
 

 

At Every Turn by Anne Mateer 
Questions for Conversation 

 
 

 
1. Alyce’s story begins with her response to the missionaries who visit her church to tell 

about their work in Africa. Have you ever listened to someone tell about their particular 

ministry and your heart stirred either to support them or join them? What was it about 

that person’s story that drew you? Have you ever felt God’s nudge to do something 

untraditional? 

 

2. Alyce knew the Lord had called her to help the McConnells, but when her initial 

efforts did not bring about tangible results, she tried to make things happen. Have you 

ever started with a God-given vision that somehow got off track? Can you think of any 

Biblical examples? (Hint: Start in Genesis!) 

 

3. Alyce’s grandmother has been mentoring Alyce all her life. Have you had such a 

person in your life? If so, what are some ways in which that person guided, corrected, 

and encouraged you?  

 

4. Alyce hides her passion for driving fast from the general public because she fears 

their reaction. Can you relate to Alyce’s passion for speed and excitement? Have you 

ever hidden an interest or activity that wasn’t wrong or sinful but you feared others 

would misunderstand? Did it ever get revealed? If you had to do it over, would you 

handle it differently? 



 

 

  

5. Alyce assumes Lawrence Trotter is trustworthy because he attends church. She 

assumes Webster isn’t a Christian because he never goes to church or talks about God. 

Both men reveal themselves to be quite different than Alyce imagined them. Have you 

ever judged someone based on their outward actions, only to discover that person to be 

different than you imagined? Have you ever felt judged based on your appearance, your 

family, or your hobbies? 

 

6. Alyce’s lies begin to snowball. Have you ever become trapped in a deceitful web of 

your own making? How did you extricate yourself? Do you think small lies are ever okay 

or do you believe in complete honesty at all times?  

 

7. Through conversations with Lucinda and Grandmother, Alyce comes to understand 

that real love involves putting others above yourself. Tell about a situation where 

someone displayed their love for you through sacrifice, whether large or small.  

 

8. Alyce goes about the right actions (raising the money) in the wrong ways (lying and 

going against her parents’ wishes). She gets herself into trouble, yet the Lord still brings 

a blessing both to her personally and to His work in Africa out of the situation. Have you 

ever experienced an unexpected blessing in the middle of a difficult situation? Did you 

grow spiritually from that experience? 

 



 

 

9. The relationship between Alyce and her mother is rocky at times. What kinds of 

things do you and your mother (or you and your daughter/son) “disconnect” over? What 

brings you together? Has your understanding of each other changed over the years?  

 

10. God calls Webster to serve Him through a business instead of from the pulpit. In 

what ways do you spread the word of God in your daily life? 


