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Evangelical Reminders
One striking characteristic of 1 Thessalonians is the number of times that Paul
reminds his readers of things that they
already know.
• “You know what kind of persons we
proved to be” (1:5).
• “You yourselves know . . . our coming
to you was not in vain” (2:1).
• “As you know, we had courage in our
God” (2:2).
• “As you know . . . we never came with
words of flattery” (2:5).
• “You remember our labor and toil”
(2:9).
• “You are witnesses . . . how pure,
upright, and blameless our conduct
was” (2:10).
• “As you know, we dealt with every
one of you like a father” (2:11).
• “You yourselves know that this is
what we are destined for” (3:3).
• “We told you beforehand that we
were to suffer . . . so it turned out, as
you know” (3:4).
• “You know what instructions we gave
you” (4:2).
• “The Lord is an avenger . . . as we have
already told you” (4:6).
• “Concerning love . . . you do not need
to have anyone write to you” (4:9).
• “Work with your hands, as we directed you” (4:11).
• “Concerning the times and seasons
. . . you do not need to have anything
written to you” (5:1).
• “You yourselves know very well that
the day of the Lord will come like a
thief” (5:2).
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than a year, and yet by the time he left, there were
leaders in the church who had responsibility for admonishing others in the Lord (5:12). It is somewhat
amazing to realize that these trusted and respected
church leaders apparently were persons who a few
months earlier had never even heard of Jesus.
After Paul, Timothy, and Silas had spent a few
months in this city, they were suddenly forced to leave.
Separated from the Thessalonians, they were distraught
and worried about what would become of the new believers in the midst of the persecution that they were
experiencing (2:14; 3:3–4). The nature of that persecution is not described. It is not impossible that it involved
physical violence, such as Paul later would indicate had
befallen him throughout his ministry (cf. 2 Cor. 6:4–5;
11:23–25). But it is also possible that the tribulation
took the form of social ostracism and public shaming. In any event, Paul knew that Satan, the tempter,
was behind this distress, and he wondered whether the
young Christians would be able to withstand the trial
(3:5). He tried repeatedly to come to them, but Satan
thwarted his plans (2:18). At last, he managed to send
Timothy to them (3:2–3), and Timothy returned with
good news: the Thessalonians were standing firm in
the Lord (3:8), and they continued to think well of Paul
and his companions (3:6).
It was in response to this news that Paul (with Silas
and Timothy) wrote the letter that we know as 1 Thessalonians. The date for the letter’s composition is somewhere between 49 and 52, if we assume that he is writing
“a short time” after founding the church (see 2:17). By
now, he is probably in the city of Corinth, living with
his friends and fellow tent-makers Aquila and Priscilla
and spending days in the Corinthian marketplace attempting to replicate the evangelistic success that he
had achieved in Philippi and Thessalonica (see Acts
18:1–4).
The primary purpose of the first letter to the Thessalonians is to celebrate and cement the good relationship that Paul has with the believers in the community.
The letter has a general tone of “reminding,” alerting

