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tine (James 1:1 [see box 24.3 on p. 450]). The recipients of 
1 Peter, however, almost certainly are Gentile Christians: there 
are frequent references to their pagan background (1:14, 18; 
4:3–4) and a clear assertion that before their conversion they 
were not God’s people (2:10). Interpreters conclude that the 
Jewish language of exile is being applied to these believers 
metaphorically (they are in a diaspora from their true home, 
the promised land of heaven). Other Jewish categories are also 
applied to them (2:9), and the letter sometimes uses the term 
Gentile in a nonliteral sense to mean “pagan”or “unbeliever” 
(2:12; 4:3). The Christian readers of 1 Peter may be literal 
Gentiles (in terms of ethnic identification), but apparently they 
no longer think of themselves as being Gentiles; now they see 
themselves as part of Israel, God’s chosen people.

Why would the apostle Peter (or others writing in his 
name) send a letter from Rome to the Gentile believers in 
these provinces? The main purposes of the letter are clearly 
stated: to encourage the readers, to testify to them concern-
ing what constitutes “the true grace of God,” and to exhort 
them to stand fast in that grace (5:12). Thus, the genre of this 
letter is often described as parenesis, a type of teaching that 
seeks to motivate an audience to live in accord with what it 
already knows to be true. But we can go further. One of the 
more noticeable aspects of 1 Peter is the repeated reference 
to suffering (1:6, 11; 2:19, 20, 21, 23; 3:14, 17, 18; 4:1, 13, 15, 
16, 19; 5:1, 9, 10). This, no doubt, indicates why the readers 
need the motivation that this letter seeks to provide: they are 
undergoing hard times. Much attention has focused on this 
element of the letter’s context. Scholars have attempted to 
link the composition of 1 Peter to some known crisis or wave 
of persecution that affected believers in Asia Minor around 
the time this letter was written. In recent years, however, most 
scholars have become convinced that the variety of suffering 
being addressed in 1 Peter is social ostracism and general 
harassment rather than government-run persecution of the 
church. As far as we know, Christians in Asia Minor did not 
endure state-sponsored persecution until the second century. 
This letter, furthermore, never mentions persecution per se; 
rather, it speaks of suffering as a common experience that 
should be regarded as the expected lot of anyone who is a 
Christian (4:12), anywhere in the world (5:9).

Box 25.3 

Silvanus and Mark

Two of Paul’s colleagues appear to 

be associated with the writing of 

1 Peter.

•	 Silvanus. The letter from Peter 

is to be delivered to churches 

by Silvanus (5:12). This prob-

ably is the same Silvanus (aka 

Silas) who, according to the 

book of Acts, was previously 

entrusted with delivering a 

different circular letter follow-

ing the apostolic council (see 

Acts 15:22–29). Elsewhere in 

the New Testament, Silvanus/

Silas is closely linked with Paul 

(Acts 15:40; 17:14–15; 18:5; 

2 Cor. 1:19), and he is even 

listed as co-author of two 

Pauline letters (1 Thess. 1:1; 

2 Thess. 1:1).

•	 Mark. Peter sends greetings 

to the churches from Mark, 

who is identified as Peter’s 

“son” (5:13). The latter ascrip-

tion usually has been taken 

metaphorically, and this 

“Mark” traditionally has been 

identified with John Mark, 

whose mother knew Peter 

in Jerusalem (Acts 12:11–12). 

This Mark, a relative of Barna-

bas (Col. 4:10), had also been 

a colleague of Paul for a time, 

but Paul became dissatisfied 

with him and replaced him 

with none other than Silvanus/

Silas (see Acts 12:25; 15:37, 39; 

cf. 2 Tim. 4:11; Philem. 24).
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