson

224 pp. · cloth · $24.99

978-0-8010-9545-0

ebook available

SACRED  
TRADITION  
IN THE NEW  
TESTAMENT
Tracing Old Testament 
Themes in the Gospels and 
Epistles

Stanley E. Porter

336 pp. · cloth · $40.00

978-0-8010-3077-2

ebook available

DEFENDING  
SUBSTITUTION
An Essay on Atonement 
in Paul

Simon Gathercole

128 pp. · paper · $20.00

978-0-8010-4977-4

ebook available

THE NEW  
TESTAMENT
A Historical and  
Theological Introduction

Donald A. Hagner

896 pp. · cloth · $55.00

978-0-8010-3931-7

ebook available
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Greek for Life
Strategies for Learning, Retaining, and Reviving  
New Testament Greek
Benjamin L. Merkle and Robert L. Plummer
Foreword by William D. Mounce

Learning Greek is one thing. Retaining it and using it in preaching, 
teaching, and ministry is another. This volume by two master teachers 
inspires readers to learn, retain, and use Greek for ministry, setting them 
on a lifetime journey of reading and loving the Greek New Testament. 
Designed to accompany a beginning or intermediate Greek grammar, 
Greek for Life offers practical guidance, inspiration, and motivation; 
presents methods not usually covered in other textbooks; and surveys 
helpful resources for recovering Greek after a long period of disuse. It 
also includes devotional thoughts from the Greek New Testament. The 
book will benefit anyone who is taking (or has taken) a year of New 
Testament Greek.

FROM THE FOREWORD
The goal of every pastor should be to preach “Thus saith the Lord,” 
though perhaps saying it in modern English. The goal should be to 
know the text so well, including its biblical and cultural contexts, and 
to know our own context so well that when we speak, we speak the 
words of God. . . .

I grieve for pastors whose professional responsibilities are so numer-
ous that the only way to fulfill them all is to neglect their marriage and 
family and their own spiritual life, and often their preaching. This is 
one reason why only one out of ten seminary-trained pastors is still in 
the pulpit ten years after graduation and why over 80 percent of their 
spouses want them to change professions. It is truly time for a biblical 
ecclesiology to irradiate human traditions that govern so many of our 
churches.

However, until that day comes—and I am not holding my breath— 
I delight in books such as Greek for Life. I resonate with the sentiment 
that “the end goal of studying Greek is to know the God who has 
revealed himself through his Word.” Greek is a necessary tool for pro-
claiming God’s Word from the pulpit every week, and I am thankful for 
this text and the encouragement it brings to the critical task of being a 
herald of the King.

Benjamin L. Merkle (PhD, Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary) is professor of New Testament 
and Greek at Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary.

Robert L. Plummer (PhD, Southern Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary) is professor of New Testament inter-
pretation at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.

Merkle and Plummer are coauthors, with Andreas J. 
Köstenberger, of Going Deeper with New Testament 
Greek: An Intermediate Study of the Grammar, 
Syntax, and Exegesis of the New Testament.

August 2017

176 pp. · paper · $19.99

978-0-8010-9320-3

Greek

a ebook available
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INTERMEDIATE 
GREEK GRAMMAR
Syntax for Students of the 
New Testament

David L. Mathewson 
and Elodie Ballantine 
Emig

336 pp. · cloth · $32.99

978-0-8010-3072-7

ebook available

READING  
KOINE GREEK
An Introduction and 
Integrated Workbook

Rodney J. Decker

704 pp. · cloth · $49.99

978-0-8010-3928-7

ebook available

USING AND 
ENJOYING  
BIBLICAL GREEK
Reading the New 
Testament with Fluency 
and Devotion

Rodney A. Whitacre

272 pp. · paper · $25.00

978-0-8010-4994-1

ebook available

LINGUISTIC 
ANALYSIS OF  
THE GREEK  
NEW TESTAMENT
Studies in Tools, Methods, 
and Practice

Stanley E. Porter

448 pp. · p · $40.00

978-0-8010-4998-9

ebook available
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The Epistle to the Ephesians
Karl Barth
Introductory Essays by Francis Watson  
and John Webster

Karl Barth is widely acknowledged as one of the great theologians of 
the church. This masterful example of theological interpretation of the 
biblical text presents Barth’s insights on an important Pauline epistle.

In 1921–22, the same period he prepared the groundbreaking revised 
edition of his Romans commentary, Barth lectured on the exposition of 
Ephesians at the University of Göttingen. As he did for his courses on 
other New Testament texts, Barth lectured from a detailed and carefully 
researched manuscript. The resulting set of lectures, now available in 
English for the first time, introduces theological and exegetical issues 
pertinent to the study of Ephesians. The book also includes introduc-
tory essays by two world-renowned scholars, Francis Watson and John 
Webster.

ENDORSEMENTS
“Throughout my more than forty years of preaching, Karl Barth’s 

scriptural exegesis and exposition has been a constant companion and 
most valued source. After I have done all the preparatory work, I turn 
to Barth for final inspiration. It is therefore a major event to have his 
lectures on Ephesians translated into English for the first time. This 
great epistle lends itself particularly to Barth’s powerful proclamation 
of the gospel, as anyone who has read his sermon ‘Saved by Grace’ 
knows. Preachers, heed this opportunity!”—Fleming Rutledge, author  
of The Crucifixion: Understanding the Death of Jesus Christ and Not Ashamed 
of the Gospel

 “In his introduction Francis Watson observes that Barth’s theo-
centrism can result in some startling exegetical insights. That is not 
only true but also well on display in this new translation and edition of 
Barth’s lectures on Ephesians. To recommend a book by Barth is a given, 
but those who read these lectures will discover a Barth who is deter-
mined to make his audience attend to the fact that God has revealed 
himself in Christ.”—Stanley Hauerwas, Duke Divinity School

“This is an exciting addition to the libraries of the theologian and 
the Bible scholar. Barth is one of the greatest theological minds in the 
church and arguably one of the greatest minds of the twentieth century, 
period. His thinking always took shape in close relation to the biblical 
text, which he read carefully, imaginatively, and provocatively. As so 
many today are asking how to relate the Bible to theological concerns, 
having this window into Barth’s engagement during his Göttingen 
period with this magisterial Pauline text is both fascinating and highly 
instructive.”—Douglas A. Campbell, Duke Divinity School

April 2017

192 pp. · cloth · $27.99

978-0-8010-3091-8

Pauline Studies, Com-

mentaries, Theology

a ebook available

Karl Barth (1886–1968) is widely regarded as one 
of the most significant Christian theologians since 
the Reformation. He was a professor of theology 
at several universities in Germany and later taught 
in Basel, Switzerland. His works include Church 
Dogmatics (14 volumes), the most influential work of 
theology in the twentieth century.

PHILIPPIANS  
AND PHILEMON
James W. Thompson and 
Bruce W. Longenecker

240 pp. · paper · $30.00

978-0-8010-3339-1

ebook available

THE APOSTLE 
PAUL AND THE 
CHRISTIAN LIFE
Ethical and Missional 
Implications of the  
New Perspective

Scot McKnight and 
Joseph B. Modica, eds.

224 pp. · paper · $22.99

978-0-8010-4976-7

ebook available

PAUL AS A  
PROBLEM IN 
HISTORY AND 
CULTURE
The Apostle and His Critics 
through the Centuries

Patrick Gray

272 pp. · cloth · $32.99

978-0-8010-4883-8

ebook available

THE MIND  
OF THE SPIRIT
Paul’s Approach to  
Transformed Thinking

Craig S. Keener

448 pp. · cloth · $32.99

978-0-8010-9776-8

ebook available

ALSO OF INTEREST



BIBLE AND INTERPRETATION

For the most complete and updated information on these titles, visit www.bakeracademic.com  |  www.brazospress.com8

I

FOR THE GLORY 
OF GOD
Recovering a Biblical 
Theology of Worship

Daniel I. Block

432 pp. · paper · $34.99

978-0-8010-9856-7

ebook available

STORY AS TORAH
Reading Old Testament 
Narrative Ethically

Gordon J. Wenham

192 pp. · paper · $24.00

978-0-8010-2783-3

USA and Canada only

PROPHECY AND 
HERMENEUTICS
Toward a New Introduc-
tion to the Prophets

Christopher R. Seitz

266 pp. · paper · $26.00

978-0-8010-3258-5

ebook available

EXODUS
Thomas Joseph White, 
OP

336 pp. · cloth · $32.99

978-1-58743-346-7

ebook available

The Heartbeat of Old Testament Theology
Three Creedal Expressions
Mark J. Boda
ACADIA STUDIES IN BIBLE AND THEOLOGY
Craig A. Evans, series editor

“Wonderfully grounded in close readings of biblical texts, this 
work is an impressive presentation of key theological trajectories that 
reveal the person and acts of God across the canon. Boda explores what 
he labels the narrative, character, and relational creeds of Israel and 
then connects them to the redemptive purposes for all of creation. His 
carefully articulated method establishes the Old Testament’s own voice 
before demonstrating its rich and complex ties to the New. Informed, 
creative, and robust, this book is an important contribution!”—M. Daniel 
Carroll R. (Rodas), Wheaton College and Graduate School

“Boda has demonstrated great insight and learning in his numer-
ous previous publications. In The Heartbeat of Old Testament Theology, 
he now illumines the overall theological message of the Old Testament. 
This book is must reading for all serious students of the Bible.” 
—Tremper Longman III, Westmont College

“Boda has written a contemporary Old Testament theology worth 
reading—learned, reflective, insightful, and relevant. His emphasis 
on the creedal affirmations that constitute the ‘pulse’ for theological 
formulation links back to the fountain of Gerhard von Rad but carries 
that proposal forward for today. Students and ministers alike will benefit 
from this work, and it is one I warmly commend.”—Heath A. Thomas, 
Oklahoma Baptist University

CONTENTS
1. Taking the Pulse of Old Testament Theology: Past and Present
2. The Narrative Rhythm: God’s Historical Action
3. The Character Rhythm: God’s Active Character
4. The Relational Rhythm: God’s Relational Identity
5. Integrating the Creedal Rhythms
6. Creation and the Creedal Rhythms
7. Taking the Old Testament Pulse in the New Testament
8. Taking the Old Testament Pulse in the Christian Life
9. Postscript: Calling for Response

Appendix: Biblical Theology and the Old Testament
Indexes

Mark J. Boda (PhD, University of Cambridge) is 
professor of Old Testament at McMaster Divinity 
College. He is the author or editor of more than 
twenty-five books, including the Dictionary of the 
Old Testament: Prophets (coedited with Gordon  
McConville) and commentaries on Haggai, Zechariah, 
1–2 Chronicles, and Judges.

April 2017

240 pp. · paper · $22.99

978-0-8010-3089-5

Biblical Theology, Old 

Testament

a ebook available
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READING THE 
OLD TESTAMENT 
WITH THE AN-
CIENT CHURCH
Exploring the Formation 
of Early Christian Thought

Ronald E. Heine

208 pp. · paper · $24.00

978-0-8010-2777-2

ebook available

INVITATION TO 
THE SEPTUAGINT, 
2ND ED.
Karen H. Jobes and 
Moisés Silva

432 pp. · paper · $36.00

978-0-8010-3649-1

ebook available

ANCIENT 
NEAR EASTERN 
THOUGHT  
AND THE  
OLD TESTAMENT
Introducing the Conceptual 
World of the Hebrew Bible

John H. Walton

368 pp. · paper · $27.99

978-0-8010-2750-5

EU rights: IVP

ebook available

OLD TESTAMENT 
TEXTUAL  
CRITICISM
A Practical Introduction, 
2nd ed.

Ellis R. Brotzman  
and Eric J. Tully

272 pp. · paper · $24.99

978-0-8010-9753-9

ebook available

Old Testament Law for Christians
Original Context and Enduring Application
Roy E. Gane

The Old Testament law is foundational for our understanding of the 
Bible, but for many it remains some of the Old Testament’s most foreign 
and exotic material. In this volume, a leading evangelical expert in 
biblical law helps readers understand Old Testament law, how it func-
tioned in the Old Testament, and how it is (and is not) instructive for 
contemporary Christians. Roy Gane explicates the often confusing legal 
system of ancient Israel, differentiates between time-bound cultural 
aspects of Israelite law and universally applicable aspects of the divine 
value system, and shows the ethical relevance of Old Testament law for 
Christians today.

CONTENTS
Introduction

PART 1: GETTING INTO OLD TESTAMENT LAW

1. Is Old Testament Law Relevant for New Covenant Christians?
2. What Is Old Testament Law?
3. The Purpose of Old Testament Law

PART 2: LITERATURE AND BACKGROUND OF OLD TESTAMENT LAW

4. Navigating Old Testament Laws and Related Literature
5. How Does the Old Testament Law Genre Inculcate Values?
6. Historical Contexts Illuminating Old Testament Laws

PART 3: APPLYING OLD TESTAMENT LAWS

7. Introduction to Applying Old Testament Laws to Christian Life
8. Approaches to Applying Old Testament Law
9. Progressive Moral Wisdom

10. Case Study of Progressive Moral Wisdom: Lost and Profound in Exodus 23:4

PART 4: VALUES IN OLD TESTAMENT LAW

11. Ten Commandments and Related Laws, Part One
12. Ten Commandments and Related Laws, Part Two
13. Social Justice in Old Testament Law
14. Old Testament Law and Theodicy
15. Questions about Keeping Some Old Testament Laws Today
16. Values Reflected in Ritual Laws

Conclusion: The Value of Obedience to God
Indexes

August 2017

448 pp. · paper · $32.99

978-0-8010-4904-0

Pentateuch, Old 

Testament

a ebook available

Roy E. Gane (PhD, University of California, Berkeley) 
is professor of Hebrew Bible and ancient Near East-
ern languages at Seventh-Day Adventist Theological 
Seminary, Andrews University. He is the author of 
several books, including a commentary on Leviticus 
and Numbers.

ALSO OF INTEREST
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NOW IN 
PAPER

THE LOST  
LETTERS  
OF PERGAMUM
A Story from the New 
Testament World, 2nd ed.

Bruce W. Longenecker

208 pp. · paper · $19.99

978-0-8010-9796-6

ebook available

CONVERSION 
 IN LUKE-ACTS

Divine Action, Human 
Cognition, and the People 
of God

Joel B. Green 
208 pp. · paper · $25.00

978-0-8010-9760-7

ebook available

THE STORY OF 
JESUS IN HISTORY 
AND FAITH
An Introduction

Lee Martin McDonald

416 pp. · paper · $32.00

978-0-8010-3987-4

ebook available

SEVEN EVENTS 
THAT SHAPED 
THE NEW TESTA-
MENT WORLD
Warren Carter

192 pp. · paper · $21.99

978-0-8010-3916-4

ebook available

The World of the New Testament
Cultural, Social, and Historical Contexts
Joel B. Green and Lee Martin McDonald, editors

“Green and McDonald have designed a work comprising numerous 
topics essential for engaging the historical context of the New Testa-
ment and earliest Christianity, and they have assembled a good team 
of experienced and emergent scholars, who give concise and informed 
discussions of these topics. The result is a valuable volume, especially 
for students and general readers but also for scholars who want to catch 
up on any of the topics included.”—Larry W. Hurtado, New College, 
University of Edinburgh

“This excellent book contains a wealth of information concerning 
the various contexts (e.g., Jewish, Hellenistic, historical, geographical, 
literary, sociological) in which the New Testament emerged. Since a 
knowledge of these contexts is supremely important for the interpreter, 
a comprehensive yet detailed overview is very welcome indeed. Here 
is a handy reference volume, produced by leading scholars, that every 
serious interpreter will be glad to have.”—Donald A. Hagner, Fuller 
Theological Seminary

“The depth and breadth of The World of the New Testament will 
make it a standard work for libraries and the bookshelves of both 
pastors and scholars across a wide range of traditions. The abundance 
of illustrations, maps, and diagrams brings the material to life. This will 
prove to be an invaluable resource for years to come.”—Susan Eastman, 
Duke Divinity School

“An excellent resource for the historical and cultural background 
of the New Testament. . . . Recommended. Upper-level undergraduates 
and above; general readers.”—D. Ingolfsland, Choice

“A comprehensive resource for understanding the various contexts 
of the New Testament writings. . . . Particularly noteworthy is the 
breadth of subject matter covered and the annotated bibliography at the 
end of each essay. . . . A wide-ranging and helpful resource for a con-
textual approach to the New Testament.”—Kathleen E. Mills, Review of 
Biblical Literature

“A good textbook for any course that attempts to understand the 
New Testament in its wider Greco-Roman milieu.”—Sean A. Adams, 
Expository Times

“This work will make an excellent required text for a class or a 
volume of choice for independent study.”—Joseph D. Fantin, Journal of 
the Evangelical Theological Society

Joel B. Green (PhD, University of Aberdeen) is provost, 
dean of the School of Theology, and professor of 
New Testament interpretation at Fuller Theological 
Seminary. He is the author or editor of numerous 
books, including the Dictionary of Scripture and 
Ethics, the Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels, 
Introducing the New Testament, and commentaries 
on Luke and 1 Peter. He is also editor-in-chief of the 
Journal of Theological Interpretation.

Lee Martin McDonald (PhD, University of Edinburgh),  
before his retirement, was professor of New 
Testament studies and president of Acadia Divinity 
College. He has authored or edited several books, 
including The Biblical Canon.

March 2017

640 pp. · paper · $44.99

978-0-8010-9861-1

New Testament 

Backgrounds/Historical 

Studies/Archaeology

a ebook available

ALSO OF INTEREST
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James, First, Second, and Third John
Kelly Anderson and Daniel Keating
CATHOLIC COMMENTARY ON SACRED SCRIPTURE
Peter S. Williamson and Mary Healy, series editors

“Any observer of contemporary culture will recognize that An-
derson’s and Keating’s lucid commentaries arrive at just the right time, 
when Catholics at the parish level and in undergraduate and seminary 
coursework desperately need resources that acquaint them with the 
scriptural text, the broader scriptural context, and the ways in which 
scriptural passages have been understood and lived within the Church’s 
rich tradition. Well instructed in contemporary scholarship, Anderson 
and Keating put us all in their debt by focusing firmly on the heart of 
the matter—namely, learning from the letters of James and John how 
to live and love as Christians in a fallen world.”—Matthew Levering, 
Mundelein Seminary

“Anderson and Keating have succeeded admirably in advancing the 
aims that the Catholic Commentary on Sacred Scripture series has set 
for itself. The exposition of the inspired text is clear and easily accessi-
ble, rich in making connections with the rest of the Bible and the other 
sources of revelation, and always focused on sharing the saving message 
the Lord has for his people—all done with scholarly excellence. This 
work is a particularly welcome resource for the Church as it strives to 
share the word of God with the world in the New Evangelization.” 
—Allen H. Vigneron, Archbishop of Detroit

NOW AVAILABLE IN THE SERIES

THE GOSPEL OF 
MATTHEW
Curtis Mitch and Edward Sri

384 pp. · paper · $22.99

978-0-8010-3602-6

ebook available

THE GOSPEL  
OF MARK
Mary Healy

352 pp. · paper · $21.99

978-0-8010-3586-9

ebook available

THE GOSPEL  
OF JOHN
Francis Martin and  
William M. Wright IV

368 pp. · paper · $22.99

978-0-8010-3647-7

ebook available

ACTS OF THE  
APOSTLES
William S. Kurz, SJ

400 pp. · paper · $22.99

978-0-8010-3633-0

ebook available

FIRST CORINTHIANS
George T. Montague, SM

320 pp. · paper · $22.00

978-0-8010-3632-3

ebook available

SECOND  
CORINTHIANS
Thomas D. Stegman, SJ

320 pp. · paper · $22.00

978-0-8010-3583-8

ebook available

EPHESIANS
Peter S. Williamson

224 pp. · paper · $20.00

978-0-8010-3584-5

ebook available

PHILIPPIANS,  
COLOSSIANS,  
PHILEMON
Dennis Hamm, SJ

256 pp. · paper · $20.00

978-0-8010-3646-0

ebook available

FIRST AND SECOND 
TIMOTHY, TITUS
George T. Montague, SM

272 pp. · paper · $20.00

978-0-8010-3581-4

ebook available

HEBREWS
Mary Healy

320 pp. · paper · $21.99

978-0-8010-3603-3

ebook available

FIRST AND SECOND 
PETER, JUDE
Daniel Keating

240 pp. · paper · $20.00

978-0-8010-3645-3

ebook available

REVELATION
Peter S. Williamson

384 pp. · paper · $22.99

978-0-8010-3650-7

ebook available

For more information, visit the series website  
at www.CatholicScriptureCommentary.com.

April 2017

304 pp. · paper · $22.99

978-0-8010-4922-4

Commentaries, General 

Epistles/Revelation

a ebook available

Kelly Anderson (PhD candidate, Catholic University 
of America; SSL, Pontifical Biblical Institute, Rome) 
is assistant professor of biblical studies at Saint 
Charles Borromeo Seminary.

Daniel Keating (DPhil, University of Oxford) is pro-
fessor of theology at Sacred Heart Major Seminary. 
He is the author of several books, including First and 
Second Peter, Jude in the Catholic Commentary on 
Sacred Scripture.
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NEITHER COMPLE-
MENTARIAN NOR 
EGALITARIAN
A Kingdom Corrective  
to the Evangelical Gender 
Debate

Michelle Lee-Barnewall

240 pp. · paper · $22.99

978-0-8010-3957-7

ebook available

HANDBOOK OF 
WOMEN BIBLICAL 
INTERPRETERS
A Historical and  
Biographical Guide

Marion Ann Taylor, ed.; 
Agnes Choi, associate ed.

608 pp. · cloth · $45.00

978-0-8010-3356-8

ebook available

ROMANS
Frank J. Matera

400 pp. · paper · $30.00

978-0-8010-3189-2

ebook available

THE CHURCH  
ACCORDING  
TO PAUL
Rediscovering the Commu-
nity Conformed to Christ

James W. Thompson

304 pp. · paper · $26.99

978-0-8010-4882-1

ebook available

When in Romans
An Invitation to Linger with the Gospel 
according to Paul
Beverly Roberts Gaventa

THEOLOGICAL EXPLORATIONS FOR THE 
CHURCH CATHOLIC

“This is a book the church has long needed. 

Gaventa pulls back the thin veneer of familiarity 

to introduce us to the high drama in Paul’s Letter 

to the Romans. Her writing is both scholarly and 

accessible, ancient and contemporary, theologi-

cal and pastoral.”—M. Craig Barnes, Princeton 

Theological Seminary

“No one makes Romans come alive quite like 

Gaventa. In this highly accessible but provocative 

book—aimed at a wide Christian audience—she 

challenges our domesticated construals of Paul’s 

gospel with a vision of God’s comprehensive 

saving agency.”—John M. G. Barclay, Durham 

University

“When in Romans is deceptively accessible and 

lighthearted, so that readers are not immediately 

aware of being drawn into deep and rewarding 

engagement with Paul’s complex text. But once 

inside and grappling with its intricacies, they are 

led securely through by Gaventa’s experienced 

and unfailing judgment.”—Carolyn Osiek, RSCJ, 

Brite Divinity School

Now Available

160 pp. · cloth · $22.99

978-0-8010-9738-6

Pauline Studies

a ebook available

Beverly Roberts Gaventa (PhD, Duke University) 
is Distinguished Professor of New Testament at 
Baylor University. She is also Emerita Professor 
of New Testament at Princeton Theological 
Seminary. Gaventa is the author or editor of 
more than a dozen books, including commen-
taries on 1 and 2 Thessalonians and Acts.

Now Available

368 pp. · paper · $32.99

978-0-8010-9794-2

Pauline Studies, Gender Studies

a ebook available

Paul and Gender
Reclaiming the Apostle’s Vision for Men 
and Women in Christ
Cynthia Long Westfall

“Westfall provides much-needed clarity for those 

of us who are often perplexed and even alarmed 

at the apostle Paul’s remarks about men, women, 

authority, and gender roles. She introduces readers 

to ancient views of marriage and family, provides 

solid exegesis of key Pauline passages, and 

instructs us on what Paul is and is not saying in 

these controversial texts. This book is guaranteed 

to inform and challenge readers to think of gender 

and sexuality in light of a genuinely biblical 

worldview.”—Michael F. Bird, Ridley College, 

Melbourne, Australia

“Westfall breaks new ground in Pauline studies 

by attending to gender concerns in light of socio-

historical context, formal and semantic features of 

the text, and literary constructs. She tackles the 

tough passages head-on, providing clear and at 

times provocative arguments as she builds her  

case that Paul upends his culture’s gendered stereo- 

types in light of the gospel mission.”—Lynn H. 

Cohick, Wheaton College

Cynthia Long Westfall (PhD, University of 
Surrey) is assistant professor of New Testa-
ment at McMaster Divinity College. She is the 
author or coeditor of several books and is a 
member of the editorial board for the Common 
English Bible.

ALSO OF INTEREST

ALSO OF INTEREST
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THE CULTURAL 
WORLD OF THE 
BIBLE
An Illustrated Guide to 
Manners and Customs, 
4th ed.

Victor H. Matthews

336 pp. · paper · $28.00

978-0-8010-4973-6

ebook available

READINGS FROM 
THE ANCIENT 
NEAR EAST
Primary Sources  
for Old Testament Study

Bill T. Arnold and 
Bryan E. Beyer, eds.

240 pp. · paper · $24.99

978-0-8010-2292-0

ANCIENT ISRAEL’S 
HISTORY
An Introduction to Issues 
and Sources

Bill T. Arnold and Rich-
ard S. Hess, eds.

560 pp. · cloth · $44.99

978-0-8010-3930-0

ebook available

ISRAELITE  
RELIGIONS
An Archaeological and 
Biblical Survey

Richard S. Hess

432 pp. · cloth · $40.00

978-0-8010-2717-8

EU rights: IVP

ebook available

The Old Testament
A Historical, Theological,  
and Critical Introduction
Richard S. Hess

“A groundbreaking historical, theological, and 

critical introduction to the Old Testament that 

goes far beyond other introductions in terms of 

breadth, depth, and scope. Hess’s engagement 

with the history of interpretation, his sensitivity 

to the theological and literary aspects of texts, and 

his willingness to engage gender, globalization, 

and postmodern ideologies, make this a must-

have for scholars and students. I look forward to 

using this outstanding book in the classroom.” 

—Marion Taylor, Wycliffe College, University  

of Toronto

“Hess has produced a truly outstanding introduc-

tion to the Old Testament. It provides a thorough-

going, scholarly presentation of all the books of 

the Hebrew Bible yet at the same time is accessible 

for students with its well-structured, articulate 

text. Moreover, the excellent selection and place-

ment of illustrative materials provides a wonderful 

undergirding that rightly serves the reader in the 

learning experience.”—K. Lawson Younger Jr., 

Trinity Evangelical Divinity School

Richard S. Hess (PhD, Hebrew Union College) 
is Earl S. Kalland Professor of Old Testament 
and Semitic Languages at Denver Seminary 
and editor of the Denver Journal. He is the 
author or editor of more than forty books, 
including Ancient Israel’s History and Israelite 
Religions.

Now Available

560 pp. · cloth · $49.99

978-0-8010-3918-8

Old Testament, Old Testament 

Backgrounds/Historical Studies/

Archaeology

 ebook available

The World around  
the Old Testament
The People and Places  
of the Ancient Near East
Bill T. Arnold and Brent A. Strawn, 
editors

“The best scholars in the modern world illuminate 

the various peoples in the ancient world of the 

Bible in this indispensable resource for students 

and teachers.”—William M. Schniedewind, 

University of California, Los Angeles

“An eminently useful and accessible resource. 

The volume features detailed, well-written, and 

informative articles on various peoples and 

places mentioned in the Bible, written by leading 

authorities in the field. The careful attention 

devoted to recent archaeological excavations and 

ancient inscriptions is most welcome.”—Gary N. 

Knoppers, University of Notre Dame

“A refreshing contribution to contextualizing the 

Hebrew Bible within its ancient Near Eastern and 

Mediterranean context. The specialists for each 

area focus on their particular region while tying it 

into the larger framework of the Hebrew Bible.” 

—Tammi J. Schneider, Claremont Graduate 

University

ALSO OF INTEREST

Bill T. Arnold (PhD, Hebrew Union College) 
is Paul S. Amos Professor of Old Testament 
Interpretation at Asbury Theological Seminary.

Brent A. Strawn (PhD, Princeton Theological 
Seminary) is professor of Old Testament at the 
Candler School of Theology, Emory University.

ALSO OF INTEREST

Now Available

816 pp. · cloth · $49.99

978-0-8010-3714-6

Old Testament, Old Testament Survey

a ebook available

I
course help for professors and study aids for students
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LOVE IN THE GOS-
PEL OF JOHN
An Exegetical, Theological, 
and Literary Study

Francis J. Moloney, SDB

272 pp. · cloth · $35.00

978-0-8010-4928-6

ebook available

THE KINGDOM 
ACCORDING TO 
LUKE AND ACTS
A Social, Literary, and 
Theological Introduction

Karl Allen Kuhn

336 pp. · paper · $30.00

978-0-8010-4887-6

ebook available

JESUS THE  
GOD-MAN
The Unity and Diversity  
of the Gospel Portrayals

Darrell L. Bock with 
Benjamin I. Simpson

208 pp. · paper · $19.99

978-0-8010-9778-2

ebook available

THE SYNOPTIC 
PROBLEM
Four Views

Stanley E. Porter and 
Bryan R. Dyer, eds.

208 pp. · paper · $22.99

978-0-8010-4950-7

ebook available

The Last Adam
A Theology of the Obedient Life  
of Jesus in the Gospels
Brandon D. Crowe

“Crowe’s emphasis on the importance of Jesus’s 

ministry combines exegetical detail, attention to 

reception-history, and a candid theological con-

cern (with particular, but not exclusive, attention 

to the Reformed tradition). Crowe shows the 

theological yield of attending to the Gospels’ pre-

sentation of Jesus as the new Adam who redeems 

through his life as well as his death.”—Larry W. 

Hurtado, University of Edinburgh

“The issue of Jesus’s relationship to Adam and 

whether the Savior’s life, along with his death, was 

vicarious is a much-discussed, and sometimes 

debated, topic in theology. The Last Adam presents 

a full walk through the issues tied to this discus-

sion. It makes for fascinating reading as we come 

to reflect more on what Jesus’s life and ministry 

may have been about.”—Darrell L. Bock, Dallas 

Theological Seminary

Now Available

288 pp. · paper · $29.99

978-0-8010-9626-6

Gospels/Acts, Jesus Studies

a ebook available

Brandon D. Crowe (PhD, University of 
Edinburgh) is associate professor of New 
Testament at Westminster Theological Semi-
nary, where he also serves as New Testament 
department coordinator and coordinator of the 
Greek language curriculum. He has authored 
numerous books and serves as book review 
editor for Westminster Theological Journal.

Now Available

768 pp. · cloth · $49.99

978-0-8010-9808-6

Gospels/Acts, Jesus Studies

a ebook available

Jesus according to Scripture
Restoring the Portrait from the Gospels, 
2nd ed.
Darrell L. Bock  
with Benjamin I. Simpson

The second edition has been substantially revised 

and updated throughout and includes three new 

chapters on how we got the Gospels.

ENDORSEMENTS

“I am pleased that a second edition of this book 

is now available. It offers a needed corrective to 

the quirky portraits of Jesus that have appeared in 

recent years. As the title implies, Bock and Simp-

son present Jesus in the light of what the Gospels 

actually say. Readers will especially appreciate the 

accessible layout.”—Craig A. Evans, Houston 

Baptist University

“The four Gospels are a vast forest in which even 

the well-initiated can lose their way, especially 

among the thickets of burgeoning scholarship. We 

should all be grateful not just for a big handy map 

like this but also for the experienced trail guides 

putting it into our hands.”—Nicholas Perrin, 

Wheaton Graduate School

Darrell L. Bock (PhD, University of Aberdeen) 
is executive director for cultural engagement 
at the Hendricks Center and senior research 
professor of New Testament studies at Dallas 
Theological Seminary.

Benjamin I. Simpson (PhD, Dallas Theological 
Seminary) is assistant professor of New 
Testament studies and director of resource 
development at the Washington, DC, campus 
of Dallas Theological Seminary.

ALSO OF INTEREST

ALSO OF INTEREST

I



For the most complete and updated information on these titles, visit www.bakeracademic.com  |  www.brazospress.com 15

BIBLE AND INTERPRETATION

I

READING THE 
GOSPELS WISELY
A Narrative and Theologi-
cal Introduction

Jonathan T. Pennington

288 pp. · paper · $26.00

978-0-8010-3937-9

ebook available

MATTHEW
David L. Turner

848 pp. · cloth · $54.99

978-0-8010-2684-3

ebook available

INTRODUCING 
THE NEW  
TESTAMENT
A Historical, Literary, 
and Theological Survey

Mark Allan Powell

560 pp. · cloth · $44.99

978-0-8010-2868-7

ebook available

A HITCHHIKER’S 
GUIDE TO JESUS
Reading the Gospels on 
the Ground

Bruce N. Fisk

288 pp. · paper · $23.00

978-0-8010-3606-4

The Sermon on the Mount 
and Human Flourishing
A Theological Commentary
Jonathan T. Pennington

The Sermon on the Mount is one of the most 

influential passages of the Bible. It is the most 

studied and commented upon portion of the 

Christian Scriptures, with every Christian gen-

eration turning to it for insight and guidance. In 

this volume Jonathan Pennington, a recognized 

expert on the Gospels, shows that the Sermon on 

the Mount offers a clear window into understand-

ing God’s work in Christ. Pennington provides a 

historical, theological, and literary commentary 

on the Sermon and explains how this text offers 

insight into God’s plan for human flourishing.  

As he explores the literary dimensions and theo-

logical themes of this famous passage, he situates 

the Sermon in dialogue with the Jewish and Greek  

virtue traditions and the philosophical-theological 

question of human flourishing. Pennington also 

relates the Sermon’s theological themes to contem-

porary issues such as ethics, philosophy,  

and economics.

Jonathan T. Pennington (PhD, University of 
St. Andrews) is associate professor of New 
Testament interpretation and director of 
research doctoral studies at the Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. He is the author 
of Reading the Gospels Wisely and Heaven 
and Earth in the Gospel of Matthew.

Now Available

320 pp. · paper · $29.99

978-0-8010-4999-6

Gospels/Acts, Church History,  

Literature/Arts/Communication

a ebook available

The Parables after Jesus
Their Imaginative Receptions  
across Two Millennia
David B. Gowler

“Gowler is a master of the reception history of the 

Bible, and he demonstrates his wisdom and expe-

rience in this wonderful book about the reading of 

the parables of Jesus down the centuries. It shows 

the richness of the resources that await us and the 

benefits for biblical interpretation which come 

from this approach, particularly when they are so 

sensitively and lucidly applied.”—Christopher 

Rowland, University of Oxford

“This delightful book romps rapidly through the 

history of interpretation of the parables. Gowler 

introduces us not merely to the familiar greats 

and how they interpreted the parables, but also 

to lesser-known interpreters: women, artists, and 

musicians all feature in this text. Blues musicians 

and catacomb paintings, abolitionists and the 

politically powerful: here they are all given their 

chance to speak. Gowler reveals a history made 

up of contextualized people interpreting Jesus’s 

quintessential teachings for their times.”—Mariam 

Kovalishyn, Regent College

ALSO OF INTEREST

David B. Gowler, PhD, is the Dr. Lovick Pierce 
and Bishop George F. Pierce Chair of Religion 
at Emory University, where he also directs the 
Pierce Institute for Leadership and Community 
Engagement and is senior faculty fellow 
for the Center for Ethics. He has authored 
numerous books.

ALSO OF INTEREST

June 2017

352 pp. · cloth · $32.99

978-0-8010-4963-7

Commentaries, Gospels/Acts

a ebook available
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READING THE 
NEW TESTAMENT 
IN THE CHURCH
A Primer for Pastors, 
Religious Educators,  
and Believers

Francis J. Moloney, SDB

240 pp. · paper · $23.00

978-0-8010-4980-4

ebook available

THE TEMPLE IN 
THE GOSPEL OF 
MARK
A Study in Its  
Narrative Role

Timothy C. Gray

240 pp. · paper · $43.00

978-0-8010-3892-1

USA and Canada only

A MANIFESTO FOR 
THEOLOGICAL 
INTERPRETATION
Craig G. Bartholomew 
and Heath A. Thomas, eds.

304 pp. · paper · $29.99

978-0-8010-3087-1

ebook available

A HANDBOOK OF 
NEW TESTAMENT 
EXEGESIS
Craig L. Blomberg with 
Jennifer Foutz Markley

320 pp. · paper · $28.00

978-0-8010-3177-9

ebook available

Hermeneutics  
as Apprenticeship
How the Bible Shapes Our Interpretive 
Habits and Practices
David I. Starling

“A refreshing and important call to think of biblical 

interpretation not in terms of mastering the text 

but of learning the craft of interpretation from the 

biblical authors themselves. Such apprenticeship 

is ultimately less methodological mastery than 

spiritual formation. Starling focuses on the way the 

biblical authors themselves received earlier texts 

and composed Scripture by means of inner-biblical 

interpretation. In an age of pervasive interpretive 

pluralism, where no single interpretive practice 

stands out as authoritative, Starling’s case for 

contemporary interpreters to become apprentices 

to the biblical authors who know how to read the 

Bible, and themselves, in the light of Christ is a 

suggestion as timely as it is welcome.”—Kevin J. 

Vanhoozer, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School

“This wise and provocative book invites us to see 

how Scripture interprets Scripture. Highlighting 

various interpretive dispositions and practices at 

work within the two Testaments, Starling offers us 

models for our own continuing apprenticeship in  

reading the Bible as Scripture.”—Michael J. Gorman,  

St. Mary’s Seminary and University, Baltimore

Now Available

256 pp. · paper · $24.99

978-0-8010-4939-2

Hermeneutics/Exegesis

a ebook available

David I. Starling (PhD, University of Sydney) 
is senior lecturer in New Testament and 
theology and head of the Bible and Theology 
Department at Morling College in Australia. 
He has authored several books and serves 
as New Testament book review editor for 
Themelios.

Now Available

288 pp. · paper · $27.99

978-0-8010-3569-2

Gospels/Acts, Worship/Liturgy

a ebook available

The Gospel of Mark
A Liturgical Reading
Charles A. Bobertz

“All reconstructions of the Markan community are 

conjectural. Presented as a commentary on the 

Second Gospel, Bobertz’s proposal adopts a liturgical 

attitude toward diverse social pressures exerted upon 

Christian readers in the apostolic age. His argument 

is closely reasoned, well researched, jargon-free, 

clear, and resolute.”—C. Clifton Black, Princeton 

Theological Seminary

“Bobertz takes the bold but necessary step of re-

storing Mark’s Gospel to its original context—not 

just to the first century or to some ancient Chris-

tian author or literary genre, but to the earliest 

Christian communities and gatherings, formed in 

the ritual crucible of baptism and Eucharist. This 

is not merely a ‘liturgical’ reading in any narrow 

sense, but a genuinely contextual one, which not 

only bears new insights into the ancient origin 

and setting of the Gospel, but offers modern 

readers fresh insight into its relevance for them as 

members of baptized and eucharistic commu-

nities.”—Andrew McGowan, Yale Divinity School

Charles A. Bobertz (PhD, Yale University) is 
professor of theology at St. John’s University, 
where he has taught for over twenty years, 
and is a deacon of Pax Christi Parish in Eden 
Prairie, Minnesota. He previously taught at 
Loyola College in Maryland.
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I

1–2  
THESSALONIANS
Jeffrey A. D. Weima

736 pp. · cloth · $54.99

978-0-8010-2685-0

ebook available

2 CORINTHIANS
George H. Guthrie

736 pp. · cloth · $49.99

978-0-8010-2673-7

ebook available

KINGDOM  
CONSPIRACY
Returning to the Radical 
Mission of the Local 
Church

Scot McKnight

304 pp. · paper · $19.99

978-0-8010-9785-0

ebook available

THE EVOLUTION 
OF ADAM
What the Bible Does  
and Doesn’t Say about 
Human Origins

Peter Enns

192 pp. · paper · $19.00

978-1-58743-315-3

ebook available

Adam and the Genome
Reading Scripture after Genetic Science
Dennis R. Venema and Scot McKnight
Foreword by Tremper Longman III
Afterword by Daniel Harrell

“With the advances in science, we have two 

accounts of the origin of living beings—one scien-

tific, the other scriptural—and many believe that 

they are mutually exclusive. This book carefully 

considers whether that claim is true. The result 

is the most lucid and thorough discussion of the 

topic I have ever read. Venema explains genetic 

concepts by using everyday illustrations. McKnight 

discusses the biblical issues and shows us how 

theologically rich and intellectually satisfying they 

are. This book will mark a watershed moment in 

the history of evangelical Christianity.” 

—Darrel Falk, Point Loma Nazarene University

“Venema and McKnight address in a learned yet 

accessible way issues about which many of us 

have little understanding. We are indebted to 

them for giving us information and insights that 

enable us to think about human origins in ways 

that are both scientifically informed and grounded 

in a carefully nuanced interaction with the biblical 

text and early Jewish traditions.”—John H. Walton, 

Wheaton College

Dennis R. Venema (PhD, University of British 
Columbia) is professor of biology at Trinity 
Western University and Fellow of Biology for 
the BioLogos Foundation.

Scot McKnight (PhD, University of Notting-
ham), a world-renowned scholar, writer, and 
speaker, is Julius R. Mantey Professor of New 
Testament at Northern Seminary.

Now Available

288 pp. · paper · $24.99

978-0-8010-9751-5

Pauline Studies, Hermeneutics/

Exegesis

a ebook available

Paul the Ancient  
Letter Writer
An Introduction to Epistolary Analysis
Jeffrey A. D. Weima

“Weima’s masterful study sets before readers the 

benefits of paying close attention to the structure 

of Paul’s letters. The chapters investigate standard 

features as well as changes in the regular patterns 

in the opening, thanksgiving, body, and closing 

sections of Paul’s epistles. Weima writes with great 

clarity and deep insight, laying out the ways in 

which close attention to these epistolary features 

can enrich and enlarge our understanding of these 

letters. An outstanding book from a seasoned and 

much-respected scholar.”—Paul Foster, University 

of Edinburgh

“This comprehensive study of the method and lit-

erary analysis of the epistles is a valuable resource 

for both the beginning student of exegesis and the 

experienced practitioner. Weima brings together 

the history of research and decades of his own 

work, moving beyond the identification of ancient 

literary conventions to demonstrate the ways in 

which Paul has shaped them for his own purposes. 

The book is unparalleled among current books on 

epistolography.”—James W. Thompson, Abilene 

Christian University

ALSO OF INTEREST

Jeffrey A. D. Weima (PhD, Wycliffe College, 
University of Toronto) is professor of New 
Testament at Calvin Theological Seminary and 
author of 1–2 Thessalonians in the Baker Ex-
egetical Commentary on the New Testament. 
He has taught all over the world and leads 
biblical study tours to Greece, Turkey, Italy, 
Israel, and Jordan.

ALSO OF INTEREST

Now Available

240 pp. · paper · $19.99

978-1-58743-394-8

New Testament General Studies, 

Christianity and Culture, Science 

and Religion

a ebook available
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Beginning Biblical Hebrew
A Grammar and Illustrated Reader
John A. Cook and Robert D. Holmstedt

This innovative textbook by two leading experts in Biblical Hebrew combines the best of traditional 

grammars, new insights into Hebrew linguistics, and a creative pedagogical approach. The book 

includes fifty brief grammar lessons with accompanying workbook-style exercises, appendixes 

providing more detailed explanations, and a full-color reader—bound at the back of the book 

for right-to-left reading—that incorporates comics, line drawings, and numerous exercises, all in 

Hebrew. Professors can adapt the book to either one-semester or full-year courses.

PRAISE FOR BEGINNING BIBLICAL HEBREW

“Cook and Holmstedt’s grammar is a breath of fresh air. It engages students at multiple levels 

through inductive and holistic approaches to language acquisition. If you want your students to 

learn biblical Hebrew in a deep and substantial way, and help them enjoy the process as well, then 

this grammar is exactly what you are looking for.”—Charles Halton, Houston Baptist University

Beginning Biblical Hebrew  
Instructor’s Manual and Answer Key
John A. Cook and Robert D. Holmstedt

This full-color instructor’s manual includes the entire text of Beginning Biblical Hebrew plus marginal 

notes with pedagogical suggestions and answers to exercises.

John A. Cook (PhD, University of Wisconsin– 
Madison) is associate professor of Old Testament 
at Asbury Theological Seminary. He has taught 
undergraduate and graduate courses at the  
University of Wisconsin, Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School, Wheaton College, and Grace College.

Robert D. Holmstedt (PhD, University of Wisconsin– 
Madison) is associate professor of Near and 
Middle Eastern civilizations at the University 
of Toronto. His primary research interest is the 
linguistic study of Northwest Semitic languages.
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Readings
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(Answer—True or Not True, and Why?)  
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 (Answer—True or Not True, and Why?)  

 are true/

false questions with the explanation 

required. Again, the explanations are 

intended to be short and repetitive. 

Here and wherever else this exercise 

appears, the great majority (sometimes 

all) of the answers are . This 

is because it is simpler to write an 

explanation for a negative answer; it is 

often a matter of correcting a subject or 

adding a negative. In contrast, it is often 

difficult to compose a simple explana-

tion for a positive answer. Even if stu-

dents begin to notice (and anticipate) 

the pattern of frequent  an-

swers, formulating the explanations still 

requires that they understand the initial 

statement and are able to correct it.

When there are two Cloze exercises in 

the same reading (or, for larger read-

ings, in the same section), the second 

is always quite a bit more difficult than 

the first.

r-36

Readings

together here third

In the first speech bubble, the phrase 

 is an adjectival for-

mation that has not been explicitly 

discussed but will be soon after this 

(L32). Since  has already been 

used in the Genesis 3 readings, it 

may be simplest to by-pass discus-

sion of the adjective at this point. (You 

may wish to address it with the next 

section, however; see below.) If the 

subject is addressed here, then focus 

on two features: adjectives that follow 

the noun like this (1) agree in number 

and gender with the noun and (2) typi-

cally match the presence/absence of 

the article  on the noun. More will be 

said in L32.

There are several weak verbs in the 

vocabulary list. For the I-  verb , 

see appendix C.4b. This type of weak 

verb was introduced in  and 

in  of . For the I-  verb 

, see appendix C.4e. For the II-  

verbs , , and , see appen-

dix C.4g. The II-  verb  was intro-

duced in  ( ). Finally, if 

any student asks about , be 

prepared to identify the root  and 

address the rare  Hishtafel.

course help for professors and study aids for students

Available

324 pp. · paper · $40.00
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Now Available

340 pp. · paper · $80.00
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