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Foreword

I am a huge fan of young leaders. Much of my time is 
spent studying, writing on, and speaking about the 

spirituality, college lives, and career pursuits of sixteen- 
to twenty-nine-year-olds. I think this book is a fantastic 
resource for young people. Let me explain why. 

For one thing, it will help you sort through an impor-
tant transition—from high school to college. Everyone has 
choices. But as a college applicant and university student 
you’ll have more options than most. Not only do you get 
to choose where to attend and what to study, but these 
alternatives and hundreds of other decisions literally affect 
the rest of your lives. In Make College Count, my friend 
Derek Melleby will help you see that the most important 
choices you have to make are not merely where to at-
tend or what major to select. He shows how the bigger 
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Foreword

questions—who you are, why you are going to college, 
and what kind of person you want to become—are the 
most important. And they are the hardest to answer.

Second, I like this book because it assumes young 
people are intelligent, gifted, and want to grow. Derek 
asks big questions, but he does not give you easy an-
swers, even though the book is easy to read. He believes 
you will wrestle with the questions he is raising. If you 
are holding this book, you are probably a young leader 
called by God to be faithful in whatever school, class, re-
lationship, or career you choose. Take that seriously!

Finally, I recommend this book because I know Derek 
Melleby personally. I admire Derek’s commitment to 
young people. He is a committed Christ follower who 
devotes tons of effort to help students make great deci-
sions—about the big things and the small things. It all 
matters to Derek, because it all matters to God.

I wish I’d had this book during my college years. Hav-
ing the right perspective about college changes every-
thing. It would have helped me in dozens of ways. 

Make College Count can help you make the most of 
your college years by preparing you in ways that go far 
beyond test preparation and social life. No pressure, 
right? After all, you are making choices that affect the 
rest of your life.

David Kinnaman 
author of unChristian and You Lost Me 

president of Barna Group
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getting Started

You deserve a round of applause. The people around 
you ought to be clapping and hoisting you up on 

their shoulders. After all, you’re reading a graduation 
gift book. I graduated years ago and still haven’t even 
opened the book I received on graduation day. So, how 
did you get yours? Was it from a well-intentioned rela-
tive—you know, the one who means well but just won’t 
give in to the much more appreciated gift card? Or was 
it from your youth leader or pastor? Now, I don’t know 
your youth leader, but I do know this: a wise gift deci-
sion was made! There are a lot of gift books out there, 
but this one is the best. Just ask my mom. If you knew 
my mom, you would know that she is not the kind of 
woman who would lead you astray. Trust me. She’s an 
avid reader and has nothing to gain by telling other 
people how great this book is. She means it.
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getting Started

Perhaps you picked up this book because you are 
already in college and really want to make this time 
in your life count. Maybe you are early in your college 
experience or are looking for a fresh start. This book 
will be helpful to you too.

Why did I write this book? Good question. A few 
summers ago I was roasting a marshmallow at a family 
picnic. Seated next to me was my wife’s younger cousin, 
David. David was about to head off to college, and at one 
point in our conversation he said, “All the advice I was 
given at graduation only told me what not to do: don’t 
get drunk, don’t have sex! I need to know what to do.” 
I took a bite of my s’more and thought, He’s right. The 
message most college-bound students hear is negative. 
It goes something like this: College is a dangerous place. 
Students spend their time binge drinking, doing drugs, 
and hooking up, and many Christians lose their faith. 
Christian students need to keep and defend their faith 
if they are going to be able to survive the attacks from 
professors and peers. The picture is grim.

There is some truth to this scenario, to be sure. College 
campuses can be dangerous places. There will be pressure 
to engage in social and intellectual activity that could be 
detrimental to your health and faith. No question. But 
if there is one message that I hope gets through in this 
book, it is this: Christian students should not fear college. 
The Christian faith offers a foundation and framework for 
you to make your time in college the best four (or five or 
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even six!) years of your life. The Christian life is defined 
more by what we do rather than what we don’t do. My 
prayer is that this book equips you with a vision to make 
the most of your college experience by growing in your 
faith, developing lasting friendships, and thinking more 
deeply about your place in God’s world. But please don’t 
take this book as another lecture trying to tell you what 
to do. Rather, consider it an invitation to envision college 
differently, to ask good questions before going to college, 
and to be pointed in the direction of helpful resources.

One more thing before we get started. The following 
chapters pose the seven most important questions that all 
college students need to ask before and during college. I’ve 
learned that if you don’t take time to ask and wrestle with 
these questions now, you run the risk of others answer-
ing them for you when you get to campus. Cultivating 
an inquisitive mind is one of the most important skills 
you can learn in life. Learning to ask good questions and 
not settle for easy answers are habits and disciplines that 
need to be developed. I hope that this book helps you 
to think critically about college, about what is going on 
there, and about what is happening to you while you’re 
there. What you learn by asking these big questions will 
be more valuable to you than any particular detail that 
you’ll learn in the classroom once you arrive on campus.

As you are probably aware (and frustrated with to 
some degree!), much of your thinking has been done for 
you by others up until this point in life. Parents, pastors, 
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getting Started

coaches, and teachers, out of concern for your well-
being, have poured their lives into you, providing just 
about all of the opinions and advice that you can handle. 
Now, I have nothing against guidance. Had my mom 
not taught me how to do laundry, I probably wouldn’t 
have had many friends in college. We all need to give 
more credit and thanks to those who have invested in 
our lives, even when we’re convinced that we could do 
things on our own. While this book is a guide of sorts, 
I don’t want it to be taken simply as advice. Instead, 
I want you to take these questions seriously, wrestle 
with them deeply, and begin the journey of becoming 
a lifelong learner. There is so much to explore, and col-
lege provides a unique context for this kind of mental 
wrestling match. Students who enter their college years 
knowing the right questions are far more prepared for 
college than those who think they have all the answers.

Each chapter concludes with interviews with real 
college students, followed by questions for individual 
reflection and group discussion (your friends may want 
to join in on the fun!). The last chapter is a collection 
of resources that will help you make the most of your 
time in college. If all goes as planned, this little book 
will get you to ask even more questions, and the addi-
tional resources should come in handy. Oh, and before 
I forget: some of those don’ts are pretty good advice 
too. I’ll assume that you already understand the pitfalls 
of too much partying. So don’t get drunk or have sex. 
And please keep reading. You’ll make my mother proud!
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1

Following Jesus During  
the Critical Years

There was snow on the ground, the sun was shining, 
and I was on my way back to my dorm room after 

class. Someone was screaming and running around a 
tree. As I approached, I noticed that this person wasn’t 
wearing shoes or a shirt. He was focused and angry. 
Curious, and a bit scared, I asked, “What are you doing?” 
(Remember, this book is about learning to ask good 
questions. Not too shabby, huh?) If being shoeless and 
shirtless in the middle of winter wasn’t enough evidence, 
the slurred speech and smell of his breath sealed the deal. 
He had been drinking. He whispered his answer to my 
question: “I’m trying to kill a squirrel. In order to kill 
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a squirrel, you have to become a squirrel.” Interesting. 
You learn something new every day!1

This story has stuck with me because of how “normal” 
it was at the time. I had a conversation with a half-naked 
squirrel hunter and then grabbed dinner. A nineteen-year-
old “man” was simply spending his Thursday afternoon 

drinking beer and trying to kill a 
squirrel with his bare hands. No one 
seemed to think that this was abnor-
mal activity. He was being a college 
student, doing what college students 
do. The justification goes something 
like this: College is a time for you to 
have fun. Before you graduate to the 
“real world,” make sure you have as 

much fun as you possibly can. Try not to cause too much 
damage (squirrels excluded), and don’t get arrested—espe-
cially if you’re an education major. Nobody hires a teacher 
with a record. Popular movies about campus life often 
reinforce these behaviors by making it almost impossible 
to imagine college in any other way.

Please don’t misunderstand me. College can be fun. 
But you need to be careful. The experts tell us that the 
years between eighteen and twenty-five are considered 
the critical years—that is, the most shaping and influ-
ential. Every major decision that molds you for the rest 
of your life is typically made during this time. What 
kind of education will you seek? How seriously will you 
take your faith? Will you worship regularly at a local 

“Fat, drunk, and 

stupid is no way 

to go through 

life, son.”

Dean Vernon Wormer

_Melleby_CollegeCount_MW_djm.indd   18 11/10/10   10:01 AM

                               Derek Melleby, Make College Count 
Baker Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group, © 2012. Used by permission.



Following Jesus During the Critical Years 

19

church? Where will you work? Will you choose a spouse? 
Will you become a squirrel? 
Will you align yourself with a 
political party? What will be 
the central convictions of your 
life? How will you develop 
these convictions?

Let me put this into per-
spective. Take a few minutes 
to think about your life story. If 
you were to write an autobiography, the table of contents 
would look something like this:

Chapter 1: Birth
Chapter 2: Baby
Chapter 3: Toddler
Chapter 4: Elementary School
Chapter 5: Friends
Chapter 6: High School
Chapter 7: College (Critical Years: 18–25)
Chapter 8: ?
Chapter 9: ?
Chapter 10: ?

As you think about the most important chapters in 
your life story, I’m sure you would want to add some 
more (sports, vacations, church), but the point of the 

Did You Know? The National 
Study of Youth and Religion 
found that teenagers who es-
tablish devotional habits of 
praying and reading Scrip-
ture are more likely to do so 
as adults.
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exercise is to get you to ask 
one really big question. As 
you get ready to enter your 
most critical years, what kind 
of person do you want to be-
come? At the moment, chap-
ters 8 through 10 are unwrit-
ten, but chapter 7 (the critical 

years) will give direction to the rest of your story. One 
expert on the “critical years” put it like this:

What kind of person are you going to become? I’m not 
talking about the courses you want to take or the kind 
of job you want to get someday; I’m talking about the 
qualities you want to have. Do you desire to be wise, 
fair and honest—or foolish, unfair and crooked? Kind, 
loyal and reliable—or mean, backstabbing and unre-
liable? Brave, faithful and pure—or cowardly, weak 
and stained? Maybe you’ve thought about the kind 
of person you want to become but not about how to 
become that person. Every act, every decision, every 
thought will move you either a little closer to being 
that kind of person—or push you a little further away.2

Read the list of adjectives again: wise, fair, honest, 
kind, loyal, reliable, brave, faithful, and pure. My guess 
is that you want these adjectives to describe you. Deep 
down, I don’t think anyone wishes to be foolish, un-
fair, crooked, mean, backstabbing, unreliable, cowardly, 

“Try not to become a 

man of success, but 

rather try to become 

a man of value.”

Albert Einstein
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weak, and stained. But too 
often, if students are not inten-
tional and careful about how 
they approach these critical 
years, the negative adjectives 
slowly take over.

I’ve seen it. Cheating on a 
test in chapter 7 often devel-
ops into cheating on taxes in 
chapter 10. Having multiple 
sexual partners in chapter 
7 makes it really difficult to 
“settle down” and be faithful to a spouse in chapter 9. 
You may think it’s easy to turn into a squirrel in chapter 
7 and then turn back into a human, but before you know 
it you’re on a steady diet of nuts and all your friends have 
bushy tails in chapter 8. You get the idea.

Don’t just take my word for it. Spider-Man’s uncle, 
Ben Parker, knew a thing or two about the critical years. 
He offered this advice to his nephew Peter (aka Spider-
Man): “These are the years 
when a man changes into the 
man he is going to become for 
the rest of his life; just be care-
ful who you change into.” Of 
course, had he been talking to 
his niece, he would have in-
cluded women as well. We all 
need to be careful about the 

Did You Know? According to 
a study by the Josephson Insti-
tute of Ethics, cheaters in high 
school are far more likely as 
adults to lie to their spouses, 
customers, and employers, 
and to cheat on expense re-
ports and insurance claims.

“These are the years 

when a man changes 

into the man he’s 

going to become for 

the rest of his life; 

just be careful who 

you change into.”

Uncle Ben Parker
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kind of person we become during the critical years. 
“Every act, every decision, every thought” is moving 
you in one direction or the other. Just be careful with 
the direction you’re heading.

Student Interviews

Profile
name: Christie
Interests: reading, sports, movies, family
Favorite 
Music: all kinds
Favorite tV 
Shows:

So You Think You Can Dance, King of 
Queens

Favorite 
Movies: Hitch, Jerry Maguire
Favorite 
Books: The Count of Monte Cristo
Favorite 
Quotations:

“People don’t plan to fail, they fail to 
plan.”

Would you say that your time in college has 
changed you? How so?

Yes. I gained great respect for those I encountered who 
were both academic and religious. I learned about Jesus 
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and nonviolent resistance and this opened me up to 
what faith in action has to do with societal and per-
sonal change. Also, it was during this time that I met 
my husband, realized my desire to work with youth in 
“out of school settings,” and did my own laundry for 
the first time.

Were you surprised by those changes?

I held some negative stereotypes of religious people 
and then I became a Christian in college. I remember 
my freshman year, a girl on my floor was engaged 
and I thought it was ridiculous to be engaged in col-
lege, and during my senior year I got engaged! When I 
went to college, I think I was interested in counseling 
and hadn’t pinpointed what area or recognized that 
my psychology major had a lot more to it than just 
counseling.

Profile
name: Erin
Interests: learning to play band instruments, 

playing fetch
Favorite 
Music:

Contra dance music

Favorite tV 
Shows:

Arrested Development, Project 
Runway, The Office, 30 Rock
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Researchers say that the college years are 
critical to your formation as an adult. Do 
you agree?

I don’t think that if someone doesn’t attend college 
after high school that they will somehow have trouble 
entering into adulthood. However, I do agree that the 
college years are formative ones. I think that for most 
students, college is a transitional period where you have 
most of the responsibilities of an adult but with a built-
in community of classmates, roommates, and maybe 
teammates to help you navigate through your learning 
and living experiences. College is a time when many 
students challenge their way of thinking, checking to see 
if their beliefs are actually their beliefs or their parents’ 
or friends’ beliefs.

What changes did you see in the erin 
that entered college and the erin that 
graduated?

I think the Erin that entered college was very sure of what 
she believed but wasn’t necessarily sure why or how to 
explain why. She was fairly certain that choosing a college 
was the hardest decision she would ever have to make. 
She knew who she was and the kind of person she wanted 
to become. The Erin that left college had started thinking 
about the “why” more. She had many meaningful conver-
sations in classes and with friends that made her realize 
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that people come from different places and worldviews 
and that dialogue is important. She was absolutely certain 
that the college decision was not her most difficult one 
but felt equipped to handle the world outside of college.

Going Deeper

 1. When you think of college, what images come to 
mind? Where do the images come from? How 
does popular culture (e.g., movies and television) 
portray college life? Do you think you have a real-
istic picture of what college will be like? Why or 
why not?

 2. Read Galatians 5:16–26. What is Paul’s basic mes-
sage about the fruit of the Spirit in this passage? 
How might this apply to the way you approach 
the critical years?

 3. You don’t just wake up one morning and decide 
to exhibit the fruit of the Spirit. Spiritual growth 
takes time and effort. What do you think are some 
spiritual disciplines that will need to be practiced 
during the critical years to ensure that this is the 
direction your life is going?
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2

Finding Your Place  
in god’s Story

A few years ago I was working out at a local fit-
ness center. It was early in the morning and only 

one other person was there. The radio station we were 
listening to announced that someone had recently won 
the big Powerball lottery worth $200 million. The disc 
jockey commented that the son of the man who won 
the money dropped out of college the very next day. The 
other person in the gym with me remarked, “If I won 
$200 million I wouldn’t go to college either.” Would you?

There is a popular poster on display in many residence 
halls across the country. The image is an enormous man-
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sion with a five-car garage. It sits on top of a hill over-
looking a body of water, and there are no neighbors 
in sight. The top of the poster reads: “Justification for 
higher education.”

Now, I’m not sure what I’d do with $200 million (give 
it all to the poor?). And let’s be honest, we all have a 
soft spot for waterfront property. But is earning more 

money and living in a mansion 
the only reason to go to col-
lege? Even the main reason? 
Let me ask you this: do you 
even know why you are going 
to college?

For many students, going to 
college is simply the assumed 
next step after high school. 
That was certainly true for me. 
Since about the time I could 

say the word “college,” I knew I was going. I never gave 
it a second thought. As I look back on my life, however, 
I wish someone would have asked me why I was going. 
Being forced to think about reasons for going to college 
would have kept me more focused and helped me to 
make the most of the opportunities that I was given. 
Early on in my college experience I didn’t realize how 
much I was allowing our cultural story to answer this 
question for me. Let me explain.

A famous philosopher once said something that 
helped me to better understand how stories work in 

Did You Know? According to 
the American Enterprise Insti-
tute, less than 55 percent of 
first-time students at four-year 
colleges graduate within six 
years, and at many colleges 
and universities students 
have a one in three chance 
of earning a degree.
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our world. He wrote, “I can only answer the question 
‘What am I to do?’ if I answer the prior question ‘Of what 
story do I find myself a part?’ ”1 For our purposes, we 
can restate this as follows: “I can only answer the ques-
tion ‘Why am I going to college?’ if I answer the prior 
question ‘Of what story do I find myself a part?’ ” On 
what story is your life based? All people live their lives 
based on a grand, overarching story that gives meaning 
and shape to life. If you’ve grown up in a church or in a 
Christian family, more than likely you have been shaped 
by the story of the Bible. Hopefully you have come to 
realize that the Bible is not just a rule book telling us 
what to do or not to do, but is a coherent story that offers 
a certain perspective on life. When you go to college, 
you will notice very early on that not everyone lives life 
based on the biblical story. This probably isn’t a surprise 
to you, but you need to know the difference it makes 
when it comes to education. We can’t let other stories 
tell us what education is for.

My workout partner’s remark and the “Justification 
for higher education” poster remind us of the world’s 
story. It goes something like this: Life is about you. A 
successful life involves making a lot of money and having 
a lot of stuff. You are going to high school and then to 
college, where you will get a degree so that you can get 
a high-paying job, so that you can make a lot of money, 
so that you can retire and move to Florida. This story is 
often referred to as the “American Dream.” People can 
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live by this story without even knowing it or being able 
to articulate it. It is the approved meaning-of-life story 

for the majority of society. Ed-
ucation—a smaller part within 
that bigger story—is seen as a 
ticket to moving up the social 
ladder.

Please don’t misunderstand 
me. I am not saying that col-
lege isn’t an important stop on 
the road to a successful adult-
hood. College can and should 
be an important step to getting 
a job and making a living. I am 
suggesting, however, that for 
Christians, finding their place 
in the American Dream story 
shouldn’t be the primary rea-

son for going to college. If it is, you are allowing a story 
other than the Bible to shape your life.

The biblical story is about God. It’s not about you. It’s 
not about how much money you can make and buying 
a lot of stuff. The biblical story, the true story of the 
world, is about a loving God who has created you in 
his image. He has given you a mind to think and gifted 
you to serve him, all so you can glorify his name and 
enjoy him forever. You are to live and move and have 
your being in him. As you do this, you begin to discover 
your part in his story. What role will God have you play? 

“You are educated. 

Your certification is in 

your degree. You may 

think of it as the ticket 

to the good life. Let 

me ask you to think of 

an alternative. Think 

of it as your ticket to 

change the world.”

Tom Brokaw
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What character are you? God’s story—his purposes and 
plans—is the story you have been called into.

Where do education and 
college fit within God’s story? 
For those shaped by the bibli-
cal story, college is about:

Developing your mind. 
Jesus said you must “love the 
Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind and 
with all your strength” (Mark 
12:30). Loving God with your 
mind means taking academics 
seriously, thinking critically, 
and turning knowledge into 
wisdom. It’s about being more concerned with learning 
and less concerned with grades. Don’t tell your parents 
I said that.

Discovering your gifts. College presents a remark-
able opportunity to think more deeply about how God 
has gifted you and how you could use those gifts in 
service to God and neighbor. The apostle Peter wrote, 
“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to 
serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its 
various forms” (1 Peter 4:10). The beauty of the biblical 
story is that when God calls us to participate in his story, 
he gives us the gifts to play our roles well. Of course, this 

“A proper education 

enables young people to 

put their lives in order, 

which means knowing 

what things are more 

important than other 

things; it means putting 

first things first.”

Wendell Berry
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has huge implications for your choice of classes, your 
major, and your career goals.

Discerning God’s call. Too often we think that the 
only people who are “called” are pastors or missionaries. 
The fact is that we are all called to serve God wherever 

he places us. Where might 
God be calling you now and 
after college? Your time in col-
lege provides a unique context 
for reflecting on God’s call on 
your life. Take advantage of it. 
You will never have this kind 
of time again.

One theologian provides 
a nice summary of the place 
of education in God’s world: 
“One way to love God is to 
know and love God’s work. 
Learning is therefore a spiri-
tual calling: properly done, it 
attaches us to God. In addi-
tion, the learned person has, 

so to speak, more to be Christian with.”3 Learning is a 
calling. If we do it well, we are attached to God and we 
have more to serve him with. This is the vision we need: 
college is about increasing our serviceability for God.

Here’s the kicker: while the biblical story is much 
more adventurous and satisfying, it’s not easy to live 
out. The “me story”—accumulating money and stuff—

Did You Know? Many stu-
dents who are not sure why 
they are going to college take 
a gap year. A gap year “is a 
break from formal education 
in order to become immersed 
in another culture, to volun-
teer domestically or abroad, 
to gain experience and matu-
rity, to improve your skills in 
a sport, language, the arts, or 
academics, or take on some 
combination of any of these 
things.”2 Visit www.cpyu.org/
gapyear to see a list of Chris-
tian gap year opportunities.
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can be much simpler, and many leaders at your school 
are prepared to help you choose it. A life based on the 
true story of the world, following in the footsteps of its 
hero, Jesus, will require sacrifice and courage. It won’t 
be easy to go to college to develop your mind, discover 
your gifts, and discern God’s call, but it will be worth 
it. Are you up for the challenge?

Student Interviews

Profile
name: Molly
activities: hiking, running, kickball, playing 

outside, gardening, reading, 
studying, games, road trips

Favorite 
Music:

Sugarland, Rascal Flatts, Jack 
Johnson, DMB, Jars of Clay, Gaelic 
Storm

Favorite tV 
Shows:

Big Bang Theory, How I Met Your 
Mother, The Cosby Show, American 
Idol, Discovery Channel

Favorite 
Movies:

Lord of the Rings trilogy, Disney 
movies, Love Actually, Fiddler on the 
Roof, Sweet Home Alabama, Planet 
Earth

_Melleby_CollegeCount_MW_djm.indd   35 11/10/10   10:02 AM

                               Derek Melleby, Make College Count 
Baker Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group, © 2012. Used by permission.



Why are You going to College? 

36

Favorite 
Books/
authors:

The Red Tent, Brave New World, Little 
Women, Jodi Picoult, C. S. Lewis, 
Mary Higgins Clark, Lauren Winner, 
N. T. Wright, Rob Bell, Michael 
Crichton, Dean Koontz

Favorite 
Quotations:

“Do all the good you can,/By all the 
means you can,/In all the ways you 
can,/In all the places you can,/At all 
the times you can,/To all the people 
you can,/As long as ever you can.” 
—John Wesley

Be honest . . . as you entered your first 
year of college, what were your reasons for 
going?

For me, going to college after high school was just the 
next step; it’s what I was supposed to do. It’s what was 
expected of me. I’m not sure I ever considered not going 
to college; it was just a matter of when and where.

Did your reasons for going to college 
change during your time in college? How 
so?

My reasons for going to college definitely changed while 
I was at college. My whole approach to college changed 
the most. I began to realize the importance of my studies 
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and their potential impact on my life, my career, and as 
part of my influence on the world. It wasn’t just about 
going through the motions to get the grades. By the end 
of college, I began to see the overlap of all my areas of 
study and integrate them into something that would be 
a meaningful part of my God-given purpose. I began to 
see ways in which what I studied could actually matter 
and make a difference.

Profile
name: Brett
Favorite tV 
Shows:

The Office, 24, The Colbert Report, 
SportsCenter

Favorite 
Movies:

Good Will Hunting, Hoosiers, Les 
Misérables, Indiana Jones movies, 
Lord of the Rings trilogy, Garden 
State

Favorite 
Books:

To End All Wars, Season of Life, The 
Fabric of Faithfulness, Jayber Crow

Favorite 
Quotations:

Harry: “I can’t believe we drove 
around all day, and there’s not 
a single job in this town. There is 
nothing, nada, zip!” Lloyd: “Yeah! 
Unless you wanna work forty hours a 
week.” (Dumb & Dumber)
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looking back, if someone had asked you, 
“Why are you going to college?” what 
would you have said?

At first, I would have probably been startled by the 
question. It would have thrown me off-guard . . . isn’t 
it obvious why everyone goes to college? But if I had 
to give an answer, I’d have said to play basketball and 
to hopefully get a degree that would get me a better, 
higher-paying job.

Do you think your reasons were good ones?

Well, I really wanted to play basketball in college, and 
there’s nothing wrong with going to college to get a de-
gree to get a job. I don’t see anything necessarily wrong 
with those motivations. But what I realized in college 
was that there were many people around me who weren’t 
really motivated to do anything. They were simply killing 
time before they had to enter the real world. I wanted 
my time in college to be different. I wanted to soak it all 
in and make the most of my experience. I remember a 
group of my friends really discussing what college was 
like and really wanting it to be different. We concluded 
that God had us in college for a reason and we needed to 
take it more seriously. Oh, we still had fun, but we also 
challenged each other to not waste our time in college 
and to use it as preparation for how God might want 
to use us in the future.
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Going Deeper

 1. Make a list of reasons why you think people should 
go to college. Are the reasons you came up with 
compatible with the biblical story? Which are? 
Which aren’t?

 2. If you were to put all of your thoughts, feelings, and 
emotions about going to college into one word, 
what would that one word be? Was “calling” your 
one word? Do you think you are being called by 
God to go to college? Why or why not?

 3. Was college always the assumed next step after 
high school for you? Be honest: at this point in 
your life story, what are your reasons for going 
to college? Do you think it is important to have 
reasons for going to college?
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