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1. Where did the original idea for Back on Murder come from?

It all started with this notion of “the suicide cop,” an out-of-favor detective  
assigned to investigate the suicides of his fellow officers. What kind of cop gets 
stuck with an assignment like that? Roland March was the answer. And he had to 
be a Houston cop. That’s not just a city, it’s a metaphor, and it seemed like  
nobody else was writing about it.

2. As the story opens, March is on his way out of Homicide. 

When he’s not wearing the suicide cop mantle, he’s being farmed out on “special” 
assignments. If it wasn’t for his superstar status a few years earlier, he’d already be 
gone. As it is, his career is on the skids. We meet him just as he stumbles across 
his final chance to get back on murder.

3.  March isn’t your typical Christian-fiction hero. For one thing, he’s not a 
Christian. Will that change in future books? What was it like writing about 
the church and the youth group in Back on Murder through March’s eyes?

March doesn’t fit the stereotypes, that’s for sure. And as a novelist, I’d argue that 
that’s a good thing. There’s something to be said for defamiliarization, for looking 
at the world through a fresh set of eyes. Back on Murder is crime fiction,  
written by an author who’s a Christian, narrated by a protagonist who isn’t. As far 
as March’s future goes, let’s just say things are going to get worse for the detective 
before they get better. 

4.  The Roland MaRch series is set in Houston, the fourth largest city in the 
United States. Why do you think the city is so underrepresented in crime  
fiction?

That’s a great question. In crime fiction today, it’s important to have a strong 
sense of place. I chose Houston because in so many ways—from corporate greed 
and suburban sprawl to mass market religion—it’s the perfect metaphor for 
the world we live in now. For the trends that worry us most about that world. If 
you’re writing about Houston, you’re writing about America, too. 

5.  March gets caught up in a media-driven search for a missing girl. The  
sensationalism is reminiscent of so many real life cases, from Chandra Levy 
to Natalee Hollway. What is it about these events that transfixes us?

Hannah Mayhew is the girl March is hunting for, and the media pressure  
definitely shapes and even impedes the investigation. At one point, he says it’s like 
the people watching their televisions for updates have adopted Hannah as their 
own. She doesn’t belong to her parents anymore, but to everyone. I think that’s 
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right. She’s a vessel for our hopes and fears, a pretty screen we can project onto. One of the things that’s 
always fascinated me is the way storytelling influences the story being told, and in Back on Murder you see 
that happening on a number of levels. The daily coverage of Hannah’s disappearance is one, but so is The 
Kingwood Killing, the book Brad Templeton had written about March’s big case from 2001.

6.  Another central figure in the case is Carter Robb, the youth pastor at Hannah Mayhew’s suburban 
megachurch. What kind of research went into creating that character?

I talked to a lot of youth pastors. Carter’s world might seem foreign and exotic to some readers, but “big 
box” evangelicalism is a fact of life in Houston. One youth pastor astonished me with stories of how his 
ministry duties brought him in contact with the underworld of illegal immigration and the black market 
economy. Another one gave me what became Carter Robb’s central frustration: he’s a man who changed 
the course of his life to go to seminary and become a pastor, expecting to do some great cosmic work, and 
now he has a comfortable position in the suburbs where he’s expected to function as an ordained baby-
sitter. He defies those expectations with terrifying consequences.

7. What’s next for Roland March?

He’s back on murder, but I have a feeling his position is a little less than secure. And while he might think 
the past is finally settled, that might not be the case. With the fallout from Back on Murder, and some new 
secrets coming to light, March’s next case might be the most disturbing he’s ever faced. The next book in 
the Roland March series, Pattern of Wounds, is schedule for release in Summer 2011. 
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