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Five Views on Contemporary Youth Ministry

 • Clark is a youth ministry expert, author of  
the award-winning Hurt 2.0 and coauthor  
of Sticky Faith 

 • Presents five major views on youth ministry  
from leading practitioners in the field

 • Offers a balanced, irenic approach to a topic  
with which every church wrestles

There are many philosophies and strategies that drive today’s youth ministry. 
To most people, they are variations on a single goal: to make faithful disciples 

of young people. However, digging deeper into various programs, books, and 
concepts reveals substantive differences among approaches.

Bestselling author Chap Clark is one of the leading voices in youth ministry 
today. In this multiview work, he brings together a diverse group of leaders to 
present major views on youth ministry. Chapters are written in essay/response 
fashion by Fernando Arzola Jr., Greg Stier, Ron Hunter Jr., Brian Cosby, and Chap 
Clark. As the contributors present their views and respond to each of the other 
views, they discuss their task and calling, giving readers the resources they 
need to develop their own approach to youth ministry. Offering a model of 
critical thinking and respectful dialogue, this volume provides a balanced, irenic 
approach to a topic with which every church wrestles.

Youth Ministry in  
the 21st Century

Youth, Family, and Culture
Chap Clark, editor

Vital information
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$21.99
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ebook: $21.99
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about the eDitor

Chap Clark (PhD, University of 
Denver) is associate provost for 
strategic projects and professor 
and chair of the youth, family, 
and culture department at Fuller 
Theological Seminary, where 
he also directs the Student 
Leadership Project. He is currently 
on the teaching team of Harbor 
Christian Center in Gig Harbor, 
Washington, is president of ParenTeen and Harbor Hope Services, 
and works closely with Young Life. Clark has authored or coauthored 
numerous books, including Hurt 2.0 and Sticky Faith, and is the 
former senior editor of YouthWorker Journal.
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Reclaiming a Vision for Pastoral Ministry

 • Vanhoozer is one of the leading evangelical 
theologians in the world

 • Includes essays from twelve pastor-theologians, 
including Kevin DeYoung and Cornelius Plantinga

 • Accessible book offers keen insights for working 
pastors and seminarians

Many pastors today see themselves primarily as counselors, leaders, and 
motivators; yet this often comes at the expense of the fundamental reality of 

the pastorate as a theological office. The most important role is to be a theologian 
mediating God to the people; the church needs pastors who can contextualize the 
Word of God to help their congregations think theologically about all aspects of their 
lives, such as work, end-of-life decisions, political involvement, and entertainment.

Drawing on the Bible, key figures from church history, and Christian theology, 
this book offers a clarion call for pastors to serve as public theologians in their 
congregations and communities. It is designed to be engaging reading for busy 
pastors and includes pastoral reflections on the theological task by twelve working 
pastors, including Kevin DeYoung and Cornelius Plantinga.

The Pastor as Public 
Theologian
Kevin J. Vanhoozer and Owen Strachan
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Available: August 18
$19.99
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about the authors

Kevin J. Vanhoozer (PhD, 
University of Cambridge) is research 
professor of systematic theology at 
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School 
in Deerfield, Illinois. He is the 
author of numerous books, including 
Is There a Meaning in This Text? and 
The Drama of Doctrine.

Owen Strachan (PhD, Trinity 
Evangelical Divinity School) teaches 
at Boyce College and Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Louisville, Kentucky, where 
he also directs the Carl F. H. Henry 
Institute for Evangelical Engagement 
and serves as a Fellow with the 
Center for Pastor Theologians.
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A New Work from a Senior  
New Testament Scholar

 • Bauckham is an influential scholar and popular 
author within the church and the academy

 • Ideal supplemental text for a course on John or 
the Gospels 

 • Illuminates key theological themes in the Gospel 
of John

Throughout Christian history, the Gospel of John’s distinctive way of presenting 
the life, works, teachings, and death of Jesus have earned it labels such as “the 

spiritual gospel” and “the maverick gospel.” It has been seen as the most theological 
of the four canonical gospels. In this volume Richard Bauckham, a leading biblical 
scholar and a bestselling author in the academy, illuminates several main theological 
themes of the Gospel of John. Bauckham provides insightful analysis of key texts, 
covering topics such as divine and human community, God’s glory, the cross and the 
resurrection, and the sacraments. This work will serve as an ideal supplemental text 
for professors and students in a John course or a Gospels course. It will also be of 
interest to New Testament scholars and theologians.
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about the author

Richard Bauckham (PhD, University of Cambridge) is senior 
scholar at Ridley Hall, Cambridge University, in Cambridge, 
England, where he teaches for the Cambridge Federation of 
Theological Colleges. He is also a visiting professor at St. Mellitus 
College, London, and emeritus professor of New Testament at the 
University of St. Andrews. He is a Fellow of the British Academy and 
the author of numerous books.
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The Relationship between 
Theology and Its Social Context

In this addition to the acclaimed The Church and Postmodern Culture series, skilled 
theologian Christian Scharen examines the relationship between theology and its 

social context. He engages with leading postmodern thinker and social theorist Pierre 
Bourdieu to offer helpful theoretical and theological grounding to those who want to 
reflect critically on the faith and practice of the church, particularly for those undertaking 
ministry internships or fieldwork assignments. As Scharen helps a wide array of readers 
to understand the social context of doing theology, he articulates a vision for the church’s 
involvement with what God is doing in the world and provides concrete examples of 
churches living out God’s mission.

Fieldwork in Theology
The church and poSTmodern culTure

Christian Scharen
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about the author

Christian Scharen 
(PhD, Emory University) 
is vice president of 
applied research at 
Auburn Theological 
Seminary in New York 
City, New York. He has 
authored a number of 
books, including One Step Closer, and is the book 
review editor of Ecclesial Practices.

An Accessible History  
of Monasticism

Some evangelicals perceive monasticism as a relic from the past, a retreat from 
the world, or a shirking of the call to the Great Commission. At the same time, 

contemporary evangelical spirituality desires historical Christian manifestations of the 
faith. In this accessibly written book Greg Peters, an expert in monastic studies who 
is a Benedictine oblate and spiritual director, offers a historical survey of monasticism 
from its origins to current manifestations. Peters recovers the riches of the monastic 
tradition for contemporary spiritual formation and devotional practice, explaining why 
the monastic impulse is a valid and necessary manifestation of the Christian faith for 
today’s church.
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Greg Peters (PhD, 
University of St. 
Michael’s College, 
Toronto) is associate 
professor of medieval 
and spiritual theology 
in the Torrey Honors 
Institute, Biola University, 
in La Mirada, California. He is also visiting 
professor of monastic studies at St. John’s School 
of Theology in Minnesota and adjunct professor 
at Nashotah House Theological Seminary in 
Wisconsin.
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