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EXCERPT
The title America’s Original Sin is
unsettling and perhaps provocative.
We first introduced the phrase in
our 1987 cover story for Sojourners
magazine. This language and insight
helped me understand that the
historical racism against America’s
indigenous people and African slaves
was indeed a sin and one that we
started this country with. And that
helps to explain a lot. Because if we
see the sin still lingering, we can
better understand the issues and deal
with them more deeply, honestly, and
even spiritually—and decide to try to
fix them now.
I wrote this book to talk honestly
about America’s original sin and how
it still lingers in our criminal justice
system and too many other areas of
American life. The original sin is clearly
not over and done with in a new “postracial” America. And dealing with what
lingers as a sin that can be repented of
and changed is a deeper way to solve
the problems that still remain, rather
than simply seeing them as political
issues.
So we will try to look truthfully at the
underlying racial injustices, misunderstandings, and tensions that are still with
us in America and that continue to hold us
back from being the country we can and
should be. The book also describes how a
new generation—of all races—is ready
for us to deal with America’s original sin.
We need to look at the past in a way
that helps take us forward so that we
can together cross the bridge to a newer,
better, and freer American future where our
growing diversity is experienced as a great
benefit, not as a great threat.
I hope that you will take this book as an
invitation to explore the truth of America’s
racial past, present, and hopeful future so
that we might all become freer together.
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Social Activist Offers a Personal and Prophetic Call to Overcome Racism in America
yy Wallis is the author of
many important books,
including two New York
Times bestsellers
yy Author frequently appears
on MSNBC, FOX News, Meet
the Press, NPR, and The Daily
Show, as well as in The New
York Times and The Washington Post
yy Offers the church practical
steps with which to discuss
race and work toward
justice and healing

A

merica’s problem with race has deep roots, with the country’s foundation tied to the
near extermination of one race of people and the enslavement of another. Racism is
truly our nation’s original sin.
“It’s time we right this unacceptable wrong,” says bestselling author and leading Christian
activist Jim Wallis. Fifty years ago, Wallis was driven away from his faith by a white church
that considered dealing with racism to be taboo. His participation in the civil rights movement
brought him back when he discovered a faith that commands racial justice. Yet as recent
tragedies confirm, we continue to suffer from the legacy of racism. The old patterns of white
privilege are colliding with the changing demographics of a diverse nation. The church has
been slow to respond, and Sunday morning is still the most segregated hour of the week.
In America’s Original Sin, Wallis offers a prophetic and deeply personal call to action in
overcoming the racism so ingrained in American society. He speaks candidly to Christians—
particularly white Christians—urging them to cross a new bridge toward racial justice
and healing.
Whenever divided cultures and gridlocked power structures fail to end systemic sin, faith
communities can help lead the way to grassroots change. Probing yet positive, biblically
rooted yet highly practical, this book shows people of faith how they can work together to
overcome the embedded racism in America, galvanizing a movement to cross the bridge to a
multiracial church and a new America.

America’s Original Sin
Jim Wallis
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Jim Wallis is president and
founder of Sojourners and editor in chief of Sojourners magazine in Washington, DC. He
is a bestselling author, public
theologian, national preacher,
social activist, and international
commentator on ethics and
public life. Wallis has written
ten books, including The (Un)
Common Good and the New York Times bestsellers
God’s Politics and The Great Awakening. He is a
frequent speaker in the United States and abroad, has
written for major newspapers, and appears frequently
on ABC, CNN, MSNBC, Fox News, HuffPo Live, and
NPR. Wallis also teaches at Georgetown University
and has taught at Harvard University. Husband of Joy
Carroll, father to two young boys, Luke and Jack, he
is also a Little League baseball coach.
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A Spirituality of Food, Farming,
and Community

A Trusted Spiritual Leader
Challenges Us to Live Authentically
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To the Table

Human Being and Becoming

Lisa Graham McMinn

David G. Benner, PhD

ith the growing farm-to-table movement and popularity of local farmers’ markets, we are becoming more conscious of where our food
originates. This spirituality of eating and food helps us reflect on current
realities and understand how eating forms our souls inwardly, upwardly, and
outwardly. The author offers practical guidance on what it means to eat alone
or in community with more intention, compassion, humility, and gratitude.
She also tells the story of food as it transitions from seed to table. Sidebars
contain gardening and food tips, recipes, and food preservation guides. Endof-chapter questions for individual and group use are included.

Vital Information

ecoming fully human is a lifelong journey. It can also be an incredible adventure. Here internationally respected depth psychologist, spiritual guide,
and personal transformation coach David Benner explores the mysteries of
human being and becoming. Drawing on insights from science, philosophy,
and forty years of experience integrating psychology and spirituality, he presents concrete steps for living in ways that move us toward wholeness. He
also draws on mysticism, the perennial wisdom tradition, interfaith dialogue,
and the contemplative Christian tradition, developing a robust spirituality that
reveals how we can align ourselves with God’s presence in the world.
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Lisa Graham McMinn (PhD, Portland
State University) is co-owner of Fern Creek,
a 25-family CSA (Community Supported
Agriculture) Farm outside of Newberg,
Oregon. She is writer in residence at George
Fox University, where she previously taught
sociology, and is the author of Growing
Strong Daughters (nearly 40,000 copies sold).
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Medieval Wisdom for
Today’s Church

Intergenerational Perspectives on
the Future of the Church

M

Y

ost evangelical accounts of church history tend to leave out the medieval period. Tapping into current evangelical ancient-future interests,
church historian Chris Armstrong introduces the riches of the medieval
church, helping contemporary Christians discover authentic faith and renewal
in a forgotten era. Armstrong explores key ideas, figures, and movements
from the Middle Ages in conversation with C. S. Lewis and other thinkers,
making medieval wisdom accessible and edifying for today’s church.

ounger Christians are leaving the church in droves. Many of them—and
many older Christians who stay—are frustrated and disillusioned by the
track record of American Christianity on a number of fronts. The generations
don’t see eye to eye on many things. Here two evangelical leaders forty
years apart in age discuss some of the biggest issues challenging the state
and future of Christianity, such as marriage, homosexuality, creation care,
and politics. The authors model and cultivate an intentional, charitable, and
much-needed intergenerational dialogue. Each chapter includes sidebar
reflections from notable Christian leaders and individual and small group
study questions.

Medieval Wisdom for
Modern Christians
Chris R. Armstrong

The Future of Our Faith
Ronald J. Sider and Ben Lowe
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Chris R. Armstrong (PhD, Duke University)
is the founding director of Opus: The Art of
Work, an institute on faith and vocation at
Wheaton College in Wheaton, Illinois.
Formerly professor of church history at
Bethel Seminary, he is also senior editor of
Christian History and senior editor of the
Patheos Faith and Work Channel.
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is the founder and president emeritus of
Evangelicals for Social Action and senior
distinguished professor of theology, holistic ministry, and public policy at Palmer
Theological Seminary in Wynnewood,
Pennsylvania. Ben Lowe is senior director
of outreach at the Evangelical Environmental
Network in Glen Ellyn, Illinois. He has
spoken on over fifty college campuses.
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Excerpt
Do you ever experience a gap
between what you know and what
you do? Have you ever found that
new knowledge and information don’t
seem to translate into a new way of
life? Ever had the experience of hearing an incredibly illuminating and informative sermon on a Sunday, waking
up Monday morning with new resolve
and conviction to be different, and
already failing by Tuesday night? You
are hungry for knowledge; you thirstily
drink up biblical ideas; you long to be
Christlike; and yet all of that knowledge
doesn’t seem to translate into a way of
life. It seems we can’t think our way to
holiness. Why is that? Is it because you
forgot something? Is there some other
piece of knowledge you still need to
acquire? Is it because you’re not thinking
hard enough?
What if it’s because you aren’t just
a “thinking thing”? What if the problem
here is precisely the implicit model of the
human person we’ve been working with
in this whole approach to discipleship?
What if Descartes was wrong and we’ve
been hoodwinked into seeing ourselves
as thinking things? What if we aren’t
first and foremost “thinkers”? Then the
problem isn’t just our individual resolve
or our lack of knowledge. The problem is
precisely our thinking-thing-ism.
But what’s the alternative? If we
question the primacy of thinking and
knowledge, aren’t we going to slide into
an anti-intellectualist embrace of emotion
and feelings? And isn’t that precisely
what’s wrong with contemporary culture?
We’ve embraced an “if-it-feels-good-do-it”
rationale that encourages us to “follow
our passions” and act on whatever whim
or instinct or appetite moves us. Isn’t that
precisely why Christians need to focus on
thinking—to acquire the knowledge necessary to counter the culture of impulse?
Well, how’s that working out for you?
Aren’t we right back to our problem? Has all
of your new knowledge and information and
thinking liberated you from those habits? As
anyone who has ever attended a meeting of
Alcoholics Anonymous well knows: “Your
best thinking got you here.”
To question thinking-thing-ism is not the
same as rejecting thinking. Recognizing the
limits of knowledge is not to embrace ignorance. We don’t need less than knowledge;
we need more. We need to recognize the
power of habit.
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Identifying What We Worship and
How It Shapes Our Hearts
yy James K. A. Smith is an
award-winning author and a
nationally known speaker
yy Author’s BPG titles have sold
over 75,000 copies
yy Translates the acclaimed
ideas in Desiring the
Kingdom for everyday
readers
yy Creatively uses film, literature, and music illustrations
to engage readers

Y

ou are what you love. But you might not love what you think.
In this book, award-winning author James K. A. Smith shows that who and what we
worship fundamentally shape our hearts. And while we desire to shape culture, we are not
often aware of how culture shapes us. We might not realize the ways our hearts are being
taught to love rival gods instead of the One for whom we were made. Smith helps readers
recognize the formative power of culture and the transformative possibilities of Christian
practices. He explains that worship is the “imagination station” that incubates our loves
and longings so that our cultural endeavors are indexed toward God and his kingdom. This
is why the church and worshiping in a local community of believers should be the hub and
heart of Christian formation and discipleship.
Following the publication of his influential work Desiring the Kingdom, Smith received
numerous requests from pastors and leaders for a more accessible version of that book’s
content. No mere abridgment, this new book draws on years of Smith’s popular presentations on the ideas presented in Desiring the Kingdom to offer a fresh, bottom-up rearticulation. The author creatively uses film, literature, and music illustrations to engage readers
and includes material on marriage, family, youth ministry, and faith and work. He also
suggests individual and communal practices for shaping the Christian life.

You Are What You Love
James K. A. Smith
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James K. A. Smith (PhD, Villanova University) is professor
of philosophy at Calvin College
in Grand Rapids, Michigan,
where he also holds the Gary
and Henrietta Byker Chair in
Applied Reformed Theology and
Worldview. He is the editor of
Comment magazine. Smith has
authored or edited many books,
including Imagining the Kingdom, Who’s Afraid of
Relativism?, and the Christianity Today Book Award
winners Desiring the Kingdom (over 30,000 copies
sold) and Who’s Afraid of Postmodernism? He is also
editor of the well-received The Church and Postmodern
Culture series.
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Evangelicals and Catholics Together
on Vital Issues

F

ounded by Charles Colson and Richard John Neuhaus in 1994, Evangelicals
and Catholics Together (ECT) has fostered a fruitful conversation on the
meaning of the gospel in today’s world. Over the course of twenty years, ECT
has issued nine statements addressing contemporary topics. This one-volume
guide, the first collection of the ECT statements, explores the key accomplishments of this groundbreaking, ongoing dialogue. Introductions and notes
provide context and discuss history and future prospects. The book includes
prefaces by J. I. Packer and Cardinal Timothy Dolan, a foreword by George
Weigel, and an epilogue by R. R. Reno and Kevin Vanhoozer.

New in the Brazos Theological
Commentary on the Bible

E

xodus recounts the origins of ancient Israel, but it is also a book of religious symbols. How should it be interpreted, especially in light of modern
historical-critical study? In this addition to an acclaimed series, a respected
scholar offers a theological reading of Exodus that highlights Aquinas’s interpretations of the text. As with other volumes in the series, this commentary
is ideal for those called to ministry, serving as a rich resource for preachers,
teachers, students, and study groups.

Exodus
Brazos Theological
Commentary on the Bible

Evangelicals and Catholics
Together at Twenty

Thomas Joseph White, OP

Timothy George and Thomas G. Guarino, eds.
Vital Information
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