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A NoT E To T H E R E A DER  

F RoM JA k E SH EPH ER D

As a fellow follower of Christ, a seeker of 

the truth, and a man chasing after the heart 

of God, I have found it is never easy to stay 

on the right path. It seems that around every 

corner there is something waiting to hinder 

us from running the race the Lord has set for 

us. In fact, it seems to me that the harder I 

push after God, the harder the enemy pushes 

back against me. often I have found myself 

discouraged, disoriented, tired, and ready to 

quit.

I’m sure you have felt the same way at one 

point or another in your life. Maybe you are 

there now. Every man who has ever sought 

after God has felt lost and discouraged, has 

_Shepherd_Battle_BB_bb.indd   9 10/21/09   7:51:59 AM

Jacob A. Shepherd with Sheri Rose Shepherd, His Battle: God's Plan for Victory,
Revell Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group, © 2010. Used by permission.



10

suffered defeat, and has seen dark times and 

seemingly hopeless situations. But in the end, 

the man who perseveres also sees victories 

won, wounds healed, relationships mended, 

and lives restored. And he experiences the 

powerful, forgiving love of the Father.

It is my hope that this book will help you 

experience encouragement and love from your 

heavenly Father on a personal level. It is my 

hope that the intercessory prayers I offer in 

this book will help refresh you, renew your 

mind, and transform you. I hope you will be 

encouraged in your desire to become a righ-

teous man of action, one who chooses life and 

recognizes all the blessings your Father has 

placed before you. I hope and pray that you 

will find yourself better able to stand strong 

for a heavenly standard of living and that you 
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will be a man who overflows with the perfect 

love of God.

I trust you will be open and able to apply 

the letters and prayers in this book to your 

life, wherever you are. And I trust that you 

will let God’s Holy Spirit lovingly convict and 

correct you and mold you into a man after 

God’s own heart.

May God bless you and keep you fighting 

the good fight.
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A NoT E To T H E R E A DER  

F RoM SH ER I RoSE SH EPH ER D

A few years ago I was waiting to catch a plane 

at the Atlanta airport. I glanced across the 

room and saw a young soldier waiting for his 

flight. His face was filled with fear and un-

certainty, and it was clear that he was being 

deported to war. Having a mother’s heart, 

I had to walk over and attempt to bring the 

young man comfort and encouragement.

As we began to talk, he shared how hard 

it was to say good-bye to his family and how 

heartbroken his mom was that he was leaving. 

I opened my bag and handed him my book 

His Princess Love Letters, and I told him to 

give it to his mom. He thanked me. I prayed 

with him, said good-bye, and went back to 
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my own seat. To my surprise I watched him 

open the book and begin to read. Then I saw 

tears rolling down his cheeks.

After a few minutes, the young man walked 

back to me and said, “Ma’am, we men need a 

book like this in our own language.” At that 

moment, I asked the Lord for a book that 

would strengthen and encourage men the way 

my His Princess books have for women.

I have three men in my life I consider he-

roes: my dad Phil, my husband Steve, and 

my son Jake. over the years, I have observed 

their lives and have seen their deep desires to 

keep their faith, fight for their families, and 

conquer something great in their lifetimes. 

At the same time, life hits them hard as men 

sometimes, and that hero’s heart gets lost for 

a while. But I have witnessed firsthand how 

the power of prayer and the truth of God’s 
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Word have given each of them the strength to 

get back up from their fears and failures and 

keep fighting to finish strong.

These three men are my heroes, not be-

cause they are perfect, but because they have 

allowed the Lord to painfully prepare them for 

greatness through tough times. I believe that 

God created men with a good kind of fight 

inside them, and my three men have never quit 

fighting, especially for their loved ones.

That prayer I prayed, asking God for a 

book for men like my three heroes—men 

young and old who are searching for God’s 

strength, wisdom, and truth—was indeed an-

swered. The Lord in His faithfulness gave me 

this book’s vision, and my son Jake caught 

the vision with me from his man’s point of 

view. Today it is our honor to present His 

Battle to men.
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May each of these letters and intercessory 

prayers encourage and equip you to win any 

battle you face. As you read, may guilt be 

replaced with grace, and may pain be turned 

into renewed passion. You are chosen by 

God. May you find the strength and wisdom 

through these readings and prayers to keep 

your faith, fight the good fight, and finish 

strong.

All God’s best for you.

He trains my hands for battle;
 he strengthens my arm to draw a bronze 

bow.
You have given me your shield of victory.
 Your right hand supports me;
 your help has made me great.

Psalm 18:34–35
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ToGETHER THEY WILL BE LIkE 

MIGHTY WARRIoRS IN BATTLE

TRAMPLING THEIR ENEMY INTo 

THE MUD oF THE STREETS.

THEY WILL FIGHT BECAUSE THE 

LoRD IS WITH THEM,

AND THEY WILL PUT THE ENEMY 

HoRSEMEN To SHAME.

ZECHARIAH 10:5 TNIV

T H E FRoN T LI N E

My Son,
You were born to become a hero. There is a 
deep desire inside your soul to conquer some-
thing great. I know this because I placed it 
there. The only thing holding you back is you. 
Don’t hide behind your fears and insecuri-
ties any longer. There is a fight in your heart, 
which wants to be on the battlefield. This 
fight is not just for you; it is for all those you 
love. I need you to willingly walk to the front 
line. Don’t look back any longer, but look 
forward to the great victory that lies ahead 
of you. I will give you the same strength and 
courage I gave to king David over Goliath. 
All you have to do is step out in faith.

Your Lord,   
who fights for you
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Th e Fron T Li n eBE STRoNG AND LET US FIGHT BRAVELY FoR 

oUR PEoPLE AND THE CITIES oF oUR GoD. THE 

LoRD WILL Do WHAT IS GooD IN HIS SIGHT.

2 SAMUEL 10:12 NIV
Dear Brother,
I pray you will have the courage and the 
strength to be the one who fights when no one 
else can. May you reflect the glory of your 
Father’s faithfulness by leading others into 
battle and defeating the enemy. I pray that 
you will wield the divine power the Lord has 
equipped you with and that you will trample 
Satan under your feet by the authority of the 
name of Jesus. May you have vision to see 
beyond a circumstance to the victory and 
freedom on the other side. I pray blessing and 
strength over you.

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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Th e F ron T Li n e
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