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Inspired by #1 Single from
Excerpt
Insecurity. Guilt. Loneliness. A
broken home. A broken heart.
We all hurt.
Our hurts may seem big or small.
Whether it’s from physical illness or
abuse, job loss or an absentee parent,
poverty or imprisonment, or just fear
of an unknown future, pain hits all of
us in one way or another.
We need healing. Our only trouble
is that we don’t know where or how
to find it. Sometimes even our friends
can’t seem to help us.
We might think there is something
wrong with us. Maybe we are the only
ones to feel such unresolved hurt. We
sometimes have trouble just getting
through life, making it all work.
We develop coping mechanisms
to avoid more pain and to protect
ourselves. Maybe things will get better
with time, we tell ourselves. Maybe a
bit of positive thinking will make it all go
away. Maybe we just need to redouble
our efforts, expend more energy, and
somehow strengthen ourselves.
Our Christian friends seem to be
living a blissful life of blessing, getting
their prayers answered, some even
experiencing “miracles” of one type or
another. We start to feel like maybe we’re
the black sheep in God’s family.
To make matters worse, we are
ashamed that we hurt. We wish that we
were stronger. We might even think God
is disappointed with us for hurting or that
he doesn’t care. We would never say it out
loud, but we might think God is the one
kicking us when we’re down. Maybe we
think we deserve to hurt because of all the
things we’ve done wrong, and God is just
rubbing it in as he teaches us a lesson.
But that’s not the God of the Bible. No,
God is our Counselor, our Comforter, our
Healer. He’s not shocked or disappointed
with us when we hurt so badly. We can be
open and honest with him. We don’t have
to pretend around him. He wants us to be
transparent about our pain. That’s the only
way real healing can take place in our lives.
And, yes, that means being honest about all
the feelings we have, not just the positive or
spiritual-looking ones.
w w w.bak erbooks. co m
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MercyMe: Reveals How God Is
Our Gentle Healer
••Promoted on MercyMe’s The Hurt & The Healer tours in Fall 2013 and Spring 2014
••Quick, accessible read is affordable for easy gift giving
••From the lead singer of MercyMe and the bestselling author of The Naked Gospel

W

e all experience fear, shame, loneliness, broken homes, or broken hearts. We all hurt and need true, lasting healing. The trouble,
according to bestselling author Andrew Farley and Bart Millard, lead singer of MercyMe, is that we don’t know where to find it.
Inspired by MercyMe’s #1 hit song of the same name, The Hurt & The Healer reveals exactly how God can be the gentle healer of all our
hurts. Writing from the pain they’ve experienced in their lives, Millard and Farley reveal how their own struggles caused them to feel they
had disappointed God. Through their biblical guidance, readers will see that God wants them to be open and honest about their pain. Only
then can they discover how to exchange destructive thinking patterns for God’s view of them and watch as God’s perfect love casts away
all their fears.

The Hurt & The Healer
Bart Millard and Andrew Farley

Vital Information

About the Authors

Available: August 15, 2013
$9.99
978-0-8010-1562-5
trade paper
5x7
160 pages
Case Quantity: 80

ebook: $3.99
978-1-4412-4173-3
Category: RELIGION / Christian Life / Personal Growth
Rights: Worldwide

Bart Millard is the lead singer of
the award-winning band MercyMe.
With a double platinum album, four
gold albums, thirteen consecutive
top five singles on the Billboard
Christian Songs chart, eight Dove
awards, and numerous Grammy
nominations, MercyMe continues to
speak to people around the world
of God’s love, forgiveness, and
healing. Their platinum song “I Can Only Imagine” is the
most sold Christian song ever. The Hurt & The Healer will be
promoted on their Fall 2013 and Spring 2014 tours in front
of hundreds of thousands of fans.

Endorsements

Also Available

“I am thrilled about this eye-opening, life-changing book from Bart Millard and Andrew Farley.
Rules do not set us free, but being set free by the truth is real! It’s going to be exciting to
see how God uses The Hurt & The Healer in so many people’s lives. I can’t wait to watch it
happen!”—Amy Grant, Grammy Award–winning songwriter and recording artist
“I won the Winston Cup Championship in 2000, but the next day was one of the loneliest
days of my life. First disappointment, then anger, and eventually depression. You name it,
I’ve experienced it. I was excited to read this book, because there’s so much here that I want
to grasp. What Bart and Andrew have written will help you discover your real purpose in the
midst of this broken world we all live in.”—Bobby Labonte, professional NASCAR driver
w w w.bak erbooks. co m

Andrew Farley is the bestselling
author of The Naked Gospel, God
without Religion, Heaven Is Now,
and Operation Screwtape. He
is also a linguistics professor at
Texas Tech University and pastor
of Ecclesia Bible Church. Andrew’s
writings have been featured by
national news outlets such as
PBS, ABC, and FOX. Connect with
Andrew on Facebook and Twitter (@DrAndrewFarley). Visit
AndrewFarley.org to watch videos, get free downloads, and
find out more about Andrew’s bestselling books.

•

God without Religion
978-0-8010-1487-1

Heaven Is Now
978-0-8010-1438-3
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January

Forgotten Story of One of
Excerpt
Harry happily sang several
more plantation melodies for
the family, each one ending with
appreciative applause. The kitchen
help stayed to listen through the
door long after the dishes were
cleaned. As the hour grew late,
young Tony drifted off to sleep, his
head resting in his mother’s lap.
Mrs. Dvorak finally led him and a
reluctant Otylia up to bed as Harry
and the composer remained in the
living room.
“My wife didn’t want us to come
to America,” Dvorak confided to
Harry once he knew his wife had
closed the door upstairs. “We were
quite comfortable in Bohemia. But
there was something that drew me
to this land. In Prague I was fortunate
enough to hear your Singers of the
Jubilee.”
“The Fisk Jubilee Singers?”
Burleigh asked.
“Yes, yes, of course. They sang
many of the melodies you have sung
for my family tonight.” The great
musician placed his large, tobaccostained hand on the young man’s
shoulder, looking intently into his
eyes. “These songs of the slave, these
melodies have haunted me from that
time until today.”
Burleigh was overwhelmed at
Dvorak’s transparency. He felt both awe
and joy at what the master was confiding
in him.
“These songs brought me here,
Barley.” The young musician didn’t
correct him. “You say that you know many
of these songs?”
“Yes, my grandfather taught me dozens
of them.”
“Then you must teach them to me.”
Burleigh was stunned. He stood
speechless.
“Yes, and tell me of your grandfather
too. How did he find his way to freedom?
Tell me of the plantations. I want to know
everything.”
Harry sat and pondered the questions for
a moment. He had heard the story a myriad
of times from both his grandfather and his
mother. Now he didn’t know where to begin.
After collecting his thoughts for a moment,
he finally unfolded the story for Dvorak.
w w w.bak erbooks. co m • O r d e r s: 1 - 8 0 0 - 8 7 7 - 2 6 6 5
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America’s Most Influential African
American Musicians
••The compelling story of Harry T. Burleigh, an African American music pioneer best known for
his artistic arrangements of timeless Negro Spirituals
••Burleigh studied under the internationally acclaimed Antonin Dvorak and spent 52 years as
the baritone soloist at St. George’s Episcopal Church in NYC
••Author is a contributing writer for CBN.com where he served as spiritual life producer for
more than 10 years
••Will appeal to readers of The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks

I

t should not surprise us when we see God use the common things of life—snow, streetlights, a rented suit, a mop—to accomplish the
incredible. But it should inspire us. From the depths of near obscurity at the turn of the last century, a young African American man rose
to fame through those ordinary things—listening intently out in the snow as a child to beautiful music in an elegant hall, listening to his
grandfather sing the old slave songs as he lit the streetlamps, sweating through a rented suit during an audition for a musical scholarship,
a chance meeting with a musical legend as he was mopping the halls of his school. Through the seemingly insignificant pieces of life, God
led Harry T. Burleigh along the path to fame and through him preserved the songs that would form the basis of a uniquely American music.
Now Harry T. Burleigh, once world-renowned for his career as a beautiful baritone soloist, an arranger of Negro Spirituals, and a
composer in his own right, is lifted once more out of obscurity by Craig von Buseck. This inspiring true story will take readers back in time
to Southern plantations and Northern boom towns, to minstrel shows and soaring sanctuaries, and into the heart of a man who never
suspected that God had destined him for greatness.

Nobody Knows
Craig von Buseck
Vital Information

About the Author

Available: January 1
$17.99
978-0-8010-1609-7
hardcover
6x9
256 pages
Case Quantity: 30

ebook: $17.99
978-1-4412-4554-0
Category: BIOGRAPHY & AUTOBIOGRAPHY / Religious
BIOGRAPHY & AUTOBIOGRAPHY / General
Rights: Worldwide

Craig von Buseck is a contributing
writer and former producer for CBN.
com, the official website of The
Christian Broadcasting Network,
with 1.8 million unique visitors every
month. He has an MA in journalism
from Regent University and a BA
in communication, with a minor in
history, from Edinboro University.
The author of several books,
von Buseck is a professional speaker who has traveled
extensively both in America and abroad. He holds a DMin
from Regent University and lives in Elizabeth City, North
Carolina.

w w w.bak erbooks. co m
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Endorsement
“I’m thrilled that the historical and important story of the
legendary Harry T. Burleigh is finally being told! That he was
for fifty-two years a member and celebrated soloist at the
very church I attend here in New York City makes it all the
more extraordinary. Hats off to Craig von Buseck for his
tremendous research and work!”—Eric Metaxas, New York
Times bestselling author of Bonhoeffer
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Overcome Self-Limiting Beliefs to
Excerpt
Most of us sell our dreams
short by thinking too small.
Whether it’s from fear of failure
or a desire to appear humble,
we try to get by with scaleddown dreams that appear
achievable. One of my goals in
this book is to challenge you to
stop limiting your dreams.
Have you ever taken time
to think about what it means
to have a God-given dream?
Listen to what the Old Testament
prophet Amos says about God:
“He who forms the mountains,
who creates the wind, and who
reveals his thoughts to mankind,
who turns dawn to darkness,
and treads on the heights of the
earth—the Lord God Almighty is
his name” (Amos 4:13 NIV).
Isn’t that awesome? The God
who created the heavens, the
earth, and the seas also gave you
your dreams. The same God who
set the mountains in place, placed
desires in your heart. The size of
your dream matters to him.
Unfortunately, most of us
tend to downsize our dreams
so that we have a better chance
of achieving them. The problem
is, when you shrink your dream
down to something “doable,” you
weaken it. The dream may feel less
intimidating to you, but it will also be
less inspiring. In fact, it may not be
inspiring at all. God wants our dreams
to fill us with enthusiasm, to motivate
us to get out of bed in the morning.
Another way to put it is that God wants
to give us a purpose greater than
ourselves—an outrageously big, Godgiven dream.
What does that kind of dream look
like? Here’s a hint: it’ll be so big that
when you talk about it, you’ll want to
laugh out loud.

w w w.bak erbooks. co m
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Achieve God-Given Goals
••Author’s first book made USA Today top 50 titles list and sold nearly 40,000 copies
••Pastor of one of the 100 largest churches in America
••Provides encouragement and practical tips, inspiring readers to reach their goals

W

e all have dreams God has placed in our hearts, but many things keep us from fulfilling them. Fear of failure, insecurity about our
financial situation, self-doubt, and more erode those ambitions until they are little more than pipe dreams. But Bil Cornelius is here
to tell readers that today is the day they are going to start reaching their full potential and fulfilling their dreams.
With upbeat encouragement, Cornelius motivates readers to make their dreams reality by helping them set goals, focus their time and
energies, develop their unique gifts, steep everything in prayer, and take action that God will bless. Readers will be challenged and inspired
to achieve all that God has set in their hearts—starting now!

Today Is the Day
Bil Cornelius

Vital Information

About the Author

Available: January 1
$19.99
978-0-8010-1524-3
hardcover
6x9
224 pages
Case Quantity: 30

ebook: $19.99
978-1-4412-4553-3
Category: RELIGION / Christian Life / Inspirational
Rights: Worldwide

Bil Cornelius is the founder and
lead pastor of Bay Area Fellowship
in Corpus Christi, Texas, which
has in just twelve years grown to a
membership of over 8,000 people
between nine campuses, making
it one of Outreach Magazine’s Top
100 Fastest-Growing Churches. In
2008, he launched Bil Cornelius
Ministries, a TV ministry that brings
his message of hope to South Texas. He can be seen hosting
the Praise The Lord broadcast throughout the world on
TBN. Bil is also a sought-after speaker and church health
and growth consultant and lives in Corpus Christi, Texas,
with his wife, Jessica, and their three children.
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Three Biblical Principles to Reach Financial
Freedom and Peace of Mind
••Practical, easy-to-read guide to getting your finances
in order
••From lead pastor of a 7,000-member, ethnically
diverse church in Memphis
••Author hosts popular weekly television program,
The Life Church Television

I

n a volatile economy, can we ever truly be free of worry and anxiety about our
finances? John Siebeling answers that question with an emphatic yes. It’s not
about making more money, it’s about three simple, biblical steps that apply to all of
us, no matter what our income: tithe consistently, manage responsibly, and build a
spirit of generosity.
In this concise book, Siebeling unpacks each of these concepts, showing
readers how to lay a strong foundation for worry-free finances, how to manage their
resources wisely, and how to expand their perspective on finances to receive the
blessings that come with living a generous, open-handed life. These biblically based
principles will inspire and equip readers to break free of the stranglehold that our
finances often have on us and build a life that is blessed by God and a blessing to
others.

Worry Free Finances
John Siebeling

Vital Information

About the Author

Available: January 15
$5.99
978-0-8010-1506-9
mass market
4¼ x 7
112 pages
Case Quantity: 96

ebook: $5.99
978-1-4412-0360-1
Category: RELIGION / Christian Life / Personal Growth
RELIGION / Christian Life / Inspirational
BUSINESS & ECONOMICS / Personal Finance / General
Rights: Worldwide

John Siebeling is the author of
Momentum and is the lead pastor
of The Life Church, a thriving,
ethnically diverse 7,000-member
multi-campus church in Memphis,
Tennessee. He is a member of
the Board of Directors for ARC
(Association of Related Churches),
and is a widely respected peer of
other well-known ARC pastors, including Stovall Weems,
Chris Hodges, and Rick Bezet. The Life Church has a weekly
television program with over 125,000 viewers on average
weekly. John has twenty plus years of ministry experience,
including several years serving alongside his wife as
missionaries to Kenya.
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Also Available
Momentum
978-0-8010-1504-5
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How an Ancient Controversy Sheds Light
on the Future of Christianity
••Bestselling author Phyllis Tickle is a widely
respected authority on religion in America
••Tickle’s The Great Emergence and Emergence
Christianity have sold a combined total of over
60,000 copies
••Explores the role of the Holy Spirit in the future
of Christianity

A

thousand years ago, the church experienced a time of tremendous
upheaval called the Great Schism. The one faith became two churches,
East and West, and the course of world history was forever changed. And it
all swirled around one Latin word in the Nicene Creed, filioque, that indicated
the Holy Spirit proceeded both from God the Father “and from the Son.” From
the time that phrase was officially instituted onward, the Holy Spirit’s place
in the Trinity and role in the lives of believers would be fiercely debated, with
ramifications being felt through the centuries to this very day.
In this fascinating book, readers will encounter not just the interesting
historical realities that have shaped our faith today but also the present
resurgence of interest in the Holy Spirit seen in many churches across the
theological spectrum. Tickle and Sweeney make accessible and relevant the
forces behind the current upheaval in the church, taking readers by the hand
and leading them confidently into the Age of the Spirit.

The Age of the Spirit
Phyllis Tickle with Jon M. Sweeney

Vital Information
Available: January 1
$19.99
978-0-8010-1480-2
hardcover
5½ x 8½
192 pages
Case Quantity: 52

ebook: $19.99
978-1-4412-4548-9
Category: RELIGION / Christianity / General
RELIGION / Christian Church / General
RELIGION / Christian Theology / General
Rights: Worldwide

About the Authors
Phyllis Tickle, founding editor of
the religion department at Publishers
Weekly, is the author of more than
two dozen books on the subject,
including The Great Emergence. She
is frequently quoted and interviewed
in such media outlets as the New York
Times, USA Today, Newsweek, Time,
CNN, C-SPAN, and PBS. A lector and
lay eucharistic minister in the Episcopal Church, she holds
the honorary degree of Doctor of Humane Letters from both
Berkeley School of Divinity at Yale University and from North
Park University. She makes her home on a small farm in
Tennessee. For more information, go to www.phyllistickle.
com or www.thegreatemergence.com.
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Jon M. Sweeney is the author
of several books, including the
remarkably timely The Pope Who
Quit. He is well-known for his
ability to take complicated religious
history and make it accessible and
fascinating to non-scholars. He is the
editor-in-chief of Paraclete Press and
lives in Evanston, Illinois, with his
family.

Also Available
The Great Emergence
978-0-8010-7102-7
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November / January / February
Now in
paper

Now in
paper

Prayer, Praise & Promises

Hidden Treasures
in the Book of Job

Warren W. Wiersbe

Hugh Ross

The psalms have always been a special source of
inspiration, comfort, and strength for believers. In his
classic Prayer, Praise & Promises, beloved teacher Warren
Wiersbe offers readers a daily dose of the psalms and all of
the instruction, motivation, inspiration, and blessings they
provide. Now in paper.

The book of Job has a surprising amount to say about
scientific discoveries and controversies, including the
formation of the world, the difference between animals
and humans, cosmology, dinosaurs and the fossil record,
how to care for creation, and more. Internationally known
astrophysicist Hugh Ross argues that the Bible has much to
say on the history of the universe, Earth, life, and humanity,
and it is a trustworthy source of scientific information. Now
in paper.

Vital Information

Vital Information

Updated and
revised

Quick Scripture Reference
for Counseling Youth,
updated and revised
Keith R. Miller and Patricia A. Miller
Drugs and alcohol. Self-injury. Eating disorders. Puberty.
Suicide. Sexual purity. These are just a few of the
challenges facing teens and young adults today. This
concise, topical guide to the Bible is the perfect tool for
parents and youth pastors wanting to provide scriptural
guidance to youth regarding the issues they face in their
formative years. Now updated, revised, and expanded with
new topics.

Vital Information

Available: November 1, 2013
$14.99
978-0-8010-1607-3

Available: January 15
$14.99
978-0-8010-1606-6

Available: February 15
$14.99
978-0-8010-1583-0

trade paper
6x9
384 pages
Case Quantity: 24

trade paper
5½ x 8½
240 pages
Case Quantity: 52

spiral
5¼ x 8
272 pages
Case Quantity: 44

ebook: $14.99
978-1-4412-3747-7

ebook: $14.99
978-1-4412-3432-2

ebook: $14.99
978-1-4412-4552-6

Category: RELIGION / Christian Life / Devotional
Rights: Worldwide

Category: RELIGION / Christian Theology / Apologetics
Rights: Worldwide

Category: RELIGION / Counseling
RELIGION / Christian Ministry / Counseling & Recovery
RELIGION / Christian Ministry / Youth
Rights: Not to the EU (Zondervan)

About the Author

About the Authors

About the Author

Warren W. Wiersbe is a pastor and the author or editor
of more than 160 books, including On Earth as It Is in
Heaven, 50 People Every Christian Should Know, and On
Being a Servant of God. He lives in Nebraska.

Hugh Ross (PhD, University of Toronto) is founder and
president of Reasons To Believe (www.reasons.org). He is
the author of many books, including Why the Universe Is
the Way It Is. He lives in the Los Angeles area.

w w w.bak erbooks. co m

•

Keith R. Miller is professor of Bible and theology at Calvary
Bible College. He is a graduate of Moody Bible Institute,
Calvary Bible College, and Dallas Theological Seminary.
Patricia A. Miller is a professor and program director
for biblical counseling at Calvary Bible College. She is a
graduate of Moody Bible Institute, Western Illinois University,
and Calvary Theological Seminary. The Millers live in the
Kansas City area.
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Beloved Bible Storybooks Revised and Updated
for a New Generation of Children
••More than 1 million copies sold in the series
••Each chapter ends with a brief reflection and a Bible verse
to remember
••Encourages quality quiet time with Mom and a lifelong love
for the Bible
••For children ages 4–7

L

ong beloved by children and parents alike, these classic Bible storybooks have been thoroughly
revised and updated for a new generation of children. With whimsical and colorful illustrations,
and a larger, easier-to-read font, these Bible storybooks will encourage quality quiet time with Mom
and instill in boys and girls a love for the Bible at a young age. Each Bible story includes a brief
reflection and a Bible verse to remember, plus gender-specific
content to engage boys and girls and apply the lessons they learn
to their lives. Moms will love curling up with their little ones each
night to share these beloved stories.

Little Boys Bible
Storybook for Mothers
and Sons
Little Girls Bible
Storybook for Mothers
and Daughters
Carolyn Larsen

Vital Information
Available: February 1
$14.99 each
Little Boys Bible Storybook for Mothers
and Sons
978-0-8010-1546-5
ebook: $14.99
978-1-4412-4121-4

About the Author

casebound
6 x 7½
288 pages
Case Quantity: 24 each
Category: JUVENILE NONFICTION / Religion /
Bible Stories / General
JUVENILE NONFICTION / Religion / Christianity
Rights: Worldwide

Carolyn Larsen is the bestselling author of
more than thirty books for children and adults.
She is a frequent conference speaker around
the world, bringing scriptural messages filled
with humor and tenderness. She is also active
in a theater troupe and cofounded the group
Flashpoints, which uses drama and creative
movement to minister at women’s events.

Little Girls Bible Storybook for Mothers
and Daughters
978-0-8010-1547-2
ebook: $14.99
978-1-4412-4123-8
w w w.bak erbooks. co m
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March

A Christ-Centered Gospel Message Where
God Is the Hero
••Chapell is a leading authority on preaching
and teaching the Bible
••Counters many of the extreme end-times
interpretations of Daniel
••Author’s books are steady sellers

O

ften we read the book of Daniel in one of two ways—either as a book
about a heroic man whose righteousness should inspire us to keep the
faith no matter what our circumstances, or as a roadmap to the end times that
can, through careful study, perhaps tell us the day and hour (or nearly so) of
Christ’s return. Both, says Bryan Chapell, are sadly missing the bigger picture,
that God is the hero of this story and he is in the midst of his unrelenting plan
to rescue his people from their sin and its consequences. We mustn’t simply
make the man Daniel the object of our worship nor the subject of our debates.
We may differ about prophetic details, Chapell says, but we should never miss
the point that the book of Daniel is, like all of Old Testament Scripture, pointing
us toward the grace of God, ultimately revealed in Christ.
Pastors, teachers, and individual Christians studying the book of Daniel
will find this volume a welcome addition to their library.

The Gospel according
to Daniel
Bryan Chapell

Vital Information

About the Author

Available: March 15
$16.99
978-0-8010-1611-0

Bryan Chapell (PhD, Southern
Illinois University) is senior pastor
of Grace Presbyterian Church in
Peoria, Illinois, as well as president
emeritus and distinguished professor
of preaching at Covenant Theological
Seminary in St. Louis, Missouri. He
is a widely traveled speaker and the
author of numerous books, including
the bestseller Christ-Centered
Preaching, Christ-Centered Worship, and Holiness by Grace.

trade paper
6x9
224 pages
Case Quantity: 44

ebook: $16.99
978-1-4412-4551-9

Also Available
Christ-Centered Preaching,
2nd ed.
978-0-8010-2798-7

Christ-Centered Worship
978-0-8010-3640-8

Christ-Centered Sermons
978-0-8010-4869-2

Category: RELIGION / Christian Ministry / Preaching
RELIGION / Biblical Studies / Old Testament
RELIGION / Biblical Studies / Prophecy
Rights: Worldwide
w w w.bak erbooks. co m
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For Those Who Feel Like They’re Not Good
Enough for God
••Author is a regular speaker at women’s
conferences
••Replaces shame with a belief that God is gracious
and loves us for who we are
••Uses real-life stories filled with wit, humor,
and vulnerability

F

rom our earliest days we long for love and acceptance. First from our
parents, then from peers, and eventually from romantic interests. We look
into their faces, searching for a smile, a look that says, I love you exactly as
you are. Don’t change. We long for the same gracious acceptance from God.
But despite the Christian gospel of unearned grace and unconditional love, too
many of us feel as though we’re still not quite good enough as we are. We can’t
believe that God accepts us. And often this is because those who represent God
to us on earth—our parents, other Christians—have not looked upon us as we
are with expressions of unrelenting love.
With compassion and wit, Margot Starbuck asks the question, What if God
receives me exactly as I am? She explores the unbounded love of God, showing
readers a God whose face is open, kind, and gracious, accepting us as we are
and freeing us from shame. Anyone who has ever felt as though they don’t
quite measure up will cherish this liberating message about God’s abundant
grace.

Not Who I Imagined
Margot Starbuck

Vital Information

About the Author

Available: March 1
$14.99
978-0-8010-1494-9

Margot Starbuck (MDiv,
Princeton Theological Seminary)
is the confessions editor for Geez
Magazine’s Sinner’s Corner,
and a blogger for Red Letter
Christians, Her.meneutics, Gifted for
Leadership, and FullFill. The author
of Permission Granted, she also
writes for Relevant, Neue, Kyria,
Mutuality, Prism, and MomSense,
as well as other print and online publications. She lives in
Durham, North Carolina.

trade paper
5½ x 8½
256 pages
Case Quantity: 52

ebook: $14.99
978-1-4412-4555-7

Also Available
Permission Granted
978-0-8010-1493-2

Category: RELIGION / Christian Life / Spiritual Growth
SELF-HELP / Personal Growth / Self-Esteem
Rights: Worldwide
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Focused Biblical Scholarship to Teach
the Text Effectively
••Helps pastors move seamlessly from
the meaning of the text to its effective
communication
••Each preaching unit includes five sections:
Big Idea, Key Themes, Understanding the
Text, Teaching the Text, and Illustrating the
Text
••Full-color illustrations, maps, and photos
illuminate the text

T

o craft informed sermons, pastors scour commentaries that
often deal more with minutia than the main point. Or they turn to
devotional commentaries, which may contain exegetical weaknesses.
The Teach the Text Commentary Series bridges this gap by utilizing
the best of biblical scholarship and providing the information a pastor
needs to communicate the text effectively. By keeping the discussion
of each carefully selected preaching unit to six pages of focused
commentary, the volumes in this series allow pastors to quickly
grasp the big idea and key themes of each passage of Scripture.
Each unit of the commentary includes the big idea and key themes
of the passage; sections dedicated to understanding, teaching, and
illustrating the text; and full-color illustrations, maps, and photos.
In his commentary on 1 Corinthians, Preben Vang shows how
Paul’s experience with the church in Corinth is so remarkably
applicable to the church in a postmodern Western context, expertly
translating the issues of Paul’s day into our contemporary situation.

1 Corinthians
Teach the Text Commentary
Series
Preben Vang
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Preben Vang (PhD, Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary) is
professor of biblical and theological
studies at Palm Beach Atlantic
University in West Palm Beach,
Florida. He is also pastor of Grace
Pointe Church in Lake Worth,
Florida. He is the author of Telling
God’s Story: The Biblical Narrative
from Beginning to End.
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Mark L. Strauss (PhD, University of Aberdeen) is professor
of New Testament at Bethel Seminary San Diego. He is the
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Jesus: A Survey of Jesus and the Gospels.
John H. Walton (PhD, Hebrew Union College) is professor of
Old Testament at Wheaton College. He is the author or editor
of numerous books, including A Survey of the Old Testament,
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Old Testament, and The IVP Bible Background Commentary:
Old Testament.
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Former LA Club DJ Shows Readers How
to Embrace a Life of Purpose
••Shows churches how to engage culture without
mimicking it
••Author, who is a young adult pastor, will promote
book through Truli Media Group
••Includes study guide

Y

our life is not a reality show. It’s actual reality. But too many of us spend
our lives on trivial pursuits—media, money, perpetual youth, and a culture
of constant entertainment. We try to avoid the realities of pain, depression,
loneliness, and mortality by filling our lives with diversions. Even worse, our
churches that might use the reality of pain and suffering to point us to the
cross instead dress the gospel up in the world’s clothing so that it will seem
more “relevant.”
With pinpoint accuracy, LA club DJ turned pastor Ian DiOrio diagnoses the
problem and gives us the cure. Exposing our most common empty attempts to
find meaning apart from God, DiOrio points us back to God and exhorts us to
find meaning in our identities as followers of Christ, as shapers of culture, and
as people who participate in communities of worship.

Based on Actual Events
Ian DiOrio
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Ian DiOrio is the teaching pastor
at Eastside Christian Church in
Orange County, California. Ian
became a Christian in his twenties
after spending much of his life in
the underground music scene in
LA. He has a BA in biblical studies
from Hope International, where
he also teaches part-time, and
an MDiv from Fuller Theological
© Eric Cotter
Seminary. He is currently completing
a postgraduate degree at the University of Nottingham in
England and a doctorate of ministry from Azusa Pacific.
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Successful Mentor Shares
Excerpt
Every time I bow to pray with a
new convert, I silently wonder if this
young man will grow to be the next
Billy Graham, or Billy Sunday, or D.
L. Moody, or Dr. Bill Bright. Every
time I open my Bible to study with
a new believer, I wonder what God
will accomplish through my humble
efforts and what vision he has in store
for their lives . . .
As I sit at my small table in the
Stanford Student Center day after day,
looking out over a sea of students
bustling to and from their classes, I
don’t see a herd of ragtag college kids
away from home for the first time.
And I don’t see a bunch of spoiled and
apathetic kids looking for a good time.
Those stereotypes never enter my mind.
What I see are talented and eager
young men and women looking for
something to give their lives meaning.
I see an ocean of untapped resources
just waiting to be used for God’s glory.
I see thousands of books waiting to be
written, mountains of clay waiting to
be shaped and molded into something
beautiful, acres of acorns in a dry field,
each struggling to take root and grow into
a mighty oak tree.
I see people created in the image of
God, lost and orphaned children, each
seeking to find their way home. I see lost
souls in need of a Savior. And I know that
God has put me on the Stanford campus to
help them find what they’re looking for.
You and I have been entrusted with a
great treasure, and we should never allow
ourselves to keep that treasure hidden.
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Practical Steps for Mentoring
••Author has successfully ministered to college and professional athletes, including
Tony Dungy, for over 40 years
••Field-tested model for mentoring, sharing your faith, and creating mentors
••Includes stories of the faith journeys of well-known athletes

F

or the past forty years, Jim Stump could be found sitting in a café chatting with some of the most talented athletes in the world,
walking with them, getting to know them, sharing his life with them, and loving them. He has understood that the best way to have an
eternal impact on the world is to develop deep and meaningful relationships with a handful of people. When Jesus walked the earth, he
focused his energies not on filling stadiums but on twelve handpicked disciples whom he mentored and equipped to carry out ministries of
their own.
With engaging personal stories of the famous athletes he has mentored, along with examples from the life of Jesus, Jim Stump shows
how to develop rich mentoring relationships with the people in our lives. He answers the question so many of us have—“How can I help to
bring my friends to faith?”—by providing simple steps toward developing those relationships, living life authentically, and sharing faith with
those we care about.
Pastors, youth pastors, small group leaders, and individual believers will find The Power of One-on-One encouraging, inspirational, and
practical.

The Power of One-on-One
Jim Stump with Frank Martin
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Frank Martin is the author or
coauthor of twenty books. A frequent
collaborator, he has written books
with such notable personalities
as Nicky Cruz, Jerry Jenkins, Tim
LaHaye, Dr. O. S. Hawkins, Wally
Armstrong, and Jimmy Evans.
He lives in Colorado Springs,
Colorado, with his wife, Ruthie,
and their two children. For more
information, please visit www.frankmartin.net.
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Practical Steps to Build
Excerpt
Politicians are willing to say what a
particular group of constituents wants
to hear in order to gain their support.
Actors and celebrities make a living
by pretending to be other people,
often becoming inseparable from their
onscreen roles. Advertisers give us the
best spin for their products so that we’ll
become loyal consumers. At work, we’re
conditioned to do a good job and please
the boss, doing whatever it takes to fit in
and get ahead. Everywhere we turn we
find people wearing masks, projecting
carefully controlled images, and skating
on the surface of life.
But being fake not only exhausts
us—it takes us away from who we really
are and what we truly long for. Despite
whatever appearances to the contrary
we work to maintain, we can’t fool God.
He knows our hearts better than we
know them ourselves, including all our
secret thoughts, impure desires, and petty
emotions. And he still loves us! He wants
us to be real with him. In fact, he requires
it if we’re going to be in relationship with
him . . . .
Isn’t it time to get real? Wouldn’t you
like to be honest about your struggles, your
doubts, your insecurities so that you can
grow stronger and become closer to the
One who loves you most? Aren’t you tired
of playing games and worrying about what
others think of you, censoring what you say,
and second-guessing how you should act?
Then this book is for you.
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Confidence and Become Fearless!
••Author is pastor of one of the top 100 fastest growing churches in America
••Founding member and on the lead team of the ARC movement (400 member churches)
••Identifies the keys to a fearless and fulfilling Christian life

W

e live in a world of fakers. Rather than being real with each other, we present a carefully crafted persona that hides our faults and
magnifies our good qualities. But inside we long to be loved, warts and all. We long to stop hiding from each other—and especially
from God.
With a tender and gentle spirit, pastor Rick Bezet calls readers to a life built on authenticity, showing that the way to true freedom lies
through reclaiming our hearts, reviving our souls, and renewing our minds in light of what God has done for us through Jesus Christ.
Through biblical stories and (often funny) personal examples, Bezet encourages readers to live with passion, integrity, and perseverance.
He releases readers from the spiritual death that comes with pretending and leads them into a new life characterized by transparency
rather than fear.

Be Real
Rick Bezet
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Rick Bezet is the founder and
lead pastor of New Life Church
in Central Arkansas, listed by
Outreach magazine in 2009 as
America’s fastest-growing church.
Today, it includes seven campuses
and sixteen weekend worship
experiences. A former professional
golfer, Rick is one of the founding
directors of the Association of
Related Churches (ARC), an organization designed to plant
churches and impact the world through missions. He speaks
across America and around the world, sharing his passion
and vision for authentic Christianity. He lives in Conway,
Arkansas, with his wife, Michelle, and their children.
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