
 
 

Somewhere to Belong Discussion Questions 
 
Johanna's world is turned upside down when she discovers a family secret. Have 
you ever learned something that shattered your image of a friend or family 
member? How did you deal with the situation? Were you able to forgive and 
move on? Did you build walls and refuse to forgive? Has it left you fearful of 
trusting others? 
 
Wilhelm's lack of sharing the childhood incident with his brother resulted in 
broken relationships. Have you ever been afraid to divulge the truth because you 
feared being forgiven for what you'd done? If so, how did that impact your future? 
If you finally told, did it create healing or create deeper issues? 
 
Berta is willful and refuses to adjust to life in her new surroundings. Did you feel 
sympathy for her? If so, why? 
 
Because of her willful behavior Berta causes others to get in trouble, yet it doesn't 
seem to change her. She professes sorrow, but continues down her willful path. 
Have there been times in your life when you've been slow to embrace changes 
that are forced upon you? If so, explain. 
 
Given the secret Berta discovered about her father, do you think her actions were 
justified? Should her parents have told her the truth about why they'd decided to 
move to the Amana Colonies rather than letting her initially believe it was due to 
her behavior? If you think they should have told her the truth, do you think it 
would have destroyed her relationship with her father? 
 
Which of the characters--Johanna or Berta--can you most relate to in your own 
life? Explain why. 
 
If you didn't know a great deal about the Amana Colonies prior to reading this 
book, did you enjoy learning about the settlement and lifestyle? What was the 
most interesting thing you learned about the Colonists? 
 
Would you want to live in a communal society? What would be the benefits? And 
drawbacks?!
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