
 
The Road Home Discussion Questions 

 
1. As the story progresses, how does Naomi Yoder's Mennonite heritage, with 
her background growing up in a Pennsylvania Dutch community, inform her 
decision-making and attitude about God, her circumstances, her outlook on life, 
especially when she faces tragedy and becomes a widow, and later when she 
loses her two sons, Mel and Lonnie? Contrast how Ruth Yoder's background, 
with her growing up in a migrant farm community, then passed off to a foster 
family, later working as a Las Vegas cocktail waitress, inform her decisions and 
attitudes--concerning God, her self-image, Lonnie's death, as well as her general 
outlook on life. 
 
2. These two women each experience deep loss and grief. How does each of 
them deal with these wounds, the pain and loneliness? What do they do in order 
to survive, to try to find some healing? 
 
3. What causes a determined Ruth to decide to follow her mother-in-law, Naomi, 
out East rather than stay back with Orpah in Vegas? And what is it that both 
women are hoping to find in Pennsylvania, which they believe a life in Vegas 
could never offer? 
 
4. What are the values Naomi so often refers to connected with her upbringing, to 
which she so desperately wants to return? 
 
5. Describe the significance of the three widows' discussion over the movie 
Thelma and Louise. How do these characters in the film relate to the difficult 
situation, sense of despair and uncertain future facing Naomi, Ruth, and Orpah? 
How are they different? 
 
6. How do Naomi and Ruth's travels from Vegas across the country to rural 
Pennsylvania play into the story as a whole ( i.e., the road trip itself in relation to 
what's going on inside their hearts and minds)? What are some of the ways this 
metaphor of the journey is working? Compare this to the biblical/historical Ruth 
and her journey. 
 
7. What is it about the old Impala, and Naomi's and Ruth's attitude toward the 
car, that reinforces the story's themes? 
 
8. What are your thoughts on the character of Bo Salmon? Compare/contrast him 
to the character of Hans Yoder. In what ways are the two different from each 
other? What are their motives and/or hidden agendas when it comes to Naomi, 
Ruth, the Kauffman farm, the development of Lancaster County? 
 



9. What important role does nature and the land play with each of the main 
characters in the story? 
 
10. How would you describe the influence the Amish/Mennonite community has 
on Ruth? Also the influence on her by the natural beauty and bounty surrounding 
Lancaster County with its rich farming community and traditions? WhatÃƒ.•¬™s 
the significance of the Green Dragon farmers' market? Besides her need for a job 
and her interest in Bo, what is it about the place that draws Ruth? 
 
11. Compare/contrast the inner lives of the two women, especially in terms of 
their faith/belief in God or lack thereof. Spiritually speaking, explain the ways in 
which Naomi has been changed by story's end. What about Ruth? How would 
you describe the transformation that has taken place within her? What was the 
turning point for each of these women? 
 
12. In what ways can you relate to the character of Ruth? In which ways can you 
relate to Naomi? Describe some of the similarities and differences. 
 
13. What do you see as the major themes the authors are conveying through this 
story? 
 
14. What sorts of things does The Road Home have to say about friendship? 
About family, love, faith, and suffering? 
 
15. How has the concept of "home" been affected for you after reading the novel? 
 
16. What parallels do you see between this modern-day fictional story and Ruth's 
ancient but true story as recorded in the Bible? What about the parallels to your 
own story/life?!


