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“Neil Gaiman meets Madeleine L’Engle. I read it
in two days!”—Anne Bogel, Modern Mrs. Darcy
y An effortless read from a masterful debut
novelist
y Samuel is determined to find the Tree of Life
to bring his mother back, but what he finds
leaves him with more questions than answers
y Will appeal to readers of Frank Peretti and
James Rubart

I

t was the summer of storms and strays and strangers. The summer that
lightning struck the big oak tree in the front yard. The summer his mother
died in a tragic accident. As he recalls the tumultuous events that launched a
surprising journey, Samuel can still hardly believe it all happened.
After his mother’s death, twelve-year-old Samuel Chambers would do
anything to turn back time. Prompted by three strange carnival fortune-tellers
and the surfacing of his mysterious and reclusive neighbor, Samuel begins
his search for the Tree of Life—the only thing that could possibly bring his
mother back. His quest to defeat death entangles him and his best friend
Abra in an ancient conflict and forces Samuel to grapple with an unwelcome
question: could it be possible that death is a gift?
Haunting and hypnotic, The Day the Angels Fell is a story that explores
the difficult questions of life in a voice that is fresh, friendly, and unafraid.
With this powerful debut, Shawn Smucker has carved out a spot for himself in the tradition of authors Madeleine L’Engle and Lois Lowry.

The Day the Angels Fell
Shawn Smucker

VITAL INFORMATION
Available: September 5
$17.99
978-0-8007-2849-6
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Shawn Smucker lives with his
wife and six children in the city
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Day the Angels Fell is his first
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at www.shawnsmucker.com,
where you can also sign up for
his newsletter.
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EXCERPT
“You can be a nurse,” my mother
had suggested a few weeks before
my marriage when I mentioned my
secret wish.
We were in my herb garden. My
mother did amazing things with
herbs and spices in our food. . . .
“But doctors don’t listen to nurses;
I want to be one who would.” I gentled the rosemary to my nose, rolled
the round petals. Not quite ready to
harvest. “Elizabeth Blackwell graduated from a medical school when I was
six years old, the very first woman in
all of America.”
“She endured much abuse,” my
mother said. “I doubt it’s much better
now.”
“I heard there’s a new medical
college opening, a female one for
homoepathic interests, in New York.
Maybe I could go there one day.”
“A new college allowing women to
study medicine? Can that be true?”
Lucinda entered and I hoped she
didn’t know what we were talking
about.
“Can what be true?”
“Jennie says a college of medicine
for women has opened up.”
Lucinda frowned. “Where did you
hear such a thing?”
“From your boarder, Mr. Chase, of
Boston. He receives the newspaper. He
read it to me.”
“If not for your reading problems,” my
mother said, “it might be.” She sighed,
took my hand in hers. “But now, you’re
about to be married. It’s better you turn
your attention to your husband and a
family, keeping them healthy rather than
dreaming of colleges.”
I nodded toward Lucinda and put my
finger to my lips signaling my mother to
silence.
“What? Do you think your sister doesn’t
know?”
“You’d like to be a doctor,” Lucinda said.
“I . . . I didn’t know you knew.”
Lucinda shrugged. “You always were a
dreamer. The stew is ready. Come on in.”
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“Kirkpatrick’s vivid, rich prose will keep readers in
awe and on the edges of their seats.”—Publishers
Weekly, starred review of This Road We Traveled
y “Richly researched and
remarkably detailed, Kirkpatrick’s novel embodies a
true pioneering spirit in its
dramatization of gumption,
poetry, and loss.”—Booklist,
starred review of This Road
We Traveled
y A young woman’s dream
of practicing medicine in
1870s Oregon brings both
heartache and hope
y Kirkpatrick’s The Memory
Weaver won the coveted Will Rogers Medallion
Award for outstanding
achievement in publishing
of the West

VITAL INFORMATION
Available: September 5
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978-0-8007-2700-0
trade paper
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352 pages
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Category: FICTION / Christian / Historical
FICTION / Historical
Rights: Worldwide

MERCHANDISING
shelf talker
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A

lready well-versed in the natural healing properties of herbs and oils, Jennie Pickett
longs to become a doctor. But the Oregon frontier of the 1870s doesn’t approve of such
innovations as women attending medical school. To leave grief and guilt behind, as well
as support herself and her challenging young son, Jennie cares for an elderly woman using
skills she’s developed on her own. When her patient dies, Jennie discovers that her heart
has become entangled with the woman’s widowed husband, a man many years her senior.
Their unlikely romance may lead her to her ultimate goal—but the road will be winding and
the way forward will not always be clear. Will Jennie find shelter in life’s storms? Will she
discover where healing truly lives?
Through her award-winning, layered storytelling, New York Times bestselling author
Jane Kirkpatrick invites readers to leave behind their preconceived notions about love and
life as they, along with Jennie, discover that dreams may be deferred—but they never
really die. Based on a true story.

All She Left Behind
Jane Kirkpatrick

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Jane Kirkpatrick is the New
York Times and CBA bestselling
author of more than 30 books,
including A Light in the Wilderness, The Memory Weaver,
This Road We Traveled, and A
Sweetness to the Soul, which
won the prestigious Wrangler
Award from the Western Her© LifeTouch
itage Center. Her works have
been finalists for the Christy Award, Spur Award,
Oregon Book Award, and Reader’s Choice awards,
and have won the WILLA Literary Award, USABestBooks, the Carol Award for Historical Fiction, and
the 2016 Will Rogers Medallion Award. Jane lives in
Central Oregon with her husband, Jerry. Learn more
at www.jkbooks.com.
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EXCERPT
Feeling like a pack mule, Amelia
began to make her way through the
station and toward the platform.
Her load was more challenging than
she’d expected, but it wasn’t too
long before she was safely aboard
the train. There, to her relief, a
helpful porter quickly prepared her
sleeping car.
“I’m sure you and the little one will
want to get settled in,” he said. “You
let me know if you need anything.
Food for you or bottles warmed for
him. I’m pleased to help you, ma’am.”
Unsure if she should tip him,
Amelia gave her brightest smile as
she thanked him, which to her relief
appeared sufficient. He inclined his
head as he quietly closed the door.
He’d probably suspected, based on her
shabby suitcase, that she was poor.
She hung up the secondhand coat
that Claudine had insisted she would
need in Montana. It was in fairly good
shape but smelled faintly of cigarette
smoke.
Although Amelia would be on the
train only until tomorrow morning, she
unpacked a few things with the goal of
making Jimmy and herself as comfortable as possible. To her delight, this cozy
sleeping car felt just right for the two
of them. Not only that, but as the train
began to move, Jimmy seemed to relax
and settle in. Almost as if he were glad
they were finally on their way. Maybe
he instinctively knew that life was about
to get better for them. Perhaps he would
enjoy meeting his paternal grandparents.
At the moment the train pulled out of the
station, anything seemed possible.
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Can a Christmas Miracle Give a
World War II Widow Hope for Her Baby?
yy Author has won many
awards, including a RITA,
two Carol Awards, and the
prestigious Romantic Times
Career Achievement Award
yy Carlson’s Christmas books
have sold well over 500,000
copies
yy “Carlson’s latest holiday
offering is sure to become a
fan favorite! Full of hope, it
embodies all that is beloved
about the Christmas season.”—RT Book Reviews on
The Christmas Angel Project
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W

hen she receives the news in late 1944 that her baby’s father was shot down in the
South Pacific, Amelia Richards loses hope. Jobless and broke, she has nowhere to
turn for help but her infant’s paternal grandparents. The only problem is, they don’t know
that she—or their grandson—exists. When Amelia discovers that the family is wealthy
and influential, dare she disclose the truth of her relationship with their son? Or could the
celebration of the arrival of another unexpected baby nearly two thousand years ago be the
answer to her dilemma?
Beloved author Melody Carlson pens a story of love, hardship, and reconciliation that will
leave readers filled with Christmas joy.

The Christmas Blessing
Melody Carlson

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Melody Carlson is the
award-winning author of
over two hundred books with
combined sales of more than
six million. She is the author
of several Christmas books,
including the bestselling The
Christmas Bus, The Christmas
Dog, Christmas at Harrington’s,
The Christmas Cat, The
Christmas Joy Ride, and The Christmas Angel Project.
She received a Romantic Times Career Achievement
Award in the inspirational market for her many books,
including the Diary of a Teenage Girl series and Finding
Alice. She and her husband live in central Oregon.
Learn more at www.melodycarlson.com.
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From Completely Different Worlds, They
Must Fight Their Growing Attraction
y Gabhart’s novels have been finalists for many
awards and Love Comes Home won the Selah
Book of the Year award in 2015
y When life takes an unexpected turn, Francine
Howard finds work in the mountains as a midwife—could it be that healing waits for her
there as well?
y More than 375,000 copies of Ann H. Gabhart’s
books sold

F

rancine Howard has her life all mapped out until the soldier she planned
to marry at WWII’s end writes to tell her he’s in love with a woman in
England. Devastated, Francine seeks a fresh start in the Appalachian Mountains, training to be a nurse midwife for the Frontier Nursing Service.
Deeply affected by the horrors he witnessed at war, Ben Locke has
never thought further ahead than making it home to Kentucky. His future
shrouded in as much mist as his beloved mountains, he’s at a loss when it
comes to envisioning what’s next for his life.
When Francine’s and Ben’s paths intersect, it’s immediately clear that
they are from different worlds and value different things. But love has a
way of healing old wounds . . . and revealing tantalizing new possibilities.

These Healing Hills
Ann H. Gabhart
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Available: September 5
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bestselling author of several
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Words Spoken True, and THe
HearT of HollyHill series. She
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A Memphis Cold Case Detective Teams Up with a
Security Specialist to Solve a 28-Year-Old Crime
y “Bradley’s novels are always page-turners.”
—Booklist on Silence in the Dark
y Appeals to readers who like the lean, fastpaced style of Lynette Eason and Dani Pettrey
y Bradley has won a Daphne du Maurier award
and won the 2016 Inspirational Readers
Choice Award in Suspense

I

n an effort to get her security consulting business off the ground, Kelsey
Allen has been spending a lot of time up in the air, rappelling down
buildings and climbing through windows to show business owners their
vulnerabilities to thieves. When she is hired to pose as a conservator at
the Pink Palace Museum in order to test their security weaknesses after
some artifacts go missing, she’s ecstatic. But when her investigative
focus turns from theft to murder, Kelsey knows she’s out of her league—
and possibly in the cross hairs. When blast-from-the-past Detective Brad
Hollister is called in to investigate, Kelsey may find that he’s the biggest
security threat yet . . . to her heart.
Crackling with romantic tension and laced with intrigue, this suspenseful story from award-winning author Patricia Bradley will keep readers
guessing—and looking over their shoulders.

Justice Buried
Patricia Bradley

VITAL INFORMATION
Available: September 5
$15.99
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Patricia Bradley is the author
of Justice Delayed, as well as
the logan PoinT series. Bradley
won an Inspirational Readers
Choice Award in Suspense,
was a finalist for the Genesis
Award, won a Daphne du Maurier Award, and won a Touched
by Love Award. Bradley is
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cofounder of Aiming for Healthy
Families, Inc., and she is a member of American
Christian Fiction Writers and Romance Writers of
America. Bradley makes her home in Mississippi.
Learn more at www.ptbradley.com.
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EXCERPT
“Well, have you fetched them?”
Lady Eudora Eustice Pochard
huddled in her wheeled chair in the
bay of heavily draped windows. The
fireplace glowed behind her, giving a
soft yet eerie light to this red-andgold gilded room of her ancestors.
Oh yes, he had fetched them. Both
trunks . . . as well as the additional
piece of baggage.
“Yes, my lady. Every last belonging
of a Mr. Harcourt of Shepton Mallet.”
“He is dead?” Digory’s faithfulbutler mask shattered. “No! Mr.
Harcourt—”
A daggered look from Lady Pochard
sliced the end off his sentence. The
poor man’s Adam’s apple bobbed, wiry
hands working at his sides.
Who was this Mr. Harcourt to the
family, anyway? Silas tried again. “As
to what I’m to do with—”
“I’ve told you. All the trunks are to
be stowed in the rafters. Unless you
have taken it upon yourself to look
through the deceased man’s belongings
to decide their value is greater than attic
fodder.”
“I have only glimpsed one belonging,
my lady, and you will hardly wish to
keep it in your attic.” Why did he tiptoe
around the truth? It wasn’t as if it was
his fault, any of this.
“Out with it, then.” The woman’s aged
mouth puckered. “I’ve no patience for
your witticisms, Mr. Rotherham. Speak
quickly.”
He cleared his throat. “A girl, my lady.
A young woman of nearly twenty, I’d say.”
Realization dawned on the old woman’s
face in hues of white and ashy gray. “It
cannot be.”
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Does a Young Woman Hold the Key to the Identity
of the Most Popular Writer of Victorian England?
yy Lady Jayne Disappears was
an ACFW Genesis Award
finalist, a Maggie Award for
Excellence winner, and an
OCW Cascade Award winner
yy Features a highly popular
entertainment form of the
day: serialized fiction
yy Will appeal to fans of Sarah
Ladd, Roseanna White, and
Lawana Blackwell
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W

hen Aurelie Harcourt’s father dies in debtor’s prison, he leaves her just two things:
his wealthy family, whom she has never met, and his famous pen name, Nathaniel
Droll. Her new family greets her with apathy and even resentment. Only the quiet houseguest, Silas Rotherham, welcomes her company.
When Aurelie decides to complete her father’s unfinished serial novel, writing the family
into the story as unflattering characters, she must keep her identity as Nathaniel Droll
hidden while searching for the truth about her mother’s disappearance—and perhaps even
her father’s death.
Author Joanna Davidson Politano’s stunning debut set in Victorian England will delight
readers with its highly original plot, lush setting, vibrant characters, and reluctant romance.

Lady Jayne Disappears
Joanna Davidson Politano

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Joanna Davidson Politano
freelances for a small nonfiction publisher but spends much
of her time spinning tales that
capture the colorful, exquisite
details in ordinary lives. Her
manuscript for Lady Jayne
Disappears was a finalist for
several contests, including
the 2016 Genesis Award from © Robb Davidson Photography
ACFW, and won the OCW Cascade Award and the
Maggie Award for Excellence. She is always on the
hunt for random acts of kindness, people willing to
share their deepest secrets with a stranger, and
hidden stashes of sweets. She lives with her husband
and their two babies in a house in the woods near
Lake Michigan and shares stories that move her at
www.jdpstories.com.

w w w.revellbooks.com

37 37

Orders: 1- 800 - 877-2665

OCTOBER

EXCERPT
“Hello, Matt. Long time no see.”
As the words slithered through
the clammy night air, a jagged shaft
of lightning illuminated the speaker’s
face for one brief instant.
But Matt Parker didn’t need a
visual cue to identify the man on the
other side of his front door.
The glib voice was all too familiar.
Fingers clutching the doorknob, he
stared at the shadowy figure as shock
thrummed through his nerve endings.
In the background, another eruption of
electricity slashed across the inky sky.
A sharp crack of thunder shook the
walls of the house. Rain pummeled the
tulips rimming the porch, beating their
heads into submission.
Hollywood couldn’t have staged a
more dramatic—or ominous—reunion.
“Aren’t you going to ask me in?”
When the man he loathed flashed
the same smug smile he’d worn during
their last conversation five years ago,
Matt attempted to slam the door.
“Not so fast.” A foot shot between
the door and the jamb. “I’ve come a long
way to see you.”
*****
“You are delusional.” Matt planted his
palms on the counter and leaned toward
the man who was fouling the air in his
house. “Read my lips. I said forget it.
Now get out of here.”
As a shudder of thunder rumbled
through the walls, the lights flickered.
Steadied.
His visitor regarded him, an odd
mixture of emotions in his eyes. At last he
stood. “Sorry, Matt. You are going to help
me. Here’s why.”
With his dinner cooling on the counter
between them and the aroma of spicy
tomato sauce turning his stomach, Matt
listened in growing horror as the man he’d
never wanted to see again played his trump
card.
And as the seconds ticked by . . . as Matt
stared across the counter at this specter
from his past . . . as the rain pounded
against the roof and the wind howled . . .
one thing became terrifyingly clear.
The new life he’d created was over.
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Three-Time RITA Award Winner Begins
an Explosive New CODE OF HONOR Series
y Sales of Hannon’s romantic
suspense continue to build
from series to series
y Hannon’s Revell novels have
sold more than 725,000
copies
y Dubbed the “queen of inspirational romantic suspense”
by Library Journal
y A police detective investigating a tragic death and a
grieving woman with apparent memory lapses face a
deadly foe who will protect
an evil secret at any cost
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T

rish Bailey is on overload trying to deal with a demanding job, an ailing mother, and a
healing heart. When a series of unsettling memory lapses leads to a tragic death—and
puts Trish under police scrutiny—her world is once again thrown into turmoil.
Detective Colin Flynn isn’t certain what to think of the facts he uncovers during his investigation. Did Trish simply make a terrible mistake or is there more to the case than meets
the eye? As he searches for answers, disturbing information begins to emerge—and if the
forces at work are as evil as he suspects, the situation isn’t just dangerous . . . it’s deadly.
Bestselling and award-winning author Irene Hannon captures readers with a mind-bending
story that will have them doubling back to retrace their steps—and figure out what they missed!

Dangerous Illusions
cODe OF HOnOR #1

Irene Hannon

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Irene Hannon is the bestselling and award-winning
author of more than fifty novels,
including Buried Secrets, Thin
Ice, and Tangled Webs, as
well as the HeroeS of QUanTiCo,
gUarDianS of JUSTiCe, and PriVaTe
JUSTiCe series. In addition to
many other honors, she is a
© DeWeesePhotography.com
seven-time finalist for and
three-time winner of the prestigious RITA Award from
Romance Writers of America. She is also a member
of RWA’s elite Hall of Fame and has received a Career
Achievement Award from RT Book Reviews. Learn
more at www.irenehannon.com.
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A Steamy Romance Writer Tries to Reconcile Her Past with Her
Newfound Faith—and a Budding Romance with Her Pastor
y Talented debut author delivers a lighthearted
romance with a witty, relatable main character
readers will not soon forget
y When a steamy romance writer becomes a
Christian, she finds that reconciling her former
career with her future is more diﬃcult than
she imagined
y Will appeal to readers of Becky Wade and
Katherine Reay

B

ecoming a Christian is the best and worst thing that has ever happened to Sarah Hollenbeck. Best because, well, that’s obvious. Worst
because, up to this point, she’s made her very comfortable living as a
well-known, bestselling author of steamy romance novels that would leave
the members of her new church blushing. Now Sarah is trying to reconcile
her past with the future she’s chosen. She’s still under contract with her
publisher and on the hook with her enormous fan base for the kind of book
she’s not sure she can write anymore. She’s beginning to think that the
church might frown on her tithing on royalties from a “scandalous” book.
And the fact that she’s falling in love with her pastor doesn’t make things
any easier.
With a powerful voice, penetrating insight, and plenty of wit, Bethany
Turner explodes onto the scene with a debut that isn’t afraid to deal with
the thorny realities of living the Christian life.

The Secret Life of Sarah
Hollenbeck
Bethany Turner
VITAL INFORMATION
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$13.99
978-0-8007-2766-6
trade paper
5½ x 8½
320 pages
Case Quantity: 36
Category: FICTION / Christian / Romance
FICTION / Romance / Contemporary
Rights: Worldwide

MERCHANDISING
shelf talker
978-0-8007-7218-5

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Bethany Turner is the director
of administration for Rock
Springs Church in Southwest
Colorado. A former VP/operations manager of a commercial
bank and a three-time cancer
survivor (all before she turned
35), Bethany knows that when
God has plans for your life, it
doesn’t matter what anyone
else has to say. Because of that, she’s chosen to follow
his call to write. She lives with her husband and their
two sons in Colorado, where she writes for a new
generation of readers who crave fiction that tackles the
thorny issues of life with humor and insight.
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Six Girls Missing . . . and Every
Clue Leads to a Dead End
y “Lisa Harris takes readers on a fast-paced
pursuit of justice that will have them holding
their breath until the heart-stopping finish.”
—Christian Retailing on Vendetta
y On the hunt to find a serial killer who has
surfaced after a decade, an FBI agent and
local detective realize this case will take every
resource they have just to survive
y Taut, tension-laced suspense will appeal to
readers of Lynette Eason and Terri Blackstock

D

uring Garrett Addison’s first week on the job as a criminal investigator
for the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation, his team is called out to a
murder scene of a young girl. She’s the third victim in a string of disappearances with one thing in common—a Polaroid photo of each victim left
behind at the crime scene.
The FBI is pulled into the case to help, and Garrett finds himself working
with Special Agent Jordan Lambert, the woman he once loved. When yet
another girl dies—number six—Garrett blames himself and believes he
doesn’t have what it takes to be an agent. What he’ll discover is that, while
he may be done with the killer, the killer is not done with him—or Jordan.
Bestselling and award-winning author Lisa Harris unveils an unforgettable
story of a case that has haunted the public and law enforcement for more
than a decade. Fans of the niKKi BoyD fileS will thrill to finally discover what
actually happened to Nikki’s sister, Sarah. New readers will become instant
fans after devouring this chilling tale.

Vanishing Point
Lisa Harris
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Lisa Harris is a bestselling
author, a Christy Award
winner, and the winner of the
Best Inspirational Suspense
Novel for 2011 and 2015 from
Romantic Times for her novels
Blood Covenant and Vendetta.
The author of more than thirty
books, including Vendetta,
Missing, Pursued, and the
SoUTHern CriMeS series, Harris and her family have
spent thirteen years living as missionaries in southern
Africa. Learn more at www.lisaharriswrites.com.
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“Enormously engaging and thought provoking.”—Kim Neimi,
former executive vice president, NBC Universal, on Recruits
y From the infinite imagination of Thomas
Locke comes this otherworldly novel that
pushes the boundaries of time, space, and
human limitations
y Sean and Dillon Kirrel use their transit abilities
to rescue a kidnap victim held in the Virginia
foothills, but are soon in jeopardy

T

wins Sean and Dillon are using their transit abilities for good—but not
everyone sees it that way. Arrested and imprisoned by a clandestine
group within the highest reaches of the Human Assembly, Sean and Dillon
are forced to choose sides between those who wish to serve and those
who seek to rule.
At the same time within a distant outpost system, a young soldier is
coming into his own. Logan has known since childhood that he possessed
a special ability—a distinct form of transiting called ghost-walking.
Though ghost-walking has been outlawed for centuries, Logan is secretly
drawing together a crew for a risky quest.
The fates of these three young men will lead them, along with the entire
Assembly, to the brink of destruction in this inventive tale of adventure,
honor, and the things worth fighting for.
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