Box 28.2

them to repentance. Like an Old Testament prophet,
he simply pronounces a “woe” against them, and that’s
that. The church should, of course, have a merciful attitude toward all sinners, but in the case of these false
believers, such mercy must be exercised with caution;
the greater concern is rescuing those who might come
under their influence (vv. 22–23).
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On Keeping
and Being Kept
In just twenty-five verses, the letter of Jude
refers six times to a motif of keeping or being
kept:
• The readers are kept safe by God for
Jesus Christ (v. 1).
• Angels did not keep their proper position when they left heaven for earth
(v. 6).
• The rebellious angels are now being
kept in eternal chains (v. 6).
• The deepest darkness is being kept
(reserved) for false believers (v. 13).
• The readers should keep themselves
in the love of God (v. 21).
• God is able to keep them from falling
(v. 24).

The positive affirmation in Jude is for readers to
build themselves up in their “most holy faith” (v. 20),
which is the faith that has been entrusted to the saints
“once for all” (v. 3; cf. Acts 2:42; Rom. 6:17; 1 Tim.
4:6; 2 Tim. 1:13; 4:3; Titus 1:9). Jude believes that the
tradition received by the apostles is sufficient and needs
no supplementation; his readers simply need to remember those things of which they have already been
informed (vv. 5, 17). Thus, innovation can be equated
with wavering (v. 22) or even with a denial of Christ
(v. 4). There is no need for innovation, furthermore,
The overall impression is that God is in
because all things have been taken into account; even
control of all things and that, unlike rebelthe current crisis was predicted by the apostles, who
lious angels or false believers, the readers
said that troublemakers would appear in the last days
should accept what God has ordained. The
(v. 17; cf. Acts 20:29–30; 1 Tim. 4:1; 2 Tim. 3:1–9).
goal is preservation, not innovation.
Jude provides no summary or description of the
faith tradition that he commends, but we gather from
the letter that it involves identification with God as
Father and Savior (vv. 1, 25), with Jesus Christ as Master and Lord (v. 4), and
with the Holy Spirit (v. 20; cf. v. 19). These relationships are made possible
through the grace of God and the mercy of Jesus Christ (vv. 4, 21), but such
grace must not be exploited as an excuse for self-indulgence. Indeed, there is a
certain synergy assumed for the divine-human relationship: God is able to keep
people from falling (v. 24), and God does do this (v. 1), but people must also do
things to keep themselves in the love of God (v. 21). Finally, the apostolic faith
has a strong eschatological component: believers look forward to eternal life
(v. 21) without forgetting the prospect of eternal punishment (vv. 7, 13–15).

Use of Apocryphal Writings
The letter of Jude draws freely on Jewish writings that are not considered
to be canonical scripture by either Jews or Christians. First, Jude alludes to
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