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Psalm 119:111  
Thy testimonies have I taken  

as an heritage for ever:  
for they are the  

rejoicing of my heart.

In these last several years God allowed me the unique privilege to get to 
know Dr. Ed Reese through the work of this Bible project.

Dr. Reese had a love for the Christian heritage, and he loved to study the 
lives of the saints. Even in his eighties, Dr. Reese was still teachable. He loved 
to explore and learn, and he found great joy in discovering something new. 
Even his Bible reading was still fresh after all these decades of reading it.

Someone asked how Dr. Reese could still be so enthusiastic. Some have 
speculated that the principle in Philippians 4:6–9 applies. Dr. Reese prayed 
for people, and in his mind, he had no enemies. He had an innocence about 
him concerning everyone. 

My personal opinion about why Dr. Reese lived a long, vibrant life is that 
he always had purpose. From the time he was a young man to his last days, 
he had another project, another goal, and more research to do. He lived to 
add more to the heritage God has left us through Christians who love and 
have loved God’s Word.

It is my pleasure to present to you Dr. Reese’s life work found in this re-
vised edition, the KJV Reese Chronological Study Bible. May the Lord bless 
you as you read it. 

    In Christ,
Pastor Scotty W. Backhaus

Romans 12:1–2
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Introduction

The KJV Reese Chronological Study Bible 
arranges the Bible in consecutive order. It 
can be read as a history of events as they 
happened. The first edition of the Reese 
Chronological Bible has been a valuable and 
well-loved study aid since its publication in 
1977. This study Bible edition, with histori-
cal, geographical, archeological, and human 
interest notes, adds many new insights.

Understanding of the Bible has been en-
hanced throughout the ages with new study 
aids. Chapter divisions were probably made 
by Stephen Langton, Archbishop of Canter-
bury, England, who died in 1228.a The in-
vention of the printing press (Gutenberg) 
produced the first printed Bible in 1456. In-
dividual verse numbering was not used until 
Robert Stephens, a Paris printer, devised it 
in 1551. The first edition of the King James 
Version was produced in 1611, but not final-
ized to what we now have until 1769. The 
scholarly chronology established by James 
Ussher (1581–1656) was first used in 1701. 
Many other helpful study Bibles have been 
produced since then, including the Scofield 
Reference Bible in 1909. We hope this chron-
ological effort will be another stepping-stone 
toward enlarging our understanding of the 
Bible, and a help to future scholars.

Dating
No two Bible scholars would be likely to ar-
range the Bible in exactly the same chrono-
logical order. For example, there is not com-
mon agreement on the duration of the judges, 
the dating of the kings, where to place the 

a.  Some attribute chapter divisions to Cardinal Hugo in 1258.

different psalms, or the exact dates of the 483 
years of Daniel 9:25. After consulting numer-
ous works on Bible history and chronology, 
and careful analysis of every time frame in 
the Bible, placement decisions—some nec-
essarily arbitrary—were made in the best 
judgment of the editor.

Experts in this field have included James 
Ussher, Gerald Aardsma, Martin Anstey, Sir 
Robert Anderson, Henry Halley, Clarence Lar-
kin, Charles Fred Lincoln, Edwin Thiele, Mer-
rill Unger, Donald A. Waite, John Whitcomb, 
and recently Floyd Nolen Jones, Brad Strand, 
and Robert Killian. Differences among these 
experts include the date of the birth of Abra-
ham: Whitcomb, 2165 BC; Unger, 2161 BC; 
Lincoln, 2128 BC; Larkin, 2111 BC; Ussher/
Jones/Aardsma/Reese, 1996 BC; Strand, 
1992 BC; Killian, 1944 BC. Creation dates 
go from J. Africanus (5501 BC) to A. Helwigius 
(3836 BC). Exodus events vary from the Sa-
maritan Text (1792 BC) to Lipman (1168 
BC). However, even with the variance of a 
few years in different dating patterns, basic 
chronological order of Scripture is generally 
accepted.

May the dates and titles be kept in proper 
perspective. They are only aids. The Bible is 
of great value without them. Only the Scrip-
tures are inspired.

Features 
• The table of contents, beginning on page 

vii, presents the Bible in outline form. 
This basic outline is used throughout 
the Bible.

• In section XI, the Divided Kingdom from 
Solomon to the Fall of Israel, the text 

Acknowledgments
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alternates between outlines for Israel 
(the Northern Kingdom) and Judah (the 
Southern Kingdom). Headings relating 
to both follow the outline sequence of Is-
rael. Parallel events in the two kingdoms 
follow one another and are indicated 
with the headings Israel (Northern 
Kingdom), Judah (Southern Kingdom), 
and Israel and Judah (passages that 
include both kingdoms). A gray line to 
the left of the text indicates Israel and 
Israel and Judah passages.

• A Bible index in canon order, beginning 
on page 1315, gives the page number 
location of every chapter in the Bible.

• Every chapter and verse of the KJV Bible 
is included in this chronological edition. 
Within chapters, ellipses (. . .) indicate 
non-consecutive ordering of verses 
or that verses are included elsewhere 
chronologically.

• Ages of people are indicated in headings, 
often with descriptions of their accom-
plishments and their ages at death. Some 
of this is conjecture.

• Approximate dates are preceded with c. 
(circa).

• Prophecies are often noted with the ref-
erence to their fulfillment.

• Old Testament miracles are numbered 
within footnotes.

• Old Testament passages concerning 
the Messiah and generally regarded as 

prophetic, forecasting details of His life, 
ministry, and death, are indicated by the 
symbol ℗.

• Each of the 64 generations in the lineage 
of our Lord is indicated in the heading 
describing the individual—for example, 
David (32nd Gen).

• In the harmony of the Gospels, the dis-
courses of our Lord (22 in number) are 
identified in proper sequence with D; 
the miracles of our Lord (37 in number) 
with M; and the parables of our Lord (36 
in number) with P.

• Names of people and places are often 
spelled differently in the Bible for many 
complex reasons. Many notes include 
alternate spellings of the same name and 
references.

• Weights and measurements are com-
pared to modern usage.

• Archeological notes help verify Scripture 
accounts.

• Difficult passages and words are ex-
plained.

• A few items of contemporary histori-
cal events are noted to give additional 
perspective to biblical times.

• Maps, a selected bibliography, and a one-
year reading plan are found following 
the Bible text.

Introduction
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Edward Reese (1928–2015) graduated from 
Moody Bible Institute in 1950. Dr. Reese 
served as a missionary, evangelist, pastor, 
college professor, and consultant to many 
Christian organizations for more than 60 
years. The chronological Bible is one of his 
life works, the other being the Reese Chrono-

logical Encyclopedia of Christian Biographies. 
Dr. Reese last taught at The Crown College, in 
Tennessee, where he and his wife, Margaret, 
made their home. For more information, visit 
http://reesechronologicalbible.org/ and 
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 $Eternity Past
From the Creation to the Flood 4004–2348 BC
From the Flood to the Patriarchs 2348–1996 BC
The Ages of the Patriarchs 1996–1625 BC

 Eternity Past
Man in his finite being cannot comprehend the ways of an infinite God. In some 
areas where the Bible is silent, we will have to wait until eternity future to get many 
answers. Many scholars believe that Satan was cast out of heaven causing a perfect 
earth to become void and chaotic and thus causing havoc on some kind of pre-Adamic 
creation, with God then renovating the earth and preparing it for man as we know 
him some 6,000 years ago. Others believe Satan did not come to earth until Genesis 
3 when sin entered the world.

A. The Pre-Existent Christ
JOHN 1

IN the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God,a and the Word was God.

2 The same was in the beginning with God.

B.   Pre-Creation
1. Declaration
PSALM 90

2 Before the mountains were brought forth, 
or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the 
world, even from everlasting to everlasting, 
thou art God.

2.   Wisdom Precedes Creation
PROVERBS 8

22 The Lord possessed me in the beginning 
of his way, before his works of old.

23 I was set up from everlasting, from the 
beginning, or ever the earth was.

3.   Origin of Creation
GENESIS 1

IN the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth.b

a. Jn 1:1 The term “God” occurs 4,379 times in the KJV.
b. Ge 1:1 Many believe that God created a mature earth some 
6,000 years ago and that He created a mature Adam (Late Earth 
Theory). Others believe that millions of years passed between Ge 
1:1 and Ge 1:2 (Gap Theory first proposed by Thomas Chalmers 

4.   Creation for Habitation
ISAIAH 45

18 For thus saith the Lord that created the 
heavens; God himself that formed the earth 
and made it; he hath established it, he created 
it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited: I 
am the Lord; and there is none else.
GENESIS 2

4 These are the generationsc of the heavens 
and of the earth when they were created, in 
the day that the Lord God made the earth 
and the heavens,

in 1814), but the Hebrew syntax leaves no room for this view. 
Both theories attempt to explain the Ice Age, dinosaur fossils, 
mountain ranges, ocean troughs, earth rifts, tectonic plates, and 
huge lakes of animal and vegetable matter, crouched deep in the 
earth, called petroleum. Secular historians incorporate macro-
evolution into this “gap.”
c. Ge 2:4 Or “histories of”

1

Genesis 1:1

God the Creator
Hebrew Elohim, “The Mighty God”; God’s general 
name or official title

_Reese_KJV-Chronological-1_JS_bb.indd   1 3/30/16   8:20 AM

Edward Reese, ed., The Reese Chronological Bible
Bethany House, a division of Baker Publishing Group, © 1977, 2016. Used by permission.



Eternity Past
 $From the Creation to the Flood 4004–2348 BC
From the Flood to the Patriarchs 2348–1996 BC
The Ages of the Patriarchs 1996–1625 BC

 I. From the Creation  
to the Flood

4004–2348 BC

A. Creation
4004 BCa

1. The First Five Days
a. First Day (Light and Time)

GENESIS 1
2 And the earth was without form, and 

void;b and darkness was upon the face of the 
deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the 
face of the waters.

3 And God said, Let there be light: and there 
was light.

4 And God saw the light, that it was good: 
and God divided the light from the darkness.

5 And God called the light Day,c and the 
darkness he called Night. And the evening 
and the morningd were the first day.

b.   Second Day (Water and Sky)
GENESIS 1

6 And God said, Let there be a firmament 
in the midst of the waters,e and let it divide 
the waters from the waters.f 
a. 4004 BC The creation dates are from the work of James 
Ussher.
b. Ge 1:2 That is, empty, without contents. Also, time as we know 
it did not exist before Ge 1:5.
c. Ge 1:5 In this instance, as in most others, the Hebrew term, 
yom, means a literal 24-hour day.
d. Ge 1:5 The Hebrew day began at sunset around 6 p.m.
e. Ge 1:6 Waters on the earth’s surface and waters above it. 
Until the flood (Ge 7–8), a vast reservoir of vaporous water 
surrounded the earth at an altitude of about 11 miles. It was en-
closed by a thin canopy of ice that filtered harmful radiation from 
the sun and helped foster a global Garden of Eden–like environ-
ment. The canopy developed double oxygen and double atmo-
spheric pressure, allowing plants and animals to grow rapidly.
f. Ge 1:6 God’s purpose for the firmament was to maintain the 

7 And God made the firmament, and di-
vided the waters which were under the fir-
mament from the waters which were above 
the firmament: and it was so.

8 And God called the firmament Heaven. 
And the evening and the morning were the 
second day.
PSALM 33

6 By the word of the Lord were the heavens 
made; and all the host of them by the breath 
of his mouth.

7 He gathereth the waters of the sea to-
gether as an heap: he layeth up the depth in 
storehouses.

c.   Third Day (Land, Seas, Plant Life)
GENESIS 1

9 And God said, Let the waters under the 
heaven be gathered together unto one place,g 
and let the dry land appear: and it was so.

10 And God called the dry land Earth; and 
the gathering together of the waters called 
he Seas:h and God saw that it was good.

11 And God said, Let the earth bring forth 
grass, the herbi yielding seed, and the fruit 
tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed 
is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so.

perfection of the earth He had made. Later He would use the 
same firmament to assist in causing the flood (Ge 7:11).
g. Ge 1:9 The recession of the waters from the land left fertile 
ground for the plants, trees, and all other vegetation God made. 
Until then, the oceans had covered everything.
h. Ge 1:10 Oceans, lakes, rivers
i. Ge 1:11 Non-woody vegetation, grasses, and flowering plants. 
God created light (Ge 1:3), water (v. 6), and soil (v. 9) before 
plant life.
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0 12 And the earth brought forth grass, and 
herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree 
yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after 
his kind: and God saw that it was good.

13 And the evening and the morning were 
the third day.
GENESIS 2

5 And every plant of the field before it was 
in the earth, and every herb of the field before 
it grew: for the Lord God had not caused it 
to rain upon the earth,a and there was not a 
man to till the ground.

6 But there went up a mistb from the earth, 
and watered the whole face of the ground.

d.   Fourth Day (Sun, Moon, Stars)
GENESIS 1

14 And God said, Let there be lights in the 
firmament of the heaven to divide the day 
from the night; and let them be for signs, and 
for seasons, and for days, and years:

15 And let them be for lights in the firma-
ment of the heaven to give light upon the 
earth:c and it was so.

16 And God made two great lights;d the 
greater light to rule the day, and the lesser 
light to rule the night:e he made the stars also.

17 And God set them in the firmament of 
the heaven to give light upon the earth,

18 And to rule over the day and over the 
night, and to divide the light from the dark-
ness: and God saw that it was good.

19 And the evening and the morning were 
the fourth day.

e.   Fifth Day (Fowl and Sea Life)
GENESIS 1

20 And God said, Let the waters bring forth 
abundantly the moving creature that hath 
life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in 
the open firmament of heaven.

21 And God created great whales, and every 
living creature that moveth, which the waters 
brought forth abundantly, after their kind, 

a. Ge 2:5 Until the flood, the earth was watered with dew rather 
than with rain.
b. Ge 2:6 Ascending vapor from subterranean waters; dew
c. Ge 1:15 Plants were made on the third day and could not sur-
vive without the sun, created on the fourth day, if each “day” was 
1,000 years, thus disproving theistic evolution.
d. Ge 1:16 Formed from pre-existing light, the light of creation’s 
first day
e. Ge 1:16 The moon (Ps 136:9)

and every winged fowl after his kind: and 
God saw that it was good.

22 And God blessed them, saying, Be fruit-
ful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the 
seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth.

23 And the evening and the morning were 
the fifth day.

2.   Sixth Day (Land Life and Man)
a. Animals

GENESIS 1
24 And God said, Let the earth bring forth 

the living creature after his kind,f cattle,g and 
creeping thing,h and beast of the earth after 
his kind: and it was so.

25 And God made the beast of the earth 
after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and 
every thing that creepeth upon the earth after 
his kind: and God saw that it was good.

b.   Creation of Adam (64th Gen)i

GENESIS 1
26 And God said, Let usj make man in our 

image,k after our likeness:l and let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over 
the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and 
over all the earth, and over every creeping 
thing that creepeth upon the earth.
GENESIS 2

7 And the Lord God formed man of the 
dust of the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life; and man became 
a living soul.

f. Ge 1:24 Regarding “after his kind,” macroevolutionary theory 
is fallible in light of evidence from science and the Bible: (1) no 
new kind of creature has been observed since man was cre-
ated, (2) no “missing links” (transitional fossils between known 
creatures) have been found, and (3) man has declined (both 
physically and spiritually) from a perfect Adam.
g. Ge 1:24 Family livestock: horse, goats, sheep, camels, cows
h. Ge 1:24 Reptiles, insects, water creatures, smaller mammals
i. Creation of Adam (64th Gen) These generational markers 
throughout the Old Testament are to note the line of direct 
descent from Adam to Jesus.
j. Ge 1:26 Plural; implies the Trinity
k. Ge 1:26 The spiritual image of God, later marred in humankind 
by sin
l. Ge 1:26 Made in God’s likeness, people are not to be murdered 
(Ge 9:6) or cursed (Jas 3:9–10).
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GENESIS 5

THIS is the book of the generationsa of Adam.b 
In the day that God created man, in the like-
ness of God made he him;c

c.   Garden of Eden
GENESIS 2

8 And the Lord God planted a garden east-
ward in Eden;d and there he put the man 
whom he had formed.

9 And out of the ground made the Lord 
God to grow every tree that is pleasant to 
the sight, and good for food; the tree of life 
also in the midst of the garden, and the tree 
of knowledge of good and evil.e

10 And a river went out of Eden to water 
the garden; and from thence it was parted, 
and became into four heads.

11 The name of the first is Pison:f that is it 
which compasseth the whole land of Havilah,g 
where there is gold;

12 And the gold of that land is good: there 
is bdellium and the onyx stone.

13 And the name of the second river is 
Gihon:h the same is it that compasseth the 
whole land of Ethiopia.i 

14 And the name of the third river is 
Hiddekel:j that is it which goeth toward the 
a. Ge 5:1 The records or histories of families or nations. These 
men were among the patriarchs, the fathers of the human race 
from Adam to Jacob.
b. Ge 5:1 Adam means “of the ground, firm.”
c. Ge 5:1 God probably created an aged (approximately 30-year-
old) Adam. The public life of Jesus, the second/last Adam, began 
at 30 (1 Co 15:45).
d. Ge 2:8 Eden means “pleasure”; tradition says it was located in 
southwest Iraq, near the head of the Persian Gulf, close to where 
the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers meet.
e. Ge 2:9 In Eden, God gave humankind a choice to live or to die. 
The tree itself was not deadly; disobedience to (and putting self 
in the place of) God was.
f. Ge 2:11 The Pison has been identified with the modern Rion or 
the Kur (canal of the Aras River).
g. Ge 2:11 Near Babylonia; not the Havilah of Ge 25:18 (a district in 
Arabia)
h. Ge 2:13 The Gihon is believed to have been a smaller canal 
connecting the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers.
i. Ge 2:13 Not Ethiopia on the African continent but rather what is 
also known as Mesopotamian Cush, in Sumer (an ancient city-
state southeast of Babylon)
j. Ge 2:14 More commonly known as the Tigris, it is narrower 

east of Assyria.k And the fourth river is Eu-
phrates.l 

15 And the Lord God took the man, and 
put him into the garden of Eden to dress itm 
and to keep it.

16 And the Lord God commanded the man, 
saying, Of every tree of the garden thou may-
est freely eat:

17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the 
day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely 
die.n . . . 

19 And out of the ground the Lord God 
formed every beast of the field, and every 
fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam 
to see what he would call them:o and whatso-
ever Adam called every living creature, that 
was the name thereof.

20 And Adam gave names to all cattle, and 
to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of 
the field;p but for Adam there was not found 
an help meetq for him.

d.   Creation of Woman
GENESIS 2

18 And the Lord God said, It is not good that 
the man should be alone; I will make him an 
help meet for him. . . . 

21 And the Lord God caused a deep sleep 
to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took 
one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead 
thereof;

22 And the rib, which the Lord God had 
taken from man, made he a woman,r and 
brought her unto the man.

23 And Adam said, This is now bone of my 
bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be 
called Woman, because she was taken out 
of Man.
than the Euphrates but carries more water. The “great river” (Da 
10:4) extends 1,146 miles, flowing from Armenia (in the Taurus 
Mountains), joining with the Euphrates, and continuing to the 
Persian Gulf.
k. Ge 2:14 Assyria was a Semitic nation (and ancient empire) in 
Mesopotamia, near the Tigris, whose capital once was Asshur 
and later became Nineveh.
l. Ge 2:14 Sourced in Armenia, the roughly 1,780-miles-long Eu-
phrates formed the western border of Mesopotamia; it joins the 
Tigris to flow into the Persian Gulf.
m. Ge 2:15 That is, to till and care for the soil
n. Ge 2:17 Immediate spiritual death, leading to physical death
o. Ge 2:19 God created Adam with language.
p. Ge 2:20 Adam may have named around 8,000 kinds of ani-
mals. He was not naming the thousands of specific species.
q. Ge 2:20 His opposite, or complement; one to give him strength
r. Ge 2:22 “Of the man.” God established the family as a man and 
a woman; homosexual activities are not His design or plan.
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24 Therefore shall a man leave his father 
and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: 
and they shall be one flesh.

25 And they were both naked, the man and 
his wife, and were not ashamed.a
GENESIS 3

20 And Adam called his wife’s name Eve; 
because she was the mother of all living.

e.   Creation Concludes
(1) Name Given

GENESIS 1
27 So God created man in his own image, in 

the image of God created he him; male and 
female created he them.b
GENESIS 5

2 Male and female created he them; and 
blessed them, and called their name Adam, 
in the day when they were created.

(F irst Dispensation—Innocency)
(2) Man’s Dominion Over Creation

GENESIS 1
28 And God blessed them, and God said unto 

them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenishc 
the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl 
of the air, and over every living thing that 
moveth upon the earth.

29 And God said, Behold, I have given you 
every herb bearing seed, which is upon the 
face of all the earth, and every tree, in the 
which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to 
you it shall be for meat.

30 And to every beast of the earth, and to 
every fowl of the air, and to every thing that 
creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is 
life, I have given every greend herb for meat:e 
and it was so.
a. Ge 2:25 They had complete moral innocence.
b. Ge 1:27 God made them in His own image; they did not evolve 
into their humanness.
c. Ge 1:28 “Populate, fill, supply, complete”
d. Ge 1:30 The first color listed in the Bible
e. Ge 1:30 People and animals originally were vegetarians (con-
trast with Ge 9:2–3); “meat” was the edible part of anything they 
ate, such as a fruit or nut.

(3) Creation Completed
GENESIS 1

31 And God saw every thing that he had 
made, and, behold, it was very good. And the 
evening and the morning were the sixth day.
GENESIS 2

THUS the heavens and the earth were fin-
ished, and all the host of them.
JOHN 1

3 All things were made by him;f and without 
him was not any thing made that was made.
PSALM 19

To the chief Musician, a Psalm of David.g

THE heavens declare the glory of God; and 
the firmament sheweth his handywork.

2 Day unto day uttereth speech, and night 
unto night sheweth knowledge.

3 There is no speech nor language, where 
their voice is not heard.

4 Their lineh is gone out through all the 
earth, and their words to the end of the 
world. In them hath he set a tabernacle for 
the sun, ℗

5 Which is as a bridegroom coming out of 
his chamber,i and rejoiceth as a strong man 
to run a race.

6 His going forth is from the end of the 
heaven, and his circuitj unto the ends of it: and 
there is nothing hid from the heat thereof.
PROVERBS 8

24 When there were no depths, I was 
brought forth; when there were no fountains 
abounding with water.

25 Before the mountains were settled, be-
fore the hills was I brought forth:

26 While as yet he had not made the earth, 
nor the fields, nor the highest part of the dust 
of the world.

27 When he prepared the heavens, I was 
there: when he set a compassk upon the face 
of the depth:

f. Jn 1:3 Jesus Christ, the Word (Logos)
g. Ps 19 Title In the Hebrew Bible, titles to the psalms were also 
considered Scripture.
h. Ps 19:4 “Sound”
i. Ps 19:5 Or closet
j. Ps 19:6 From an earthly view, the planet’s daily revolution 
makes it seem as though the sun rises and sets. However, while 
the earth travels around the sun, the sun is also moving; it orbits 
the center of the galaxy (the Milky Way) along with our whole 
solar system at hundreds of thousands of miles per hour. Its “cir-
cuit” is so large that one complete orbit of the galaxy would take 
well over 200 million years.
k. Pr 8:27 This is the same Hebrew word translated “circle” in Isa 
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28 When he established the clouds above: 
when he strengthened the fountains of the 
deep:

29 When he gave to the sea his decree, that 
the waters should not pass his command-
ment: when he appointed the foundations 
of the earth:

30 Then I was by him, as one brought up 
with him: and I was daily his delight, rejoicing 
always before him;

31 Rejoicing in the habitable part of his 
earth; and my delights were with the sons 
of men.

(4) Seventh (Sabbath) Day Established
GENESIS 2

2 And on the seventh day God ended his 
work which he had made; and he resteda on 
the seventh day from all his work which he 
had made.

3 And God blessed the seventh day, and 
sanctified it: because that in it he had rested 
from all his work which God created and 
made.
EXODUS 20

11 For in six days the Lord made heaven 
and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and 
rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord 
blessed the sabbath day,b and hallowed it.

B.   Fall of Man and Its Consequences
1. Satan Cast Out of Heaven

4004 BC
EZEKIEL 28

11 Moreover the word of the Lord came 
unto me, saying,

12 Son of man, take up a lamentation upon 
the king of Tyrus,c and say unto him, Thus 
saith the Lord God; Thou sealest up the sum, 
full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty.

13 Thou hast been in Eden the garden of 
God; every precious stone was thy cover-
ing, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the 

40:22 (cf. Job 26:10). The Bible does not teach that the earth 
is flat.
a. Ge 2:2 “Rested” was the origin of the noun Sabbath (Hebrew 
shavat; see Ex 20:11). Not originally related to worship but 
rather to rest, which God intended for our sakes (Mk 2:27).
b. Ex 20:11 Keeping the Sabbath was not an official (covenant) 
obligation until God gave the law to Moses on Israel’s behalf at 
Mt. Sinai (Ex 19 ff.).
c. Eze 28:12 This dual prophecy referred both to the ruler of Tyrus 
(or Tyre) and to Lucifer (Satan), who was the real, spiritual power 
behind that human ruler (Eze 28:2).

beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, 
the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: 
the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy 
pipes was prepared in thee in the day that 
thou wast created.

14 Thou art the anointed cherubd that cov-
ereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon 
the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked 
up and down in the midst of the stones of fire.

15 Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the 
day that thou wast created, till iniquity was 
found in thee.

16 By the multitude of thy merchandise 
they have filled the midst of thee with vio-
lence, and thou hast sinned: therefore I will 
cast thee as profane out of the mountain 
of God: and I will destroy thee, O covering 
cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.

17 Thine heart was lifted up because of thy 
beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by 
reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee to 
the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that 
they may behold thee.

18 Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the 
multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity 
of thy traffick;e therefore will I bring forth a 
fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour 
thee, and I will bring thee to ashes upon the 
earth in the sight of all them that behold thee.

19 All they that know thee among the 
people shall be astonished at thee: thou shalt 
be a terror, and never shalt thou be any more.f
ISAIAH 14

12 How art thou fallen from heaven, O 
Lucifer,g son of the morning! how art thou 
cut down to the ground, which didst weaken 
the nations!h 

13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I will 
ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne 

d. Eze 28:14 A God-created celestial creature; angel
e. Eze 28:18 Trade; commerce that evidently was illegal or 
immoral
f. Eze 28:19 Vv. 16–19 foretold the fall of Tyre, which occurred 
in 332 BC. The prophecy’s complete fulfillment will come with 
Satan’s ultimate defeat, described in Rev 20 (see v. 10).
g. Isa 14:12 Literally, “O Day Star”; that is, Satan, the proud 
archangel. Some believe Lucifer was the first inhabitant of earth; 
others place his fall from heaven just prior to Adam and Eve’s fall 
on earth. Some believe he came to control a third of the angels 
(who rebelled with him against God), with the rest remaining 
faithful to God under Gabriel and Michael.
h. Isa 14:12 In its most fulfilled state, this dual prophecy speaks 
of Lucifer/Satan; the more immediate foretelling was of the fall 
of Nabonidus, Babylon’s king, which would occur in 539 BC. 
Nabonidus was the father of Belshazzar (see Da 5, 8).
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0 above the starsa of God: I will sit also upon 
the mount of the congregation, in the sides 
of the north:b 

14 I will ascend above the heights of the 
clouds; I will be like the most High.

15 Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, 
to the sides of the pit.c 

16 They that see thee shall narrowly look 
upon thee, and consider thee, saying, Is this 
the man that made the earth to tremble, that 
did shake kingdoms;

17 That made the world as a wilderness, 
and destroyed the cities thereof;d that opened 
not the house of his prisoners?

2.   Temptation and Fall
GENESIS 3

NOW the serpente was more subtil than any 
beast of the field which the Lord God had 
made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath 
God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the 
garden?

2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We 
may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden:

3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the 
midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall 
not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it,f lest 
ye die.

4 And the serpentg said unto the woman, 
Ye shall not surely die:

5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat 
thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and 
ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.

6 And when the woman saw that the tree 
was good for food, and that it was pleasant 
to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make 
one wise, she took of the fruit thereof,h and 

a. Isa 14:13 “Angels”
b. Isa 14:13 Canaanites considered Mt. Zaphon (Mt. Casius), 25 
miles northeast of Ugarit (a port city in Syria), to be sacred, the 
gods’ dwelling and meeting place, and perhaps even heaven (cf. 
Ps 48:2).
c. Isa 14:15 Prophecy made in 717 BC, to be fulfilled by the 
events of Rev 20:10
d. Isa 14:17 The Babylonians would follow Assyrian practices by 
deporting and relocating large segments of defeated peoples.
e. Ge 3:1 Satan, who apparently appeared as erect, cunning, and 
beautiful
f. Ge 3:3 God hadn’t said not to touch it, only not to eat of it.
g. Ge 3:4 As Jesus said, he is the father of lies (Jn 8:44).
h. Ge 3:6 Human freedom of choice is a gift from God. He re-
quired only obedience to what He had told them. They were 
free to reject Him, but doing so would bring about their own 
destruction.

did eat, and gave also unto her husband with 
her;i and he did eat.j 

7 And the eyes of them both were opened, 
and they knew that they were naked; and 
they sewed fig leaves together, and made 
themselves aprons.k

(Second Dispensation—Conscience— 
Responsible to Do All Known Good, 
Avoid All Known Evil)
3. Judgment and Curse
GENESIS 3

8 And they heard the voice of the Lord God 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day:l 
and Adam and his wife hid themselves from 
the presence of the Lord God amongst the 
trees of the garden.

9 And the Lord God called unto Adam, and 
said unto him, Where art thou?

10 And he said, I heard thy voice in the gar-
den, and I was afraid, because I was naked; 
and I hid myself.

11 And he said, Who told thee that thou 
wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, 
whereof I commanded thee that thou should-
est not eat?

12 And the man said, The woman whom 
thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of 
the tree, and I did eat.

13 And the Lord God said unto the woman, 
What is this that thou hast done? And the 
woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and 
I did eat.

14 And the Lord God said unto the serpent, 
Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed 
above all cattle, and above every beast of the 
field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust 
shalt thou eatm all the days of thy life:

15 And I will put enmity between theen and 
the woman, and between thy seedo and her 

i. Ge 3:6 A stone seal dating from before 3000 BC, discovered in 
1932 near Nineveh (in present-day northern Iraq), depicts a man 
and a woman—both bent—and a partially broken serpent.
j. Ge 3:6 Eve was deceived, but Adam sinned knowingly. Ancient 
Jewish books state that at the moment of sin, all the leaves from 
the trees fell to the ground.
k. Ge 3:7 People did not need clothing before acquiring a sinful 
nature.
l. Ge 3:8 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.
m. Ge 3:14 Serpents don’t actually eat dust; this is figurative lan-
guage, illustrating God’s judgment.
n. Ge 3:15 Satan (not serpents)
o. Ge 3:15 Satan’s seed is unregenerate humankind.
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seed;a it shall bruise thy head,b and thou shalt 
bruise his heel. ℗

16 Unto the woman he said, I will greatly 
multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in 
sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and 
thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he 
shall rule over thee.

17 And unto Adam he said, Because thou 
hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and 
hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded 
thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed 
is the ground for thy sake; in sorrowc shalt 
thou eat of it all the days of thy life;

18 Thorns also and thistles shall it bring 
forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of 
the field;

19 In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat 
bread, till thou return unto the ground; for 
out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, 
and unto dust shalt thou return.d . . . 

21 Unto Adam also and to his wife did the 
Lord God make coats of skins,e and clothed 
them.

4.   Expulsion From Eden
4004 BC

GENESIS 3
22 And the Lord God said, Behold, the man 

is become as one of us,f to know good and 
evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and 
take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live 
for ever:

23 Therefore the Lord Godg sent him forth 
from the garden of Eden, to till the ground 
from whence he was taken.
a. Ge 3:15 Jesus Christ, referring to His first coming
b. Ge 3:15 Officially enacted at the cross (and to be eternally ful-
filled by the events of Rev 20:10 showing Satan’s defeat)
c. Ge 3:17 “Toiling”
d. Ge 3:19 Fulfilled when Adam died, after living 930 years (see 
Ge 5:5)
e. Ge 3:21 The shedding of blood was God’s provision to cover 
humankind’s sin.
f. Ge 3:22 Plural; infers the Trinity
g. Ge 3:23 Now God revealed Himself also as Mediator and Judge 
(in addition to Guide and Protector).

24 So he drove out the man; and he placed 
at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims,h 
and a flaming sword which turned every way, 
to keep the way of the tree of life.i

C.   History of the First Civilization
4003–2348 BC

1. Cain and Abel
a. Birth of Cain

Adam (father) age 31 (alive 1 year)

4003 BC
GENESIS 4

AND Adam knewj Eve his wife; and she con-
ceived, and bare Cain,k and said, I have gotten 
a man from the Lord.l

b.   Birth of Abel
Adam (father) age 32, (alive 2 years)

c. 4002 BC
GENESIS 4

2 And she again bare his brother Abel.m And 
Abel was a keeper of sheep,n but Cain was a 
tiller of the ground.

c.   Cain and Abel
GENESIS 4

3 And in process of time it came to pass, 
that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground 
an offering unto the Lord.

4 And Abel, he also brought of the first-
lingso of his flock and of the fat thereof. And 
the Lord had respect unto Abel and to his 
offering:p 

5 But unto Cain and to his offering he had 
not respect.q And Cain was very wroth, and 
his countenance fell.

6 And the Lord said unto Cain, Why art 
h. Ge 3:24 These are angels that represent God’s presence and 
depict His holiness. Later likenesses were human-made statues 
of winged bulls or lions (with heads, faces, and bodies) that 
stood guard at entrances to palaces and temples.
i. Ge 3:24 This was to prevent eating of the Tree of Life and 
thereby living forever in a sin-filled state.
j. Ge 4:1 Knew sexually
k. Ge 4:1 Cain means “acquired” or “spear”; he was the firstborn 
human.
l. Ge 4:1 Apparently Eve thought God was fulfilling His promise 
(see Ge 3:15) with Cain’s birth.
m. Ge 4:2 Abel means “vapor, breath.”
n. Ge 4:2 Most mentioned animal in the Bible
o. Ge 4:4 That is, of the firstborn
p. Ge 4:4 Abel’s offering showed faith in the need for atonement. 
(Blood and sacrifice are a foreshadowing of Calvary.)
q. Ge 4:5 God rejected Cain’s offering because it contained no 
blood sacrifice.

I. From the Creation to the Flood   •  C. History of the First Civilization  4004–2348 BC
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Genesis 3:15

Promise of Redemption
This is the first biblical promise of the Redeemer 
whom God would send to rescue humankind 
from sin and death. Satan failed to keep Christ 
from the cross; the death and resurrection of 
Jesus sealed his ultimate defeat.
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0 thou wroth? and why is thy countenance 
fallen?

7 If thou doest well, shalt thou not be ac-
cepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth 
at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, 
and thou shalt rule over him.

d.   Cain Kills Abel (Age 127)
Cain age 128, Adam (father) age 159 (alive 129 
years)

3875 BC
GENESIS 4

8 And Cain talked with Abel his brother: 
and it came to pass, when they were in the 
field, that Cain rose up against Abel his 
brother, and slew him.a

9 And the Lord said unto Cain, Where is 
Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not:b 
Am I my brother’s keeper?

10 And he said, What hast thou done? the 
voice of thy brother’s blood crieth unto me 
from the ground.

e.   Cain Is Marked
GENESIS 4

11 And now art thou cursed from the earth, 
which hath opened her mouth to receive thy 
brother’s blood from thy hand;

12 When thou tillest the ground, it shall not 
henceforth yield unto thee her strength; a 
fugitive and a vagabondc shalt thou be in the 
earth.

13 And Cain said unto the Lord, My punish-
ment is greater than I can bear.d

14 Behold, thou hast driven me out this day 
from the face of the earth; and from thy face 
shall I be hid; and I shall be a fugitive and a 
vagabond in the earth; and it shall come to 
pass, that every onee that findeth me shall 
slay me.

15 And the Lord said unto him, Therefore 
whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be 
taken on him sevenfold. And the Lord set a 
markf upon Cain, lest any finding him should 
kill him.

a. Ge 4:8 Cain, too fastidious to kill a lamb, nonetheless killed 
another person, his own brother. Religious strife has led to much 
bloodshed throughout history.
b. Ge 4:9 One sin leads to another. Cain now lies to God.
c. Ge 4:12 A nomad, a wanderer
d. Ge 4:13 Cain still does not seem repentant.
e. Ge 4:14 This shows the fast growth of the human race.
f. Ge 4:15 This unknown mark (one of mercy, not of curse) may 

2.   Descendants of Seth and Cain
Genealogy of Righteousness
a. Birth of Seth (63rd Gen)

Adam (father) age 160 (alive 130 years)

3874 BC
1 CHRONICLES 1

ADAM, Sheth, Enosh,
GENESIS 4

25 And Adam knew his wife again; and she 
bare a son, and called his name Seth:g For God, 
said she, hath appointed me another seed 
instead of Abel, whom Cain slew.
GENESIS 5

3 And Adam lived an hundred and thirty 
years, and begat a son in his own likeness, 
after his image; and called his name Seth:

b.   Birth of Enos (62nd Gen)
Adam (grandfather) age 265, Seth (father) age 105

3769 BC
GENESIS 4

26 And to Seth, to him also there was born a 
son; and he called his name Enos: then began 
men to call upon the name of the Lord.h
GENESIS 5

6 And Seth lived an hundred and five years, 
and begat Enos:

Hebrew Calendar Begins
3761 BC

c. Birth of Cainan (61st Gen)
Enos (father) age 90

3679 BC
GENESIS 5

9 And Enos lived ninety years, and begat 
Cainan:

d.   Birth of Mahalaleel (60th Gen)
Cainan (father) age 70

3609 BC
1 CHRONICLES 1

2 Kenan,i Mahalaleel, Jered,

have been a blemish, a brand, or something else, a sign or token 
showing that Cain’s life was to be preserved.
g. Ge 4:25 Seth means “granted.”
h. Ge 4:26 First mention of or reference to prayer, public worship, 
and thanksgiving
i. 1 Ch 1:2 “Cainan” in Ge 5:12

PARALLEL Re
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GENESIS 5
12 And Cainan lived seventy years, and 

begat Mahalaleel:

e.   Birth of Jared (59th Gen)
Mahalaleel (father) age 65

3544 BC
GENESIS 5

15 And Mahalaleel lived sixty and five years, 
and begat Jared:

f.   Birth of Enoch (58th Gen)
Jared (father) age 162

3382 BC
GENESIS 5

18 And Jared lived an hundred sixty and 
two years, and he begat Enoch:

Genealogy of Wickedness
a. Line of Cain

c. 3875–3328 BC
GENESIS 4

16 And Cain went out from the presence of 
the Lord, and dwelt in the land of Nod,a on 
the east of Eden.

c. 3874 BC
17 And Cain knew his wife;b and she con-

ceived, and bare Enoch: and he builded a 
city, and called the name of the city,c after 
the name of his son, Enoch.

c. 3759, 3659, 3598, 3534 BC
18 And unto Enoch was born Irad: and Irad 

begat Mehujael: and Mehujael begat Methu-
sael: and Methusael begat Lamech.

b.   Line of Lamech
c. 3374 BC

GENESIS 4
19 And Lamech took unto him two wives:d 

the name of the one was Adah, and the name 
of the other Zillah.

c. 3372 BC

a. Ge 4:16 Nod means “wandering”; some say Nod was between 
Basra (Bussorah) in modern Iraq and Bushire on the northeast 
Persian Gulf.
b. Ge 4:17 Cain and Seth probably each married a sister. Close-
relation marriages were not prohibited until the giving of the law 
at Mt. Sinai (Lev 18:9). The Clark Commentaries estimate the 
population around this time to have been 32,000; others esti-
mate it was several hundred thousand.
c. Ge 4:17 Civilization began east of Eden and Nod. This first city 
was likely a village with walls for defense.
d. Ge 4:19 The first instance of polygamy

20 And Adah bare Jabal: he was the fathere 
of such as dwell in tents, and of such as have 
cattle.

21 And his brother’s name was Jubal:f he 
was the father of all such as handle the harp 
and organ.

22 And Zillah, she also bare Tubalcain,g an 
instructer of every artificerh in brassi and 
iron:j and the sister of Tubalcain was Naamah.

23 And Lamech said unto his wives, Adah 
and Zillah, Hear my voice; ye wivesk of La-
mech, hearken unto my speech: for I have 
slain a man to my wounding,l and a young 
man to my hurt.

24 If Cain shall be avengedm sevenfold, truly 
Lamech seventy and sevenfold.

3.   Adam’s Descendants Continued
a. Birth of Methuselah (57th Gen)

Enoch (father) age 65

3317 BC
1 CHRONICLES 1

3 Henoch,n Methuselah, Lamech,
GENESIS 5

21 And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and 
begat Methuselah:

22 And Enoch walked with God after he 
begat Methuselah three hundred years, and 
begat sons and daughters:

b.   Birth of Lamech (56th Gen)
Methuselah (father) age 187

3130 BC
GENESIS 5

25 And Methuselah lived an hundred eighty 
and seven years,o and begat Lamech:

e. Ge 4:20 That is, the father (founder) of nomads
f. Ge 4:21 Musician and artist, “he cultivated music” (Josephus); 
this is the first mention of music and instruments.
g. Ge 4:22 Or, Tubal-cain. Expert metalsmith, inventor of edge 
tools; iron ore was smelted in early Mesopotamia.
h. Ge 4:22 Inventors, craftsmen, carpenters, smiths, engravers
i. Ge 4:22 Or bronze, a copper alloy
j. Ge 4:22 Iron is the second-most abundant metal on earth (after 
aluminum).
k. Ge 4:23 Having a secondary or inferior wife would become cus-
tomary in the ancient world. Jesus later emphasized what God 
had always intended and restored marriage to its original intent.
l. Ge 4:23 Lamech justified this killing by claiming self-defense.
m. Ge 4:24 “Protected”
n. 1 Ch 1:3 “Enoch” in Ge 5:18
o. Ge 5:25 Methuselah was the second-oldest man known to 
have fathered a child (after Noah).

PARALLEL eR
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0 c.   Death of Adam (930 Years)a

Seth (son) age 800

3074 BC
GENESIS 5

4 And the days of Adam after he had begot-
ten Seth were eight hundred years: and he 
begat sons and daughters:b 

5 And all the days that Adam lived were 
nine hundred and thirty years: and he died.c

d.   Translation of Enoch (Age 365)
Jared (father) age 527, Methuselah (son) age 300

3017 BC
GENESIS 5

23 And all the days of Enochd were three 
hundred sixty and five years: 

24 And Enoch walked with God: and he was 
not; for God took him.

e.   Death of Seth (Age 912)
Enos (son) age 807

2962 BC
GENESIS 5

7 And Seth lived after he begat Enos eight 
hundred and seven years, and begat sons 
and daughters:

8 And all the days of Seth were nine hun-
dred and twelve years: and he died.

f.   Birth of Noah (55th Gen)
Lamech (father) age 182

2948 BC
GENESIS 5

28 And Lamech lived an hundred eighty 
and two years, and begat a son:

29 And he called his name Noah,e saying, 
This same shall comfort us concerning our 
work and toil of our hands, because of the 
ground which the Lord hath cursed.

g.   Death of Enos (Age 905)
Cainan (son) age 815

2864 BC 

a. Death of Adam (930 Years) If he was created as a 30-year-old 
man, Adam would have died at age 960.
b. Ge 5:4 Tradition says that Adam had 33 sons and 23 
daughters.
c. Ge 5:5 Prophesied 930 years earlier (Ge 3:19). If writing did not 
yet exist, Adam and others would have verbally related events 
to their descendants at least up to the advent of writing. (Adam 
to Methuselah to Shem to Isaac to Joseph to Amram to Moses 
would be six such “cycles.”)
d. Ge 5:23 Jude 14–15 refers to one of Enoch’s writings.
e. Ge 5:29 Noah means “rest, comfort.”

GENESIS 5
10 And Enos lived after he begat Cainan 

eight hundred and fifteen years, and begat 
sons and daughters:

11 And all the days of Enos were nine hun-
dred and five years: and he died.

h.   Death of Cainan (Age 910)
Mahalaleel (son) age 840

2769 BC
GENESIS 5

13 And Cainan lived after he begat Mahala-
leel eight hundred and forty years,f and begat 
sons and daughters:

14 And all the days of Cainan were nine 
hundred and ten years: and he died.

i.   Death of Mahalaleel (Age 895)
Jared (son) age 830

2714 BC
GENESIS 5

16 And Mahalaleel lived after he begat Jared 
eight hundred and thirty years, and begat 
sons and daughters:

17 And all the days of Mahalaleel were eight 
hundred ninety and five years: and he died.

j.   Death of Jared (Age 962)
Enoch (son) translated 435 years ago; Methuselah 
(grandson) age 735

2582 BC
GENESIS 5

19 And Jared lived after he begat Enoch 
eight hundred years, and begat sons and 
daughters:

20 And all the days of Jared were nine hun-
dred sixty and two years: and he died.g

4.   Noah’s Life and Related Events
a.  Sons of God Marry Daughters  

of Men
Noah age 366–479

c. 2582–2469 BC
GENESIS 6

AND it came to pass, when men began to mul-
tiplyh on the face of the earth, and daughters 
were born unto them,
f. Ge 5:13 Of all the patriarchs, Cainan lived the most years after 
a son’s birth.
g. Ge 5:20 Jared was the second-oldest man to live (after 
Methuselah).
h. Ge 6:1 Relative to births, there were very few deaths.

I. From the Creation to the Flood   •  C. History of the First Civilization  4004–2348 BC
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2 That the sons of God saw the daughters of 
men that they were fair; and they took them 
wives of all which they chose.a

2468 BC
3 And the Lord said, My spirit shall not 

always strive with man, for that he also is 
flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and 
twenty years.

4 There were giantsb in the earth in those 
days; and also after that, when the sons of 
God came in unto the daughters of men, and 
they bare children to them, the same be-
came mighty menc which were of old, men 
of renown.

5 And God saw that the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth, and that every imagi-
nation of the thoughts of his heart was only 
evil continually.

6 And it repentedd the Lord that he had 
made man on the earth, and it grieved him 
at his heart.

7 And the Lord said, I will destroy man 
whom I have created from the face of the 
earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping 
thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth 
me that I have made them. . . . 

11 The earth also was corrupt before God, 
and the earth was filled with violence.

12 And God looked upon the earth, and, 
behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had cor-
rupted his way upon the earth.

b.   Instructions for Building the Ark
Noah age 479

2468 BC
GENESIS 6

8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the 
Lord. . . .

13 And God said unto Noah, The end of all 
flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled 
with violence through them; and, behold, I 
will destroy them with the earth.

a. Ge 6:2 Three theories on “the sons of God” and “the daughters 
of men”: (1) that Sethites (sons of God) intermarried with godless 
Cainites (daughters of men); (2) that fallen angels and mortal 
women produced demigods called Nephilim (“fallen ones”); 
and (3) that the “sons of God” were fallen angels (demons) who 
controlled and possessed all evil men (see Jude 6), which many 
early church fathers and Jewish historians believed, as angels 
do not marry (Mt 22:30). Whatever is the actual fact, all of them 
would be destroyed in the flood.
b. Ge 6:4 The marriage offspring of vv. 1–2. The Hebrew word 
means “fallen ones, bullies, giants.”
c. Ge 6:4 Or “warriors”
d. Ge 6:6 Here God’s long-suffering (patience) would end.

14 Make thee an ark of gopher wood;e rooms 
shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it 
within and without with pitch.f 

15 And this is the fashion which thou shalt 
make it of: The length of the ark shall be three 
hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, 
and the height of it thirty cubits.

16 A window shalt thou make to the ark, 
and in a cubitg shalt thou finish it above; and 
the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side 
thereof; with lower, second, and third stories 
shalt thou make it.

17 And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of 
waters upon the earth,h to destroy all flesh, 
wherein is the breath of life, from under 
heaven; and every thing that is in the earth 
shall die.i 

18 But with thee will I establish my cov-
enant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, 
and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons’ 
wivesj with thee.

e. Ge 6:14 Highly prized yellow cyprus wood, light and durable
f. Ge 6:14 With sap or crude turpentine from the bark of pines; 
made into tar, or bitumen, so that the ark would be watertight. 
The term translated pitch here is the same word that’s rendered 
as atonement in Lev 17:11 and elsewhere.
g. Ge 6:16 18 inches
h. Ge 6:17 Local-flood advocates, who claim the flood was geo-
graphically limited, say that only the inhabited world—believed 
to be Egypt and the cradle-of-civilization kingdoms—was 
drowned out. They claim that “fountains of the great deep” 
(Ge 7:11) refers to the Black and Caspian Seas in the north, 
the Mediterranean in the west, and the Persian Gulf and Indian 
Ocean in the south. Worldwide-flood advocates say displace-
ment of vast subterranean waters (“fountains of the great deep”) 
shifted tectonic plates, increasing the surface-water volume, 
while the vapor canopy above (Ge 1:6) fell as rain. Before the 
flood, the continents hadn’t been separated by vast bodies of 
water; the surface ratio, formerly about ⅔ land and ⅓ water, 
was reversed.
i. Ge 6:17 Fulfilled 120 years later (Ge 7:21)
j. Ge 6:18 God knew that Shem, Ham, and Japheth would have 
wives in the future.
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Genesis 6:14–16

Noah’s Ark
The ark was 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 
feet high; by 1900 AD, nearly every large ship 
was inclined toward these proportions. Noah’s 
ark was an oblong box intended only to float on 
water (there was no mast, sail, or rudder); with a 
potential displacement of 43,300 tons, it had a 
gross tonnage of 13,960 and a total capacity of 
1½ million cubic feet. It had three levels and a 
small slot window under the roof line running the 
ark’s entire distance to let in light and ventilation 
(Ge 8:6) while an overhang kept the rain out.
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0 19 And of every living thing of all flesh,a two 
of every sort shalt thou bring into the ark, 
to keep them alive with thee; they shall be 
male and female.

20 Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle 
after their kind, of every creeping thing of the 
earth after his kind, two of every sort shall 
come unto thee, to keep them alive.

21 And take thou unto thee of all food that 
is eaten, and thou shalt gather it to thee; and 
it shall be for food for thee, and for them.

22 Thus did Noah; according to all that God 
commanded him, so did he.b

c.   Birth of Noah’s Sons
2448–2444 BC

GENESIS 5
32 And Noah was five hundred years old:c 

and Noah begat Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
GENESIS 6

9 These are the generations of Noah:d Noah 
was a just man and perfecte in his generations, 
and Noah walked with God.

10 And Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, 
and Japheth.
1 CHRONICLES 1

4 Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

Birth of Japheth
Noah (father) age 500

2448 BC

a. Ge 6:19 Including dinosaurs (young and small)
b. Ge 6:22 The apostle Peter later noted that before the flood, 
Noah was also preaching (2 Pe 2:5).
c. Ge 5:32 Noah was the oldest parent recorded to have fathered 
a child.
d. Ge 6:9 Tradition says Noah lived at Fara, on the Euphrates 
River, 70 miles from Eden, about halfway between Ur and 
Babylon.
e. Ge 6:9 Meaning he was a man of great spiritual integrity, not 
sinless

Birth of Shem (54th Gen)
Noah (father) age 502

2446 BC
Birth of Ham

Noah (father) age 504

c. 2444 BC

d.  Death of Lamech (Age 777)
Methuselah (father) age 964, Noah (son) age 595

2353 BC
GENESIS 5

30 And Lamech lived after he begat Noah 
five hundred ninety and five years, and begat 
sons and daughters:

31 And all the days of Lamech were seven 
hundred seventy and seven years:f and he 
died.g

e.   Death of Methuselah (Age 969)
Lamech (son) died 5 years ago; Noah (grandson) 
age 600

2348 BC
GENESIS 5

26 And Methuselah lived after he begat La-
mech seven hundred eighty and two years, 
and begat sons and daughters:

27 And all the days of Methuselah were nine 
hundred sixty and nine years: and he died.h

f. Ge 5:31 The King List, an extant document from Sumer (in what 
is now southeastern Iraq), describes the long lives of various 
Sumerian kings, further confirming the longevity of pre-flood 
people.
g. Ge 5:31 At 777, Lamech was the shortest-lived pre-flood patri-
arch except for Enoch (see Ge 5:23–24).
h. Ge 5:27 Tradition says Noah’s grandfather, the Bible’s oldest 
man, died one week before the flood.
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