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1. Tell us about your latest book, Trouble in Store.

Fired from her job as a governess, Melanie Ross has no one to turn to and no place to 
go…except the Arizona mercantile owned by her late cousin and his partner. She packs 
her bags and heads west, hoping to make a new start. But when she arrives, she learns 
her cousin’s partner has also died, and the mercantile is being run by his nephew—who 
has no intention of letting Melanie take over the store he’s inherited. When a body turns 
up on the doorstep, squabbling with Caleb Nelson over ownership of the store becomes 
the least of Melanie’s problems.

2. Why did you choose Arizona as the setting for this book?

The common perception of Arizona is one of cactus-studded desert terrain. But there’s 
so much more to my home state—from wild canyons to vast pine forests to snow-
capped mountains. My grandparents moved here in 1917, only a few years after Arizona 
became a state. The stories recounted by family members who lived through those early 
years of statehood sparked a lifelong interest in tales from Arizona’s past. It’s a joy to 
share these unique settings and rich history in my novels!

3. Why will Trouble in Store resonate with today’s readers?

While Trouble in Store is set in 1885 Arizona, the problems facing Melanie and Caleb are 
the same issues people face today: loneliness, difficult economic times, and balancing life 
as a single parent.

Melanie’s struggle to find a home reflects the longing we all experience for a place where 
we can belong, where we’re accepted and loved. 

4. What do you hope readers will take away from Trouble in Store?

A recurring theme in the book is Melanie’s search for a home—a place to belong. God 
has placed a similar longing in all our hearts, the awareness of an emptiness only He can 
fill. I pray readers will be drawn to look to the Lord as the one who is able to meet that 
need and promises His children an eternal home in Heaven.

5. What’s coming next? What are you working on now?

I recently completed an exciting project—a novella collection with fellow authors Mary 
Connealy, Karen Witemeyer, and Regina Jennings. It was an absolute joy to work with 
such a talented team! A Match Made in Texas is scheduled to release in January of 2014.

For my next novel, I’ll return to an Arizona setting. This one takes place in the 1890s 
and features a young woman running a newspaper on her own, trying to ferret out  
corruption that could impact far more than her small Arizona town. The book will be 
available in the summer of 2014.
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