
490 2 Peter

•	 Remembering the past: Christians who fail to exhibit virtuous behavior 
may be deemed “nearsighted and blind” with regard to the past (1:9). 
For the false teachers, the problem was ignoring the record of God’s past 
judgments (2:10), but in a more general sense, nonvirtuous believers may be 
“forgetful of the cleansing of past sins” (1:9): they fail to appreciate what 
God has done for them, and, more to the point, they fail to see their call 
and election by God as an opportunity to move forward in righteousness 
(1:10).

These points are emphasized because the letter wants to stress both the prospect 
for growth and the danger of backsliding. On the one hand, those who move 
backward, who escape the world’s defilements only to become overcome by 
them once again, are in a worse state than if they had never known the way 
of righteousness (2:20–21). On the other hand, those who move forward will 
become participants in the divine nature (1:4), which probably means that 
they will possess the immortality and moral perfection attributable to God (cf. 
3:14). The point seems to be that Christians can have righteous lives already in 
this world full of corruption, and they can grow in the grace and knowledge 
of God while waiting for new heavens and a new earth, where “righteousness 
is at home” (3:13).

Conclusion

The letter of 2 Peter often is valued as a witness to the developing life of the 
Christian church as it moved into the postapostolic era. We see a church that is 
searching for some way of defining what is acceptable and what is not. Scripture 

Box 26.4 

2 Peter’s Redaction of Jude

Just as biblical scholars examine the Gospels of Matthew and Luke for their redaction of Mark, they also examine 

2 Peter to notice changes that the author made when he borrowed material from Jude:

•	 omits	Jude’s	allusion	to	a	story	from	the	Assumption of Moses	(Jude	9)	and	omits	his	quotation	from	

1 Enoch (Jude 14–15)

•	 is	explicit	that	the	opponents	are	false	teachers	(2:1),	not	just	false	believers

•	 alongside	examples	taken	from	Jude	of	people	punished	by	God,	introduces	examples	of	people	rescued	

by God: Noah (2:5); Lot (2:7–8)

•	 adds	allegation	that	opponents	scoff	at	the	parousia	(3:3–4)

•	 adds	allegation	that	opponents	twist	scripture	to	their	own	interpretation	(3:16;	cf.	1:20)

•	 adds	an	emphasis	on	the	danger	of	backsliding	(2:20–21)
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