INTERCULTURAL STUDIES
The Church on Mission
A Biblical Vision for Transformation among All People
Craig Ott
In this scripturally rich exploration, senior missiologist Craig Ott unpacks
the mission statement of the church: to glorify God by multiplying transformational churches among all people. This concise yet robust biblicaltheological treatment focuses on God’s glory, a strong ecclesiology, the
importance of Scripture, and practical implications for congregational
and mission practice.
Ideal for launching discussion and reflection, The Church on Mission helps
readers refocus their vision and reignite their commitment to fulfilling
God’s purposes for their church or mission. It will be of use in introductory classes on missiology, ecclesiology, and church planting and of
interest to theologically minded pastors, missionaries, and laypeople.

ENDORSEMENT

course help for professors and study aids for students

Craig Ott (PhD, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School)
is professor of mission and intercultural studies at
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, where he occupies
the ReachGlobal Chair of Mission and directs the
PhD in intercultural studies program. He is the
coauthor of Global Church Planting and Encountering
Theology of Mission, editor of The Mission of the
Church: Five Views in Conversation, and coeditor of
Globalizing Theology.
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MAY 2019
160 pp. · paper · $19.99
978-1-5409-6088-7
Mission, Practical
Theology/Church Life

a ebook available

“Craig Ott has given us a carefully researched, thoughtfully written,
and passionately presented exposition of the church and its calling. The
Church on Mission offers a clear and cogent understanding of God’s people, their work, and their place in the world, doing so in a thoroughly
biblical and theologically informed manner at a time when there is
great confusion, uncertainty, and ambiguity about the church. Inviting
readers to become students of both God’s Word and God’s world, Ott
has provided us with a faithful and relevant vision for carrying out
God’s calling, God’s commission, and God’s commandment to and for
all peoples of the world. Pastors, church leaders, and students alike will
be blessed by their interaction with this refreshing, engaging, and highly
readable book.”—David S. Dockery, Trinity International University
and Trinity Evangelical Divinity School

CONTENTS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Transformation to God’s Glory: The Source and Goal of Our Mission
Transformational Communities: The Church as New Creation of the Spirit
Transformation and the Word of God: The Power of Biblical Truth
Transformational Inﬂuence: Salt and Light in the Community and Beyond
Transformation for All Peoples: Barrier-Breaking Mission and Inclusion
Transformation through Multiplication: Filling the Earth with the Glory of the Lord
Indexes

ALSO BY THE AUTHOR
THE MISSION
OF THE
CHURCH

GLOBAL
CHURCH
PLANTING

Five Views
in Conversation
Craig Ott, ed.

Biblical Principles
and Best Practices for
Multiplication
Craig Ott
and Gene Wilson

224 pp. · paper · $24.00
978-0-8010-9740-9
ebook available

464 pp. · paper · $34.00
978-0-8010-3580-7
ebook available
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INTERCULTURAL STUDIES
Global Arts and Christian Witness
Exegeting Culture, Translating the Message,
and Communicating Christ
Roberta R. King
Foreword by Mark Labberton
MISSION IN GLOBAL COMMUNITY
Scott W. Sunquist and Amos Yong, series editors

In this latest volume in the award-winning Mission in Global Community
series, veteran missionary-scholar Roberta King draws on a lifetime of
study and firsthand mission experience to show how witness through
contextualized global arts can dynamically reveal Christ to all peoples.
King offers the global church biblical foundations, historical pathways,
theoretical frameworks, and effective practices for communicating
Christ through the arts in diverse contexts.
Supplemented with stories from the field, illustrations, and discussion
questions, this textbook offers innovative and dynamic approaches
essential for doing mission in transformative ways through the arts in
diverse contexts around the world. It also features a full-color insert
of artwork discussed in the book. Global Arts and Christian Witness is a
must read for all those involved with or interested in mission, especially
professors and students for use in mission, intercultural studies, and
evangelism courses as well as missionaries and church leaders. It will
also be of interest to musicians and artists who want to know how they
can engage in mission.

ABOUT THE SERIES
The Mission in Global Community series reframes missiological themes
and studies for students under the common rubric of mission as partnership with Christians throughout the global community. Series authors draw
upon their own global experiences and those of their global colleagues to
illumine present realities and chart a course into the future.

CONTENTS
Foreword by Mark Labberton
Prelude: My Art, God’s Mission?

Roberta R. King (PhD, Fuller Theological Seminary)
is associate professor of communication and ethnomusicology in the School of Intercultural Studies at
Fuller Theological Seminary. She previously served
as a missionary and professor in Kenya for twenty
years and is a past president of the APM (American
Professors of Mission). She is the author of Pathways
in Christian Music Communication and coauthor of
Music in the Life of the African Church. King also
coproduced (un)Common Sounds: Songs of Peace
and Reconciliation among Muslims and Christians,
which received national airplay on ABC TV.
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304 pp. · paper · $26.99
978-0-8010-9885-7
Mission, Literature/
Arts/Communication,
Worship/Liturgy

a ebook available

PART 1: FOUNDATIONS IN GLOBAL ARTS
AND CHRIST-CENTERED WITNESS
1.
2.

Negotiating Faith and Culture
Communicating Christ through Global Arts

PART 2: ENCOUNTERING CHRIST THROUGH GLOBAL ARTS
3.
4.
5.

Exegeting Cultures through Global Arts
Translating the Message via Global Arts
Theologizing with Global Arts

PART 3: ENGAGING PEOPLES FOR CHRIST VIA GLOBAL ARTS
6.
7.
8.
9.

Contextualizing the Gospel in Daily Life via Global Arts
Telling God’s Story among Oral and Postliterate Peoples
Global Arts in Peacebuilding and Interfaith Dialogue
Appropriating Global Arts in Multicultural Settings
Postlude: Revealing God’s Glory and Salvation via Global Arts
Index

ALSO IN THE SERIES
CULTURAL
INSIGHTS FOR
CHRISTIAN
LEADERS
New Directions for
Organizations Serving
God’s Mission
Douglas McConnell
224 pp. · paper · $22.99
978-0-8010-9965-6
ebook available

ENGAGING GLOBALIZATION
The Poor, Christian Mission,
and Our Hyperconnected World
Bryant L. Myers
304 pp. · paper · $26.99
978-0-8010-9798-0
ebook available

JOYFUL WITNESS
IN THE MUSLIM WORLD
Sharing the Gospel in Everyday Encounters
Evelyne A. Reisacher
208 pp. · paper · $25.00
978-0-8010-3084-0
ebook available
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INTERCULTURAL STUDIES
Whole and Reconciled
Gospel, Church, and Mission in a Fractured World
Al Tizon
Foreword by Ruth Padilla DeBorst
Afterword by Ronald J. Sider
“Good missiology comes from the systematic reflection of Christians
involved in mission. This book shows Tizon’s ability to process missiologically a
variety of sources and turn them into a clear didactic piece, ideal as a textbook.”
—Samuel Escobar, Palmer Theological Seminary; Facultad Protestante de
Teología UEBE, Madrid, Spain
“In our current Western Christian historical moment, we are witnessing the
final violent throes of a Christendom gone awry. A new biblical, theological vision
is needed. Missiologist par excellence Al Tizon brings us insight and challenges
befitting his interdisciplinary academic skills.”—Soong-Chan Rah, North Park
Theological Seminary; author of The Next Evangelicalism and Prophetic Lament

I

Now Available
256 pp. · paper · $22.99
978-0-8010-9562-7
Evangelism, Mission

a ebook available

“A powerful, much-needed exhortation to those who want to pursue
holistic ministry but may be unsure how. Tizon points us to the oft-neglected
importance of reconciliation in ways that will inspire and challenge both new
and seasoned practitioners alike!”—Nikki Toyama-Szeto, executive director,
Evangelicals for Social Action
Al Tizon (PhD, Graduate Theological Union) is executive minister of Serve Globally, the
international ministries arm of the Evangelical Covenant Church, and affiliate associate
professor of missional and global leadership at North Park Theological Seminary.

Contextualizing the Faith
A Holistic Approach
A. Scott Moreau
“Contextualizing the Faith is now my go-to book for contextualization!
Moreau’s remarkable text is a gift to the reader, capturing over thirty years
of the author’s academic research, ministry experience, and personal reflection
on the topic of contextualization. Moreau’s masterful analysis of the multidimensional nature of contextualization provides a valuable framework through
which the church’s identity, rituals, and beliefs can be analyzed and understood.
For everyone interested in the critical intersections between the gospel, culture,
and Christian witness this text is a must-read.”—Sarita D. Gallagher, George
Fox University
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Now Available
272 pp. · paper · $26.99
978-1-5409-6000-9
Evangelism, Mission

a ebook available
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“This book goes beyond surface-level contextualization in order to
provide much-needed depth and breadth for this urgent topic in missiology.
Scott provides fresh insight through his thoughtful reflection and practical
applications based on his many years of engaging various aspects of contextualization. Practitioners and academics alike will gain new perspectives for
mission.”—Jay Moon, Asbury Theological Seminary
A. Scott Moreau (DMiss, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School) is associate academic dean
and professor of intercultural studies at Wheaton College Graduate School. He is the
editor of Evangelical Missions Quarterly and has written or edited numerous books,
including Introducing World Missions and Effective Intercultural Communication.
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INTERCULTURAL STUDIES
Introducing Cultural Anthropology
A Christian Perspective, 2nd ed.
Brian M. Howell and Jenell Paris
What is the role of culture in human experience? This concise yet solid
introduction to cultural anthropology helps readers explore and understand this crucial issue from a Christian perspective. Now revised and
updated throughout, this new edition of a successful textbook covers
standard cultural anthropology topics with special attention given to
cultural relativism, evolution, and missions. It also includes a new chapter
on medical anthropology. Plentiful figures, photos, and sidebars are
sprinkled throughout the text, and updated ancillary support materials
and teaching aids are available online.

CONTENTS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

The Discipline of Anthropology
Culture
Language
Social Structure and Inequality in Race, Ethnicity, and Class
Sex, Gender, and Sexuality
Economics
Authority and Power
Kinship and Marriage
Religion and Ritual
Medical Anthropology
Theory in Cultural Anthropology
Anthropology in Action
Index

ENDORSEMENTS
“I heartily congratulate Howell and Paris on this second edition.
I invested in the first edition by teaching from it critically for five years.
I am pleased to see numerous improvements in the second edition that
both students and instructors should appreciate—for example, discussion
questions at the end of each chapter, a new chapter on medical anthropology, and helpful revisions throughout. I am excited to see in the
second edition the fruit of two fine Christian anthropologists regularly
teaching its subject matter; discussing it intentionally with students and
a wide range of fellow anthropologists; and continuing related research,
conference presentations, and publication. I am more than glad to highly
recommend this second edition.”—Robert G. McKee, Dallas International University
“I used the first edition of this book while teaching internationally
diverse students in both Southern California and China. Introducing
Cultural Anthropology is academically rigorous and well researched,
covering critical terms and concepts, yet written in an easy-to-understand
format. The additional online test banks and supplemental materials
are helpful not only for students, particularly those who speak English
as a second language, but also for the professor preparing to teach the
material. The textbook and supplemental materials provide the foundation needed for course preparation that focuses on the needs of students
across cultures. I am very excited about the second edition and the new
chapter exploring medical anthropology.”—Dana S. Chisholm, author,
advocate, and publisher, Trail Media & Chisholm Family Foundation

course help for professors and study aids for students

Brian M. Howell (PhD, Washington University) is
professor of anthropology at Wheaton College,
where he has taught for over fifteen years. His
research interests include the intersections of culture, globalization, and Christianity. He has written
on ethnography of the Philippines, anthropology of
religion, faith integration, and Christian missions.
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Jenell Paris (PhD, American University) is professor
of anthropology at Messiah College. She has written
numerous books, including Teach from the Heart:
Pedagogy as Spiritual Practice, The Good News
about Conflict, and The End of Sexual Identity.
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JUNE 2019
304 pp. · paper · $32.99
978-1-5409-6101-3

a ebook available

Howell and Paris both regularly teach introductory
anthropology courses.

ALSO OF INTEREST
INTERCULTURAL
DISCIPLESHIP
Learning from
Global Approaches to
Spiritual Formation
W. Jay Moon

EFFECTIVE
INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION

320 pp. · paper · $29.99

A Christian Perspective
A. Scott Moreau,
Evvy Hay Campbell,
and Susan Greener

978-0-8010-9849-9

412 pp. · paper · $32.00

ebook available

978-0-8010-2663-8
ebook available
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Intercultural Studies Textbooks

978-0-8010-4903-3 · 224 pp. · $22.99p
See page 23

978-0-8010-3234-9 · 624 pp. · $49.99c

978-0-8010-3589-0 · 288 pp. · $27.99p

978-0-8010-9849-9 · 320 pp. · $29.99p

course help for professors and study aids for students

978-0-8010-9747-8 · 144 pp. · $16.99p
course help for professors and study aids for students

978-0-8010-4920-0 · 336 pp. · $39.99c
course help for professors and study aids for students

978-0-8010-2663-8 · 412 pp. · $32.00p
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978-0-8010-9740-9 · 224 pp. · $24.00p

978-0-8010-3580-7 · 464 pp. · $34.00p

For the most complete and updated information on these titles, visit www.bakeracademic.com | www.brazospress.com

INTERCULTURAL STUDIES
The Church and Its Vocation
Lesslie Newbigin’s Missionary Ecclesiology
Michael W. Goheen
Foreword by N. T. Wright
“Goheen has written a rich and engaging introduction to Newbigin’s
missionary ecclesiology. He’s done so in a way that demonstrates his context
and perspective as a missional theologian in his own right. Goheen has soaked
in Newbigin’s ideas for decades. This book gives us the opportunity to benefit
from that long study and to discover the wisdom of Newbigin, a magisterial
spiritual visionary of enduring relevance.”—Scot Sherman, Newbigin House of
Studies, San Francisco
“Newbigin’s work is profoundly relevant and an essential read for all who
want to regain their passion for the church’s mission in the world. Goheen’s
book masterfully and thoughtfully brings Newbigin’s ecclesiology to life for
‘such a time as this.’”—A. Sue Russell, Asbury Theological Seminary
“A must-read for every missiologist and ecclesiologist and for anyone
who has been captivated by Newbigin’s generous spirit and powerful intellect.”
—Steve Bevans, SVD, Catholic Theological Union

Now Available
240 pp. · paper · $22.99

Michael W. Goheen (PhD, University of Utrecht) is director of theological education at
the Missional Training Center, scholar-in-residence for the Surge Network of Churches–
Phoenix, and professor of missional theology at Covenant Theological Seminary. He splits
his time between Surrey, British Columbia, and Tempe, Arizona.

978-1-5409-6047-4
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Evangelism, Mission, Practical
Theology/Church Life, Ecclesiology

a ebook available

Intercultural Studies Textbooks

978-0-8010-4971-2 · 368 pp. · $36.00p

978-0-8010-9841-3 · 464 pp. · $35.00p
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PRACTICAL THEOLOGY, SPIRITUALITY, AND FORMATION
Always On
Practicing Faith in a New Media Landscape
Angela Williams Gorrell
THEOLOGY FOR THE LIFE OF THE WORLD

Many of us are “always on”—scrolling through social media, checking
email, or searching the web. New media spaces can be sites and instruments of God’s unconditional love, but they can also nurture harmful
conditions and become a source of anxiety, jealousy, and despondency.
How can we discern, articulate, and embody ways new media (including social media) can nurture healing Christian community?
Always On provides useful tools for helping students and congregants
understand the world of social media and engage it faithfully. It traces
the impact of social media on the Christian life and enables Christian
communities to address its use in constructive, pastoral ways. The book
examines how new media use shapes a person’s theology and how it can
communicate and embody visions of the good life. Discussion questions
and sample exercises for each chapter are included.

ENDORSEMENTS
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208 pp. · paper · $22.99
978-1-5409-6009-2
Christian Education,
Christianity and
Culture, Practical
Theology/Church Life,
Spirituality/Spiritual

Angela Williams Gorrell (PhD, Fuller Theological
Seminary) is associate research scholar for
metrics and evaluation, field development, and
public engagement at the Yale Center for Faith
and Culture at Yale Divinity School, where she is
working on the Theology of Joy and the Good Life
project with Miroslav Volf. She is also a lecturer in
the humanities program (Life Worth Living) at Yale
College and teaches cultural studies and theology
at Yale Divinity School. Gorrell researches, writes,
leads workshops, trains, and consults regarding the
relationship between new media culture, joy, and
visions of the good life.

Formation,
Youth Ministry

a ebook available

“In Always On, Angela Gorrell takes us straight into the new
media abyss that we all face every day. Gorrell’s background as a pastor,
theologian, and new media researcher invites us to consider how new
media affects every aspect of our lives and how easily we can find
ourselves lost in the process. She doesn’t give in to the temptation to
blame social media but rather helps us recognize how little attention we
give to the ways we allow it to consume us. This is a helpful, practical
book on one of the most pressing and real-life struggles we experience
today.”—Chap Clark, author of Hurt 2.0 and Adoptive Church; pastor of
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Newport Beach, California

ABOUT THE SERIES

ALSO OF INTEREST
SELFIES
Searching for the Image
of God in a Digital Age
Craig Detweiler
240 pp. · paper · $19.99
978-1-58743-398-6
ebook available

“This book couldn’t be more timely. More and more our lives and
identities are being worked out in digital spaces that are always on. So
we are asked to be always on, performing and reforming our identities,
seeking likes and retweets to confirm our being. What does this mean
for formation into the life and death of Jesus Christ? What does it mean
for the pastoral task of building community? Angela Gorrell takes up
the challenge in Always On. This is an exciting, deep, and well-written
project that promises to get you thinking. Dive in!”—Andrew Root,
Luther Seminary; author of The Pastor in a Secular Age

NETWORKED
THEOLOGY
Negotiating Faith
in Digital Culture
Heidi A. Campbell
and Stephen Garner

The Theology for the Life of the World series discerns, articulates, and
commends visions of flourishing life in light of God’s self-revelation in
Jesus Christ: Jesus Christ is God come to dwell among humans, to be,
speak, and act “for the life of the world” (John 6:51). The diverse and
multifaceted books in this series contribute to the task of discerning
and pursuing the flourishing of all in God’s creation. They share the
conviction that theology is vital to exploring the character of true life in
diverse settings and orienting us toward it.

192 pp. · paper · $24.00
978-0-8010-4914-9
ebook available
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PRACTICAL THEOLOGY, SPIRITUALITY, AND FORMATION
The Pastor in a Secular Age
Ministry to People Who No Longer Need a God
Andrew Root
MINISTRY IN A SECULAR AGE

In Faith Formation in a Secular Age, the first book in his Ministry in a
Secular Age trilogy, Andrew Root offered an alternative take on the issue
of youth drifting away from the church and articulated how faith can be
formed in our secular age. In The Pastor in a Secular Age, Root explores
how this secular age has impacted the identity and practice of the pastor, obscuring his or her core vocation: to call and assist others into the
experience of ministry.
Using examples of pastors throughout history—from Augustine and
Jonathan Edwards to Martin Luther King Jr. and Nadia Bolz-Weber—
Root shows how pastors have both perpetuated and responded to our
secular age. Root turns to Old Testament texts and to the theology of
Robert Jenson to explain how pastors can regain the important role of
attending to people’s experiences of divine action, offering a new vision
for pastoral ministry today.

CONTENTS
Introduction
PART 1: WELCOME TO THE PASTORAL MALAISE
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

A Historical Map of the Pastor in Our Secular Age
The Lifting Fog of Enchantment: Thomas Becket and Pastoring
in a Disenchanted Age
Keeping Enchantment from Flaring Up: Pastoring to Private People
The Force Field of the Buffer: Augustine and Pastoring to Selves
When Ordinary Life Becomes So Much More Than Ordinary: Jonathan Edwards
and Pastoring to Those Who Don’t Care
When a Pastor Was America’s Greatest Celebrity: Henry Ward Beecher
and Pastoring by Personality
The Pastor as Chaplain of a Secular Age: Harry Emerson Fosdick and Pastoring
at the End of the Denomination
When Purpose Becomes Mine and Authenticity Becomes King: Rick Warren
and Pastoring in a Post-Durkheimian Age

Andrew Root (PhD, Princeton Theological Seminary)
is Carrie Olson Baalson Professor of Youth and
Family Ministry at Luther Seminary. He is the author
of numerous books, including Faith Formation in
a Secular Age, Bonhoeffer as Youth Worker, The
Children of Divorce, Revisiting Relational Youth Ministry, and Relationships Unfiltered, and the coauthor
(with Kenda Creasy Dean) of The Theological Turn in
Youth Ministry.
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Practical Theology/
Church Life,
Spirituality/Spiritual
Formation, Youth

BRIDGE: WINTER LECTURES IN PARIS
9.
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Ministry, Leadership

Foucault and the Rise of Pastoral Power

a ebook available

PART 2: THE GOD WHO IS A MINISTERING PASTOR
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

The Weird God of Israel Who Arrives
Encountering a Speaking God Who Identiﬁes with Events
A Run into the Wild: Meeting the Ministering God Who Sees
Say My Name, Say My Name: The God of Exodus
When Dry Bones Live Again: The God of Resurrection
Invisible Gorillas and the Practice of Prayer
Index

ALSO BY THE AUTHOR
FAITH FORMATION IN A
SECULAR AGE
Responding to the
Church’s Obsession
with Youthfulness
Andrew Root
240 pp. · paper · $22.99
978-0-8010-9846-8

THE CHILDREN
OF DIVORCE
The Loss of Family
as the Loss of Being
Andrew Root
192 pp. · paper · $20.00
978-0-8010-3914-0
ebook available

ebook available
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PRACTICAL THEOLOGY, SPIRITUALITY, AND FORMATION
Leadership in Christian Perspective
Biblical Foundations and Contemporary Practices
for Servant Leaders
Justin A. Irving and Mark L. Strauss
Leadership in Christian Perspective brings the best of leadership theory
and research together with biblical reflection and examples of leadership
in action. Combining expertise in leadership studies and biblical studies,
Justin Irving and Mark Strauss explore how leadership models have
moved from autocratic and paternalistic leader-centered models toward
an increased focus on followers. They show how contemporary theories
such as transformational leadership, authentic leadership, and servant
leadership take an important step toward prioritizing and empowering
followers who work with leaders to accomplish organizational goals.
Organized around “nine empowering practices,” this practical guide
is accessible to all Christian students of leadership. It integrates solid
research in leadership studies with biblical and theological reflection
on the leadership ideas that are most compatible with Christian faith,
making it an important resource for professors and students in leadership and pastoral theology courses, pastors and church leaders, and
Christian business leaders.

CONTENTS
Justin A. Irving (PhD, Regent University) is professor
of ministry leadership and director of the DMin
Program at Bethel Seminary. He has authored
numerous journal articles and has contributed to
leadership books, including Servant Leadership and
Practicing Servant Leadership.
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Mark L. Strauss (PhD, University of Aberdeen) is
University Professor of New Testament at Bethel
Seminary San Diego. He has written numerous
books, including How to Read the Bible in Changing
Times; Four Portraits, One Jesus: An Introduction to
Jesus and the Gospels; and a major commentary on
the Gospel of Mark. He also coauthored The Baker
Compact Dictionary of Biblical Studies.

978-1-5409-6033-7
Practical Theology/
Church Life,
Leadership

a ebook available

Foreword
Introduction: A Fresh Look at Empowering Leadership
PART 1: BEGINNING WITH AUTHENTIC AND PURPOSEFUL LEADERS
1.
2.
3.

Modeling What Matters
Engaging in Honest Self-Evaluation
Fostering Collaboration

PART 2: UNDERSTANDING THE PRIORITY OF PEOPLE
4.
5.
6.

Valuing and Appreciating
Creating a Place for Individuality
Understanding Relational Skills

PART 3: NAVIGATING TOWARD EFFECTIVENESS
7.
8.
9.

Communicating with Clarity
Providing Accountability
Supporting and Resourcing
Indexes

ALSO OF INTEREST
REVIEWING
LEADERSHIP
A Christian Evaluation
of Current Approaches,
2nd ed.
Bernice M. Ledbetter,
Robert J. Banks, and
David C. Greenhalgh
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ETHICS FOR
CHRISTIAN
MINISTRY
Moral Formation
for Twenty-FirstCentury Leaders
Joe E. Trull and
R. Robert Creech

240 pp. · paper · $23.99

288 pp. · paper · $26.99

978-0-8010-3629-3

978-0-8010-9831-4

ebook available

ebook available
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PRACTICAL THEOLOGY, SPIRITUALITY, AND FORMATION
Shepherding God’s People
A Guide to Faithful and Fruitful Pastoral Ministry
Siang-Yang Tan
Foreword by John Ortberg
This comprehensive textbook on pastoral ministry articulates a biblical
model for shepherding God’s people. Siang-Yang Tan, a leading psychologist and seminary professor who has served as a pastor for more than
two decades, addresses a wide range of pastoral topics, covering twelve
major areas of pastoral ministry. The book highlights the essential work
of the Holy Spirit and focuses on the spiritual life and the personal
and family life of the pastor. It includes cross-cultural perspectives of
special interest in our diverse world. Shepherding God’s People will serve
as a valuable handbook for seminary students, professors, pastors, and
church leaders.

CONTENTS
Foreword by John Ortberg
PART 1: BIBLICAL AND THEOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS
OF PASTORAL MINISTRY
1.
2.
3.
4.

A Biblical Perspective on Pastoral and Church Ministry
The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit as Crucial
and Essential for Pastoral Ministry
The Spiritual Life of the Pastor
The Personal and Family Life of the Pastor

PART 2: AREAS OF PASTORAL MINISTRY
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Preaching and Teaching
Corporate Worship
Intentional Disciplemaking and Spiritual Formation
Evangelism, Missions, and Social Concern
Leadership
Mentoring of Church Staff and Lay Volunteer Coworkers
Pastoral Care and Counseling
Church Boards, Budgets, and Buildings
Weddings and Funerals
Small Groups and Fellowships
Integrity and Ethics
Leaving and Retiring
Epilogue
Indexes

Siang-Yang Tan (PhD, McGill University) is professor
of psychology at Fuller Theological Seminary and
senior pastor of First Evangelical Church Glendale
in California. He is associate editor of the Journal of
Psychology and Christianity, contributing editor for
the Journal of Psychology and Theology, consulting
editor for Edification: Journal for the Society of
Christian Psychology, and editorial consultant of the
Journal of Spiritual Formation and Soul Care. He is a
popular speaker across the country and around the
world and has written numerous books, including
Counseling and Psychotherapy, Full Service: Moving
from Self-Serve Christianity to Total Servanthood,
Lay Counseling, Disciplines of the Holy Spirit, and
Coping with Depression.
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COUNSELING
AND PSYCHOTHERAPY
A Christian Perspective
Siang-Yang Tan
512 pp. · cloth · $42.99
978-0-8010-2966-0
ebook available

FAITHFUL AND
FRACTURED
Responding to the
Clergy Health Crisis
Rae Jean
Proeschold-Bell
and Jason Byassee
224 pp. · paper · $19.99
978-0-8010-9883-3
ebook available
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PRACTICAL THEOLOGY, SPIRITUALITY, AND FORMATION
Adoptive Youth Ministry
Integrating Emerging Generations
into the Family of Faith
Chap Clark, editor

NOW IN
PAPER

YOUTH, FAMILY, AND CULTURE
Chap Clark, series editor

Chap Clark brings together twenty-four experts from a variety of
denominations and traditions to offer a comprehensive introduction to
adoptive youth ministry, a theologically driven, academically grounded,
and practical youth ministry model.

PRAISE FOR ADOPTIVE YOUTH MINISTRY
2016 Outreach Recommended Resource of the Year
“Clark writes and edits in this book alongside some great voices in
youth ministry to speak about adoptive youth ministry: fully welcoming
students into the family of faith.”—Russell St. Bernard, Outreach

course help for professors and study aids for students

I
MAY 2019
400 pp. · paper · $32.99
978-1-5409-6114-3
Youth Ministry,
Christian Education,
Practical Theology/
Church Life

a ebook available

Chap Clark (PhD, University of Denver), one of
today’s leading voices in youth and young adult
ministry, is senior pastor at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Newport Beach, California. He is
also president of ParenTeen, works closely with
Young Life, and taught for over twenty years at
Fuller Theological Seminary. A speaker, trainer,
and consultant with more than thirty-five years of
ministry experience, Clark is the author or coauthor
of numerous books, including the bestsellers Hurt
2.0 and Sticky Faith, and has edited and contributed
to Youth Ministry in the 21st Century. Follow him on
Twitter: @chapclark.

“Clark enlists over 20 professional youth ministers to provide the
content for each of the chapters. In so doing, we are provided with a myriad
of ‘field-tested’ perspectives from those who have both worked and taught
in the field for decades. This multiplicity of perspectives also helps the
reader to engage the conversation with a deeper sensitivity for ethnicity,
theological background, age, and gender in our potential structures to
minister with youth. Finally, by allowing for many voices, Clark mirrors
the conversation from which this book has developed and provides the
reader with the greatest opportunity to enter into this larger dialogue. . . .
[This book] should be a part of any youth ministry course wanting to
enter the discussion of whether purposeful inclusion or developmental
segregation is the best model to help youth grow to love God and others
for a lifetime.”—Jason Lanker, Christian Education Journal
“It is not very often a new framework for understanding youth ministry comes along. Clark has given us a new way to understand, evaluate,
and facilitate youth ministry. Adoptive Youth Ministry is a wonderfully
original contribution to the academy and student ministry praxis. Those
of us in youth ministry and those of us teaching youth ministry will long
be grateful for this new paradigm.”—Len Kageler, Nyack College
“Clark and his colleagues change the adoption paradigm by using
the term adoptive, shifting from top down to peer to peer, from organizational to organic, and from perceived efficiency to heartfelt authenticity.
Adoptive Youth Ministry will change the character and culture of your
student ministry.”—Ron Hunter, director and cofounder, D6 Conference;
author of The DNA of D6: Building Blocks of Generational Discipleship

ALSO OF INTEREST
TEACHING
THE NEXT
GENERATIONS
A Comprehensive
Guide for Teaching
Christian Formation
Terry Linhart, ed.

CULTURAL
INTELLIGENCE
Improving Your CQ
to Engage Our Multicultural World
David A. Livermore
288 pp. · paper · $27.99

352 pp. · paper · $34.99

978-0-8010-3589-0

978-0-8010-9761-4

ebook available

ebook available
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PRACTICAL THEOLOGY, SPIRITUALITY, AND FORMATION
Adoptive Church
Creating an Environment Where
Emerging Generations Belong
Chap Clark
Foreword by Steven Argue
YOUTH, FAMILY, AND CULTURE
Chap Clark, series editor

One of the leading voices in youth ministry today presents a comprehensive way of designing and implementing youth ministry that nurtures,
empowers, and includes young people in God’s household.

ENDORSEMENTS
“Few can argue with the relative failure of the common programmatic youth ministry strategy for passing on faith to the next generation.
Acknowledging his own failures, Clark jumps into the middle of the
discussion to challenge your thinking about how we have been doing
youth ministry for decades. If your passion is to see youth and emerging
adults on a successful journey of becoming like Christ, then you need
to read Adoptive Church. Clark provides practical steps to implement the
changes necessary to create an adoptive environment where adolescent
faith can grow and become deeply rooted.”—Jay Sedwick, Dallas Theological Seminary
“I read everything that Chap Clark writes on youth ministry with
eager anticipation of being challenged, inspired, and motivated to figure
out how to care for students in a deeper way. Adoptive Church, another
winner from the mind and heart of Chap Clark, provides that deeper
way. I highly recommend it.”—Doug Fields, author of Purpose-Driven
Youth Ministry; cofounder of Downloadyouthministry.com
“Clark is one of the leading experts in the world on helping young
people and emerging adults be energized with their faith. As a professor,
he offers research and content that are second to none. As the senior
pastor of one of America’s finest churches, he understands how to
integrate this research into the practical and life-changing principles
needed today in every church. An important message for this generation
of church leaders.”—Jim Burns, president, HomeWord; author of Confident Parenting and Creating an Intimate Marriage

Chap Clark (PhD, University of Denver) is senior
pastor at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in
Newport Beach, California. He is also president
of ParenTeen, works closely with Young Life, and
taught for over twenty years at Fuller Theological
Seminary. A speaker, trainer, and consultant with
more than thirty-five years of ministry experience,
Clark is the author or coauthor of numerous books,
including the bestsellers Hurt 2.0 and Sticky Faith,
and has edited and contributed to Adoptive Youth
Ministry and Youth Ministry in the 21st Century.
Follow him on Twitter: @chapclark.

I
Now Available
208 pp. · paper · $19.99
978-0-8010-9892-5
Christian Education,
Practical Theology/
Church Life,
Youth Ministry

a ebook available

“Reflecting Clark’s deepest convictions, Adoptive Church concretely
presents the theology and practices of a church that welcomes adolescents as family.”—Cheryl Crawford, Azusa Pacific University
“Don’t read this book unless you are ready to think seriously about
your ministry with young people. Do read this book if you want your
young people to become lifelong disciples who take their place in the
work and fellowship of God’s kingdom. This is wisdom that can benefit
us all.”—Ken Knipp, vice president of training, Young Life

ALSO BY THE AUTHOR
HURT 2.0
Inside the World
of Today’s Teenagers
Chap Clark

YOUTH MINISTRY IN THE
21ST CENTURY

288 pp. · paper · $22.99

Five Views
Chap Clark, ed.

978-0-8010-3941-6

224 pp. · paper · $22.99

ebook available

978-0-8010-4967-5
ebook available
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PRACTICAL THEOLOGY, SPIRITUALITY, AND FORMATION
Family Systems and Congregational Life
A Map for Ministry
R. Robert Creech
“Creech has provided a fresh approach to pastoral ministry, no matter
the size of the congregation. The study of Bowen Family Systems Theory has
changed my approach to life and ministry over the last sixteen years, and
Family Systems and Congregational Life will benefit me and my communities
of faith as I continue to digest this well-written text abounding with Creech’s
fresh insights. Those who are just learning about the theory, as well as seasoned
advocates doing the hard yet rewarding work of living out these principles,
will find refreshment and encouragement in these pages.”—Becky L. Towne,
Houston Graduate School of Theology

I

Now Available
240 pp. · paper · $27.99
978-1-5409-6037-5
Family, Practical Theology/Church
Life, Spirituality/Spiritual Formation,

“This scholarly yet personal integration of Bowen Family Systems Theory
into life and ministry can engage readers in their own versions of working on
differentiation of self. Applying this approach promises to bring change for
the better in a family or congregation—even in the larger community. Creech
illustrates and inspires that effort.”—Victoria Harrison, Center for the Study of
Natural Systems and the Family and Bowen Center for the Study of the Family
R. Robert Creech (PhD, Baylor University) is Hubert H. and Gladys S. Raborn Professor of
Pastoral Leadership and director of pastoral ministries at George W. Truett Theological
Seminary, Baylor University. He is the coauthor of Ethics for Christian Ministry.

Psychology/Counseling, Leadership

a ebook available

Homiletics and Hermeneutics
Four Views on Preaching Today
Scott M. Gibson and Matthew D. Kim, editors
Scott Gibson and Matthew Kim bring together four preaching experts—
Bryan Chapell, Kenneth Langley, Abraham Kuruvilla, and Paul Scott Wilson—
to present and defend their approaches to homiletics.

ENDORSEMENTS
“This book surfaces what is unconscious, and sharpens what is fuzzy, in
our approach to preaching—namely, the theological and hermeneutical underpinnings that subtly shape our sermons. Four authors cogently argue for their
approach and graciously interact with others. Nuggets of wisdom, insights, and
felicitous expressions abound. A stimulating and profitable book!”—Donald R.
Sunukjian, Talbot School of Theology, Biola University

I

Now Available
192 pp. · paper · $21.99
978-0-8010-9869-7
Homiletics

a ebook available
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“An interesting and provocative conversation between four professorpractitioners of preaching, illuminating the strengths of each one’s approach
to the biblical and theological roots of preaching while graciously naming the
weaknesses. This book equips readers to understand their own inclinations in
hermeneutics and homiletics and enables them to identify the inclinations of
others. Helpful and clarifying.”—Mary S. Hulst, Calvin College
Scott M. Gibson (DPhil, University of Oxford) is the David E. Garland Chair of Preaching
and director of the PhD program in preaching at George W. Truett Theological Seminary,
Baylor University.
Matthew D. Kim (PhD, University of Edinburgh) is associate professor of preaching and
ministry at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary.
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PRACTICAL THEOLOGY, SPIRITUALITY, AND FORMATION
The Monkhood of All Believers
The Monastic Foundation of Christian Spirituality
Greg Peters
Foreword by Matt Jenson
“Without rejecting institutionalized monasticism, Greg Peters succeeds
in demonstrating that we are all monks in the sense that our baptismal vows
obligate us to cultivate a single-minded interior devotion to God and to seek an
asceticism of balance and moderation in everyday life. One could call it a revisionist history of monasticism that commends it to Protestants—especially to
those heirs of Luther who have rejected monasticism. But along the way what
makes Greg’s book a feast is all the wisdom he has unearthed from the entire
history and wide breadth of the Christian church.”—Dennis Okholm, Azusa
Pacific University
“This reader-friendly book is an exploration of the meaning of monkhood
from various early and medieval sources. Peters’s work, which makes room for
Protestants to live out an interior monasticism of the heart, adds an important
theological dimension to the explorations of monastic spirituality today across
the Christian and Orthodox spectrum.”—Mary Forman, OSB, College of Saint
Benedict and Saint John’s University, Minnesota; prioress of the Monastery of
St. Gertrude, Cottonwood, Idaho
Greg Peters (PhD, University of St. Michael’s College, Toronto; SMD, Pontificio Ateneo
di Sant’Anselmo), an Anglican priest and Benedictine oblate, is associate professor of
medieval and spiritual theology in the Torrey Honors Institute at Biola University. He also
teaches at Nashotah House Theological Seminary and Saint John’s School of Theology.

Now Available
224 pp. · paper · $24.99
978-0-8010-9805-5

I

Practical Theology/Church Life,
Spirituality/Spiritual Formation

a ebook available

The Signiﬁcance of Singleness
A Theological Vision for the Future of the Church
Christina S. Hitchcock
“A very thoughtful, richly theological, profoundly personal book. It is at
the same time historically situated in the ancient, formative stories of church
history and also attentive to the contemporary complexities of sexuality,
marriage, and family.”—Steven Garber, Regent College; author of Visions of
Vocation: Common Grace for the Common Good
“In a book as refreshingly honest as it is theologically serious, Hitchcock
presents a distinctly evangelical theology of singleness that demands attention
even from those who do not identify as evangelical. Her stories of Christian
singleness, told in clear and fluid prose, illustrate the gospel’s perennial capacity
to foster forms of faithful living that disrupt those well-entrenched idolatries
that afflict the church no less than the wider culture.”—Ian A. McFarland,
University of Cambridge
“An encouraging, unique, and thoughtful contribution to the literature
on singleness.”—Lisa Graham McMinn, author of Sexuality and Holy Longing:
Embracing Intimacy in a Broken World

Now Available
176 pp. · paper · $21.99

Christina S. Hitchcock (PhD, University of Aberdeen) is professor of theology at the
University of Sioux Falls, where she has taught for more than fifteen years. Her current
research focuses on the intersection of theology and culture.

978-1-5409-6029-0
Practical Theology/Church Life

I

a ebook available
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Practical Theology, Spirituality,
and Formation Textbooks

978-0-8010-9882-6 · 208 pp. · $22.99p

978-0-8010-9811-6 · 320 pp. · $26.99p

978-0-8010-3874-7 · 320 pp. · $24.99p

978-0-8010-4967-5 · 224 pp. · $22.99p

978-1-58743-232-3 · 208 pp. · $18.99p

978-0-8010-9859-8 · 224 pp. · $21.99p

978-0-8010-3629-3 · 240 pp. · $23.99p

978-0-8010-9761-4 · 352 pp. · $34.99p

course help for professors and study aids for students

978-0-8010-9780-5 · 288 pp. · $24.99p
course help for professors and study aids for students
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978-0-8010-3096-3 · 192 pp. · $22.99p

978-0-8010-4926-2 · 304 pp. · $26.99p

978-0-8010-9883-3 · 224 pp. · $19.99p

course help for professors and study aids for students

978-0-8010-9979-3 · 160 pp. · $21.99p

978-0-8010-9819-2 · 192 pp. · $21.99p

978-0-8010-2966-0 · 512 pp. · $42.99c

978-0-8010-9831-4 · 288 pp. · $26.99p

978-0-8010-9784-3 · 160 pp. · $22.00p

978-0-8010-9836-9 · 160 pp. · $21.99p

Outreach 2018
Recommended Resource
of the Year (Leadership)

A Top Ten Book for
Parish Ministry in 2017,
Academy of Parish Clergy
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ALSO OF INTEREST
I Was Hungry
Cultivating Common Ground to End
an American Crisis
Jeremy K. Everett
Foreword by David Beckmann
Hunger is one of the most significant issues in America. One in eight
Americans struggles with hunger, and more than thirteen million children live in food insecure homes. As Christians we are called to address
the suffering of the hungry and poor: “For I was hungry, and you gave
me something to eat . . .” (Matthew 25:35). However, the problems of
hunger and poverty are too large and too complex for any one of us to
resolve individually.
I Was Hungry offers not only an assessment of the current crisis but also
a strategy for addressing it. Jeremy Everett, a noted advocate for the
hungry and poor, calls Christians to work intentionally across ideological
divides to build trust with one another and impoverished communities
and effectively end America’s hunger crisis. Everett, appointed by US
Congress to the National Commission on Hunger, founded and directs
the Texas Hunger Initiative, a successful ministry that is helping to eradicate
hunger in Texas and around the globe. Everett details the organization’s
history and tells stories of its work with communities from West Texas
to Washington, DC, helping Christians of all political persuasions understand how they can work together to truly make a difference.

Q

Jeremy K. Everett (MDiv, Baylor University) is the
founder and executive director of the Texas Hunger
Initiative, an organization that partners with the
United States Department of Agriculture, Texas
state agencies, the corporate sector, and thousands
of faith- and community-based organizations to
develop and implement strategies to alleviate
hunger through policy, education, research, and
community organizing. A noted advocate for the
hungry, he served on the National Commission on
Hunger, has spent over two decades ministering to
the poor, and frequently speaks on poverty, hunger,
community development, and social entrepreneurship. Everett regularly writes for HuffPost and has
been featured in PBS documentaries and in newspapers such as the Dallas Morning News.

AUGUST 2019
176 pp. · paper · $16.99
978-1-58743-424-2
Public Affairs, Ethics

a ebook available

ALSO OF INTEREST
THE JUSTICE
CALLING

ADVOCATING
FOR JUSTICE

Where Passion
Meets Perseverance
Bethany Hanke
Hoang and Kristen
Deede Johnson

An Evangelical Vision
for Transforming
Systems and Structures
Stephen Offutt,
F. David Bronkema,
Krisanne Vaillancourt
Murphy, Robb Davis,
and Gregg Okesson

240 pp. · paper · $20.00
978-1-58743-399-3
USA and Canada only
ebook available

EXCERPT
In this book, I will weave together stories of triumph and tragedy with
research and practical solutions for addressing hunger and poverty
in our communities. I hope you will walk away with a greater understanding of the plight of food insecurity in America and that your
greater understanding will elicit a compassionate response. I also want
you to be equipped with resources and solutions to address the hunger
and poverty crisis in your community. . . . My hope is that by working
together to build trust and to collaborate to address hunger in our communities that we will recognize our common humanity and put aside
the hateful rhetoric that is pervasive in our nation.
How might the Spirit of God move if we came out of our silos and
chose collaboration for the common good over contention in order to
rescue our stranded neighbors abandoned by the storms of hunger and
poverty? In a time when some of us have way too much food and others
way too little, it is a tragedy to argue over policies and politics and even
Bible verses while people on the bridge are waiting for an airlift.
So let’s turn social awareness into social activation and build hunger-free
communities and end the systemic hunger disaster in America. I know
we can do it, because I have been privileged to see progress happen
both top down and ground up: a coalition of the willing, crossing ideological divides instead of marking them, coming together at the table of
collaboration for the hungry. Triumph or tragedy? The choice is ours.

224 pp. · paper · $25.00
978-0-8010-9765-2
ebook available
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ALSO OF INTEREST
Beating Guns
Hope for People Who Are Weary of Violence
Shane Claiborne and Michael Martin
Although the people of the United States total 5 percent of the world’s
population, they own almost half the world’s guns. With well over 300
million guns in the US, there are more guns than people. America also
has the most annual gun deaths—homicide, suicide, and accidental gun
deaths—at 105 per day, or more than 38,000 per year. Beating Guns is
for people who believe the world doesn’t have to be this way.
Inspired by the prophetic image of beating swords into plows, Shane
Claiborne and Michael Martin offer a clarion call to change our hearts
regarding one of the most significant moral issues of our time. The book
includes charts, tables, facts, stories from victims and perpetrators of
gun violence, and full-color images showing how guns are being turned
into tools and musical instruments across the nation.

ENDORSEMENTS
“I thought I knew in advance what Shane and Mike would say
on this topic, but I was wrong. Finally we have a winsome, reasonable
approach to an issue that usually generates far more heat than light.”
—Philip Yancey, New York Times bestselling author
“As a Black woman, mother, and reconciler who has witnessed
countless parents losing their children to gun violence, one of my
greatest concerns is to find a way to stop this senseless loss of life.
That’s why I highly recommend this timely, relevant, and necessary book!”
—Brenda Salter McNeil, Seattle Pacific University; author of Roadmap
to Reconciliation and A Credible Witness
“This is the quintessential pro-life book if there ever was one! The
tireless, intrepid Shane Claiborne is joined by Michael Martin in a summons to face up to the claims of faith in response to gun pathology. This
book is a must for those who care but who have not yet cared enough
to weigh in actively for the sake of an abundant life that overrides the
lethal power of fear.”—Walter Brueggemann, Columbia Theological
Seminary
“Outrage about gun violence in this so-called Christian nation is the
easiest path of resistance. In fact, outrage is too easy. It is much harder to
grieve over those suffering from gun violence and over how Christians
have embraced a legal right—called the Second Amendment—as their
Christian right. But the most difficult path is hope carried by love, and
it is this love that empowers Beating Guns. It is time for Christians to
turn from the insane violence of guns and their defense by rights to a
cross-shaped vision of how we ought to live.”—Scot McKnight, professor
of New Testament, Northern Seminary
“This book could change America and awaken Christianity! Seldom
have I seen such a combination of documented history, compelling
narrative, helpful visuals, and practical, readable theology in one book.”
—Richard Rohr, OFM, Center for Action and Contemplation

Shane Claiborne is a bestselling author, renowned
activist, and sought-after speaker, and is a selfproclaimed “recovering sinner.” He writes and
speaks around the world and is the author or coauthor of numerous books, including The Irresistible
Revolution. Claiborne is the visionary founder of The
Simple Way in Philadelphia and president of Red
Letter Christians. He did graduate work at Princeton
Seminary and received an honorary doctorate from
Eastern University.
Michael Martin, a Mennonite pastor turned blacksmith, is founder and executive director of RAWtools
Inc. and blogs at RAWtools.org. RAWtools turns
guns into garden tools (and other lovely things),
resourcing communities with nonviolent confrontation skills in an effort to turn stories of violence into
stories of creation. RAWtools has been featured in
the New York Times and on Inside Edition and NPR.

Q
MARCH 2019
288 pp. · paper · $19.99
978-1-58743-413-6
Public Affairs, Ethics,
Spirituality/Spiritual
Formation

a ebook available

ALSO OF INTEREST
AMERICA’S
ORIGINAL SIN

PUBLIC FAITH
IN ACTION

Racism, White Privilege, and the Bridge
to a New America
Jim Wallis
272 pp. · paper · $17.99

How to Engage with
Commitment, Conviction, and Courage
Miroslav Volf and
Ryan McAnnally-Linz

978-1-58743-400-6

256 pp. · paper · $19.99

ebook available

978-1-58743-410-5
ebook available
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ALSO OF INTEREST
How the Body of Christ Talks
Recovering the Practice of Conversation in the Church
C. Christopher Smith
In today’s highly charged social and political environment, we often
don’t know how to talk well with others—especially with people whose
backgrounds differ from our own. C. Christopher Smith, coauthor of
the critically acclaimed Slow Church, addresses why conversation has
become such a challenge in the twenty-first century and argues that it is
perhaps the most-needed spiritual practice of our individualistic age.
Smith shows how church communities can be training hubs where we
learn to talk with and listen to one another with kindness and compassion. In community, we learn what it means to belong to others and to
a story that is bigger than ourselves. This book explores how churches
can initiate and sustain conversation, offers advice for working through
seasons of conflict, suggests spiritual practices and dispositions that can
foster conversation, and features stories from several congregations that
are learning to practice conversation.

ENDORSEMENTS

Q

C. Christopher Smith is a writer, community developer, and editor of The Englewood Review of Books.
He is coauthor of the award-winning book Slow
Church: Cultivating Community in the Patient Way
of Jesus and the author of Reading for the Common
Good: How Books Help Our Churches and Neighborhoods Flourish. His work has been featured in the
Washington Post, USA Today, the Indianapolis Star,
HuffPost, Christianity Today, the Christian Century,
Relevant, and Sojourners. Smith lives on the urban
Near Eastside of Indianapolis, Indiana, where he is a
longtime member of Englewood Christian Church, a
congregation that has been learning to talk together
for over two decades.

APRIL 2019
224 pp. · paper · $16.99
978-1-58743-411-2
Literature/Arts/
Communication,
Christianity and
Culture, Practical
Theology/Church Life,
Spirituality/Spiritual
Formation, Leadership

a ebook available

“Smith has become a genuinely alternative voice to Church as Usual.
The mode of communication in most churches on a typical Sunday is
preaching or teaching, whether in a Bible class or in the pulpit. The art
of conversation is neither taught nor embodied in that form of communication. It is then no surprise that many Christians have not learned
to converse about faith or about their spiritual journey. How the Body of
Christ Talks both talks about conversation and illustrates how it can be
done. I can’t recommend this book highly enough.”—Scot McKnight,
Northern Seminary
“In a world full of talking heads and devoid of attentive ears, Smith’s
practical book teaches us through poetic metaphors, useful advice, and
theological wisdom how to be present to one another. How the Body of
Christ Talks shows us a way of healthy, soulful dialogue.”—Rev. Carol
Howard Merritt, author of Healing Spiritual Wounds
“Smith’s writings are both beautiful in style and unique in their
clarity of thought. He takes a common subject and flips it on its head,
revealing new insights and sharpening old categories of thought. How
the Body of Christ Talks helps us understand the church in a unique way
and revolutionizes our thinking about speech and its role in who we are
and what we should be about as God’s people. This book accomplishes
the rare feat of proving its thesis while illuminating many other facets
of life. A must-read.”—Ken Wytsma, lead pastor of Village Church,
Beaverton, Oregon; author of Redeeming How We Talk

ALSO OF INTEREST
SUBVERSIVE
SABBATH

PRACTICES
OF LOVE

The Surprising
Power of Rest in
a Nonstop World
A. J. Swoboda

Spiritual Disciplines for
the Life of the World
Kyle David Bennett

256 pp. · paper · $19.99

978-1-58743-403-7

978-1-58743-405-1

ebook available

208 pp. · paper · $17.99

ebook available
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ALSO OF INTEREST
The Church of Us vs. Them
Freedom from a Faith That Feeds on Making Enemies
David E. Fitch
Claiming that the church has lost itself in the grip of an antagonistic
culture, David Fitch takes a close look at what drives the vitriol in our
congregations. He traces the enemy-making patterns in church history
and diagnoses the divisiveness that marks the contemporary evangelical
church. Fitch shows a way for the church to be true to itself, unwinding
the antagonisms of our day and making space for Christ’s reconciling
presence in our day-to-day lives. He offers new patterns and practices
that move the church beyond making enemies to being the presence of
Christ in the world, helping us free ourselves from a faith that feeds on
division.

EXCERPT
We’re living in angry times. Wherever we go, whether church, school,
city hall, or Washington, DC; whatever we watch, whether television,
Facebook, or the local theater; and however we do things, whether by
email or Twitter or telephone, in person, or in a meeting, in it all, our
culture is rife with conflict. Politics is full of strife, antagonisms, and
vitriol. Everybody, it seems, is caught up with warding off yet another
enemy. And so, many of us are just keeping our heads down, hoping
to get through the day, causing as little trouble as we can. Something
has gone terribly wrong in our country, and we don’t know what to do
about it.
Meanwhile the church appears little different. Christians appear to be
caught up in the same antagonism and disgust for one another that
is evident elsewhere. We ourselves have become known for our own
enemy making. We fight among ourselves on the various media while
the world looks on. What has happened? Christians have failed to be
known by our love, and the question is, Why?
How is it that Christians have failed at this most prescient moment to be
a people of reconciliation and renewal in the face of all this tumult? And
how do we get out of the mess to become a reconciling presence in the
world through Jesus Christ? How can Christians respond in the face of
this failure, to be the presence of his love, reconciliation, and healing in
a world torn by strife and ugly conflict?

David E. Fitch (PhD, Northwestern University) is the
B. R. Lindner Chair of Evangelical Theology at Northern Seminary and the cofounder of Missio Alliance.
He is the founding pastor of Life on the Vine Christian
Community, a missional church in the northwest
suburbs of Chicago, and is currently on the pastoral
staff at Peace of Christ Church in Westmont, Illinois.
Fitch writes and speaks extensively about issues
facing the church. He has written for Christianity
Today, Outreach, and Catalyst and is the author of
numerous books, including Faithful Presence and
The Great Giveaway.
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ALSO OF INTEREST
Healing the Wounds of Sexual Abuse
Reading the Bible with Survivors
Elaine A. Heath
Elaine Heath illuminates the good news of healing and liberation the
Bible offers survivors of sexual abuse. This accessibly written book is
illustrated with stories and insights from survivors, and each chapter
ends with reflection questions and recommended activities. Previously
published as We Were the Least of These, this repackaged edition includes
a new contextualized introduction that explores how the book speaks
into a vital cultural conversation (#MeToo).

ENDORSEMENTS
“The journey of recovery from sexual abuse is both scarred and
sacred. Elaine Heath boldly covers theological terrain ‘that is perilous,
beautiful, wild, unutterably holy.’ Her development of an atonement
theory understands Jesus (Emmanuel) as ‘the least of these.’ Heath asserts
that Jesus was a victim of sexual abuse as he was publicly stripped naked,
humiliated, bound, violated, penetrated, and torn. She proceeds fearlessly
into topics of toxic shame, original wounding, vulnerability, spiritual eros,
and healing. As a survivor of sexual assault, Heath goes with the reader
into this difficult reality. Joining with the vast numbers of women, men,
girls, and boys who are survivors of sexual abuse, Heath offers her unique
contribution to the #MeToo movement.”—Jeanne Stevenson-Moessner,
Perkins School of Theology, Southern Methodist University
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Elaine A. Heath (PhD, Duquesne University) is
professor of missional and pastoral theology at Duke
Divinity School. She previously taught at Perkins
School of Theology, Southern Methodist University,
where she directed the Center for Missional Wisdom.
An ordained elder in the United Methodist Church,
Heath is a frequent retreat speaker and has experience as a pastor and spiritual director. She has
written a number of books, including The Mystic
Way of Evangelism.
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REJOICING
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Wrestling with
Incurable Cancer
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J. Todd Billings

“Heath draws deeply from Scripture and her own experience as a
Christ follower, friend, pastor, and teacher, gifting us with this remarkable
resource for healing the wounds of sexual abuse. She is a courageous
companion into texts familiar and loved as well as texts avoided and
ignored. The result is persistent and surprising good news: in every hard
place in life, darkness is overcome by God’s light and love.”—Bishop Hope
Morgan Ward, North Carolina Conference, United Methodist Church
“This book is gracefully written by a teacher, pastor, and survivor.
These are not simply academic issues to Heath but reflect the lived
experiences of her and others, whose stories are boldly shared. Through
biblical narratives from both the Old and New Testaments, our eyes are
opened to the prevalence of abuse among us—survivors sit in every
church, school, or business of any size. Heath shows through these
scriptural stories and contemporary cultural artifacts, including films
and books, how hurt can grow to hope and healing in the broken lives
of survivors. Everyone needs to read and discuss this book.”—David W.
Baker, Ashland Theological Seminary
“An important and helpful book. Heath helps us listen carefully
to the Bible and see it as a path toward divine healing instead of as a
weapon of oppression, bringing to bear the riches of our theological
tradition along with a tender pastoral love.”—James Howell, Myers
Park United Methodist Church, Charlotte, North Carolina
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ALSO OF INTEREST
Romans Disarmed
Resisting Empire, Demanding Justice
Sylvia C. Keesmaat and Brian J. Walsh
“Sylvia and Brian are two of my favorite Bible scholars. Whether
you’re over-churched or under-churched, they stir in you a fresh curiosity for the Bible. This new book is perfect for scholars and new Bible
readers alike, and for everyone in between. They rescue one of the most
misused books of the Bible from the hands of colonizers and crusaders.
And they help us listen with first-century ears to the anti-imperial love
story of Romans.”—Shane Claiborne, author, activist, and cofounder
of Red Letter Christians
“If you want to hear—and experience—Paul’s letter to the Jewish
and gentile Christ-followers in Rome as you never have, read this
book. And re-read it. Study it in your church circles. Talk about it with
your friends. Assign it in your courses. As with their earlier Colossians
Remixed, Keesmaat and Walsh have once again interwoven close textual
reading of the New Testament (they clearly love the Scriptures!) with its
unabashedly Jewish roots and its explosive relationship to the Roman
imperial context. Most importantly, they bring the message of Romans
into dialogue with our lives today, as we struggle to be faithful to the
good news of Messiah Jesus in our own imperial context.”—J. Richard
Middleton, Northeastern Seminary, Roberts Wesleyan College
“Keesmaat and Walsh use an artistic mix of story, poetry, imaginative
discourse, and solid biblical and social-cultural-historical background
that allows the reader to understand the book of Romans from an
alternative, and I believe more accurate, point of view. Paul’s letter to the
Romans was not written from an enlightenment-bound worldview and
this book dislodges any such notions. I am grateful for the authors’ skill
in helping us all view the apostle Paul’s world, and ours, through an
unconventional and more preferable lens.”—Randy S. Woodley, author
of Shalom and the Community of Creation: An Indigenous Vision
“You (and I!) have never read Romans like this before. It has been
weaponized by some and reduced to abstraction by others as has perhaps
no other biblical book. Keesmaat and Walsh have disarmed such uses
and returned it to the real, flesh-and-blood world.”—Greg Paul, Sanctuary Toronto community member and author of God in the Alley and
Resurrecting Religion
“Keesmaat and Walsh write into the headwinds of Trumpism,
deepening social disparity, ecological crisis, and endless war. Building
on recent scholarship, this brilliant study engages the original audience,
who labored under the shadow of empire, in a way that brings its
message to life for similarly struggling North American Christians. The
result is a fresh and committed reading by two of our generation’s best
interpreters.”—Ched Myers, Bartimaeus Cooperative Ministries

Sylvia C. Keesmaat (DPhil, University of Oxford)
is adjunct professor of biblical studies at Trinity
College and Wycliffe College in Toronto, and biblical
scholar in residence at St. James Anglican Church
in Fenelon Falls. She is the author of Paul and His
Story: (Re)Interpreting the Exodus Tradition and
editor of The Advent of Justice.
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Brian J. Walsh (PhD, McGill University) serves as a
Christian Reformed campus minister at the University
of Toronto and is an adjunct professor of theology
at Trinity College and Wycliffe College in Toronto.
He has written numerous books, including Kicking
at the Darkness: Bruce Cockburn and the Christian
Imagination, The Transforming Vision, and Truth Is
Stranger Than It Used to Be.
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Keesmaat and Walsh coauthored the successful
book Colossians Remixed: Subverting the Empire and
live on a solar-powered permaculture farm in Ontario.
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ALSO OF INTEREST
Growing With
Every Parent’s Guide to Helping Teenagers and Young
Adults Thrive in Their Faith, Family, and Future
Kara Powell and Steven Argue
Many parents of a teenager or young adult feel as though they’re guessing
about what to do next—with mixed results. They want to stay connected
with their maturing child, but they don’t know how. Based on research
and interviews with remarkable families, this book equips parents to
take steps toward their teenagers and young adults in a mutual journey of
intentional growth. Growing With will be a valuable resource for church
and youth ministry leaders.

ENDORSEMENTS
“There is no joy or challenge or burden like that of parenthood.
We’re drowning in information; we crave wisdom. Growing With has
both. It is an outstanding book.”—John Ortberg, senior pastor of Menlo
Church; author of I’d Like You More If You Were More Like Me
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Kara Powell (PhD, Fuller Theological Seminary) is
executive director of the Fuller Youth Institute and
associate professor of youth and family ministry at
Fuller Theological Seminary. Named by Christianity
Today as one of “50 Women to Watch,” Powell
serves as a youth and family strategist for Orange
and speaks regularly at parenting and leadership
conferences. She has written a number of books,
including Growing Young, The Sticky Faith Guide for
Your Family, and Sticky Faith Curriculum.
Steven Argue (PhD, Michigan State University) is
associate professor of youth, family, and culture at
Fuller Theological Seminary and applied research
strategist at the Fuller Youth Institute. He researches,
speaks, and writes regularly on topics surrounding
adolescence, emerging adulthood, faith, and
spiritual struggle and serves on the board for the
Association of Youth Ministry Educators.
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“Growing With thoroughly arms parents by providing heartfelt and
necessary insights regarding strategies for the holistic development of
youth. As a parent of two young adults and a trainer of youth workers,
I found Growing With to be a welcome addition to my training tool kit.
This guide will rescue many parents as they navigate through difficult
spaces and will bring new supports to the needs of the ever-changing
family.”—Virginia Ward, Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary
“At a time when the generation gap feels wider and the parenting
journey more confusing, Growing With offers a way forward through
practical resources, thought-provoking questions, and real-life stories.
This is a must-read guide for those wanting to grow and to see their
children thrive.”—Tom Lin, president and CEO of InterVarsity
Christian Fellowship
“Every parent I know (including me) feels overwhelmed and
underprepared! I’m so grateful that this well-researched and easy-toread book offers parents a lifeline. Growing With is deep enough to help
you adjust to your maturing child, authentic enough to fill you with the
courage you crave, and practical enough to guide your next conversation
with your teenager or young adult.”—Doug Fields, author of Intentional
Parenting; cofounder of Downloadyouthministry.com
“In Growing With, Kara and Steve help parents, teachers, pastors,
leaders, and mentors understand the power of walking alongside their
adolescent and young adult children and friends. Their focused research
and practical advice provide knowledgeable and actionable steps that
each of us can take as we enter into the lives of young people.”—Newt
Crenshaw, president of Young Life
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ALSO OF INTEREST
Confronting Old Testament
Controversies
Pressing Questions about Evolution, Sexuality,
History, and Violence
Tremper Longman III
“Longman has been thinking for decades about the questions he discusses here. He has stayed abreast of changing views among evangelicals
and knows how to keep reflecting on issues without giving up ground
when he knows one needs to stand firm. If you want not-too-conservative
and not-too-liberal answers to the questions he raises, you will find them
here.”—John Goldingay, Fuller Theological Seminary
“With typical clarity, good sense, and balance, Longman tackles
the most challenging questions related to the Old Testament. This is a
volume I will be referring students and skeptics to for years to come.”
—Mark L. Strauss, Bethel Seminary
“Longman’s high view of biblical authority, his deep pastoral
concern, and his commitment to the power of the gospel have shaped
this insightful guide to help inform our conversation about difficult
and hotly debated Old Testament topics.”—Paul Copan, Palm Beach
Atlantic University
“What a wonderful opportunity to journey with the expertise of
Tremper Longman and consider the Bible regarding some of the most
difficult subjects facing Christians today! This is a valuable book and
worthy of study and consideration.”—Richard S. Hess, Denver Seminary
“The Old Testament is full of difficult and controversial passages.
Longman has tackled four of the most controversial topics: evolution,
history, violence, and sexuality. Rather than settling for simplistic
explanations that will not hold up under genuine scrutiny, Longman
has brought many years of study and scholarship to bear on these
problems. It is a pleasure to recommend this very significant volume.”
—K. Lawson Younger Jr., Trinity Evangelical Divinity School
“Longman addresses the most controversial questions raised by the
text of the Old Testament with courage and aplomb. Here we have a cleareyed, common-sense treatment of the biblical text offering readers answers
that many will find helpful.”—Bill T. Arnold, Asbury Theological Seminary

Tremper Longman III (PhD, Yale University) is
Distinguished Scholar and Professor Emeritus of
Biblical Studies at Westmont College. He previously
taught at Westminster Theological Seminary in
Philadelphia for eighteen years. He has authored
or coauthored more than thirty books, including
An Introduction to the Old Testament, How to Read
Proverbs, The Lost World of the Flood, and commentaries on Genesis, Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song
of Songs, Jeremiah and Lamentations, and Daniel.
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“This will now be my number-one recommendation to all who ask
about the so-called problems of the Old Testament.”—John Dickson,
University of Sydney; founding director, Centre for Public Christianity
“Longman is courageous in tackling subjects that arouse intense controversy as well as baffled distress. Any time I teach the Old Testament,
someone will raise one or another of these issues. Longman writes with
pleasurable clarity, making his deep scholarship available with lightness
and warmth. His disagreements with other scholars, including evangelical
friends, are expressed with respect and without vitriol. Above all he writes
out of clear evangelical conviction on the inspiration, trustworthiness, and
moral authority of the canon of Scripture.”—Christopher J. H. Wright,
Langham Partnership
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ALSO OF INTEREST
On Reading Well
Finding the Good Life through Great Books
Karen Swallow Prior
Foreword by Leland Ryken
“[A] lively treatise on building character through books. . . . With exquisite
writing, [Prior] demonstrates how ‘reading literature, more than informing us,
forms us.’”—Publishers Weekly (starred review)
“On Reading Well is both a love letter to literature and a handbook on virtue, wisdom, and the good life. Bound to be a classic, it is an engrossing work
that will appeal to book nerds and casual readers alike.”—Jonathan Merritt,
contributor to the Atlantic and author of Learning to Speak God from Scratch

Q

“On Reading Well is an exploration of the formative power of stories and
an excavation of the life well lived, and we could scarcely have a better guide
than Prior. She is a person who loves (and has been shaped by) great books and
who loves (and has been shaped by) the richness of Scripture, a scholar whose
writing exudes both warmth and conviction.”—Tish Harrison Warren, priest
in the Anglican Church of North America; author of Liturgy of the Ordinary
Now Available
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Karen Swallow Prior (PhD, SUNY Buffalo) is an award-winning professor of English
and a senior fellow with the Center for Apologetics and Cultural Engagement at Liberty
University. She is also a research fellow with the Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission,
Southern Baptist Convention, and a senior fellow with the Trinity Forum.
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Restless Faith
Holding Evangelical Beliefs in a World of Contested Labels
Richard J. Mouw
“I’m tempted to say that Richard Mouw is the wisest evangelical alive. Here
is an outline of evangelical faith that can weather the turmoil of our times—and
flourish.”—Mark Galli, editor in chief, Christianity Today
“Mouw has contributed much wisdom to Christian faith and life over many
decades. This wonderful book continues that gift. With characteristic honesty,
humility, and hope, Mouw acknowledges the restlessness of his own evangelical
identity but then points a way forward to a generous and faithful expression of
that identity. For other restless believers, this book contains needed ingredients:
some correction, some coaxing, and plenty of celebration for God’s good gifts.”
—Leanne Van Dyk, Columbia Theological Seminary
“Restless Faith challenges us to consider how we understand our faith and
helps us make sense of what it means to be a Christian in today’s world. A needed
resource, especially for those engaged in college and seminary education.”
—Deana Porterfield, Roberts Wesleyan College and Northeastern Seminary
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Richard J. Mouw (PhD, University of Chicago), a renowned author and a widely traveled
speaker, is professor of faith and public life at Fuller Theological Seminary, where he
served as president for twenty years. He has written numerous books, including
Adventures in Evangelical Civility.

a ebook available

66

For the most complete and updated information on these titles, visit www.bakeracademic.com | www.brazospress.com

