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God’s Rest Is Always More
Effective Than Our Work
yy Provides hope for those suffering in a 24/7
nonstop culture
yy Connects Sabbath-keeping to earth-keeping,
among other pressing justice issues
yy Foreword by Matthew Sleeth

W

e live in a 24/7 culture of endless productivity, workaholism,
distraction, burnout, and anxiety—a way of life to which we’ve
sadly grown accustomed. This tired system of “life” ultimately destroys
our souls, our bodies, our relationships, our society, and the rest of God’s
creation. The whole world grows exhausted because humanity has have
forgotten to enter into God’s rest.
This book pioneers a creative path to an alternative way of existing.
Combining creative storytelling, pastoral sensitivity, practical insight, and
relevant academic research, Subversive Sabbath offers a unique invitation
to personal Sabbath-keeping that leads to fuller and more joyful lives. A. J.
Swoboda demonstrates that Sabbath is both a spiritual discipline and a
form of social justice, connects Sabbath-keeping to local communities, and
explains how God may actually do more when we do less. He shows that
the biblical practice of Sabbath-keeping is God’s plan for the restoration
and healing of all creation.

Subversive Sabbath
A. J. Swoboda
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A. J. Swoboda (PhD,
University of Birmingham)
pastors Theophilus Church in
urban Portland, Oregon. He
is executive director of the
Seminary Stewardship Alliance,
a consortium of Christian higher
education institutions dedicated
to reconnecting Christians
with the biblical call to care for
God’s creation. Swoboda also teaches biblical studies, theology, and church history at Portland Seminary
and Fuller Theological Seminary, among others. He is
an award-winning author or editor of nine books and
speaks regularly at conferences, retreats, churches,
and seminars. Visit his website and blog at www.
ajswoboda.com.
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Loving God and Serving Our Neighbors
through Social Media
yy Author is a nationally known writer and
speaker on media issues
yy Offers a thoughtful, biblical perspective on
selfies and social media
yy Encourages readers to see themselves as
God’s selfies

S

elfies are ubiquitous. They can be silly or serious, casual or curated.
Within moments, smart phone users can capture their image and post
it across multiple social media platforms to a global audience. But do we
truly understand the power of image in our image-saturated age? How can
we seek God and care for each other in digital spaces?
Craig Detweiler, a nationally known writer and speaker and an avid
social media user, examines the selfie phenomenon, placing selfies within
the long history of self-portraits in art, literature, and photography. He
shows how self-portraits change our perspective of ourselves and each
other in family dynamics, education, and discipleship. Challenging us to
push past unhealthy obsessions with beauty, wealth, and fame, Detweiler
helps us to develop a thoughtful, biblical perspective on selfies and social
media and to put ourselves in proper relation to God and each other. He
also explains the implications of social media for an emerging generation,
making this book a useful conversation starter in homes and churches.
Each chapter ends with discussion questions and a photo assignment for
creating a selfie in response to the chapter.

Selfies
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Craig Detweiler (PhD, Fuller
Theological Seminary) is an author, award-winning filmmaker,
and cultural commentator who
has been featured in the New
York Times and on CNN, NPR,
Fox News, and ABC’s Nightline.
He is professor of communication and creative director of
the Center for Entertainment,
Media, and Culture at Pepperdine University in
Malibu, California. Detweiler is the author of several
books, including iGods and Into the Dark: Seeing the
Sacred in the Top Films of the 21st Century. He also
coauthored A Matrix of Meanings and edited Halos
and Avatars.
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How Christian Theology Helps Answer
What Makes a Life Worth Living
yy Volf is a world-renowned theologian, a leading public intellectual, and an award-winning
author
yy Provides a provocative new contribution to
public theology
yy Shows how theology can help us ask and answer the most pressing questions of our age

T

he question of what makes a life worth living is more vital now than
ever. In today’s pluralistic, post-secular world, universal values are
dismissed as mere matters of private opinion, and the question of what
constitutes a flourishing life—for ourselves, our neighbors, and the planet
as a whole—is neglected in our universities, our churches, and our culture
at large. Although we increasingly have the technology to do almost anything, we have little sense of what is truly worth accomplishing.
In this provocative new contribution to public theology, world-renowned
theologian Miroslav Volf (named “America’s New Public Intellectual” by
Scot McKnight on his Jesus Creed blog) and Matthew Croasmun explain
that the intellectual tools needed to rescue us from our present malaise
and meet our new cultural challenge are the tools of theology. A renewal
of theology is vital to help us articulate compelling visions of the good life,
find our way through the maze of contested questions of value, and answer
the fundamental question of what makes a life worth living.

For the Life of the World
Miroslav Volf and Matthew Croasmun
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Miroslav Volf (DrTheol, University of Tübingen) is the
Henry B. Wright Professor of Theology at Yale Divinity
School and founding director of the Yale Center for
Faith and Culture in New Haven, Connecticut. He has
written more than twenty books, including A Public
Faith, Public Faith in Action, and Exclusion and Embrace
(winner of the Grawemeyer Award in Religion and
selected among the one hundred best religious books
of the twentieth century by Christianity Today).
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Matthew Croasmun (PhD, Yale University) is
associate research scholar and director of the Life
Worth Living Program at the Yale Center for Faith
and Culture. He is also staff pastor at the Elm City
Vineyard Church.

w w w.b ra zos p re s s .co m

79

Orders: 1 -8 00-87 7 -2665

JULY

New in the Brazos Theological
Commentary on the Bible
yy A leading pastoral theologian reads and interprets Scripture for today’s church
yy Offers a theological reading of Psalms 101–150
yy Provides guidance for reading the Bible under
the rule of faith

T

he Brazos Theological Commentary on the Bible encourages readers
to explore how the vital roots of the ancient Christian tradition inform
and shape faithfulness today. In this addition to the series, a well-known
pastoral theologian offers a theological reading of Psalms 101–150. As
with other volumes in the series, this commentary is designed to serve the
church—providing a rich resource for preachers, teachers, students, and
study groups—and to demonstrate the continuing intellectual and practical
viability of theological interpretation of the Bible.
Praise for the Series
“[This series] exists to provide an accessible authority so that the
preacher’s application will be a ready bandage for all the hurts of life. We
who serve in the pulpit want a commentary we can understand, and those
who hear us expect us to give them a usable word. The Brazos Commentary offers just the right level of light to make illuminating the word the joy
it was meant to be.”—Calvin Miller, author of A Hunger for the Holy

Psalms 101–150

Brazos Theological Commentary on the Bible
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Jason Byassee (PhD, Duke
University) is the inaugural
Butler Chair in Homiletics
and Biblical Hermeneutics at
Vancouver School of Theology
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He previously served as senior
pastor of Boone United Methodist Church in the Western
North Carolina Conference
and taught at Duke Divinity School. He serves as a
contributing editor to the Christian Century and is the
author of numerous books, including Trinity: The God
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Praise Seeking Understanding: Reading the Psalms
with Augustine.
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