








Andrew Root (PhD, Princeton Theological Seminary)
I is Carrie Olson Baalson Chair of Youth and Family
Ministry at Luther Seminary. He is the author of

numerous books, including Bonhoeffer as Youth
August 2017 Worker, The Children of Divorce, Revisiting Relational
256 pp. - paper - $22.99 Youth Ministry, and Relationships Unfiltered, and

978-0-8010-9846-8 is the coauthor (with Kenda Creasy Dean) of The

Practical Theology/Church
Life, Christianity and
Culture, Youth Ministry

[ ebook available

Theological Turn in Youth Ministry.

ALSO OF INTEREST

Faith Formation in a Secular Age

Responding to the Church’s Obsession
with Youthfulness

Andrew Root
MINISTRY IN A SECULAR AGE

The loss or disaffiliation of young adults is a much-discussed topic in
the church today. Many faith-formation programs focus on keeping the
young, believing the youthful spirit will save the church. But do these
programs have more to do with an obsession with youthfulness than
with helping young people encounter the living God?

Questioning the search for new or improved faith-formation programs,
leading practical theologian Andrew Root offers an alternative take on
the issue of youth drifting away from the church and articulates how
faith can be formed in our secular age. He offers a theology of faith con-
structed from a rich cultural conversation, providing a deeper under-
standing of the phenomena of the “nones” and “moralistic therapeutic
deism.” Root helps readers understand why forming faith is so hard in
our context and shows that what we have lost is not the ability to keep
people connected to our churches but an imagination for how and
where God could be present in their lives. He considers what faith is
and what steps we can take to move into it, exploring a Pauline concept
of faith as encounter with divine action. This is the first book in what
will be a three-volume set in which Root explores ministry in a secular age.

CONTENTS

Introduction: Bonhoeffer Thinks We're Drunk

PART 1: A HISTORY OF THE AGE OF AUTHENTICITY:
THE CHALLENGE OF FORMING FAITH

The Boring Church and the Pursuit of Authenticity
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The Rise of the Hippie and the Obsession with Youthfulness
The Rise of Hip
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9. From Membership to a Mystical Union

10.  The Music of Formation

11.  Is God a Favor Bestower or Gift Giver?
Conclusion: Practical Steps to Consider as the Household of Ministry
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The Minister as Moral Theologian
Ethical Dimensions of Pastoral Leadership
Sondra Wheeler

The ordinary practice of ministry requires pastors and Christian leaders
to serve as moral theologians in their communities. Ministers must
preach about morally challenging texts, teach about moral issues and
conflicts, offer moral counsel, and serve as an example regarding the
shape of faithful Christian life.

Respected scholar and veteran teacher Sondra Wheeler offers Christian
leaders tools for facing the demands and seizing the opportunities of
being a moral teacher. Grounding pastoral ethics in spiritual formation
and spiritual disciplines, she invites leaders to reconnect the demands
of their office with their aspirations as a disciple. The book integrates
ethical preaching, teaching, and counsel with the pastor’s own moral
and spiritual life and is focused on the day-to-day challenges and possi-
bilities of ministry in churches and other institutional settings. Offering
guidance many practicing pastors wish they had received in seminary,
this is an essential text for courses in the practice of ministry.

ENDORSEMENTS

“Some pastors approach their work as moral theologians seriously
but not humbly, thereby failing to recognize the complexity of the task.
Others recognize that complexity but respond by shunning the respon-
sibility. This important book challenges both of these errors, and in the
process it provides everyday counsel that is as practical as it is sophis-
ticated. Sondra Wheeler is an exceptionally wise moral theologian, and
all who heed her words will be the wiser for it."—Craig C. Hill, Perkins
School of Theology, Southern Methodist University

“The Minister as Moral Theologian is a wise, compassionate, and
direct treatment of Christian ethics in the pastoral tasks of preaching,
teaching, and counseling. Wheeler reminds us of the challenges, joys,
blessings, and wonders of pastoral ministry. This is a must-read for
seminarians and seasoned clergy alike.”—Kathryn Greene-McCreight,
associate chaplain, The Episcopal Church at Yale; author of Darkness Is
My Only Companion: A Christian Response to Mental Illness

CONTENTS

Introduction: Why This Book?

The Minister as Ethicist

Preaching on Morally Difficult Texts and Occasions
Teaching about Moral Issues

Giving Moral Counsel

Serving as a Moral Example

Further Reading

Index
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Practices of Love

Spiritual Disciplines for the Life of the World
Kyle David Bennett

Foreword by James K. A. Smith

Spiritual disciplines are often viewed primarily as a means to draw us
closer to God. While these practices do deepen and enrich our “vertical”
relationship with God, Kyle David Bennett argues that they were origi-
nally designed to positively impact our “horizontal” relationships—with
neighbors, strangers, enemies, friends, family, animals, and even the
earth. However, this “horizontal” dimension has often been overlooked
or forgotten in contemporary discussions of the spiritual disciplines.

Practices of Love offers an alternative way of understanding the classic
spiritual disciplines that makes them relevant, doable, and meaningful
for everyday Christians. Bennett shows how the disciplines are remedial
practices that correct the malformed ways we do everyday things, such
as think, eat, talk, own, work, and rest. Through personal anecdotes,
engagement with Scripture, and vivid cultural references, he invites us
to practice the spiritual disciplines wholesale and shows how changing
the way we do basic human activities can bring healing, renewal, and
transformation to our day-to-day lives and the world around us.

EXCERPT

We tend to link our personal relationship with God to stimulation and
the need to feel what some psychologists have called “positive” emo-
tions. In essence this means that when we don't feel good, we turn to
God to make us better. Our hope is that God will replace the “negative”
emotions (e.g., sadness, anger, fear) that we are feeling with “positive”
ones (e.g., excitement, serenity, confidence). We want and expect to feel
something when we reach out to God.

Its not wrong for us to enjoy “positive” emotions. There’s nothing wrong
with feeling good. Yet what seems to happen in our lived practice of
worshiping is that we don't simply enjoy the stimulation; we expect it
from God. We don't just value “positive” emotions, but in our lived
experience and practice, we demand them from God every time we step
foot in church or “meet” with him.

If we pay close attention to our expectations and experiences, this
search for stimulation and “positive” emotions is at the heart of our
lived practice of spirituality. And if you're anything like me, this is what
founded and fueled your passion and practice of spiritual disciplines.
It's probably how you still practice these disciplines. Truth be told:
think it’s a problem.

SPIRITUAL
FRIENDSHIP

Finding Love in the
Church as a Celibate
Gay Christian

c Wesley Hill
FRIEWDSHIF | 160 pp. - paper - $14.99
978-1-58743-349-8

ebook available

DIVINE SEX

A Compelling Vision for
Christian Relationships in
a Hypersexualized Age

Jonathan Grant
256 pp. - paper - $19.99
978-1-58743-369-6
ebook available

42 For the most complete and updated information on these titles, visit www.bakeracademic.com | www.brazospress.com



PRACTICAL THEOLOGY, SPIRITUALITY, AND FORMATION

Practicing Christian Education
An Introduction for Ministry
Mark A. Maddix and James Riley Estep Jr.

This accessible introduction to the broad scope of Christian education
focuses on its practice in the local church. Two leading experts argue
that Christian education encompasses all of the intentional practices of
the local church, including worship, mission, sacraments, and teaching.
They explore Christian education not only as a field of study but as a
vital congregational ministry, showing how congregations can engage
in discipleship and formation for spiritual growth. Practicing Christian
Education features exercises and other pedagogical devices and includes
reflection questions and suggestions for further reading.

ENDORSEMENT

“This short volume is a practical introduction to the theory and
practice of Christian education ministry. Maddix and Estep provide an
overview of critical aspects of educational ministry that promote spiri-
tual vitality, growth, and maturity, with ideas for how this can be carried
out in a variety of ministry settings. This one-volume introduction will
be useful in introductory courses, providing a taste of important issues
and approaches in educational ministry, and helpful questions for
reflection or group discussion.”—Kevin E. Lawson, Talbot School of
Theology, Biola University; editor of the Christian Education Journal

CONTENTS

1. The Value of Christian Education

2. Biblical Principles for Practicing Christian Education
3. Theology for Practicing Christian Education

4. The History of Practicing Christian Education

5. Education as Christian

6.  Christian Education as Ministry

7. Learning to Be a Christian

8. Scripture as Formation

9. Congregational Education and Formation
10.  Christian Formation
11. Developmental Theory
12.  Life Span Development
13.  Christian Education and Church Health
14.  Teaching for Discipleship
15.  Leading and Administrating Christian Education
16. A Path toward Spiritual Maturity: Curriculum
17.  Equipping for Service

Indexes
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James Riley Estep Jr. (PhD, Trinity Evangelical
Divinity School) is professor of Christian education
at Lincoln Christian University. He is the author or
coauthor of several books, regularly contributes
to Christian education journals, and presentsto a
broad array of denominational and professional
groups.
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Terry Linhart (PhD, Purdue University) is
director of the youth ministry and adolescent
studies program, professor of youth ministry,
and chair of the department of religion and
philosophy at Bethel College. He directs the
Youth Specialties Academic Support Network
and is the author of six books.
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Teaching the

Next Generations

A Comprehensive Guide

for Teaching Christian Formation
Terry Linhart, editor

“Too often I see ministry leaders who could use

a crash course in improving their communica-
tion chops. This book is that course! Linhart has
brought together the best teachers to help us
understand how teaching and learning intersect
with ministry to young people. This book is loaded
with biblical concepts and practical examples.
When you're done digesting all that’s here, you'll
have new confidence and a skill set that will make
you a more effective teacher. Whether you're
studying this in a college classroom or you're a
veteran youth worker looking to improve, I'm
happy to recommend this book to you.”—Doug
Fields, veteran youth worker, author, and co-
founder of Download Youth Ministry

“Linhart has brought together some of the finest
thinkers in Christian education to equip Christian
teachers to faithfully and effectively fulfill their
calling. This book will be a valuable resource for
teachers for years to come.”—Chap Clark, Fuller
Theological Seminary; author of Adoptive Youth
Ministry
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Bethany Hanke Hoang (MDiv, Princeton Theo-
logical Seminary) advises and regularly speaks
on behalf of the Institute for Biblical Justice for
International Justice Mission (IJM.org).

Kristen Deede Johnson (PhD, University

of St. Andrews) is associate professor of
theology and Christian formation at Western
Theological Seminary in Michigan.
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The Justice Calling
Where Passion Meets Perseverance

Bethany Hanke Hoang and Kristen
Deede Johnson

Foreword by Mark Labberton

The paperback edition includes a new reader’s guide.

ENDORSEMENTS

“Many books on justice have appeared in recent
years. Three things make this one stand out

from the crowd. First, instead of quoting only a
few golden nuggets from Scripture, the authors
trace the theme of justice throughout Scripture.
Second, they give concreteness to their discussion
with harrowing true-life stories of present-day sex
trafficking and slavery. And third, they explicitly
address the need of those who struggle for justice,
patience, lament, and hope. An important contri-
bution.”—Nicholas Wolterstorff, Yale University

“A powerful and timely book that shows us why
the God of justice must be at the center of the
justice movement in this generation. The authors
have combined their years of national and global
experience along with deep theological reflection
to produce one of the best biblical theologies on
justice that I've ever read. I highly recommend
it!"—Brenda Salter McNeil, Seattle Pacific Uni-
versity; author of Roadmap to Reconciliation and A
Credible Witness
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speaker and media commentator in the United
States and abroad. He is the founder and leader
of Sojourners, a magazine, movement, and global
network whose mission is to put faith into action
for social justice. Wallis has written more than ten
books, including The (Un)Common Good and the
New York Times bestsellers God's Politics and The
Great Awakening. He also teaches at Georgetown
University and has taught at Harvard University.
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America’s Original Sin

Racism, White Privilege, and the Bridge
to a New America

Jim Wallis
Foreword by Bryan Stevenson

Leading Christian activist Jim Wallis shows how Christians can work
together to overcome the destructive and pervasive nature of racism in
American society. The paper edition includes an updated preface.

PRAISE FOR AMERICA’S ORIGINAL SIN

“America’s Original Sin is a powerful act of Spirit-led truth telling
and a loving disruption of the status quo. Jim Wallis calls us to tran-
scend racial categories and to see in one another the image of God. He
points out the structural realities of sinful racism and makes clear that
to be redeemed, we must do more than deny it. This is required reading
for all who believe in the promises of God, who hope for the American
democracy, and who long to see the power of a justice ethos grounded
in love.”—Rev. Dr. William Barber II, president, North Carolina State
Conference of the NAACP; author of The Third Reconstruction

“For decades, Jim Wallis has steadfastly spoken, written, and lived
as one commiitted to racial justice and reconciliation. This book is a
consummate distillation of those themes that leans back to remember
‘America’s original sin,” principally to rivet our attention and commit-
ment to a different future. This is a sobering and motivating act of
hope.”—Mark Labberton, Fuller Theological Seminary

“I have been waiting a long time for this book. I have been waiting
for a white, male, evangelical Christian to say what Jim Wallis has the
courage to say. America, the church, the criminal justice system, and
indeed all of us need to engage in the level of truth telling that Jim is
calling for in this book.”—Cynthia L. Hale, senior pastor, Ray of Hope
Christian Church, Decatur, Georgia

“A thought-provoking plea to white evangelicals and white Chris-
tians in general.”—James Wetherbee, Library Journal

“Wallis’s book offers a beautiful starting point for white people who
are beginning the journey, who do not yet understand the historical
realities of race in America and their relationship to contemporary
injustices. . . . [It is a call] to conversion, to actions that begin with the
individual, move into the world, and stand in the face of systems that
oppress.”—Brian Bantum, Christian Century
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God in the Movies
A Guide for Exploring Four Decades of Film

Catherine M. Barsotti and Robert K. Johnston,
editors

Foreword by Ralph Winter

Foremost experts on faith and film, all connected with the Reel Spiri-
tuality Institute at Fuller Seminary, explore forty leading movies from
the last four decades to encourage students and others in small-group
settings to reflect critically and theologically on their film choices.

Following a format similar to Barsotti and Johnston’s successful Finding
God in the Movies, this completely new book covers different films. It
contains production notes and film synopses, relevant Scripture texts,
theological reflection, discussion questions, film stills, recommended
film clips, and more, serving as a treasure chest for hours of film view-
ing, discussion, and ministry. Clips from the movies referenced in each
chapter are available online.

CONTENTS

Introduction: Film and Faith—
Welcome to a Maturing Conversation

THE ’00S: THE DECADE
OF THE UNEXPECTED

THE ’80S: A DECADE 21. Children of Men
OF CONTRADICTION 22.  lars and the Real Girl

1 Amadeus 23. Munyurangabg

9 Babette’s Feast 24. Secre?Sunsh/ne

3. Chariots of Fire 25. A Serious Man

4. Crimes and Misdemeanors 26 The Son )

5 Do the Right Thing 27.  There Will Be Blood

6.  The Elephant Man 28 Up

7. Field of Dreams 2. WAllsE

8. The Mission 30 Water

9. Places in the Heart THE ’10S: OUR PRESENT DECADE
10 Wings of Desire 31.  The Adjustment Bureau
THE ’90S: A BRIDGE DECADE 32.  Calvary

1. American Beauty 3. G_H LOW_

12.  Breaking the Waves 34 Life of Fi

35.  Noah

13. Dead Man Walking

14.  Groundhog Day

15. Tolive

16.  Magnolia

17.  The Piano

18.  The Shawshank Redemption
19.  Three Colors: Blue

20.  Unforgiven

36.  Of Gods and Men

37.  The Tree of Life

38.  Tre Grit

39. 12 Years a Slave

40.  Zero Dark Thirty
Appendix 1: Movies Listed by
Biblical Text
Appendix 2: Movies Listed by
Theological Topic
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Faith@Work.

Robert K. Johnston (PhD, Duke University) is pro-
fessor of theology and culture at Fuller Theological
Seminary and codirector of Fuller's Reel Spirituality
Institute. He is the author or editor of a number of
books, including Reel Spirituality and God's Wider
Presence.
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June 2017
272 pp. - paper - $26.99
978-0-8010-9236-7

Commentaries, Pauline Studies
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2 Corinthians
Moyer V. Hubbard

TEACH THE TEXT COMMENTARY SERIES
Mark L. Strauss and John H. Walton, series editors

The Teach the Text Commentary Series utilizes the
best of biblical scholarship to inform authoritative
expository preaching and teaching. These volumes
enable readers to quickly grasp the key themes of
each passage of Scripture so they can move seam-
lessly from the meaning of the text to its effective
communication.

PRAISE FOR THE SERIES

“Few commentaries help the reader move beyond
study to thoughtful application, and fewer still
move beyond application to teaching. Thats why
I am thrilled with the Teach the Text Commen-
tary Series. Pastors and teachers are going to love
this series. I highly recommend it."—George H.
Guthrie, Union University

Moyer V. Hubbard (DPhil, University of Oxford)
is associate professor of New Testament
language and literature at Talbot School of
Theology, Biola University. He is the author of
New Creation in Paul’s Letters and Thought,
Christianity in the Greco-Roman World, and
another commentary on 2 Corinthians.
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352 pp. - cloth - $39.99
978-0-8010-9218-3

ebook available

REVELATION
J. Scott Duvall
352 pp. - cloth - $39.99
978-0-8010-9220-6
ebook available
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in Its Proper Place

April 2017
224 pp. - cloth - $13.99
978-0-8010-1866-4

Christianity and Culture, Literature/

Arts/Communication
[J ebook available

For the most complete and updated information on these titles,

The Tech-Wise Family

Everyday Steps for Putting Technology
in Its Proper Place

Andy Crouch

“Micro practices have macro implications for

our lives. The rituals we adopt around the tiny
computers in our pockets can either eat us alive or
release us for relationship. The Tech-Wise Family is
profoundly insightful and immediately practical.
Crouch invites us into habits and rhythms in
which technology serves our calling to be human
and helps us to resist the temptation to serve the
gods that glitter.”—James K. A. Smith, Calvin
College; author of You Are What You Love

“One of the most important questions of disci-
pleship in this digital era is how we relate to our
technologies. The habits formed now could have
even more important implications for the yet-
unseen future. Crouch guides us with brilliance,
wisdom, humility, and authority.”—Russell
Moore, Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission,
Southern Baptist Convention

Andy Crouch is executive editor of Christianity
Today and author of Playing God and Culture
Making (named one of the best books of

2008 by Publishers Weekly). His writing has
appeared in Time and the Wall Street Journal.
Crouch serves on the governing boards of
Fuller Theological Seminary and the Council
for Christian Colleges and Universities.
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with Faith, Skill, and Virtue
in the Age of Social Media

Quentin J. Schultze
and Diane M. Badzinski

160 pp. - paper - $16.00
978-0-8010-3894-5
ebook available
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+ Serving Your Audience
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112 pp. - paper - $14.99
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Losing Susan

Brain Disease, the Priest’s Wife, and the God Who
Gives and Takes Away

Victor Lee Austin

“Losing Susan is a theo-memoir of intricate beauty. In eloquent
prose, Victor Austin testifies to the way in which God surprisingly gave
him the desire of his heart through his wife, Susan, and then just as sur-
prisingly took her away. Austin does not shy away from the rough edges
and unanswered questions, but instead he brings them before God, nar-
rating a love story not only about Victor and Susan but about God and
his people in a world charged with both splendor and decay.”—]J. Todd
Billings, Western Theological Seminary; author of Rejoicing in Lament:
Wrestling with Incurable Cancer and Life in Christ

“In this painfully truthful book, Austin draws on the theological
wisdom shaped by suffering and death to tell us the story of Susan’s, his
wife’s, determination to live and love though suffering from a terminal
disease of the brain. As her caregiver, he refuses to hide from himself
or us how hard caring for her had been. When finished with the book,
however, the reader cannot help but think: what a wonderful love story.
Thank God.”—Stanley Hauerwas, Duke Divinity School; author of
Hannah’s Child: A Theologian’s Memoir

“In this theologically grounded memoir, Episcopal priest and
scholar Austin . . . shares the heartbreaking story of his wife’s brain can-
cer and its horrible aftermath. Raw and honest, Austin forces the reader
to confront what caring for a terminally-ill loved one means—the pain,
the exhaustion, the guilt, the joy. . . . Throughout his wife’s illness, Aus-
tin also wrestles with God’s role in suffering and death. . . . This book
will warm readers’ hearts and bring them to tears. It is a story of what it
really means to promise ‘for better or for worse’ and a must for anyone
who has labored along with a loved one through their suffering.”
—Publishers Weekly (starred review)

“Austin was living a Song of Songs life. Then he learned what it’s
like to become Job. . . . Readers will admire Victor’s fidelity to his wife
and longsuffering, but his years of caring for Susan were marked by
second-guessing, uncertainty, and doubts. . . . Though a memoir, the
book is also a searching exposition of the Bibles Wisdom Literature.”
—Andrew Byers, Christianity Today (5-star review)

VULNERABLE FOLLOWING

COMMUNION JESUS IN A

A Theology of Disability CULTURE
OF FEAR
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172 pp. - paper - $20.00
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Thomas E. Reynolds
256 pp. - paper - $25.00
978-1-58743-177-1

ebook available

For the most complete and updated information on these titles

ALSO OF INTEREST

Losing

Susan

Brais DISEASE
THE PRIEST™S WIFE
AND THE GoD WHO (GIVES

AND TAKES AWAY

VICTOR LEE AUSTIN

Victor Lee Austin (PhD, Fordham University), an
Episcopal priest, is canon theologian and theologian-
in-residence for the Episcopal Diocese of Dallas

@ﬂ

BrazosPress

and Church of the Incarnation in uptown Dallas. He
has taught in various academic settings and is the
author of several books, including Christian Ethics:
A Guide for the Perplexed and Up with Authority. He
previously served as theologian-in-residence at the
historic St. Thomas Church on Fifth Avenue in New
York City.
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240 pp. - paper - $19.99
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