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Reading the Bible from the
Underside of Empire
yy Follows the successful approach of the authors’
previous book, Colossians Remixed
yy Shows how the Letter to the Romans can speak vitally
to today’s crisis-laden world
yy Speaks to current issues of globalization, ecological crisis,
violence, conflicts over sexuality, and colonialism

G

lobalization. Homelessness. Ecological and economic crisis. Conflicts
over sexuality. Violence. These crisis-level issues may seem unique to
our times, but Paul’s Letter to the Romans has something to say to all of
them.
Following their successful Colossians Remixed, Sylvia Keesmaat and
Brian Walsh unpack the meaning of Romans for its original context and
for today. The authors demonstrate how Romans disarms the political,
economic, and cultural power of the Roman Empire and how this ancient
letter offers hope in today’s crisis-laden world.
Romans Disarmed helps readers enter the world of ancient Rome and
see how Paul’s most radical letter transforms the lives of the marginalized then and now. Intentionally avoiding abstract debates about Paul’s
theology, Keesmaat and Walsh move back and forth between the present
and the past as they explore themes of home, economic justice, creation
care, the violence of the state, sexuality, and Indigenous reconciliation.
They show how Romans engages with the lived reality of those who suffer
from injustice, both in the first century and in the midst of our own imperial
realities.

Romans Disarmed
Sylvia C. Keesmaat and Brian J. Walsh

9 781587 432842
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Available: May 21
$26.99
978-1-58743-284-2

Sylvia C. Keesmaat (DPhil, University of Oxford) is adjunct professor of biblical
studies at Trinity College and Wycliffe College in Toronto, Ontario, and biblical
scholar in residence at St. James Anglican Church in Fenelon Falls. She is the author
of Paul and His Story: (Re)Interpreting the Exodus Tradition and editor of The Advent
of Justice.

trade paper
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432 pages
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Brian J. Walsh (PhD, McGill University) serves as a Christian Reformed campus
minister at the University of Toronto and is an adjunct professor of theology at
Trinity College and Wycliffe College in Toronto, Ontario. He has written numerous books,
including Kicking at the Darkness: Bruce Cockburn and the Christian Imagination.
Keesmaat and Walsh are coauthors of Colossians Remixed: Subverting the Empire.
They live on a solar-powered permaculture farm in Cameron, Ontario.
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JULY

Finding a Faith beyond the
Enemy-Making Machine
yy Author cofounded Missio Alliance and writes and
speaks extensively about issues facing the church
yy Shows why Christians are perceived as angry,
judgmental, and defensive
yy Diagnoses the “us vs. them” mentality that marks
the contemporary evangelical church
yy Offers new patterns and practices for being the
presence of Christ in the world

W

e are living in angry times. No matter where we go, what we watch,
or how we communicate, our culture is rife with conflict. Unfortunately, Christians appear to be caught up in the same animosity as the
culture at large. We are perceived as angry, judgmental, and defensive,
fighting among ourselves in various media while the world looks on. How
have we failed to be a people of reconciliation and renewal in the face of
such tumult?
Claiming that the church has lost itself in the grip of an antagonistic
culture, David Fitch takes a close look at what drives the vitriol in our
congregations. He traces the enemy-making patterns in church history
and diagnoses the divisiveness that marks the contemporary evangelical
church. Fitch shows a way for the church to be true to itself, unwinding the
antagonisms of our day and making space for Christ’s reconciling presence
in our day-to-day lives. He offers new patterns and practices that move
the church beyond making enemies to being the presence of Christ in the
world, helping us free ourselves from a faith that feeds on division.

The Church of Us vs. Them
David E. Fitch

9 781587 434143
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David E. Fitch (PhD, Northwestern University) is the B. R.
Lindner Chair of Evangelical
Theology at Northern Seminary
and the cofounder of Missio Alliance. He is the founding pastor of Life on the Vine Christian
Community, a missional church
in the northwest suburbs of
Chicago, and is currently on the
pastoral staff at Peace of Christ Church in Westmont,
Illinois. Fitch writes and speaks extensively about issues facing the church. He has written for Christianity
Today, Outreach, and Catalyst and is the author of
numerous books, including Faithful Presence and The
Great Giveaway.
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AUGUST

Crossing Ideological Divides to
End Hunger in America
yy Author is a noted advocate for the hungry and has been
featured on national media
yy Will appeal to readers of all political persuasions and
focuses on concrete results
yy Hunger is one of the most significant issues in America
(1 in 8 Americans struggles with hunger, and more than
13 million children live in food insecure homes)

H

unger is one of the most significant issues in America. One in eight
Americans struggles with hunger, and more than 13 million children
live in food insecure homes. As Christians we are called to address the
suffering of the hungry and poor: “For I was hungry, and you gave me
something to eat . . .” (Matthew 25:35). However, the problems of hunger
and poverty are too large and too complex for any one of us to resolve
individually.
I Was Hungry offers not only an assessment of the current crisis but
also a strategy for addressing it. Jeremy Everett, a noted advocate for the
hungry and poor, calls Christians to work intentionally across ideological
divides to build trust with one another and impoverished communities
and effectively end America’s hunger crisis. Everett, appointed by US
Congress to the National Commission on Hunger, founded and directs the
Texas Hunger Initiative, a successful ministry that is helping to eradicate
hunger in Texas and around the globe. Everett details the organization’s
history and tells stories of its work with communities from West Texas to
Washington, DC, helping Christians of all political persuasions understand
how they can work together to truly make a difference.

I Was Hungry
Jeremy K. Everett
9 781587 434242
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Jeremy K. Everett (MDiv, Baylor University) is
the founder and executive director of the Texas
Hunger Initiative, an organization that partners
with the United States Department of Agriculture, Texas state agencies, the corporate sector,
and thousands of faith- and community-based
organizations to develop and implement
strategies to alleviate hunger through policy,
education, research, and community organizing.
A noted advocate for the hungry, he served on
the National Commission on Hunger, has spent over two decades
ministering to the poor, and frequently speaks on poverty, hunger,
community development, and social entrepreneurship. Everett regularly
writes for HuffPost and has been featured in PBS documentaries, in
newspapers such as the Dallas Morning News, and on talk shows.
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MARCH / AUGUST
Reading the Bible with
Survivors of Sexual Abuse

New in the Brazos Theological
Commentary on the Bible
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Healing the Wounds
of Sexual Abuse

1 & 2 Chronicles

his accessibly written book illuminates the good news of healing and liberation the Bible offers survivors of sexual abuse. As an expert in pastoral
ministry and a survivor of abuse herself, Elaine Heath handles this sensitive
topic with compassion and grace. The book is illustrated with stories and
insights from survivors, and each chapter ends with reflection questions
and recommended activities. Previously published as We Were the Least of
These, this repackaged edition includes a new contextualized introduction
that explores how the book speaks into a vital cultural conversation (#MeToo).

Elaine A. Heath
VITAL INFORMATION
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trade paper
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eter Leithart, a respected theologian known for his ability to communicate
to a broad audience, offers a theological reading of 1 and 2 Chronicles.
Leithart uncovers the narrative logic of Chronicles, highlights the role of
music and government in Israel and in the church, and shows how Judah’s
history moves from the world of the monarchy to the postexilic world in which
Israel is scattered among Gentiles. This commentary is designed to serve the
church, providing a rich resource for preachers, teachers, students, and study
groups.

Brazos Theological Commentary
on the Bible
9 781587 434280
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Elaine A. Heath (PhD, Duquesne
University) is professor of missional
and pastoral theology at Duke Divinity
School in Durham, North Carolina. An
ordained elder in the United Methodist Church, she is a frequent retreat
speaker and has experience as a pastor
and spiritual director. She has written a
number of books, including The Mystic
Way of Evangelism.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Peter J. Leithart (PhD, University
of Cambridge), a former pastor, is
president of Theopolis Institute in
Birmingham, Alabama, and adjunct
senior fellow of theology and literature
at New Saint Andrews College. He
is the author of numerous books, a
contributing editor for Touchstone, and
a regular blogger at firstthings.com.
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