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Patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob), and the Testaments of  the 
Twelve Patriarchs (the twelve sons of Jacob). Such books were 
read widely by Jews in the Second Temple period and by both 
Jews and Christians in the first two centuries of the Christian 
era. Scholars have observed that 2 Peter contains the key elements 
of this genre of literature (see box 26.3).

The only problem with viewing 2 Peter in these terms is that 
testaments were not usually incorporated into the format of a 
letter. Still, the dominant view of New Testament scholarship is 
that 2 Peter was written as “a testament in letter form.” Indeed, 
the combination of two genres (letter and testament) may be 
what got 2 Peter in trouble: because it looks like a letter rather 
than a testament, its pseudonymity seemed like a mark of forgery 
rather than a literary device. As a result, 2 Peter had a harder 
time gaining admittance to the canon than did books that were 
completely anonymous (Hebrews). It even met with more resis-
tance than the similar letter of Jude, which church leaders did 
not like nearly as much but which they had no reason to suspect 
was pseudepigraphical (see pp. 510–11).

A few scholars do think that 2 Peter can be regarded as a letter 
composed by the apostle Peter, written around 62–65, and sent by 
him from Rome to the same churches in Asia Minor to which he 
had written 1 Peter (see 1 Pet. 1:1; cf. 2 Pet. 3:1). The assumption 
for 2 Peter, then, is that Peter knew that his martyrdom was near 
(1:14) and wanted to summon their loyalty to his legacy and to 
warn them proleptically about future heretical teachers who, he 
knew, would come to them (2:1). This scenario takes everything 
in the letter at face value, but among modern New Testament 
scholars this is very much a minority position.

More often, 2 Peter is regarded as the latest book in the New 
Testament. The author assumes that his readers know the let-
ters of Paul as a group or collection of writings that are studied, 
interpreted, and misinterpreted as scripture within the Christian 
church (3:15–16). Thus, many scholars conclude that 2 Peter was 
written in the second century, possibly a full generation later than 
any other New Testament book. An intermediate view holds 
that the letter is pseudepigraphical but was written somewhat 
earlier, around 80–100. This allows for it to have been written 
by a disciple of Peter—that is, someone who actually had known 
the apostle and felt authorized to speak in his name.

Box 26.2 

Did Peter Write  
2 Peter?

Most scholars believe the let-

ter called “2 Peter” was written 

pseudepigraphically some 

years after the apostle Peter’s 

death. Here are a few reasons 

why:

•	 It	does	not	appear	to	be	

written by the same per-

son who wrote 1 Peter.

•	 It	exhibits	a	reliance	on	

Jude, which was writ-

ten after (or close to) the 

time of Peter’s death.

•	 I t	 is	 written	 from	 a	

strongly Hellenistic per-

spective inconsistent 

with what might be 

attributed to a person 

of Palestinian Jewish 

background.

•	 It	 regards	 the	 second	

coming of Christ as 

something that might 

not occur for thousands 

of years (3:8).

•	 It	looks	back	on	the	time	

of the apostles as a sa-

cred bygone era (3:2, 4).

•	 It	 refers	 to	 Paul’s	 let-

ters as a collection of 

writings that are being 

interpreted as scripture 

(3:15–16).

•	 It	seeks	to	address	the	

concerns of Christians a 

generation or more after 

Peter’s death.
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